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TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
        Reading I:  Isaiah   45: 1,4-6 
       Reading II:  1 Thessalonians    1:  1-5b 
            Gospel:  Matthew  22:15-21 
 
Jesus’ statement in this week’s Gospel has  been quoted 
out of context numerous times. Jesus’ response to the 
Herodian sympathizers and Pharisees cuts into the ploy 
they had to catch Him. Jesus refuses to be trapped by the 
question. By answering as he does, he demonstrates the 
relative value of all commitments in comparison to the 
commitment to love God. Everything else will find its 
meaning in relation to that. Jesus is not giving a definitive 
teaching on taxes or government. He is saying that love of 
one’s country and allegiance to its leaders have a value, 
but a relative one. The value of nationalism easily becomes 
a vice when it is understood in the tribal sense of “us” 
against “them.“  

 
 
 
 
CARING FOR OUR NEIGHBOR FAIR  will be after all 
Masses this weekend 
 
CENTERING PRAYER  Monday, Oct 23 at 8:30 am in  
old church basement 
 
PARISH COUNCIL  Monday, Oct 23 at 7:30 pm in the 
parish office meeting room 
   
ROSARY FOR PEACE  Tuesday, Oct 17 at 10:00 am in  
chapel 
 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE  Tuesday, Oct 24 at 6:30 
pm in the school library 
 
BIBLE STUDY Wednesday, Oct 25 at 8:45 am in  
parish office meeting room 
 
CCD Wednesday, Oct 25 from 6:00-7:00 pm in  school 
 
RCIA  Wednesday, Oct 25 at 7:00 pm in school library 
 
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  Thursday, Oct 26 at 
7:00 pm in  old church basement 
 
THAT MAN IS YOU  Friday, Oct 27 at 5:30 am in the 
lower level of  church.  This week’s topic will be The 
Attack on the Heart of the Father 
 
TRUNK OR TREAT  Friday, Oct 27 at 6:30 pm in the 
back parking lot 
 
HEADING AVE FRANCISCANS ORNAMENT SALE  of 
the 2017 Rolan Johnson Ornament will be after all 
Masses next weekend 
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Monday, October 23, 2017-St John of Capistrano 
   7:00am   Eileen O’Connell/Family 
   8:00am   Ray Bastenero/Lucille Harczuk & Family 
 
Tuesday, October 24, 2017-St Anthony Mary Claret 
   7:00am   Joe Connolly/Jack & Margaret Weinstein 
   8:00am   Melvin Ghighi/Robert Morrissey Family 
 
Wednesday, October 25, 2017 
   7:00am   Sam Ottenweller/Beth Washburn 
   8:00am   Smith & Hafner Families 
 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 
   7:00am   Edith Thompson/Sherri Armstrong 
   8:00am   John Ambrosch/Tony Ferris 
   9:15am   Mary Janke/Family 
 
Friday, October 27, 2017 
   7:00am  Tony Bushell/Sandra Gebhardt 
   8:00am   John Schlicksup, Jr/Ginny Schlicksup & Family 
 
Saturday, October 28, 2017 
   8:00am   Tony Gay/Pete & Kathryn Martin 
   5:00pm   Jess & Carol Montez/Steve & Carla Montez     
      Family 
 
Sunday, October 29, 2017 
   7:00am   Betty Kapraun/Family 
   9:00am   Bob Dixon 18th Anniv/Billy & Diane Dixon 
 11:00am   Linda Schachtrup/Family 
   5:00pm   Raymundo Aguila, Jr & Milagros Mugal/Juanita  
      Corrales 

 

Mass Schedule Changes 
Beginning October 28/29 

 
Saturday  5:00 pm 

    Sunday  7:00, 9:00, 11:00 am; 
      and 5:00 pm 



After the passage of the Affordable Care Act, the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
expressed concern over the mandates imposed on 
religious institutions which were compelled to cover 
medical care that they found morally 
objectionable.  You may have heard of this objection 
which was litigated in the court case filed by the Little 
Sisters of the Poor.  At that time, Bishop Jenky asked 
us to pray for the protection of our religious liberty 
under the intercession of St. Michael the Archangel. 
  
Recently, an executive order has granted relief to 
religious groups which are now exempt from the HHS 
mandate that would have otherwise compelled 
Catholic institutions to provide objectionable medical 
services, including abortion inducing medication.  The 
USCCB has welcomed this exemption which reflects 
the long-standing practice that no federal regulation 
should intrude on our freedom as Catholics to follow 
our conscience. 
  
However, an executive order does not guarantee the 
permanent protection of our religious liberty.  It may 
happen that a subsequent executive order or 
mandate of the Secretary of HHS could impose the 
same or even more draconian demands on the 
Catholic Church.  For this reason, our Bishop has 
asked us to continue to pray the prayer to St. Michael 
the Archangel “for the freedom of the Catholic 
Church in America and throughout the world.”  Thank 
you for your prayerful support, as we all share in the 
need to vigorously defend our religious liberties and 
to protect our rights to follow our conscience. 
    -Msgr Gray 

 

 

SERVER SCHEDULES 
 

Please check in the sacristy when you arrive 
to see if servers are needed. 

 
OCT 21/22 
Sat    5:00 pm  B Doubleday, Q Doubleday, G Temple 
Sun   8:00 am  E Sherman, Z Sherman 
Sun   9:30 am  B Geers, E Geers, J Geers 
Sun 11:00 am  R Bender, L Jockisch, T Robenstein 
Sun   5:00 pm  L Fricke, A Meister, B Russell 
 

OCT 23-28   8:00am  K Kube, R Kube 
 
OCT 28/29 
Sat    5:00 pm  G Jockisch, G Jockisch, E King 
Sun   7:00 am  D Bare, J Frederickson 
Sun   9:00 am  G Kilian, H Kilian, J Kilian 
Sun 11:00 am  M Buckardt, S Wyman 
Sun   5:00 pm  M Adams, C Girard, I Girard 
 

OCT 30-Nov 4-  8:00 am  B Geers, J Geers 
 
ALL SAINTS MASSES-Oct 31/Nov 1 
Tue    5:30pm  Volunteers Needed 
Wed   9:15am D Bare, J Frederickson, I Hernandez, L Piper 
Wed 12:15pm C Messmer, T Robenstein 
Wed   7:00pm N Stevenson, C Wombacher 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION 
Saturdays in the chapel 

4:00-4:45 pm and 6:00-6:30 pm 

 
 

It is time to begin thinking about people 
you might know who are interested in join-
ing the Catholic Church. The RCIA is a pro-

gram intended to give people the opportunity to re-
flect on their relationship with God and learn what 
the Catholic Church believes and teaches. 
 
If you know someone interested please call Sr. Rachel 
at 688-3446. 

 

St. Thomas Website:  stthomaspeoria.org 
 

St. Thomas e-mail:  parishoffice@stthomas-church.net  

Parish  Council Nominees 
 

The Parish Council is asking parishioners to nominate a 
person who would be a good council member for the next 
three years. Please fill in the following statement with your 
name and the name of the person you nominate with a 
brief explanation of why the person would be a good coun-
cil member. 
Your name________________________________ 
Name of person you nominate________________ 
One explanation of why the person would be a good coun-
cil member._____________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 

 

St. Thomas READS 
 October 26, 5:00 pm The Year of Small Things by 

Sarah Arthur and Erin Wasinger 
 Donnelly’s Pub .We plan to stay for dinner. 

Build Community. Meet new people. 
 November 30 4:00 pm Catholics by Brian Moore  
  
 Build Community. Meet new people 



PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

NAME  _________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS _______________________________________ 
 
 
CITY _____________________________ZIP____________ 
 
  
PHONE _________________________________________ 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS____EMAIL ____________________ 

 

 
 
 

St. Thomas School  
 

After care Program position: This individual will be 
working with K-8 graders in an after school program 
from 3:00-5:30 pm Monday through Friday. They will 
help oversee/assist the students playing and working 
on their homework in the cafeteria and gym. 
If interested, please contact Mrs. Maureen Bentley at 
(309) 685-2533. 
 
BoxTops: Please bring in your boxtops to support our 
school. Each boxtop is $.10. There will be a box top 
container in the lower level near the steps. We will 
submit our next group of boxtops on November 1.  

 
 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED THIS WEEK:  
John Zaremba;  Eilleen Colgan 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
 

      10/8/2017  Fiscal YTD 
 

   Collections needed   $ 23,000    $ 345,000 
   Sunday Collections   $ 17,371    $ 257,560 
   Electronic Collections $  4,210    $   63,150 
   Total Collected   $ 21,581    $ 320,710 
   Over/(Short)    $ (1,419)    $ (24,290) 
 

We appreciate your generosity 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

 
 
 

ST. THOMAS FOOD PANTRY 
FOLLOWING IS A SUGGESTED LIST FOOD ITEMS: 

 

Dry Pasta      Rice   Box Potatoes             
Pancake Mix      Syrup           Can Tomatoes  
Can Fruit                Tuna   Beef Stew  
Crackers       Jelly              Peanut Butter  
Can Veggies     Cereal Meal Helpers  
Mac & Cheese      Soup            Tomato Sauce 
 

Thank you for your generosity 

 

Charismatic Prayer Group 
 

The Charismatic Prayer Group will host a video series 
featuring Fr. David Pivonka: 
 November 16    The Spirit in the Desert 
 December 7       The Spirit Convicts 
 January 18         The Spirit’s Freedom 
 February 15       The Spirit Gives Witness 
 

Meetings: second Thursday of month in the old 
church basement. 

 

Caring for our Neighbor 
 

Mission Sunday Fair 
This weekend after all Masses in lower level 

of church. Please join us!! 

 
   
 
  
Recently Deacon Mark Kelsch wrote about practicing our 
faith as sincerely as possible. Those words have proven to 
do just that in support of our Friends of the Poor Walk on 
September 23rd. 
 Thank You to our Event Sponsors..Linda Kepple 
Team, Mike Miller Automotive, Steve Jackson ofPrairie 
Home Alliance, Jamie Smith of DDS Dentistry, Bill McCar-
thy at Coldwell Bank and Sarah Hardgrove-Koleno at KRa. 
Thank you to the many parishioners and friends who con-
tributed so generously in sponsoring Walkers.  

 
 
 
 
Knights of Spalding Council Knights of Columbus will be a 
St. Thomas on Sunday, November 5. We will be serving 
coffee and donuts in the lower level of the church dining 
room after all the Sunday morning Masses. 

www.osfhealthcare.org



 
Please remember St. Thomas Church  in your will. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PND Class of 2022 Placement Testing: The High 
School Placement Test will be given on Saturday, No-
vember 4, 2017 at Peoria Notre Dame High School. 
Cost is $20. Contact: https://
www.peorianotredame.com/placement/ for details. 
 
PND Shadow Visits: 8th Grade Students are invited 
to experience a day at PND by scheduling a shadow 
visit. Contact https://my.peorianotredame.con/
shadow-request 

 

Readings for This Week 
 

  Mon, Oct 23 Rom 4:20-25;  Lk 12:13-21 
  Tue, Oct 24 Rom 5:12,15b,17-19,20b-21;  Lk 12:35-38 
  Wed, Oct 25 Rom 6:12-18;  Lk 12:39-48 
  Thu, Oct 26 Rom 6:19-23;  Lk12:49-53 
  Fri, Oct 27 Rom 7:18-25a;  Lk 12:54-59 
  Sat, Oct 28 Eph 2:19-22;  Lk 6:12-16 

 
Area Events 

 
 St. Monica’s Ladies Guild presents HOLIDAY HAP-

PENINGS on Saturday, October 28 from 9:00 am 
— 2:00 pm.  

 
 Peoria Diocesan Council of Catholic Women in-

vites you to a Day of Remembrance for All Souls 
on Monday, November 6 at Sacred Heart Church 
in Annawan, IL. Cost: $18 Call 691-3874. 

 
 St. Augustine Manor 15th Annual Charity Auction 

and Mass on Thursday, November 2 at St. Augus-
tine Manor.   

 
 The Illinois Valley Fuller Center for Housing is 

offering FREE yard cleanups for Veterans and wid-
ows of Veterans. Volunteers will provide a maxi-
mum of 2 hours of service, weather permitting. 
call 363-3737. 





ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH                  309-688-3446 
904 EAST LAKE AVENUE 
PEORIA HEIGHTS, IL. 61616 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
Msgr. Jason A. Gray, Pastor,   ext 3 
     msgrgray@stthomas-church.net 
Rev. Paul Stark S.J.,  Parochial Vicar,   ext 4 
     paulstarksj@stthomas-church.net 
Sr. Rachel Bergschneider, Pastoral Associate,  ext 5 
     rbergsch@juno.com 
Maureen Bentley, St. Thomas School Principal 
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Deacon Mark Kelsch 
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Deacon Ed Mallow 
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Julie Streid, Parish Accountant 
Pat Wombacher, Tuition Coordinator 
Jan Smith, Director of Development & Alumni 
Jan Alt, Parish Nurse  
Linda Hernandez, Pastoral Care/Caring Presence Ministry 
Annulment Consultations:   Colleen McCulla, 256-0730 
                                             John Mackoway,  699-5213 
                                             Linn Perkins   231-0261 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

Baptism class is held for all parents before the baptism of their 
child.  Please contact Sr. Rachel to schedule the class.   
Next Baptisms:  October 29 at 11:00 am Mass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
Beth Salmon, Trustee 243-2257 
Matt Vonachen, Trustee 360-0578 
George Burek, President 446-3623 
Anne Gray, Secretary 691-1479 
Brian Barkley 692-4165 
Dave Donnelly 693-7315 
Mary Jo Pinto 692-6107 
Mike Shekleton 258-2326 
Dr Ted Wolgamot 691-0618 

Mon-Sat
10-5

688-PEAR

4544 N Prospect Rd.
Peoria Heights

aperfectpearboutique.com
Libby Fritsch-Koszuta, cLass oF ‘94

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 aufman

Specializing in aSphalt paving • aSphalt Sealing

Peoria Notre Dame High School
5105 N Sheridan Road

Peoria, IL  61614 • 309-691-8741
Celebrating over 150 Years of Catholic Education

KELLY GLASS, INC.
 Bob Kelly www
 2400 S.W. Adams (309) 676-3573

GLAZING CONTRACTORS

309-671-4543

e’ve Got You Covered Since 1910”
1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Dr. Laurie Donlan
Ph. 309.692.0175

www.kidsfirstdentalgroup.com

4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612
— Parishioners —

www.hedigerandmeyers.com
 Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

     Law Office of Peter J. Lynch
Family Law ▪ Criminal Defense ▪ Civil Litigation

FREE Consultation    ▪ 309-573-1443 ▪
www.peterlynchlaw.com ▪ Parish Member

Dentures Par excellence
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

8101 N University

• REAL ESTATE •
691-3121

1 & 2 Room Whirlpool Suites
Children under 12 stay  FREE

AMERICINN® OF PEORIA

9106 N Lindbergh Dr.
309-692-9200

Large Indoor Pool & Whirlpool 
Free Enhanced Continental Breakfast

Parishioners of st. thomas

804 West trailcreek Dr. • Peoria, il
WWW.rashiDPutman.com • 309-670-0700 4704 N. Sheridan Rd., Peoria IL 61614

(309) 688-4327

Come see us for a free hearing screening

Specialists dedicated to your cardiovascular health

Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

Compliments of

Since 1968

www.osfhealthcare.org

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Give us a taste
Avanti’s gives an American flavor to 

an Italian favorite.

Call Us or Order Online! We deliver.
avantispeoria.com

Five Locations in Peoria, East Peoria, and Pekin.

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/goIL

Roger F. Mulhern lll
Financial Planning Specialist
Senior Vice President • Financial Advisor
401 Main St. • Suite 1000, Peoria, IL 61602
309-671-2856 • roger.mulhern@morganstanley.com
©2017 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. crc1596709
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BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

Honig-Bell
7555 N. Knoxville Bus: 689-7371 Cell: 360-0012

AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT
43 Years Experience Working With The Aged

Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner
Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation

7ONPROSPECT.COM
S

ON PROSPECT
A COSMOPOLITAN GRILL

E E NV
4609 N PROSPECT AVE.
309.682.7007

PARISHIONER

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381

(309) 682-2090

2809 West Willow Knolls Drive • Peoria, IL

Harry Watts, D.D.s.
Parishioner

212 North Davenport • Metamora 309-367-2378

Evening Hours Available  •  Office Hours by Appointment
www.baldikrall.com

GENERAL DENTISTRY & INvISALIGN ORThODONTIcS
Steven T. Baldi, D.D.S. Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS

Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

William C. Wombacher
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

wombacherlaw.com

Business ~ Real Estate
Elder Law Solutions

674-8125 PARISHIONER

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
TIM & TOM SMITH - Plumbing

tomsmithplumbing.com
IL LIC. 058-1052420

 688-5114 429 E Sciota Ave. • Peoria Heights

Peoria Heights - 681-1779 
1231 E. Samuel Ave.

North Peoria - 691-7891 
3300 W. Willow Knolls Dr.

parties • catering • rehearsal dinners

James Kelly - Owner/Parishioner

www.oliverspizza.org

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.41  61602

W

309-671-3550

Roger E. Holzgrafe • S. Linn Perkins

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Ed Zosky, GRI
President, Parishioner

www.Zosky.com
500 School St.       Bus: 745-3300 Cell: 696-7441

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

James a. GeraGhty, m.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

sc
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309.691.0300 • 2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy.

Jamie L. Smith, DDS, MS
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

www.growingsmilespeoria.com
(309) 685-4444
4207 N. Prospect • Peoria Heights

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

KEMP MFG. CO.

Locally owned
for 88 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com

James Blair - Contractor
309-613-1463Licensed free estimates

Tim NewliN
attorney at law

416 Main Street, 6th Floor, Peoria
tnewlin@hinshawlaw.com • 674-1025

h i n s h a w  &  c u l b e r t s o n  l l p

Floyd J. Rashid, D.D.S.

2819 Knoxville Ave. | Peoria

Full and Partial Denture Service
Emergency Extractions
Including Wisdom Teeth

General Dentistry

(309) 688-5800 | cell 453-9505 Parishioner

New Patients Welcome!
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