
 
 

 St. Thomas the Apostle Parish 
 Diocese of Peoria 

 904 E Lake Ave Peoria Heights 
         stthomaspeoria.org 



EASTER SUNDAY 
 

       Reading I:  Acts of the Apostles 10:34a,37-43 
      Reading II:  Colossians          3:  1-4 
           Gospel:  John   20:   1-9 
 

 
In today’s first reading Peter proclaims: “God is with 
Jesus.” God worked in and through Jesus. His very name, 
Jesus, means “God is our salvation.”  Christian prayer is 
always in the name of Jesus. Praying in the name of Jesus 
does not necessarily mean that we understand all of what 
God is doing. Rather, it is an acclamation of faith and trust. 
It is an act of placing ourselves in God’s hands rather than 
relying on ourselves alone. It is a statement of our 
intention and desire to enter into fuller union with the will 
of God. As individuals, and as a people, we move toward 
belief. It is always ahead of us. The Gospel makes it clear 
that the disciples did not understand the consequences of 
the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, yet they believed. 
Our task is to ponder the consequences for ourselves, 
today. Where are we looking for the Lord? Do we look in 
the empty tomb, or among the living where healing and 
reconciliation are happening?  

 
PARISH REGISTRATION 

NAME  _________________________________________ 
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CITY _____________________________ZIP____________ 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS____EMAIL ____________________ 

St Thomas the Apostle Church                    EASTER SUNDAY 
Peoria Heights, Illinois                                APRIL 1, 2018 

Monday, April 2, 2018 
   8:00am   Rose Reaska 10th Anniv/Don & Donna Reaska 
 
Tuesday, April 3, 2018 
   7:00am   Eileen O’Connell/Family 
   8:00am   Dennis Brignadello/The Lynall Family 
 
Wednesday, April 4, 2018 
   7:00am   Intentions of Katie Enloe 
   8:00am   Amanda Sarmiento/Alan & Joan Huston 
 
Thursday, April 5, 2018 
   7:00am   Tony Bushell/Sandra Gebhardt 
   8:00am   Edith Thompson/Ed & Cathy Mallow 
 
Friday, April 6, 2018-First Friday 
   7:00am   Ray Castagna/Don & Carol Castagna 
   8:00am   World Peace & Special Prayer Intentions 
 
Saturday, April 7, 2018 
   8:00am   Purgatorial Society 
   5:00pm   Lawrence Cooling/Steve & Edie Brereton 
 
Sunday, April 8, 2018-Divine Mercy Sunday 
   7:00am   Janet Kimberlin/Family 
   9:00am   Lynn Hathaway 1st Anniv/Jack & Margaret  
      Weinstein 
 11:00am   Mary Janke/Family 
   5:00pm   For the People 

 
 
 
 
 
ST VINCENT de PAUL, FOOD PANTRY AND CHRIST CHILD 
COLLECTIONS  will be at Masses this weekend 
 
SIGN UP FOR FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION will be in the 
gathering space 
 
EASTER MONDAY  April 2  There will be just one morning 
Mass at 8:00 am   Parish Offices will be closed 
 
CENTERING PRAYER  Monday, April 2 at 8:30 am in the 
old church basement 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE MEETING Monday, April 2 at 7:00 pm in 
the lower level of the Parish Offices. 
  
ROSARY Tuesday, April 3 at 10:00 am in the chapel 
 
NO BIBLE STUDY  Wednesday, April 4 at 8:45 am 
 
CHOIR PRACTICE  Thursday, April 5 at 6:30 pm 
 
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  Thursday, April 5 at 7:00 
pm in the old church basement 
 
THAT MAN IS YOU on Friday, March April 6 at 5:30 am in 
the lower level of the church.  This week’s topic is Finding 
the Hidden Face of God in Others 
 
PEACE VIGIL/EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  Friday, April 6 in 
the chapel beginning after 8:00 am Mass and closing with 
Benediction at 8:00 pm 

Please remember St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
 in your will.  



 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

 

SERVER SCHEDULES 
Please check in the sacristy when you arrive 

to see if servers are needed. 
 

 
MARCH 29  MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
         Thurs  730 pm  Volunteers 
MARCH 30  PASSION LITURGY 
         Friday  3:00pm  Volunteers 
MARCH 31  EASTER VIGIL   
         Sat  7:30pm  Volunteers 
APRIL 1-EASTER SUNDAY 
Sun   7:00 am  Volunteers 
Sun   9:00 am  Volunteers 
Sun 11:00 am  Volunteers 
 

APRIL 2-7  8:00 am  G Kilian, H Kilian 
 
APRIL 7/8 
Sat    5:00 pm  Z Sherman, E Sherman, C Wombacher 
Sun   7:00 am  J Frederickson 
Sun   9:00 am  A Stevenson, C Stevenson,  
  N Stevenson, S Wyman 
Sun 11:00 am  J Kilian, G Kilian, H Kilian 
Sun   5:00 pm  L Bender, I Girard, G Temple 
 

APRIL 9-14  8:00 am  

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
 
 

                   3/25/2018   Fiscal YTD 
 

   Collections needed   $ 23,000    $ 897,000 
   Sunday Collections   $   9,918    $ 619,133 
   Electronic Collections $  3,420    $ 158,544 
   Total Collected   $ 13,338    $ 777,677 
   Over/(Short)    $ (9,662)     $ (119,323) 
 
 

Thank you for our regular support of our Sunday 
offertory.  Your additional generous contributions to 
our Annual Giving and Sponsor-A-Student programs, 
as well as investment income, more than make up for 
any deficit in the weekly collection.  Thank you for 
your generosity. 

 

As we pass from the penitential season of Lent to the 
joy of Easter, I wish each of you and your families a 
blessed Easter.   Let us give thanks to Our Lord for the 
gift of eternal life promised in the Resurrection.  We 
also share in the joy of those who have participated in 
our RCIA program and who have been received into 
the Church. 
  
At this time of the year, I am particularly grateful for 
your support of our parish and school.  One of the 
great strengths we have is found in the commitment 
of so many to the support of St. Thomas, especially 
through the gift of your time and enthusiasm in volun-
teering and participating in our many activities. 
  
As we approach the end of the school year, in addi-
tion to thinking about upcoming graduations, let us 
also pray for those who will be ordained as deacons 
and priests at the end of May.  Please remember 
them in your prayers, as well as a pray for an increase 
in vocations. 
  
-Msgr. Gray 

 
Men’s March Rally  

 

Saturday, April 28, 2018 
9:00 am at the Peoria Riverfront  

 

 Mass  10:30 am at St. Mary Cathedral 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE MEN”S CLUB EVENT 
  

  Golf Outing    Friday, June 22 

 

Parish Activities 

 
 
 
 

Please pray for those who have died this week:  
Mickey Kelly  

Catholic Women’s League 
 
The Catholic Women’s League will have a Day of Re-
flection, monthly Rosary, Luncheon, and Annual 
Meeting on April 10 at 9:00 am at St. Thomas. The re-
flection will be provided by Sr. Anne of Jesus. Cost: 
$12. All welcome! 

KEMP MFG. CO.



 
 

St Thomas School Job Openings 
 

St. Thomas School is seeking to fill two teacher 
openings for the 2018-19 school year: 
 First Grade Teacher 
 Fourth Grade Teacher 
 

Aftercare opening:  St. Thomas School is seeking to fill 
an aftercare worker opening from 3:30 to 5:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday or days available, Tues/
Thurs. or M/W/F.  A great job for a junior or senior in 
high school or a retiree.  
 
 

Please contact Mrs. Maureen Bentley, Principal if 
interested.  (309) 685-2533 or e-mail Mrs. Bentley 
at maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net 

 

ST. THOMAS FOOD PANTRY 
FOLLOWING IS A SUGGESTED LIST OF FOOD ITEMS: 

 

Dry Pasta      Rice   Box Potatoes             
Pancake Mix      Syrup           Can Tomatoes  
Can Fruit                Tuna   Beef Stew  
Crackers       Jelly              Peanut Butter  
Can Veggies     Cereal Meal Helpers  
Mac & Cheese      Soup            Tomato Sauce 

Thank you for your generosity 

 

 
 
 

 Have you ever wondered why the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society in our parish collects contributions month 
after month after month? Why the never ending need for 
more contributions? 
 Jesus himself said there will always be poor people 
among us, and of course he was right. What’s the situation 
here in Peoria and Peoria Heights? Are there poor among 
us? You bet! 
 Our parish St. Vincent de Paul conference takes 
calls from the 61616 zip code, a small section of the 61614 
zip code, and a percentage of the 61603 zip code. The fol-
lowing statistics let us see what the situation is in our area. 
 
Families with income below the poverty line: 
   City of Peoria    23.9%    Children in poverty  22.9% 
          Zip code 61603 27.9%   
    Peoria Heights                Children in poverty  19.1% 
          Zip code 61616  14.9%     
 
 There numbers do not include the many people 
living just above the poverty line or those who call us be-
cause of an emergency situation, illness, or job loss that 
puts them in great financial difficulty. When someone 
phones the diocesan call center, that office assigns the cli-
ent to the appropriate St. V d P conference, and then two 
members visits the client in their home. We ask about their 
situation and possible solutions, both short term and long 
term. Sometimes we pay for a utility bill, sometimes for car 
repairs so the person can get to work, sometimes for 
furniture from the Habitat store (we never give cash 
directly to the client). But these things are short term 
fixes. For long term solutions we offer clients re-
sources such as Navicore for financial advocacy, Prai-
rie State Legal Services for those who qualify, job 
leads, information on agencies that can help with a 
variety of situations. 
 And still calls keep coming. And still we do 
what we can. Your generous contributions allow us to 
help people, your donations to the food panty allow 
us to feed hungry people, and your prayers allow us 
to keep going. Thank you for all you do.    
                                                      —John and Pat Pusey 

 
 

Pancake Breakfast Raffle Winners 
 

 Chiefs Game Tickets   Dave Wiles 
 $250 Gift Card/Jones Bros.  Sarah Sarmiento 
 $100 Gift Card/Shermans  Vicky Loberg 
 $ 50 Gift Card/Joe’s Original Italian   Vicky Loberg 
 Dixon’s Seafood Lobster Boil              Tim O’Hanlon 
 32” LED TV    Steve Benjamin 
 $50 Gift Card/Jim’s Bistro  Ed Schanzle 
 $25/Basket    Bill Becks 
 $25 Gift Card/PTO   Terri Moon 
 $25 Gift Card/PTO           Denise McCormack 
 $25 Gift Card/PTO    Susan Knapp 
 $25 Gift Card/PTO   Michelle Wolf 
 $50 Gift Card/Britches & Bloomers    Kay Ryan 
 50/50 Raffle    Dave Wiles  

 
 

This year’s production of The Little 
Mermaid, Jr. presented by St. 
Thomas School will be held at  
Peoria Notre Dame auditorium 
Friday, April 20, Saturday, April 
21—both at 7:00 pm; Sunday, 
April 22 at 2:00 pm! Tickets: $8 for 
adults, $6 for students/seniors.  



  

James Amelia Katlynn 

Drake 

Kelli Hernandez Noah Madrigal 

Kaleigh Ziegler Nannette Wilson Jerry Watkins 



St. Thomas Spring 2018 Garage Sale – April 19, 20, 21 
 

We need volunteers – we can’t operate without you!  More important than the money made, the Sale is a service to the 
community. 
SALE HOURS:     Thursday 9AM – 5PM          Friday 9AM – 7 PM          Saturday 8AM – 1PM 
WORK SCHEDULE: Equipment set up - Sat., Apr. 14, Noon to 5PM.   See the Apr. 15th bulletin for a complete work 
schedule. 
DONATIONS ACCEPTED:   Please bring your donations in as early in the week as you can.   
Sunday donation hours -- noon to 5PM.      Monday & Tuesday donation hours – 8AM to 8PM.     Tax receipts are available. 
The DEADLINE FOR GENERAL DONATIONS is 8PM on Tuesday.   We need time to process donations before the Sale opens. 
The DEADLINE FOR COMPUTERS & ELECTRONICS (flat screen TVs, audio equipment, etc.) is Tuesday at NOON. 
HAULING AVAILABLE:   Call Tim Ryon [689-1796] to schedule the hauling of large items, on the evenings of Apr. 16-18.  As 
there are a limited number of time slots, call and schedule early.   
TRUCKS & LABOR NEEDED TO HAUL:   Call Ed Schanzle [693-0019] if you can help haul furniture & large items.  It is not 
necessary to have a truck or trailer, but let him know if you can bring one.  New hauling crew members are needed! 
FEEDING WORK CREWS:   Call Tina Shook [692-2489] if you can provide a side dish for crew lunches Monday thru 
Saturday.    
BAKE SALE:   It helps if you can pre-pack baked goods in disposable containers covered with clear plastic wrap.  Small items 
are usually sold in 3’s or 6’s.  Please label & also include any allergy information (“contains peanuts”, “gluten free”, etc.).   
Baked goods which can be frozen, may be dropped off Apr. 16-18.  We need all baked goods delivered no later than noon 
on Friday, Apr. 20.  
MERCHANDISE NEEDED:   Warm weather clothes (save winter clothes for Fall), furniture, appliances, household items, 
toys, sports items, tools, books, CDs, DVDs, collectibles, antiques….  Merchandise should be clean & in good condition.  If 
something may not work, please don’t donate it.  If a specific function doesn’t work, attach a note.  Tie remotes, 
accessories, manuals to their device.      
WE CANNOT ACCEPT:   Televisions (except working FLAT SCREEN TVs, as we must pay to dispose of other TVs), chemicals 
(cleaners, paints, solvents, acids, caustics, bug or weed killers, automotive fluids, etc.), pianos, organs, encyclopedias, 
magazines. 
FOR INFORMATION CALL:   Carey French  693-0019  (Apr 16-18 contact at the Old Gym  688-0280) 

 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE PARISH                  309-688-3446 
904 EAST LAKE AVENUE 
PEORIA HEIGHTS, IL. 61616 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
Msgr. Jason A. Gray, Pastor,   ext 3 
     msgrgray@stthomas-church.net 
Rev. Paul Stark S.J.,  Parochial Vicar,   ext 4 
     paulstarksj@stthomas-church.net 
Sr. Rachel Bergschneider, Pastoral Associate,  ext 5 
     rbergsch@juno.com 
Maureen Bentley, St. Thomas School Principal 
Deacon Frank Eaton 
Deacon Mark Kelsch 
Deacon John Nelson 
Deacon Ed Mallow 
Terri Moon, Parish Secretary, ext 0 
Valerie Wallenfang, Parish Secretary 
Angie Robenstein, CCD Coordinator 
Ann Horst, Liturgical Music Coordinator 
Julie Streid, Parish Accountant 
Pat Wombacher, Tuition Coordinator 
Jan Smith, Director of Development & Alumni 
Jan Alt, Parish Nurse  
Linda Hernandez, Pastoral Care/Caring Presence Ministry 
Annulment Consultations:   Colleen McCulla, 256-0730 
                                             John Mackoway,  699-5213 
                                             Linn Perkins   231-0261 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

Baptism class is held for all parents before the baptism of their 
child.  Please contact Sr. Rachel to schedule the class.   
Next Baptisms:  April 1 at 11:00 am Mass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
Beth Salmon, Trustee 243-2257 
Matt Vonachen, Trustee 360-0578 
George Burek, President 446-3623 
John Bender 822-1122 
Dave Donnelly 693-7315 
Mary Clare Geraghty 243-1063 
J.T, Kellock 713-2200 
Vicky Loberg 691-2250 
Jennifer Lynch 839-0211 
Terry Machetti 691-5673 
Mike Shekleton 258-2326 
Dr Ted Wolgamot 691-0618 

Mon-Sat
10-5

688-PEAR

4544 N Prospect Rd.
Peoria Heights

aperfectpearboutique.com
Libby Fritsch-Koszuta, cLass oF ‘94

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 aufman

Specializing in aSphalt paving • aSphalt Sealing

Peoria Notre Dame High School
5105 N Sheridan Road

Peoria, IL  61614 • 309-691-8741
Celebrating over 150 Years of Catholic Education

KELLY GLASS, INC.
 Bob Kelly www
 2400 S.W. Adams (309) 676-3573

GLAZING CONTRACTORS

309-671-4543

e’ve Got You Covered Since 1910”
1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Dr. Laurie Donlan
Ph. 309.692.0175

www.kidsfirstdentalgroup.com

4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612
— Parishioners —

www.hedigerandmeyers.com
 Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

     Law Office of Peter J. Lynch
Family Law ▪ Criminal Defense ▪ Civil Litigation

FREE Consultation    ▪ 309-573-1443 ▪
www.peterlynchlaw.com ▪ Parish Member

Dentures Par excellence
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

8101 N University

• REAL ESTATE •
691-3121

1 & 2 Room Whirlpool Suites
Children under 12 stay  FREE

AMERICINN® OF PEORIA

9106 N Lindbergh Dr.
309-692-9200

Large Indoor Pool & Whirlpool 
Free Enhanced Continental Breakfast

4704 N. Sheridan Rd., Peoria IL 61614
(309) 688-4327

Come see us for a free hearing screening

Specialists dedicated to your cardiovascular health

Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

Compliments of

Since 1968

www.osfhealthcare.org

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Give us a taste
Avanti’s gives an American flavor to 

an Italian favorite.

Call Us or Order Online! We deliver.
avantispeoria.com

Five Locations in Peoria, East Peoria, and Pekin.

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/goIL

Roger F. Mulhern lll
Financial Planning Specialist
Senior Vice President • Financial Advisor
401 Main St. • Suite 1000, Peoria, IL 61602
309-671-2856 • roger.mulhern@morganstanley.com
©2017 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. crc1596709

Locally owned
for 88 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com
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BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

Honig-Bell
7555 N. Knoxville Bus: 689-7371 Cell: 360-0012

AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT
43 Years Experience Working With The Aged

Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner
Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381

(309) 682-2090

2809 West Willow Knolls Drive • Peoria, IL

Harry Watts, D.D.s.
Parishioner

212 North Davenport • Metamora 309-367-2378

Evening Hours Available  •  Office Hours by Appointment
www.baldikrall.com

GENERAL DENTISTRY & INvISALIGN ORThODONTIcS
Steven T. Baldi, D.D.S. Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS

Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

William C. Wombacher
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

wombacherlaw.com

Business ~ Real Estate
Elder Law Solutions

674-8125 PARISHIONER

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
TIM & TOM SMITH - Plumbing

tomsmithplumbing.com
IL LIC. 058-1052420

 688-5114 429 E Sciota Ave. • Peoria Heights

Peoria Heights - 681-1779 
1231 E. Samuel Ave.

North Peoria - 691-7891 
3300 W. Willow Knolls Dr.

parties • catering • rehearsal dinners

James Kelly - Owner/Parishioner

www.oliverspizza.org

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.41  61602

W

309-671-3550

Roger E. Holzgrafe • S. Linn Perkins

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Ed Zosky, GRI
President, Parishioner

www.Zosky.com
500 School St.       Bus: 745-3300 Cell: 696-7441

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

James a. GeraGhty, m.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

sc
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m

309.691.0300 • 2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy.

Jamie L. Smith, DDS, MS
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

www.growingsmilespeoria.com
(309) 685-4444
4207 N. Prospect • Peoria Heights

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

KEMP MFG. CO.

James Blair - Contractor
309-613-1463Licensed free estimates

Tim NewliN
attorney at law

416 Main Street, 6th Floor, Peoria
tnewlin@hinshawlaw.com • 674-1025

h i n s h a w  &  c u l b e r t s o n  l l p

Floyd J. Rashid, D.D.S.

2819 Knoxville Ave. | Peoria

Full and Partial Denture Service
Emergency Extractions
Including Wisdom Teeth

General Dentistry

(309) 688-5800 | cell 453-9505 Parishioner

New Patients Welcome!

G GLOBAL
VILLAGE

Fair Trade Shop

1308 E. Seiberling
Peoria Heights

Tues-Sat 11-5
Sundays in Dec 12-4

4609 N PROSPECT AVE.
309.682.7007
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