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THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
        Reading I:  Malachi     1:14b-2:2b,8-10 
       Reading II:  1 Thessalonians    2:7b-9,13 
            Gospel:  Matthew  23:1-12 
 
“Practice what you preach” is a line all of us have heard 
many times. In today’s Gospel Jesus addresses it to 
religious people. When we look at all four Gospels, we see 
that Jesus is continually frustrated and angered by people 
who put on ornate religious rituals without making the 
love of God and neighbor part of their everyday living. 
People in leadership should not think they are better than 
everyone else. Jesus has a narrow definition of service. 
“the greatest among you will be the one who serves the 
rest.” Service is given by someone who is humble, that is, 
who knows who they truly are in God’s sight. 

 
 
 
 
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL, FOOD PANTRY AND CHRIST 
CHILD COLLECTIONS will be this weekend. 
 
COFFEE AND DONUTS  after morning Masses will be 
served by SPALDING COUNCIL/KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS 
 
CENTERING PRAYER  Monday, Nov 6 at 8:30 am in  
old church basement 
 
WOMEN’S GUILD  Monday, Nov 6 at 6:30 in the 
lower level of the church 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE  Monday, Nov 6 at 7:00 
pm in the parish office meeting room 
 
ROSARY FOR PEACE  Tuesday, Nov 7 at 10:00 am in  
chapel 
 
BIBLE STUDY Wednesday, Nov 8 at 8:45 am in  parish 
office meeting room 
 
CCD Wednesday, Nov 8 from 6:00-7:00 pm in  school 
 
RCIA  Wednesday, Nov 8 at 7:00 pm in school library 
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION  Thursday, Nov 9 at 7:00 pm 
 
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  Thursday, Nov 9 at 
7:00 pm in old church basement 
 
THAT MAN IS YOU  Friday, Nov 10 at 5:30 am in the 
lower level of  church.  This week’s topic will be 
Weeds in Intellectual Formation 
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Monday, November 6, 2017 
   7:00am   Mick Donahue/Carol, Scott & Tim 
   8:00am   Donna Brookhart/St Vincent de Paul Parish 
 
Tuesday, November 7, 2017 
   7:00am   James Lawler/Sue Lawler Smith 
   8:00am   Adam Lagocki/Family 
 
Wednesday, November 8, 2017 
   7:00am   Intentions of Ben West/Ed Mallow 
   8:00am   Henry Stickelmaier/Paul & Ann Horst 
 
Thursday, November 9, 2017-Dedication of the Lateran  
              Basilica 
   7:00am   Janet Kimberlin/Family 
   8:00am   Lawrence Morton & Franz Hausner/Glen &  
      Trudy Morton 
   9:15am   Specials Intentions (MCW) 
 
Friday, November 10, 2017-St Leo the Great 
   7:00am   Dr James A Snyder, Jr/Dad 
   8:00am   Thomas A McGinn & Family/Jack & Frances 
      McGinn 
 
Saturday, November 11, 2017-St Martin of Tours 
   8:00am   T Joseph Varkey/The Joseph Family 
   5:00pm   Dec Mem Sweeney & Conlon Families 
 
Sunday, November 12, 2017 
   7:00am   Tom & Dorothy Lavin/Rich & Colleen Lavin 
   9:00am   Ted Schumacher/Family 
 11:00am   Connie Dobrydnia/Mary Lou Dobrydnia Family 
   5:00pm   Edith Thompson/Karen Helton 

 

Mass Schedule Changes 
Beginning October 28/29 

 
Saturday  5:00 pm 

    Sunday  7:00, 9:00, 11:00 am; 
      and 5:00 pm 



 
Thank you for your adjustment to our new Mass 
schedule.  With the help of our ushers, we 
periodically measure the attendance at our 
Masses.  While the total overall attendance from last 
weekend remained about the same as previous, with 
one less Mass, each individual Mass had a greater 
number of people participating.  I think that we are 
often encouraged when we come to a Mass that is 
well attended rather than sparsely attended.  It is also 
good for each of us to have a greater opportunity to 
meet more of our fellow parishioners. 
 
Another benefit to this schedule is that there is an 
interval of 2 hours between Masses rather than 90 
minutes.  This means that we do not need to be 
rushed between Masses, especially when we have a 
social activity.  In fact, on Sunday morning, coffee and 
donuts will be offered thanks to the volunteers from 
the Knights of Columbus.  This is the perfect time to 
share a refreshment and some fellowship with other 
parishioners. 
    -Msgr Gray 

 

 

SERVER SCHEDULES 
 

Please check in the sacristy when you arrive 
to see if servers are needed. 

 
NOV 4/5 
Sat    5:00 pm  A Fontana, C Tockes, K Tockes 
Sun   7:00 am  C Guingrich, M Guingrich 
Sun   9:00 am  J Horst, A Meister, C Tyre, H Tyre 
Sun 11:00 am  J Luong, L Piper, H Short 
Sun   5:00 pm  M Adams, J Campbell 
 

NOV 6-11   8:00am  M Buckardt, M Couri 
 
NOV 11/12 
Sat    5:00 pm  G Jockisch, G Jockisch, G Temple 
Sun   7:00 am  A Stevenson, C Stevenson, N Stevenson 
Sun   9:00 am  E Sherman, Z Sherman, C Wombacher,  
             A Wong 
Sun 11:00 am  C Tockes, K Tockes, S Wyman 
Sun   5:00 pm  L Bender, C Girard, I Girard 
 

NOV 13-18  8:00 am  J Frederickson, T Robenstein 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION 
Saturdays in the chapel 

4:00-4:45 pm and 6:00-6:30 pm 

Parish News 



PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

NAME  _________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS _______________________________________ 
 
 
CITY _____________________________ZIP____________ 
 
  
PHONE _________________________________________ 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS____EMAIL ____________________ 

Please remember St. Thomas Church  in your will. 

 
 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED THIS WEEK:  
Robert Stephens, brother of Muriel Tobin 
 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
 

                10/22/2017  Fiscal YTD 
 

   Collections needed   $ 23,000    $ 391,000 
   Sunday Collections   $ 11,158    $ 281,802 
   Electronic Collections $  4,210    $   71,570 
   Total Collected   $ 15,368    $ 353,372 
   Over/(Short)    $ (7,632)    $ (37,628) 
 

We appreciate your generosity 

Sponsor of the Week 

 
 
 

ST. THOMAS FOOD PANTRY 
FOLLOWING IS A SUGGESTED LIST OF FOOD ITEMS: 

 
 

Dry Pasta      Rice   Box Potatoes             
Pancake Mix      Syrup           Can Tomatoes  
Can Fruit                Tuna   Beef Stew  
Crackers       Jelly              Peanut Butter  
Can Veggies     Cereal Meal Helpers  
Mac & Cheese      Soup            Tomato Sauce 
 

Thank you for your generosity 

 

Charismatic Prayer Group 
 

The Charismatic Prayer Group will host a video series 
featuring Fr. David Pivonka: 
 November 16    The Spirit in the Desert 
 December 7       The Spirit Convicts 
 January 18         The Spirit’s Freedom 
 February 15       The Spirit Gives Witness 
 

Meetings: second Thursday of month in the old 
church basement. 

 

St. Thomas READS 
 November 30, 4:00 pm Catholics by Brian Moore  
 Donnelly’s Pub .We plan to stay for dinner. 

Build Community. Meet new people. 

“Come and Behold Him” 
Nativity Display 

 
The Community Festival of Nativities would like vol-
unteers to help with the event as well as nativities to 
be displayed, table top and other easels, artificial 
trees, fabric remnants. The event will be held Decem-
ber 1-3 at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints. It is sponsored by All Saints Greek Orthodox 
Church and St. Vincent de Paul Church. Free admis-
sion. To volunteer, call the Parish Office and  leave 
your name and phone number. 

Diocesan Healthcare Day 
 

Please join us on Thursday, November 9 at the Spal-
ding Pastoral Center as Dr. Wes Ely, a professor of 
intensive medicine at Vanderbilt University School of 
Medicine and director of the VA Aging Research insti-
tute explores the issue of physician assisted suicide, 
euthanasia, and its ethical implications for all in-
volved in health ministry as well as issues in caring for 
the seriously ill and dying with a faith based ap-
proached.  

 

Catholic Women’s League has their monthly Ro-
sary on Tuesday, November 14 in the coffee shop at 
Buehler Home. There will also be a general meeting. 
 
Annual Bazaar of the Sisters of the Third Or-
der of St. Francis will be at the Motherhouse on 
Friday, November 17 (9am-5pm) and Saturday, No-
vember 18 (9am-2pm).  
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St. Thomas School  

 

After care Program position: This individual will be 
working with K-8 graders in an after school program 
from 3:00-5:30 pm Monday through Friday. They will 
help oversee/assist the students playing and working 
on their homework in the cafeteria and gym. 
If interested, please contact Mrs. Maureen Bentley at 
(309) 685-2533. 

 

Readings for This Week 
 

  Mon, Nov 6 Rom 11:29-36;  Lk 14:12-14 
  Tue, Nov 7 Rom 12:5-16AB;  Lk 14:15-24 
  Wed, Nov 8 Rom 13:8-10;  Lk 14:25-33 
  Thu, Nov 9 Ez 47:1-2,8-9,12;  1Cor 3:9c-11,16-17; 
  Jn 2:13-22 
  Fri, Nov 10 Rom 15:14-21;  Lk 16:1-8 
  Sat, Nov 11 Rom 16:3-9,16,22-27;  Lk 16:9-15 

 

Parish Support Needed 
 
 
In addition to Comet Cash cards offered after weekend 
Masses, a wider list of scrip cards is available on-line. A 
percentage of the face value of each card is donated back 
to St. Thomas. Go to shop.shopwithscrip.com, select Reg-
ister, then Join a Scrip Program. Our registration code is 
BA38E9AD7759. 
 
Do you shop at Kroger? If you have a Kroger card, a por-
tion of your purchases can be donated back to St. Thomas. 
Go to Kroger.com, select My Account, and then sign up for 
Community Rewards. You can find St. Thomas PTO by 
searching for our location, or selecting account 10452. This 
registration lasts only for one year and must be renewed 
annually for St. Thomas to continue to receive benefits. 
 
 Do you shop online at Amazon? If so, try going to 
smile.amazon.com. Sign up with AmazonSmile and list St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church, Peoria Heights, to receive a 
rebate on each purchase. When shopping online, start with 
smile.amazon.com to guarantee a free donation to St. 
Thomas. 

 
 

 Peoria Notre Dame Fruit Sale 
 
 

The Peoria Notre Dame Band is again having a fruit 
sale. The are papers on the tables in the Gathering 
Space that indicates the choices you can make. You 
simply make your choice(s), indicate which student 
you want to receive the credit from the list here, and 
send your order to Diane Freeman 696-0249 or 
dfree9598@yahoo.com. (You can also purchase fruit 
and give it to the Food Pantry.) 
 
St. Thomas Students in Band:  Paul Sposato 
 Emily Armstrong-Seidel; Matt Freeman; 
 Emma Geers; Nathan Geers, Chelsea Guingrich 
 Maddie Hendricksen; Greg Kiser; 
 Max Lambert; Emma McCracken; 
 Jennifer Rutschke; Chelsea Sanchez  

 
St. Thomas Shopping Day at Barnes & Noble 

Sunday, November 19 
Noon-4:00 pm 

The PTO will again host the annual “St. Thomas Shop-
ping Day” All day our school will earn a percentage of 
the sales brought in by St. Thomas families and 
friends.   
 
If you are shopping in the Peoria store the check-out 
counter will have a voucher on hand but any sales 
outside of the Peoria store, as well as online purchas-
es, will require you to present a voucher number for 
the sale to count toward St. Thomas.  
 
To shop online log onto www.bn.com/bookfair and 
enter the voucher number on the payment page.  



 

NOTES 
 
Church operating revenue is under budget by $133,000 for the year while church expenses are also under budget by $31,000 re-
sulting in an excess of revenues over expenses of $254,000.  Our revenue is under budget in part because a lower regular collection, 
but more so because we have not received bequests so far this fiscal year similar to previous years.  Even if church revenue is less 
than budgeted, we have fortunately made up for this in the unrealized appreciation of our church long term investments. 
 
The school's revenue is slightly over budget with expenses over budget by $114,000.  The additional expense has come mostly from 
a one-time cost to adjust the payment of our teacher salaries to correspond with our fiscal year.  We appreciate the continued gen-
erosity of our parishioners, the dedicated work of our volunteers, and the staff attention to controlling costs. 
 
We would like to thank all of our parishioners for your regular weekly or monthly giving.  Please remember to be generous with your 
parish.  As we approach the end of the calendar year, please remember our St. Thomas Annual Giving Program and our Sponsor a 
Student fund to help families in need.  We also encourage you to remember St. Thomas when planning your estate.  Many 
thoughtful parishioners list St. Thomas Church, St. Thomas School, or our Msgr. Watson Scholarship fund in their will.  



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH                  309-688-3446 
904 EAST LAKE AVENUE 
PEORIA HEIGHTS, IL. 61616 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
Msgr. Jason A. Gray, Pastor,   ext 3 
     msgrgray@stthomas-church.net 
Rev. Paul Stark S.J.,  Parochial Vicar,   ext 4 
     paulstarksj@stthomas-church.net 
Sr. Rachel Bergschneider, Pastoral Associate,  ext 5 
     rbergsch@juno.com 
Maureen Bentley, St. Thomas School Principal 
Deacon Frank Eaton 
Deacon Mark Kelsch 
Deacon John Nelson 
Deacon Ed Mallow 
Terri Moon, Parish Secretary, ext 0 
Valerie Wallenfang, Parish Secretary 
Angie Robenstein, CCD Coordinator 
Ann Horst, Liturgical Music Coordinator 
Julie Streid, Parish Accountant 
Pat Wombacher, Tuition Coordinator 
Jan Smith, Director of Development & Alumni 
Jan Alt, Parish Nurse  
Linda Hernandez, Pastoral Care/Caring Presence Ministry 
Annulment Consultations:   Colleen McCulla, 256-0730 
                                             John Mackoway,  699-5213 
                                             Linn Perkins   231-0261 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

Baptism class is held for all parents before the baptism of their 
child.  Please contact Sr. Rachel to schedule the class.   
Next Baptisms:  November 26 at 11:00 am Mass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
Beth Salmon, Trustee 243-2257 
Matt Vonachen, Trustee 360-0578 
George Burek, President 446-3623 
Anne Gray, Secretary 691-1479 
Brian Barkley 692-4165 
Dave Donnelly 693-7315 
Mary Jo Pinto 692-6107 
Mike Shekleton 258-2326 
Dr Ted Wolgamot 691-0618 

Mon-Sat
10-5

688-PEAR

4544 N Prospect Rd.
Peoria Heights

aperfectpearboutique.com
Libby Fritsch-Koszuta, cLass oF ‘94

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 aufman

Specializing in aSphalt paving • aSphalt Sealing

Peoria Notre Dame High School
5105 N Sheridan Road

Peoria, IL  61614 • 309-691-8741
Celebrating over 150 Years of Catholic Education

KELLY GLASS, INC.
 Bob Kelly www
 2400 S.W. Adams (309) 676-3573

GLAZING CONTRACTORS

309-671-4543

e’ve Got You Covered Since 1910”
1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Dr. Laurie Donlan
Ph. 309.692.0175

www.kidsfirstdentalgroup.com

4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612
— Parishioners —

www.hedigerandmeyers.com
 Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

     Law Office of Peter J. Lynch
Family Law ▪ Criminal Defense ▪ Civil Litigation

FREE Consultation    ▪ 309-573-1443 ▪
www.peterlynchlaw.com ▪ Parish Member

Dentures Par excellence
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

8101 N University

• REAL ESTATE •
691-3121

1 & 2 Room Whirlpool Suites
Children under 12 stay  FREE

AMERICINN® OF PEORIA

9106 N Lindbergh Dr.
309-692-9200

Large Indoor Pool & Whirlpool 
Free Enhanced Continental Breakfast

Parishioners of st. thomas

804 West trailcreek Dr. • Peoria, il
WWW.rashiDPutman.com • 309-670-0700 4704 N. Sheridan Rd., Peoria IL 61614

(309) 688-4327

Come see us for a free hearing screening

Specialists dedicated to your cardiovascular health

Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

Compliments of

Since 1968

www.osfhealthcare.org

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Give us a taste
Avanti’s gives an American flavor to 

an Italian favorite.

Call Us or Order Online! We deliver.
avantispeoria.com

Five Locations in Peoria, East Peoria, and Pekin.

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/goIL

Roger F. Mulhern lll
Financial Planning Specialist
Senior Vice President • Financial Advisor
401 Main St. • Suite 1000, Peoria, IL 61602
309-671-2856 • roger.mulhern@morganstanley.com
©2017 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. crc1596709

Locally owned
for 88 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080115
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080713
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080513
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080788
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080689
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080612
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080516
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080714
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080314
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080708
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080112
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080912
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080906
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080614
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080413
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080602
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AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT
43 Years Experience Working With The Aged

Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner
Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation

7ONPROSPECT.COM
S

ON PROSPECT
A COSMOPOLITAN GRILL

E E NV
4609 N PROSPECT AVE.
309.682.7007

PARISHIONER

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381

(309) 682-2090

2809 West Willow Knolls Drive • Peoria, IL

Harry Watts, D.D.s.
Parishioner

212 North Davenport • Metamora 309-367-2378

Evening Hours Available  •  Office Hours by Appointment
www.baldikrall.com

GENERAL DENTISTRY & INvISALIGN ORThODONTIcS
Steven T. Baldi, D.D.S. Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS

Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

William C. Wombacher
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

wombacherlaw.com

Business ~ Real Estate
Elder Law Solutions

674-8125 PARISHIONER

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
TIM & TOM SMITH - Plumbing

tomsmithplumbing.com
IL LIC. 058-1052420

 688-5114 429 E Sciota Ave. • Peoria Heights

Peoria Heights - 681-1779 
1231 E. Samuel Ave.

North Peoria - 691-7891 
3300 W. Willow Knolls Dr.

parties • catering • rehearsal dinners

James Kelly - Owner/Parishioner

www.oliverspizza.org

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.41  61602

W

309-671-3550

Roger E. Holzgrafe • S. Linn Perkins

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Ed Zosky, GRI
President, Parishioner

www.Zosky.com
500 School St.       Bus: 745-3300 Cell: 696-7441

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

James a. GeraGhty, m.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

sc
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309.691.0300 • 2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy.

Jamie L. Smith, DDS, MS
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

www.growingsmilespeoria.com
(309) 685-4444
4207 N. Prospect • Peoria Heights

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

KEMP MFG. CO.

James Blair - Contractor
309-613-1463Licensed free estimates

Tim NewliN
attorney at law

416 Main Street, 6th Floor, Peoria
tnewlin@hinshawlaw.com • 674-1025

h i n s h a w  &  c u l b e r t s o n  l l p

Floyd J. Rashid, D.D.S.

2819 Knoxville Ave. | Peoria

Full and Partial Denture Service
Emergency Extractions
Including Wisdom Teeth

General Dentistry

(309) 688-5800 | cell 453-9505 Parishioner

New Patients Welcome!

G GLOBAL
VILLAGE

Fair Trade Shop

1308 E. Seiberling
Peoria Heights

Tues-Sat 11-5
Sundays in Dec 12-4
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