
 
 

 St. Thomas the Apostle Parish 
 Diocese of Peoria 

 904 E Lake Ave Peoria Heights 
         stthomaspeoria.org 



 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
        Reading I:  Isaiah   56:1,6-7 
       Reading II:  Romans   11:13-15,29-32 
            Gospel:  Matthew  15:21-28 
 
In today’s world the conversation about differences is loud 
and bold. Differences create wedges at times; differences 
make for enrichment of the whole at times.  Jesus even 
seems in the Gospel today to draw lines about who is “in” 
and “out.” But a critical conclusion to the story places 
Jesus’ teaching square in the center. He cures the daughter 
of the woman who was an outsider because she believed 
in who Jesus was and what He could do. She had faith in 
Him beyond that of the people who were around Jesus. 
Being open enough to see the other as good and willing to 
put trust in Jesus is a message that today’s world needs. 
Do we trust that Jesus can and will do what He says?   

St Thomas the Apostle Church             TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Peoria Heights, Illinois                                         August 20, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THAT MAN IS YOU REGISTRATION  will be after 
Masses on Aug 19/20 and Aug 26/27 
 
ST THOMAS SCHOOL MEET & GREET  Sunday, Aug 20 
from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm in the school 
 
CENTERING PRAYER  Monday, Aug 21 at 8:30 am in 
the old church basement 
 
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL  Monday, Aug 21 with All 
School Mass at 9:15 am and dismissal at 12:15 pm 
 
ROSARY FOR PEACE  Tuesday, Aug 22 at 10:00 am in 
the chapel 
 
NO BIBLE STUDY Wednesday, Aug 23 at 8:45 am in 
the parish office meeting room 
 
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  Thursday, Aug 24 at 
7:00 pm in the old church basement 
 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT PRE-3 THROUGH GRADE 1 
Thursday, Aug 24 at 7:00 pm in the school gym;. 
Grades 2-5 will be Tuesday, August 29; and grades 6-8 
will be Thursday, August 31. 

Monday, August 21, 2017-St Pius X 
   7:00am   Benefactors of Franciscan Sisters of St John the 
      Baptist 
   8:00am   Rick Bastonero/Lucille Harczuk & Family 
   9:15pm   Anthony Arnold/The Arnold Family 
 
Tuesday, August 22, 2017-The Queenship of the Blessed  
       Virgin Mary 
   7:00am   Amanda Burtsfield Kent/Family 
   8:00am   Dan Van Buskirk/Family 
 
Wednesday, August 23, 2017-St Rose of Lima 
   7:00am   Joe Connolly/Mike & Mary Lou Bartley 
   8:00am   Marita Merkle/Bible Study Group 
 
Thursday, August 24, 2017-St Bartholomew the Apostle 
   7:00am   Bob & Mary Whelan/Jack & Margaret Weinstein 
   8:00am   John Ambrosch/Mike & Barb Chance 
 
Friday, August 25, 2017-St Louis 
   7:00am   Honor Jacquin/Family 
   8:00am   Jack Pearl/Laurie Cain 
 
Saturday, August 26, 2017 
   8:00am   Smith & Hafner Families 
   5:00pm   Adeline Snyder/Roger & Diana Holzgrafe 
 
Sunday, August 27, 2017 
   6:30am   Dan Stimeling/Family 
   8:00am   For the People 
   9:30am   Horace & Winifred Giltner/Family 
 11:00am   Jacob Johnson/Bible Study Group 
   5:00pm   David Bell/Mr & Mrs Maubach 

 
 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION 
 

Saturdays in the chapel 
4:00-4:45 pm and 6:00-6:30 pm 

 

St. Thomas Website:  stthomaspeoria.org 
 

St. Thomas e-mail:  parishoffice@stthomas-church.net  

 
 
 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED THIS 
WEEK:   



This weekend we invite our school families to the 
school for a Meet and Greet before the first day of 
school on Monday.  This is an exciting time for our 
students, but also for our faculty and staff who have 
been working hard over the summer to get ready for 
this day. 
 
For all our parishioners, this is a time to be proud, 
since our parochial school belongs to the entire 
parish.  Your contributions to our parish auction and 
annual fund have allowed us to make improvements 
to technology, safety, and lighting.  The old school 
chapel room formerly used by the Dominican Sisters 
has been fully converted into a classroom for our 
resource and 5th grade Math teacher.  I invite all our 
parishioners to come over for a visit to see our 
excellent school. 
 
Classes are not only for our parochial school 
students.  Our grade school students in CCD are 
preparing for classes on Wednesday evenings after 
Labor Day.  Any adults interested in becoming 
Catholic should also sign up for RCIA classes to begin 
next month.  Please contact the parish to sign up for 
either of these programs. 
 
   -Msgr. Gray 

 

 
Please remember St. Thomas Church  in your will. 

 
 

SERVER SCHEDULES 
 

Please check in the sacristy when you arrive 
to see if servers are needed. 

 
AUG 19/20 
Sat    5:00 pm J Lewallen, M Bell, I Hernandez 
Sun   8:00 am J Kilian, H Kilian, G Kilian 
Sun   9:30 am C Tyre, H Tyre, S Slevin 
Sun 11:00 amA Stevenson, N Stevenson, C Stevenson 
Sun   5:00 pm  L Piper, Q Doubleday, B Doubleday 
 
AUG 21-26-  8:00 am  D Bare 
 
 
AUG 26/27 
Sat    5:00 pm  A Perez, A Perez, B Socha 
Sun   8:00 am  A Rusk, A Wong 
Sun   9:30 am  L Jockisch, E Sherman, Z Sherman 
Sun 11:00 am  D Bare, C Tockes, K Tockes 
Sun   5:00 pm  L Bender, L Longanbach, B Russel 
 
AUG 29-SEPT 2   8:00am   B Geers, C Messmer 

 
 
 

ST. THOMAS FOOD PANTRY 
FOLLOWING IS A SUGGESTED LIST FOOD ITEMS: 

 
 

            Dry Pasta      Rice   Box Potatoes             
 Pancake Mix      Syrup           Can Tomatoes
 Can Fruit               Tuna   Beef Stew 
 Crackers       Jelly              Peanut Butter  
 Can Veggies     Cereal Meal Helpers 
 Mac & Cheese      Soup            Tomato Sauce 
 

Thank you for your generosity 

 
 
 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
 
 

       8/6/2017  Fiscal YTD 
 

   Collections needed   $ 23,000    $ 138,000 
   Sunday Collections   $ 23,185    $ 105,747 
   Electronic Collections $  4,210    $   25,260 
   Total Collected   $ 27,395    $ 131,007 
   Over/(Short)    $   4,395    $   (6,993) 
 

We appreciate your generosity 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wedding Congratulations 
 

Kathryn Knolhoff  ~  Justin Ayers 
 

Christopher Jackson  ~  Madisen Manning 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Parishioners of st. thomas

804 West trailcreek Dr. • Peoria, il
WWW.rashiDPutman.com • 309-670-0700



 
PARISH REGISTRATION 

 
 
NAME  _________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS _______________________________________ 
 
 
CITY _____________________________ZIP____________ 
 
  
PHONE _________________________________________ 
 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS____EMAIL ____________________ 

Parish Activities 

 
 
 

 Registration for 2017-2018 
 
Registration for CCD classes for the 2017-18 school 
year will be after all Masses August 26/27 in the lower 
level of the church. If you have questions, contact An-
gie Robenstein at 645-1364. Classes for Grades 1-8 
will be held on Wednesday evenings from 6:00—7:00 
pm in the school, beginning September 6, 2017. 
Please register by August 14th. 
Thank you. 

 
 

St. Thomas READS 
 

St. Thomas READS! More Good Books to Share 
Build Parish community—Meet New People 
 
Next meeting: Thursday, August 24 at Panera’s on 
Westlake at 4:00 pm 
Book: A Hope More Powerful Than the Sea: One Refu-
gee’s Incredible Story of Love, Loss, and Survival by 
Melissa Fleming 
 
For more information, contact Jane Genzel, 645-5303 
or jane@mtco.com 

 
 That Man Is You 

 
 

All men are invited to register for That Man Is You. In 
our third year of this program, the theme for this year 
is “the Revelation of the Father.” Sessions will be on 
Friday mornings, beginning on September 8, with 
doors open for coffee and light breakfast at 5:30 am. 
The video presentation will start at 6:00 am, and we 
will adjourn just before the 7:00 am Mass. Registra-
tion will be held in the lower level of the church after 
all Masses the weekend of August 19/20, and again 
on August 26/27. Whether you are a returning partici-
pant from last year or an interested new party, please 
stop by and register.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is time to begin thinking about people you might 
know who are interested in joining the Catholic 
Church. The RCIA is a program intended to give peo-
ple the opportunity to reflect on their relationship 
with God and learn what the Catholic Church believes 
and teaches. 
 
If you know someone interested, please call Sr. Rachel 
at 688-3446. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following is an update to St. Vincent de Paul ac-
tivity. These figures include January through June of 
this year. Out total receipts (including the monthly 
collection and other donations) were $25,804.00. We 
have paid out $39,248.00 to 272 people in need. This 
includes rent, utilities, furniture and a few miscellane-
ous needs. We appreciate your generosity in giving us 
the opportunity to help those in need in our area. 
God bless you. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet and Greet Day 
at St. Thomas School 

 
Sunday, August 20 

After the 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 am Masses 
   In the school cafeteria and gym. 

 
All students and parents will have a chance to meet 

their teachers and check out their classroom. 
 

Don’t forget:  there will be a uniform exchange in 
the cafeteria. 

 
We encourage you to bring any school supplies you 

would like to drop off.  

 

Safe Environment Training 
 

St. Thomas School will offer the Safe Environment 
Training for any adult who will be working with chil-
dren during this school year. It would include adults 
who have an occasion to help with the students in 
various activities. 
The class will be on Wednesday, September 13th at 
7:00 pm in classroom 108 in the lower level of the 
school. 
Fingerprinting will take place at 6:00 pm in the same 
room. 
To register, please call 685-2533. 

Open Position 
 

St. Thomas School is looking for a full-time teacher’s 
aide, M-F during the school day. As a minimum, a 
teacher aide must have an Associate’s Degree, or 
have successfully completed 2 years of study at a re-
gionally accredited college or university. A teacher 
aide must be able to assist with the instruction of 
reading, writing, and mathematics in the school as 
directed by the teacher. Contact maureenbent-
ley@stthomas-school.net. 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU…. 
 

      ….to all of you who helped with the backpack distribution—donating filled backpacks or supplies, or 
      money, or toothbrushes—volunteering; both adults and 8th graders, to play games, educate parents, 
      give out backpacks, shop, “pack the packs”, register the families, take pictures…  the list goes on and on.  
 
      This is St. Thomas at it’s best—when we help our neighbors and claim the promise of our Lord who 
      told us in Matthew 25: 
 
 
      “What ever you did for one 
      of the least of these my 
      brothers and sisters, you 
      did for me.”   
 
               Thank you,  
               Thank you, 
               Thank you! 
 
The Social Justice Committee 
 

BACKPACK EVENT 



AREA  ACTIVITIES 

 
Shoes for WATER 

 Last year St. Thomas supported the efforts of 
St. Ann Church who sponsors a shoe drive in conjunc-
tion with WaterStep, a non profit organization that 
provides safe and reliable drinking water all over the 
world. 
 This year St. Thomas will have available a box 
in the lower level of the church at the bottom of the 
steps for you to bring in shoes that you would other-
wise throw away in order to help with this project. 
 We will have the box available August 13-25. 
You can simply bring any shoes to church and they 
will be picked up on Monday. It would help the activi-
ties that come along in the church, e.g. Funerals, wed-
dings, etc. if the shoes would be brought in on the 
weekend for pick up on Monday. 

 
St. Monica Parish in East Peoria is sponsoring a 
time of spiritual refreshment. Please join us for a Mis-
sion, ANOINTED FOR A PURPOSE, presented by Mary 
Sharon Moore, M.T.S., Catholic author, teacher and 
retreat master Monday-Wednesday, August 28-30. 
Morning Mass at 8:00 am; evening talks 6:30 pm.  

 
 

Men’s Cursillo Christian Retreat 
 

September 22-24 
Cursillo is a weekend retreat, a short course in Christi-
anity, held at the Spalding Retreat Center. If you are 
interested in learning more about it or wishing to par-
ticipate in it, please call Ken Matheny at 453-0988.  
 
Golfers: Join the Cursillo community for their gold 
outing in memory of Bill Fitch on Saturday, September 
16. If interested in golfing, being a sponsor or do-
nating a door prize, contact Bob Frericks at 689-6267 
or 276-4166 by August 21. 

 
Catholic Scripture Study: St. Jude Parish is spon-
soring a Bible Study “Acts of the Apostles” beginning 
September 5 and continuing until April 17. Tuesday 
mornings from 9:30-11:00 am. Registration deadline 
August 20. To register, mail $50 check made payable 
to St. Jude Church to Janice Lukich, 20806 N. Sequoia 
Curve, Chillicothe, IL. 61523. Enclose participant 
name, address, phone number, email, parish and indi-
cate if mom’s group is required. For questions, call 
Janice at 249-2305. 

 
Retreat Opportunities 

Benet House Retreat Center 
St. Mary Monastery 

Rock Island, IL. 
 

 One Stop Vocation Retreat: Sept. 2—4 
 
 Break-A-Way: Day of Prayer and Reflection: Sept.6 
 
 Expressing the Psalms with Music & Writing: 

Sept.8-9 
 
 “Celebrating Four Gifts of Autumn: Beauty, Har-

vest, Letting Go and Hope” with Sr. Melanie Svo-
boda: Sept. 15 

 
 

For more information, call 283-2108. 

 
Catholic Women’s League  

 
Catholic Women’s League Monthly Rosary will be held 
Monday, August 21 at St. Mark Church.  

 

St John Paul II Relic 
Pilgrimage & Mass 

 

Cathedral of St Mary 
August 19   3:00pm—9:30 pm 

 
 

     3:00-6:00 pm    Veneration of the Relic 
              6:00 pm    Talk by Mother Adela Galindo 
                     Foundress SCRJM 
              7:15 pm    Mass with Bishop Jenky 
               8:15pm    Cenacle (praise and worship  
                        adoration) 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH                  309-688-3446 
904 EAST LAKE AVENUE 
PEORIA HEIGHTS, IL. 61616 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
Msgr. Jason A. Gray, Pastor,   ext 3 
     msgrgray@stthomas-church.net 
Rev. Paul Stark S.J.,  Parochial Vicar,   ext 4 
     paulstarksj@stthomas-church.net 
Sr. Rachel Bergschneider, Pastoral Associate,  ext 5 
     rbergsch@juno.com 
Maureen Bentley, St. Thomas School Principal 
Deacon Frank Eaton 
Deacon Mark Kelsch 
Deacon John Nelson 
Deacon Ed Mallow 
Terri Moon, Parish Secretary, ext 0 
Valerie Wallenfang, Parish Secretary 
Angie Robenstein, CCD Coordinator 
Ann Horst, Liturgical Music Coordinator 
Julie Streid, Parish Accountant 
Pat Wombacher, Tuition Coordinator 
Jan Smith, Director of Development & Alumni 
Jan Alt, Parish Nurse  
Linda Hernandez, Pastoral Care/Caring Presence Ministry 
Annulment Consultations:   Colleen McCulla, 256-0730 
                                             John Mackoway,  699-5213 
                                             Linn Perkins   231-0261 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

Baptism class is held for all parents before the baptism of their 
child.  Please contact Sr. Rachel to schedule the class.   
Next Baptisms:  August 27 at 11:00 am Mass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
Beth Salmon, Trustee 243-2257 
Matt Vonachen, Trustee 360-0578 
George Burek, President 446-3623 
Carolyn Kinskey, Vice President 966-3252 
Anne Gray, Secretary 691-1479 
Brian Barkley 692-4165 
Dave Donnelly 693-7315 
Mary Jo Pinto 692-6107 
Mike Shekleton 258-2326 
Dr Ted Wolgamot 691-0618 

Mon-Sat
10-5

688-PEAR

4544 N Prospect Rd.
Peoria Heights

aperfectpearboutique.com
Libby Fritsch-Koszuta, cLass oF ‘94

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 aufman

Specializing in aSphalt paving • aSphalt Sealing

Peoria Notre Dame High School
5105 N Sheridan Road

Peoria, IL  61614 • 309-691-8741
Celebrating over 150 Years of Catholic Education

KELLY GLASS, INC.
 Bob Kelly www
 2400 S.W. Adams (309) 676-3573

GLAZING CONTRACTORS

309-671-4543

e’ve Got You Covered Since 1910”
1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Dr. Laurie Donlan
Ph. 309.692.0175

www.kidsfirstdentalgroup.com

4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612
— Parishioners —

www.hedigerandmeyers.com
 Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

     Law Office of Peter J. Lynch
Family Law ▪ Criminal Defense ▪ Civil Litigation

FREE Consultation    ▪ 309-573-1443 ▪
www.peterlynchlaw.com ▪ Parish Member

Dentures Par excellence
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

8101 N University

• REAL ESTATE •
691-3121

1 & 2 Room Whirlpool Suites
Children under 12 stay  FREE

AMERICINN® OF PEORIA

9106 N Lindbergh Dr.
309-692-9200

Large Indoor Pool & Whirlpool 
Free Enhanced Continental Breakfast

Parishioners of st. thomas

804 West trailcreek Dr. • Peoria, il
WWW.rashiDPutman.com • 309-670-0700 4704 N. Sheridan Rd., Peoria IL 61614

(309) 688-4327

Come see us for a free hearing screening

Specialists dedicated to your cardiovascular health

Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

Compliments of

Since 1968

www.osfhealthcare.org

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Give us a taste
Avanti’s gives an American flavor to 

an Italian favorite.

Call Us or Order Online! We deliver.
avantispeoria.com

Five Locations in Peoria, East Peoria, and Pekin.

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/goIL

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080115
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080713
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080513
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080788
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080689
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080612
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080516
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080714
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080314
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080708
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080112
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080912
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080906
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080614
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080413
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080602
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BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

Honig-Bell
7555 N. Knoxville Bus: 689-7371 Cell: 360-0012

AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT
43 Years Experience Working With The Aged

Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner
Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation

7ONPROSPECT.COM
S

ON PROSPECT
A COSMOPOLITAN GRILL

E E NV
4609 N PROSPECT AVE.
309.682.7007

PARISHIONER

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381

(309) 682-2090

2809 West Willow Knolls Drive • Peoria, IL

Harry Watts, D.D.s.
Parishioner

212 North Davenport • Metamora 309-367-2378

Evening Hours Available  •  Office Hours by Appointment
www.baldikrall.com

GENERAL DENTISTRY & INvISALIGN ORThODONTIcS
Steven T. Baldi, D.D.S. Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS

Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

William C. Wombacher
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

wombacherlaw.com

Business ~ Real Estate
Elder Law Solutions

674-8125 PARISHIONER

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
TIM & TOM SMITH - Plumbing

tomsmithplumbing.com
IL LIC. 058-1052420

 688-5114 429 E Sciota Ave. • Peoria Heights

Peoria Heights - 681-1779 
1231 E. Samuel Ave.

North Peoria - 691-7891 
3300 W. Willow Knolls Dr.

parties • catering • rehearsal dinners

James Kelly - Owner/Parishioner

www.oliverspizza.org

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.41  61602

W

309-671-3550

Roger E. Holzgrafe • S. Linn Perkins

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Ed Zosky, GRI
President, Parishioner

www.Zosky.com
500 School St.       Bus: 745-3300 Cell: 696-7441

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

James a. GeraGhty, m.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

sc
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rm
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m

309.691.0300 • 2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy.

Jamie L. Smith, DDS, MS
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

www.growingsmilespeoria.com
(309) 685-4444
4207 N. Prospect • Peoria Heights

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

KEMP MFG. CO.

Locally owned
for 88 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com

James Blair - Contractor
309-613-1463Licensed free estimates

Tim NewliN
attorney at law

416 Main Street, 6th Floor, Peoria
tnewlin@hinshawlaw.com • 674-1025

h i n s h a w  &  c u l b e r t s o n  l l p

Floyd J. Rashid, D.D.S.

2819 Knoxville Ave. | Peoria

Full and Partial Denture Service
Emergency Extractions
Including Wisdom Teeth

General Dentistry

(309) 688-5800 | cell 453-9505 Parishioner

New Patients Welcome!
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