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Welcome back following the Christmas 

holidays.  With the Baptism of the Lord, we finish 

the Christmas Season and return to Ordinary 

Time. 

  

Financial Peace University begins this 

Wednesday.   This is your last chance to sign up 

for the discounted price of $79 if you want to 

participate in the nine-week course. 

  

We have several ways to keep up to date 

about what’s happening at St. Thomas.  Do 

you have the Parish App for your phone?  If 

not, text APP to 88202 or go 

to myparishapp.com/download/ and follow 

the instructions.   It’s free of charge and gives 

you immediate electronic access to bulletins 

and updates at St. Thomas. 

  

Do you receive the weekly email update on 

Fridays?  If not, give us your email address and 

we can add you to our email list.   The email 

has a link to the current bulletin as well as a 

summary of events for the week. 

  

January 3rd was the feast day of the Holy 

Name of Jesus which is also the traditional day 

for celebrating the Infant of Prague.   The 

statue of the Christ Child in the narthex was 

blessed on that day.   You will find prayer cards 

at the kneeler in front of the statue. 

 

 

- Msgr Gray 

Readings for the Week of January 12, 2019 
Sunday The Baptism of the Lord 

 Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7l  Acts 10:34-38;  Matthew 3:13-17 

 

Monday St. Hilary 

 1 Samuel 1:1-8;  Mark 1:14-20 

 

Tuesday 1 Samuel 1:9-20;  Mark 1:21-28 

 

Wednesday 1 Samuel 3:1-10,19-20;  Mark 1:29-39 

 

Thursday 1 Samuel 4:1-11;  Mark 1:40-45 

 

Friday St. Anthony 

 1 Samuel 8:4-7,10-22a;  Mark 2:1-12 

 

Saturday 1 Samuel 9:1-4,17-19;10:1;  Mark 2:13-17 

 

Sunday Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Isaiah 49:3,5-6;  1 Corinthians 1:1-3;  John 1:29-34 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, January 13, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Mary Kelly/John and Amy Kelly 

 8:00 a.m. David Lynch/Greg and Margo Folley 

 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Mary E. Truitt/Catholic Women’s League 

 8:00 a.m. Thelma Antonacci/Roberta Wainman 

 

Wednesday, January 15, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Jerry Smth/Colleen Kenny 

 8:00 a.m. Nancy Fifield/Doris Kling 

 

Thursday, January 16, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Mike Gray/R.D. Campbell 

 8:00 a.m. Walter Arnold/Ed and Cathy Mallow 

 9:15 a.m. Bob Pendergrass/Angela Aeschleman 

  

Friday, January 17, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Canon John J. Flattery/FSJB 

 8:00 a.m. Richard Durr/Thomas and Rita Williams 

 

Saturday, January 18, 2020 

 8:00 a.m. Maushard and Cook Families 

 5:00 p.m. Hugh Bernard Maroney/Christine Stecher 

 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Deceased members of St. Thomas Parish 

 9:00 a.m. For the People 

 11:00 a.m. Charlie Hessling/Mark and Marlynn Kelsch 

 5:00 p.m. Kathleen McNally/Family 

Sponsor of the Week 

Scherer 
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Our Sympathy 
 

Sonia Gray 

mother of Sonia Nelson 

 

 

Baptism Congratulations 
 

Schoeplein Gregory Gagnon 

son of Adam and Ashley Gagnon 

 

Eloise Lynn Gallinger 

daughter of Richard and Ann Gallinger 

Week of January 12 
COFFEE AND DONUTS will be served after the morning Masses by the 

Spalding Council Knights of Columbus, with the assistance of St. Thomas 

School and CCD 5th graders 

 

CENTERING PRAYER  Monday, January 13, 8:30 a.m, Church 

 

ROSARY  Tuesday, January 14, 10:00 a.m, Chapel 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY  Tuesday, January 14, 7:00 p.m, Parish Hall 

 

CCD  Wednesday, January 15, 6:00 p.m, School 

 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY  Wednesday, January 15, 7:00 p.m, Parish 

Hall 

 

RCIA  Wednesday, January 15, 7:00 p.m, School Library 

 

MEN’S CLUB  Thursday, January 16, 6:30 p.m, Community Center-

downstairs 

 

ST. THOMAS HOLY HOUR  Thursday, January 16, 7:00 p.m, Church 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  Thursday, January 16, 7:00 p.m. School 

Conference Room 

 

THAT MAN IS YOU  Friday, January 17, 6:15 a.m, Parish Hall 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Father/Daughter Dance                                   January 25 

Catholic Schools Week Open House              January  26 

Weekly Collection 
                                                      January 5, 2020 Fiscal YTD 

Collections needed ............................ $20,000 ..................................... $540,000 

Sunday Collections ............................. $26,378 ..................................... $408,374 

Electronic Collections ........................... $3,399 ....................................... $91,391 

Total Collected .................................... $29,777 ..................................... $499,765 

Over/(Short) ............................................ $9,777 ..................................... $(40,236) 

Budgeted for Holy Days ..................... $33,500 

Immaculate Conception received ... $3,946 

Christmas received ............................. $23,960 

Solemnity of Mary received ................ $3,537 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our mis-

sion.  Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.  Thank you for your sup-

port.  

Be sure to mark your calendar 

for our next parish Holy Hour 

Thursday, January 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Pray with the Pope 
January 2020 

Promotion of World Peace 

We pray that Christians, followers of other 

religions, and all people of goodwill may 

promote peace and justice in the world.  

Reflections of the New Year 
The beginning of a new year is an opportunity 

for improvement.  It makes little difference 

what the past has been, for we are not to look 

back, to see if the furrow be crooked.  What 

matters most is the sanctification of the now 

moment.  Time is so precious that God doles it 

out second by second.  If life in the past has 

been evil, the new year is an opportunity for 

penance.  In such a way is time redeemed.  If 

life, however, has been virtuous, the new year is 

an opportunity for greater self-perfection 

-Archbishop Fulton Sheen  

(On Being Human) 
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Are You Tired of Money Stress? 
Then you’re ready to join more than five million people whose lives have 

been changed by Financial Peace University (FPU)!  This nine-lesson 

course uses biblical wisdom and common sense to help you tackle 

budgeting, pay off debt, and make your money work for you! FPU 

includes your member workbook and a year of free online resources 

through Financial Peace Membership.  Classes will be on Wednesday's at 

6:30pm beginning on January 15th in the Parish Hall. Special St Thomas 

Discounted Rate!    

 

St. Thomas is able to offer a limited number of places in this series at a 

discounted price of $79.00.  The standard parish rate for FPU is $109.00.   

 

If you are interested in enrolling in Financial Peace University at the special 

$89.00 rate or have any questions about the program please contact 

Erich & Becky Crismore at e.crismore@hotmail.com or 309-696-2582.   In 

order to register for the discounted rate payment is made to St. Thomas 

Parish instead of signing up through the Financial Peace University 

website. 

 

 
 

Have you borrowed a pyx? 
If you have borrowed a pyx from the parish to 

take Communion to a shut-in, we ask that it be 

returned to the Sacristy.  These are for shared 

use by our Extraordinary Ministers visiting our 

shut-ins. 

RCIA Topics 
January 15     Eucharist, Orders 

January 22     Penance, Anointing, Funerals 

January 29     Marriage, Religious Life 

February 5     Moral Life:  Free Will, Desire for  

     Happiness, Passions, Good and 

     Evil Acts 

February 12     Virtues, sin and vice, Morality in 

     Society 

February 19     Prayer, Universal Call to   

     Holiness, Prepare for Lent 

February 26     Ash Wednesday: No Class 

March 4     Ten & Great Commandments, 

     Divine & Natural Law; 

     Commandmants 1-3 

March 11     Commandments 4, 5, 7, 8 

March 18     Commandments 6, 9, 10 

March 25     Our Father, Hail Mary, other  

     Prayers 

April 1     Review, Precepts of the Church 

April 8     Penance Service, Practice 

April 11     Easter Vigil 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Come to: Avanti’s Ristorante 

ALL Peoria Locations 

On: Wed. Jan. 15, 2020 10:30AM-10:00PM 

Present this flyer to the cashier upon payment 

for tracking purposes 

and 15% of proceeds will go to support: 

Sisters of St Francis  

of the Immaculate Conception 

On Dine-In or Carry Out orders 

Tax, gratuity and alcohol sales are not included 

in donation 
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See the Classrooms – Meet the Teachers 
Learn About our Many Unique Programs 
Student Activity 
                     3 v 3 Knockerball Soccer 
                     Interactive light show 
Enjoy Fellowship and a Doughnut 

**Current families—we encourage you to please bring your friends or prospective families. 

SAVE THE DATE 
St. Thomas School Open House 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 
9:30 - 1:00 

Preschool - 8th Grade 

Now accepting Preschool/Kindergarten and New Student Applications 
Contact Cheryl Reese at office@stthomas-school.net or visit our website 

https://school.stthomaspeoria.org/  

January Men’s Cursillo 
January 23-26, 2020 

St. Thomas parishioners, Todd Denhardt and 

Ken Matheny, are on the team for the next 

Men’s Cursillo.  Please keep them and the rest 

of the team in your prayers, as they plan the 

Cursillo. 

 

If you are interested in attending a Cursillo 

weekend, please contact Todd, Ken or the 

Cursillo office at 676-5587. 

 
 

 

 

Women’s Care Center in Peoria Now Hiring 
Part time positions are available for Counselors.  We are also looking for a 

volunteer to teach parenting classes 2 hours per week.  

 

WCC seeks mission-focused women, with hospitable and upbeat 

personalities and a desire to serve women.  Training is available for both 

positions.  

 

Please send your resume to: 

        Women’s Care Center Peoria 

        7319 N. University St, 

        Peoria, IL  61614 

        or via email to:  wccconnie13@gmail.com 

 

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen Museum 
 

Spalding Pastoral Center, 419 NE Madison Ave, Peoria 

Open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.  Closed on Holy Days and 

holidays.  To arrange a group tour, please plan ahead and contact us at 

309-671-1550 or Sr_Lea@cdop.org. 
 

CDOPmuseums.org   ArchbishopSheen Cause.org   Celebrate Sheen.com 

Volunteer Opportunity 
The Family Resource Center needs of volunteers 

to serve at the Center.  For more information, 

please contact Suzie Meismer, 309-966-0385. 

Everyone is invited to visit and 

pray at the tomb of 

Venerable Archbishop Sheen 
Cathedral of St. Mary 

of the Immaculate Conception 

607 NE Madison, Peoria. 

      Monday-Friday 12:00 p.m.—2:00 p.m. 

      Saturday  3:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 

      Sunday  9:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.  

 

https://school.stthomaspeoria.org/
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Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or   
 
Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under About open the 
New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the form. 
 

 

Last Name _____________________________________________________ 

 

First Name(s) ___________________________________________________ 

 

Email __________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________________________________ 

 

City______________________________________     ZIP_________________ 

 

Phone __________________________________________________________ 

 

 

New Parishioner _______               Change of address/phone _______ 

Holy Hour for Vocations 
Tuesday, January 14, St. Edward, Chillicothe, 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Every Wednesday, Holy Family, 4:00 p.m. 

 

Every First Friday, Holy Family 4:00 p.m. 

Respect Life Activities 
MASS FOR THE UNBORN  Friday, January 24, 

2020, Cathedral of St. Mary of the Immaculate 

Conception, 10:30 a.m, Bishop Daniel Jenky, 

celebrant 

 

9 DAYS FOR LIFE: PRAY TO PROTECT HUMAN LIFE! 

January 21-29, 2020 

A novena for the protection of human life.  

Each day’s intention is accompanied by a 

short reflection and suggested actions to help 

build a culture of life.  Please see the links 

below for the 9 Days for Life novena.   

 

https://www.respectlife.org/9-days-for-life 

 

Get daily pro-life prayers in your inbox or on 

your phone, January 21-29, 2020: 

 

https://pro-life-activities.1pages.co/9-days-for-

life-2020 

 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT  Have you had ad 

an abortion experience that has left you 

feeling empty and alone?   

 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat is available in our 

diocese for any man or woman who has 

struggled with the emotional and spiritual pain 

of abortion.  This healing weekend is for singles 

or married couples, mothers, fathers, 

grandparents, siblings or anyone suffering the 

effects of an abortion loss.  If you are searching 

for peace and inner healing from an abortion 

experience, this retreat is for you.   

 

Register now for the February 7-9, 2020 retreat: 

call 309-264-1489;  email rvrpeoria@gmail.com. 

 

All communications are strictly confidential.   

SVdP Helpline Operator 
The helpline is in need of an operator.  This is a 

part-time position—15 hours per week.   

 

If interested please contact Sr. Michelle 

Fernandez at sr_michelle@cdop.org or call 309-

409-5092. 



St. Thomas the Apostle Parish    309-688-3446 
904 East Lake Avenue, Peoria Heights, IL 61616 

parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 

Pastor ............................ Msgr. Jason A. Gray ........................ (x1400) 
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net 

Parochial Vicar ........... Rev. Paul Stark S.J. ........................... (x1430) 
paulstarksj@stthomas-church.net 

Deacon ........................ Dcn. Mark Kelsch ....................... (692-4908)
 

 Dcn. John Nelson ...................... (981-2716)
 

 Dcn. Ed Mallow .......................... (360-7735) 
 

School Principal .......... Maureen Bentley ............................. (x1210)
 

maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net 

 

Administrative Assistant ............... Terri Moon .......................................... (x1300) 

terrimoon@stthomas-church.net 

Accountant ................................... Julie Streid .......................................... (x1340) 

juliestreid@stthomas-church.net 

Tuition Coordinator ................. Pat Wombacher .................................... (x1341) 

patwombacher@stthomas-school.net 

CCD Coordinator ................... Angie Robenstein ................................... (x1200) 

angierobenstein@stthomas-school.net 

Music Coordinator ........................ Ann Horst ..................................... (682-5507) 

Choir Director ................................ Erin Craig 

erincraig@stthomas-school.net 

Annulment Consultant ........... John Mackoway .............................. (699-5213) 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents participate Baptism class 
before the Baptism of their first child. 
Contact the parish office to schedule 
the class. 

Confessions 
Saturday 
4:00-4:45pm  & 
6:00-6:30 p.m. 

How to Submit Bulletin Information 
Send information for the bulletin to parishoffice@stthomas-church.net with 
subject “Bulletin”. Submissions are due by Friday noon one full week prior. Send 
images or logos separately as attachments. Submissions may be edited for 
content and length. 

Locally owned
for 90 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com

ACCOUNTING

309.691.4417 • www.josephgrunklecpa.com

Joseph G Runkle CPA
Professional Income Tax Preparation & Accounting ServicesPE

-4
66
55
26

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN

SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING • ASPHALT SEALING

Peoria Notre Dame High School
5105 N Sheridan Road

Peoria, IL  61614 • 309-691-8741
peorianotredame.com

certified public accountants & consultants
8726 N. Industrial Road • Peoria, IL 61615

Allison Buckardt - Parishioner
fax: 309.692.4159   gswcpa.com   phone: 309.692.4030

CaribbeanCaribbean
SPRAY TAN | HAIR | FACIAL | WAXING | SAUNA

(309) 686-3751(309) 686-3751
1217 W. Main St. • Peoria, IL

www.caribbeantanandsalon.com

4704 N. Sheridan Rd., Peoria IL 61614
(309) 688-4327

Come see us for a free hearing screening

(309) 688-TREE (8733)
greg@bennetttree.com

“We think of them as our trees,
but why don’t we keep them in your yard.”

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams
4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612

— Parishioners —
www.hedigerandmeyers.com

Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

Compliments of

Since 1968

1 & 2 Room Whirlpool Suites
Children under 12 stay  FREE

www.grandstayhospitality.com
9106 N Lindbergh Dr.

309-692-9200

Large Indoor Pool & Whirlpool 
Free Enhanced Continental Breakfast

www.shermansnow.com

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Mon-Sat
10-5

688-PEAR

4544 N Prospect Rd.
Peoria Heights

aperfectpearboutique.com
Libby Fritsch-Koszuta, cLass oF ‘94

midwest-endo.com

Peoria
309-690-0011

Galesburg
309-315-2135

Midwest

Endodontic

Specialists, Ltd.
The Pursuit of Endodontic Excellence

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

F

RU

All Types of
Concrete Work

Driveways • Sidewalks
Patios • Foundations

Concrete Walls • Finished Floors

pgfoose@sbcglobal.net

Greg Foose
309-362-2119

Zack Foose
309-678-6228

Mike Hallar, Parishioner • www.awardshirts.com • 1316 E. War Memorial Dr. Peoria, IL 61614
 309-686-0026FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED Since 1977

Academy of Screenprinting & Awards, Inc. Screenprinting • Signs
Embroidery • AwardsA S A
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campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

The Real Estate 
Group Cell: 360-0012

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606
AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT

45 Years Experience Working With The Aged
Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner
Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381 • ksswf.com

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Scherer Lincoln Volvo
2200 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.692.9880

Scherer Mazda
2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.691.0300

Peoria, IL 61615
www.SchererAuto.com

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

wyman-group.com
309.685.8222

114 West
Stratford Dr.

Suite E l Peoria

G GLOBAL
VILLAGE

Fair Trade Shop

1308 E. Seiberling
Peoria Heights

Tues-Sat 11-5
Sundays in Dec 12-4

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

Saturday Evening TACO BAR • Sunday BREAKFAST 9am-4pm
309-839-2820  l  5805 N Humboldt Ave Peoria

Saturday Evening TACO BAR • Sunday BREAKFAST 9am-4pm

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

KEMP MFG. CO.

309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Portraits by Adrienne Art Studio
Hand drawn or painted from your photograph

9 x 12 painted • $180
11 x 14 drawn • $150

Fur Baby

Special

5835 N Galena Rd. • #114 • Peoria, IL 309-868-0204
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