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  On behalf of everyone at St. Thomas Parish and 
School, we wish you a Merry Christmas as we celebrate 
the birth of Our Lord. I hope that this is a blessed time for 
you and for your families, with wishes for every grace in 
the new year. 
 
 In particular, I am grateful for all who work to 
make our parochial school a great environment for 
Catholic education. I am grateful for the hard work and 
dedication of our faculty and staff who want every student 
to meet and exceed their potential. I am grateful for the 
commitment of our parents and for your choice to invest 
in your children by providing a Catholic education. I am 
grateful for the generosity of many parishioners who 
support the school through contributions to our Msgr. 
Watson Educational Endowment or through our Sponsor a 
Student program 
 
 Next month, as we approach Catholic Schools’ 
Week, we will extend an  invitation to other families to 
discover the advantages of an education at St. Thomas. 
Please join me in praying for our parish and school. 
 
    Msgr. Gray  

 

St. Thomas Website: stthomaspeoria.org  
St. Thomas e-mail: parishoffice@stthomas-church.net  

 
 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED THIS WEEK:  
Louis Primus, brother of Anita Nelson;  Irene Norbits 

 
 

 SERVER SCHEDULES 
Please check in the sacristy when you arrive 

to see if servers are needed. 
 
 
DECEMBER 24/25  VOLUNTEERS 
 
Dec 26-31   8:00am  VOLUNTEERS 
 
DECEMBER 31/JANUARY 1  VOLUNTEERS 
 
Jan 2-7   8:00am  Tyler Robenstein, Katie Bruch 

 
As a reminder all contributions given at Christmas are 
received by the parish. Any gifts intended for the staff 
must be clearly marked. 

 
Those you have touched… 

 
 Faithful to the spirit of its founders, the Socie-
ty of St. Vincent de Paul gives priority to the poorest 
of the poor and to those who are most rejected by 
society. Through your support of the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul, you have helped many struggling 
families within walking distance in any direction of St. 
Thomas Church. You don’t see it, but poverty lives in 
our neighborhood. The wooden vessel in which you 
deposit your contributions to St. Vincent de Paul is 
your direct link to those whom serve. In our neighbor-
hood, you have paid rent for a gentleman who missed 
work and does not get “sick pay,” you have provided 
food and heat to a father and his children when the 
mother abandoned the family, your donations pur-
chased medical needs for a child stricken by seizures, 
and the list goes on. You have touched the suffering 
directly because your contributions result in individual 
acts of kindness. Thank you for bringing Christ’s pres-
ence to those who most need it. 
 Here is a summary of our activity during the 
fiscal year, 2016: October 1, 2015-September 30, 
2016. Our expendures vary according to seasons, with 
summer being the most demanding as Ameren can 
shut off service.   
 Home visits: During 2016 we made 241 home 
visits, affecting 673 people. The financial assistance 
given to help with rent, Ameren and American Water 
to avoid shut-offs, medical expenses, car repairs, and 
other miscellaneous expenses amounted to approxi-
mately $68, 245. During home visits, Vincentians also 
ask about the family’s immediate and long term 
needs. Last year, approximately 578 referrals were 
made. Other operating expenses for Christmas bas-
kets, SVdP dues, and Haiti hurricane relief amounted 
to $3,668. 
 Food Pantry: The St. Thomas Food Pantry re-
lies on parishioner donations and the Midwest Food 
Bank to supply the needy with a sufficient amount of 
nutritional food. When there is a shortage of certain 
food items, the Food Pantry uses SVdP funds to pur-
chase them. During the last fiscal period, approxi-
mately $7,236 in SVdP funds were used for such pur-
chases. The Pantry served approximately 5,020 peo-
ple last year. 
 Again, thank you so much for your generosity 
in all that you do to serve the poor and the Society of 
St. Vincent Paul. Our collections are after all Masses 
on the first weekend of every month.  



 
ST. THOMAS FOOD PANTRY 

FOLLOWING IS A SUGGESTED LIST FOOD ITEMS: 
 

            
 Dry Pasta      Rice   Box Potatoes             
 Pancake Mix      Syrup           Can Tomatoes
 Can Fruit               Tuna   Beef Stew 
 Crackers       Jelly              Peanut Butter  
 Can Veggies     Cereal Meal Helpers 
 Mac & Cheese      Soup            Tomato Sauce 
 

Thank you for your generosity 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
NAME  _________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS ________________________________________ 
 
CITY _____________________________ZIP____________ 
  
PHONE _________________________________________ 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS____ 
 
EMAIL __________________________________________ 

Please remember St. Thomas Church  in your will. 

Sponsor of the Week 

 
AREA EVENTS 

 
 
SPALDING AND THE ACADEMY OF OUR LADY FROM 
1960-1969: You are invited to the 1st Annual Spalding & 
Academy Holiday Gathering. Please contact classmates. 
We will meet at Gebby’s Family Restaurant on Wednesday, 
December 28 from 4:00 — 7:00 pm. RSVP by December 10 
to Tom Kahn thomaskahn@yahoo.com or Pat Bartolo-
mucci bartojp1948@aol.com or Mary Ann Muller 
ma48muller@aol.com  
 
CURSILLO TEAM MEMBERS for the January, 2017 
Cursillo from St. Thomas are Deacon Mark Kelsch and 
Jeffrey Birkel.  

 
 

Did you Know? 
 

You can attend a Catholic School 
 

Financial Assistance Available 
 

Tuition assistance scholarship grants from the endow-
ment fund established as a result of the diocese of 
Peoria Rooted In Faith Campaign and named in honor 
of Archbishop Spalding, the first Bishop of Peoria, will 
be available for the 2017-18 school year for students 
enrolled in or intending to enroll in grades Kindergar-
ten through 12 in any Catholic school located in the 
diocese of Peoria whose families are active members 
of a Catholic parish in the diocese. All grants will be 
based on financial need objectively assessed. 
 
Information about the grants and application material 
may be obtained from any Catholic elementary or sec-
ondary school in the diocese of Peoria or on the dioc-
esan website www@cdop.org under Catholic Educa-
tion and then under Financial Assistance.. Consult 
the detailed protocols and procedures and checklist 
for all requirements necessary to be eligible for an 
award. 
 
Parents are encouraged to apply online at 
online.factmgt.com/aid. Families of students cur-
rently receiving grants are reminded that all grants 
are for one year only, and anyone seeking to renew a 
grant for the 2017-18 year must reapply. 
 
Deadline date for the completed application is March 
15, 2017. Notification of grant awards will be made by 
the end of April. 

 

St. Thomas Reads 
 

The second book for the St. Thomas Reads book club 
is the Wind in the Reeds by Wendell Pierce.  The dis-
cussion date is Thursday, January 26, 4:00 pm at 
Paneras on N. Knoxville. Hope you all have a joyous 
and peaceful Christmas—and find time to join us for 
our discussion.  

  

AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT
42 Years Experience Working With The Aged

Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner
Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation



 
 
 

                                                      
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the Middle of the Night 
       
          In the middle of the night. 
                   When stark night was darkest, 
          then You chose to come. 
 
          God’s resplendent first-born 
          sent to make us one. 
 
          The voices of doom protest: 
          “All these words about justice, 
           love and peace— 
           All these naïve words 
           will buckle beneath the weight of a  reality 
           which is brutal and bitter, ever more bitter.” 
           It is true, Lord, it is midnight upon the earth, 
           moonless night and starved of stars. 
           But can we forget that You, 
           the Son of God, 
           chose to be born precisely at midnight? 
 
           If you have been afraid of shadows 
                       You would have been born at noon. 
           But you preferred the night. 
 
           Lord, You were born in the middle of the night 
           because midnight is pregnant with dawn. 
 
        —It’s Midnight, Lord 
            Dom Helder Camara  



 

Fear Not! 
 

Editorial from America Magazine 
December  19-26, 2016 Issue 

 
 
The recent presidential election unearthed a stratum of anxiety and fear that extends across the country like a vein of ore. 
There is the fear of the person living in a declining industrial town who watches as jobs migrate overseas and wonders how 
he or she will provide food, clothing and health care for the family. There is the fear of the migrant who seeks to support 
his or her family on a minimum-wage job, whose anxiety is compounded by the possibility of deportation. There is the fear 
of an American society in decline and an erosion of any truly meaningful sense of public morality and community, particu-
larly in the wake of a poisonous election season. Across the world there is the fear of those who wonder where their next 
meal will come from and the real fear of unending, catastrophic violence in places like Syria, South Sudan and Afghanistan. 
 

Into this world comes Jesus Christ—through the gracious presence of the Holy Spirit, through the church and its sacra-
ments and through the love and care of Christians for their fellow human beings. Into this world, we believe, Jesus Christ, 
will come again in his glory. 
 

But over 2,000 years ago, into this world came Jesus Christ. 
 

Christians sometimes feel guilty about fear, seeing it as a sign of weak faith. If only they trusted in God more, they think, 
they would not be fearful. But the Gospels are replete with stories of fear, even among those who knew Jesus best. The 
disciples shrink in fear when Jesus stills a storm: “They were terrified and asked each other, ‘Who is this, then, who can 
command the wind and waves?’” (Mk 4:41). When they spy him walking on water, they feel the same: “‘It is a ghost!’ they 
said, and cried out in fear” (Mt 14:26). 
 

The Nativity narrative also includes stories that hint at fear. Mary’s first reaction to the Angel Gabriel is often translated as 
“perplexed,” but there was probably no little fear involved. Otherwise, why would the angel say, “Do not be afraid” (Lk 1:28
-9)? Pregnant mothers in precarious social situations know this fear. 
 

When Joseph discovers that Mary is pregnant, a dream tells him, “Do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife” (Mt 
1:20). Fathers who worry over their families’ future know this fear. On their way from Nazareth to Bethlehem, since travel-
ers had a great deal to fear from robbers in those days, Mary and Joseph worry as they wend their way through a violent 
land in search of a safe place for their child. Migrants know this fear. And like many migrants and refugees today, Mary, 
Joseph and their newborn son are forced to flee again after a violent ruler threatens their very lives. 
 

Jesus himself, during his 30 years of ordinary life in Nazareth, would have known fear. We can presume that Joseph died 
before Jesus began his public ministry: He is nowhere on the scene in the Gospels, unlike Jesus’ mother and his “brothers 
and sisters.” His death would have injected a note of worry into a poor family in the small village. And surely Jesus’ extend-
ed family—aunts, uncles, cousins—knew what it was like to live both on the economic edge, as they eked out a living, and 
on the political edge, in an occupied territory. 
 

Into a world crowded with fear Jesus comes to proclaim an end to fear. He proclaims this not only in his words, when he 
says repeatedly, “Fear not.” He proclaims it not only in his deeds, where his miracles remove the need for fear both in heal-
ings, where years of fear vanish, and in the nature miracles, where the storms that threatened to swamp rickety boats 
evaporate. He also proclaims it in his incarnation and birth. 
 

The Nativity means many things—God became human, God is with us, God is among us, but also, as the angel declared to 
Mary, nothing is impossible with God. The tiny infant in the rough-hewn manger will grow up to be the greatest of rulers. 
The powerless one dependent on a poor young woman for sustenance will become the all-powerful one who bring riches 
to all who believe. The one who feeds will become our food. It is no accident that he sleeps in a manger, a word meaning 
“to eat.” 
 

Jesus understands fear. He understands us when in prayer we confess our worst fears to him. But he tells us that hope is 
stronger than despair, love is stronger than hate, and life is stronger than death. Nothing—not poverty, not injustice, not 
cruel rulers like Herod—can thwart God’s desires in the world. But we must participate in those desires because God acts 
through us. 

 

To those who lived in that world of fear, it must have seemed absurd that an infant would be the answer to their fear. But, 
improbably enough, it was true. For nothing is impossible with God. 
 
 
Reprinted with permission from America Magazine.  For subscription information go to americamagazine.org 
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Msgr. Jason A. Gray, Pastor,   ext 3 
     msgrgray@stthomas-church.net 
Rev. Paul Stark S.J.,  Parochial Vicar,   ext 4 
     pstarksj@stthomas-church.net 
Sr. Rachel Bergschneider, Pastoral Associate,  ext 5 
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Maureen Bentley, St. Thomas School Principal 
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Deacon Mark Kelsch 
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Terri Moon, Parish Secretary, ext 0 
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Angie Robenstein, CCD Coordinator 
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Julie Streid, Parish Accountant 
Pat Wombacher, Tuition Coordinator 
Jan Smith, Director of Development & Alumni 
Jan Alt, Parish Nurse  
Linda Hernandez, Pastoral Care/Caring Presence Ministry 
Annulment Consultations:  Colleen Caldwell, 256-0730 
                                             John Mackoway,  699-5213 
                                             Linn Perkins   231-0261 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

Baptism class is held for all parents before the baptism of their 
child.  Please contact Sr. Rachel to schedule the class.   
Next Baptisms:  January 29 at 11:00 am Mass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
Beth Salmon, Trustee 243-2257 
Matt Vonachen, Trustee 360-0578 
Mike Haughney President 692-6086 
Brian Barkley 692-4165 
George Burek 446-3623 
Anne Gray 691-1479 
Carolyn Kinskey 966-3252 
Gerry Pfeiffer 589-1854 
Mary Jo Pinto 692-6107 
Dr Ted Wolgamot 691-0618 

Scott Elger, CFP®, CPWA®

Director

(309) 680-4431
selger@rwbaird.com

Alex Elger
Financial Advisor

(309) 680-4434
aelger@rwbaird.com

Private Wealth Management • 110 SW Jefferson • www.scottelger.com

Mon-Sat
10-5

688-PEAR

4544 N Prospect Rd.
Peoria Heights

aperfectpearboutique.com
Libby Fritsch-Koszuta, cLass oF ‘94

KELLY GLASS, INC.
 Bob Kelly www
 2400 S.W. Adams (309) 676-3573

GLAZING CONTRACTORS
Peoria Notre Dame High School

5105 N Sheridan Road
Peoria, IL  61614 • 309-691-8741

Celebrating over 150 Years of Catholic Education

4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612
— Parishioners —

www.hedigerandmeyers.com
 Steve Malpede 309.691.5001 WilliaM voorheeS

309-671-4543

e’ve Got You Covered Since 1910”
1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Dr. Laurie Donlan
Ph. 309.692.0175

www.kidsfirstdentalgroup.com

Dentures Par excellence
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter

     Law Office of Peter J. Lynch
Family Law ▪ Criminal Defense ▪ Civil Litigation

FREE Consultation    ▪ 309-573-1443 ▪
www.peterlynchlaw.com ▪ Parish Member

Attorney at Law
Wills • TrusTs • EsTaTE Planning • ProbaTE

Jack Boos, P.C.
 Commerce Bank Building 309.673.4948
 416 Main St., Suite 933 jboos@booslaw.com

Parishioner Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

8101 N University

• REAL ESTATE •
691-3121

1 & 2 Room Whirlpool Suites
Children under 12 stay  FREE

AMERICINN® OF PEORIA

9106 N Lindbergh Dr.
309-692-9200

Large Indoor Pool & Whirlpool 
Free Enhanced Continental Breakfast Give us a taste

Avanti’s gives an American flavor to 
an Italian favorite.

Five Locations in Peoria, East Peoria, and Pekin.

Call Us! We deliver.
avantispeoria.com

Specialists dedicated to your cardiovascular health

Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

Compliments of

Since 19684704 N. Sheridan Rd., Peoria IL 61614
(309) 688-4327

Come see us for a free hearing screening

EAST PEORIA
698-8404

www.tazwellcountyasphalt.com
Carl Kaufman

Specializing in Asphalt Paving • Asphalt Sealing

www.osfhealthcare.org

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/goIL

Parishioners of st. thomas

804 West trailcreek Dr. • Peoria, il
WWW.rashiDPutman.com • 309-670-0700
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BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

Honig-Bell
7555 N. Knoxville Bus: 689-7371 Cell: 360-0012

Homemade All Natural
Premium Ice Cream • Frozen Yogurt

Catering Available • Credit Cards Accepted
www.spottedcow.net

718 W Glen St.  691-1910

The Spotted Cow
Homemade SoupS, SaladS, 

BurgerS, FrieS and moo...re!

AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT
42 Years Experience Working With The Aged

Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner
Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

Floyd J. Rashid, D.D.S.

2819 Knoxville Ave. | Peoria

Full and Partial Denture Service
Emergency Extractions
Including Wisdom Teeth

General Dentistry

(309) 688-5800 | cell 453-9505 Parishioner

New Patients Welcome!

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

sc
he
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rm

az
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.co
m

309.691.0300 • 2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy.

(309) 682-2090

2809 West Willow Knolls Drive • Peoria, IL

Harry Watts, D.D.s.
Parishioner

William C. Wombacher
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

wombacherlaw.com

Business ~ Real Estate
Elder Law Solutions

674-8125 PARISHIONER

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

212 North Davenport • Metamora 309-367-2378

Evening Hours Available  •  Office Hours by Appointment
www.baldikrall.com

GENERAL DENTISTRY & INvISALIGN ORThODONTIcS
Steven T. Baldi, D.D.S.

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

S. LINN PERKINS • JOHN R. PUSEY
ATTORNEYS AT LAW • PARISHIONERS

Vonachen, Lawless, Trager & Slevin
 456 Fulton St., Suite 425 309.676.8986
 Twin Towers Plaza www.vltslaw.com

Peoria Heights - 681-1779 
1231 E. Samuel Ave.

North Peoria - 691-7891 
3300 W. Willow Knolls Dr.

parties • catering • rehearsal dinners

James Kelly - Owner/Parishioner

www.oliverspizza.org

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
TIM & TOM SMITH - Plumbing

tomsmithplumbing.com
IL LIC. 058-1052420

 688-5114 429 E Sciota Ave. • Peoria Heights

Ed Zosky, GRI
President, Parishioner

www.Zosky.com
500 School St.       Bus: 745-3300 Cell: 696-7441

7ONPROSPECT.COM
S

ON PROSPECT
A COSMOPOLITAN GRILL

E E NV
4609 N PROSPECT AVE.
309.682.7007

PARISHIONER

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

James a. GeraGhty, m.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

Loren D. Zimmerman

309.682.9666

2600 N. Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61604

lzimmerman@farmersagent.com

by: Krystyna @ Judy’s
688-3371

Styles • Cuts • Flattops • Neck Shaves 

4311 N. Sheridan Rd.  Closed Mondays

Jamie L. Smith, DDS, MS
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

www.growingsmilespeoria.com
(309) 685-4444
4207 N. Prospect • Peoria Heights

KEMP MFG. CO.

Shear Pzazz Salon 
www.shearpzazz.com 1311 E. Duryea, Peoria Heights

685-5253Patrick Moore, Parishioner

Deborah Simonis
LCSW • IBECPTS

Internationally Board Certified Child Therapist

2426 W. Cornerstone Ct. • Peoria, IL 61614

Catholic Counselor
Family & Child Therapist

(309) 750-2828

309-208-6246

Bill & Joan Krumholz, Parishioners
R e a s o n a b l e  R a t e s

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381
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