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Thank you for your support of St. Thomas School 

during Catholic Schools’ Week.  We have had 

many visitors to St. Thomas, and I encourage 

you to continue to spread the word and invite 

other families to send their children to our 

school.  To help keep tuition affordable, I also 

encourage you to support the sponsor-a-

student fund, or to us the Invest in Kids act to 

contribute to St. Thomas through Empower 

Illinois.  This last program offers tax credits for 

your state income tax and is a very valuable 

way of contributing to families in need. 

  

We continue to be sensitive to the severe cold 

and flu season.  As a reminder, everyone is 

encouraged to wash their hands and be 

careful about the spread of germs.  Those who 

are sick should be cautious about coming to 

Mass if you might spread illness.  We will 

continue to follow the Bishop’s directive about 

Communion.  The Precious Blood will not be 

distributed for the time being. 

  

At this moment, without distributing the cup, we 

do not need as many extraordinary ministers of 

Holy Communion during our Masses.  However, 

we continue to need extraordinary ministers to 

help bring Communion to our sick and 

homebound members.  If you are interested in 

helping with this work of charity in support of 

the spiritual lives of our infirm parishioners, 

please contact Deacon Ed or the parish office. 

  
Thanks for your prayers and support of St. 

Thomas. 

  

-Msgr. Gray 

Readings for the Week of February 9, 2020 
Sunday Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Isaiah 58: 7-10; 1 Corinthians 2: 1-5; Matthew 5: 13-16 

 

Monday St. Scholastica 

 1 Kings 8: 1-7, 9-13; Mark 6: 53-56 

  

Tuesday Our Lady of Lourdes 

 1 Kings 8: 22-23, 27-30;  Mark 7: 1-13 

 

Wednesday Weekday 

 1 Kings 10: 1-10;  Mark 7: 14-23 

 

Thursday Weekday 

 1 Kings 11: 4-13;  Mark 7: 24-30 

 

Friday St. Cyril and St. Methodius 

 1 Kings 11: 29-32; 12:19;  Mark 7: 31-37 

 

Saturday Weekday 

 1 Kings 12: 26-32; 13: 33-34;  Mark 8: 1-10 

 

Sunday Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Sirach 15: 15-20; 1 Corinthians 2: 6-10; Matthew 5: 17-37 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, February 10, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Elizabeth Mathers/The McGee Family 

 8:00 a.m. Mary Tesar/The Schafer Family 

 

Tuesday, February 11, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. David Lynch/Greg and Margo Folley 

 8:00 a.m. Elaine Oltman and Krystal Camp/Mary Camp 

 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Deceased Members of Farraher and Shane Familes/ 

  Frances Farraher 

 8:00 a.m. Jerry Smith/Jim Stickelmaier  

 

Thursday, February 13, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. All Souls in Purgatory 

 8:00 a.m. Walter Arnold/Saliba Shanine  

 9:15 a.m. Raymundo Aguila/Juanita Aguila-Corrales  

  

Friday, February 14, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Jeri Callahan/John Callahan  

 8:00 a.m. Mike Gray/Jolene and Tim Doyle 

 

Saturday, February 15, 2020 

 8:00 a.m. Mariano Tolentino/Sarmiento Family  

 5:00 p.m. Loretta Horst/Becky and Fred Darche  

 

Sunday, February 16, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. For the People 

 9:00 a.m. Rosie Kearny/Ginny Schlicksup 

 11:00 a.m. Intentions of Bennett Family and Rosary Group 

 5:00 p.m. Hugh Bernard Maroney/Kathleen Whalen 

Sponsor of the Week 

 

GG GLOBAL
VILLAGE

Fair Trade Shop

1308 E. Seiberling
Peoria Heights

Tues-Sat 11-5
Sundays in Dec 12-4
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Baptism Congratulations 
 

Grayson Hulteen 

son of Rachel and Matt Hulteen 

 

 

Reception into the Church, 

Confirmation 
 

Rick Short  

Week of February 9 
 

RAFIKI WA BUKOBA BAKE SALE after all Masses, Parish Hall 
 

CENTERING PRAYER  Monday, February 10, 8:30 a.m., Church  
 

ROSARY  Tuesday, February 11, 10:00 a.m., Chapel 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY Tuesday, February 11, 7:00 p.m., ST Center 

Meeting Room  
 

CCD  Wednesday, February 12, 6:00 p.m, School 
 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY  Wednesday, February 12, 7:00 p.m., Parish 

Hall 
 

RCIA  Wednesday, February 12, 7:00 p.m, School Library 
 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  Thursday, February 13, 7:00 p.m., School 

Conference Room 
 

THAT MAN IS YOU!  Friday, February 14, 6:15 a.m., Parish Hall 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

       Trivia Night                      February 22 

       Ash Wednesday             February 26  

Men’s Club Fish Fry            March 27 

Pancake Breakfast                  April 5 

Weekly Collection 
                                                      February 2, 2020 Fiscal YTD 

Collections needed ............................ $20,000 ..................................... $620,000 

Sunday Collections ............................. $17,131 ..................................... $458,981 

Electronic Collections ........................... $3,399 ..................................... $104,987 

Total Collected .................................... $20,530 ..................................... $563,968 

Over/(Short) ............................................. $(530) ..................................... $(56,033) 

 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our                    

mission.  Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.   

 

Thank you for your support.  

RCIA Topics 
February 12     Virtues, sin and vice, Morality in 

     Society 

February 19     Prayer, Universal Call to   

     Holiness, Prepare for Lent 

February 26     Ash Wednesday: No Class 

March 4     Ten & Great Commandments, 

     Divine & Natural Law; 

     Commandments 1-3 

March 11     Commandments 4, 5, 7, 8 

March 18     Commandments 6, 9, 10 

March 25     Our Father, Hail Mary, other  

     Prayers 

April 1     Review, Precepts of the Church 

April 8     Penance Service, Practice 

April 11     Easter Vigil Flu Season Precautions 
 

Because of the health risks this flu season, Bishop Jenky encourages all 

the faithful 
 

 to refrain from shaking hands at the Sign of Peace 

 to avoid Communion on the tongue and  

 to suspend the distribution of the Precious Blood 
 

We will observe these precautions at St. Thomas while the flu season 

continues. 

Memorial Mass 
Richard L. Neville Memorial Mass will be         

celebrated on February 12, 2020 at 3:00 pm             

in the Chapel. Fr. Stark will officiate. 
 

The family will gather at 2:00 p.m. to greet 

friends. 
 

Memorials can be made to the Randy Simmons 

Tuition Assistance Scholarship Fund at Peoria 

Notre Dame or the Greater Peoria Honor Flight, 

PO Box 5072, Peoria, IL 61601. 

February Women’s Cursillo 
February 27—March 1, 2020 

St. Thomas parishioner Peggy Jacques is on the 

team for the next Women’s Cursillo. Please 

keep her, and the rest of the team, in your 

prayers as they plan the Cursillo. 

 

If you are interested in attending a Cursillo 

weekend please contact Peggy or the Cursillo 

office at 676-5587 
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Ash Wednesday 

February 26 

Mass Schedule  
7:00 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m. 

12:15 p.m. 

And  

7:00 p.m.  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays during Lent 

 4:00-5:00 p.m. and 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

Penance Service Wednesday,                  

April 8, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Stations of the Cross  

 

 Fridays during Lent 

 7:00 p.m.  

Daddy ~ Daughter 

Dance 
  January 25th 

our Fathers and 

Daughters 

rocked the 

night at the 

Candyland Ball 

2020 

 
Mark your calendar for 

Totus Tuus 2020 
Sunday, June 21-Friday, June 26 

Watch for registration forms to come this spring! 

 

Mark your calendar for our next  

Parish Holy Hour 

Thursday, February 27th at 6:00 p.m.  

following Mass 

Sweetie Bake Sale 
Rafiki wa Bukoba (Swahilli for Friends of         

Bukoba) will hold a goodie sale after all Masses 

February 9, to raise money to support Holy 

Cross Parish and grade school, and St. Joseph        

Hospital in Bukoba Diocese in Tanzania.  

Register by email     

 

kellypoepsel@stthomas-school.net   
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Peoria Notre Dame High School 

Randy Simmons Tuition Assistance Scholarship 
 

Peoria Notre Dame High School and the Simmons family announce the 

Randy Simmons Tuition Assistance Scholarship. The first award will be given 

to one 8th grade student to use each year, freshman-senior, while         

attending Peoria Notre Dame High School. 
 

For more information, or to download an application, see the Peoria 

Notre Dame website at: 

PeoriaNotreDame.com/randy-simmons-tuition-assistance-scholarship/ 

Catholic Diocese of Peoria 

Youth Rally 
March 14, 2020 from 12-7:30 p.m., at Spalding 

Pastoral Center—Peoria, featuring Matt Faley. 

 

Open to all HS teens/space is limited. Cost: $30 

per person (includes dinner & t-shirt). 

 

Registration Deadline: March 1, 2020. 

 

Join us for inspiring talks, Adoration, Mass,    

confession, games, food and more! 

 

Contact The Office of Evangelization at     

evangelization@cdop.org or (309) 671-1550 for 

questions and registration. 

Finding Spirit Again 
Unity Point Hospice—Peoria is offering a free 

educational grief seminar. 

 

Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020  

Time: 5:30—7:30 p.m. 

Location:  Methodist Atrium Conference Room 

900 Main St., Peoria, IL 

Free and open to the public 

 

Anyone experiencing grief due to the loss of a 

loved one is invited to attend.  

 

Please RSVP by March 10, 2020 at (309) 672-

5746 to attend. 

Delivering Unity Campaign 
 

Did you know that in 2019 our diocesan     

newspaper was judged as the second best of 

its kind in all of the United States and Canada? 

Why?    Because The Catholic Post is filled with 

stories and photos worth seeing...and           

sharing...both on newsprint and digitally.  

 

Stay connected to your family of faith by     

subscribing instantly via credit or debit card 

online at thecatholicpost.com; by calling 1-800-

340-5630 during business hours; or send a check 

to The Catholic Post, PO Box 1722, Peoria, IL 

61656.  

 

The subscription rate remains at $30. Additional 

levels of support are invited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peoria Notre Dame will host the 37th Annual Blue and Green Gala on 

Leap Day, February 29, 5:00 in the school Commons. With the theme 

Looking Back, Leaping Forward, the evening will celebrate the rich     

history of Catholic education in Peoria, as we build the future for our   

students!  

 

The evening will begin with a cocktail hour and silent auction followed 

by dinner provided by Kickapoo Creek Winery, and a live auction.  

 

All proceeds from the evening will go directly to educating students in all 

aspects: spirit, mind, and body. 

 

Reservations can be made by visiting peorianotredame.com/gala.  

 

If you are unable to attend, but would still like to contribute to the      

success of the gala, please consider sponsoring the event or purchasing 

raffle tickets.  

 

Call Tara Shane in the PND development office at 309-691-8741 for more 

information.   

Food Pantry Item of the Week 
The food pantry is always in need of your     

generous donation. Of particular need this 

week:  Tuna 

Prayers for Service Members 
 

 

Do you have an active-duty service member in your family? If so we 

would like to add their name to our list. The list will appear here, in our  

bulletin so that we all can pray for their safety and well-being.  

 

Please call the Parish Office and tell us their name and branch of service 

~ 309-688-3446 and speak with Terri or Peggy. 
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Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or   
 
Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under About open the 
New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the form. 
 

 

Last Name _____________________________________________________ 

 

First Name(s) ___________________________________________________ 

 

Email __________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone _________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________________________________ 

 

City______________________________________     ZIP_________________ 

 

Phone __________________________________________________________ 

 

 

New Parishioner _______               Change of address/phone _______ 

Holy Hour for Vocations 
Tuesday, February 11 at 6:30pm at St. Vincent 

de Paul, Peoria 
 

Every Wednesday, Holy Family, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Every First Friday, Holy Family 4:00 p.m. 

 

Blood Donors Needed 
 
 
 
Donate Blood In Memory of Kelly Needham  

 

When:  Saturday, February 22, 2020 8:00 a.m. –    

 12:00 p.m.  

Where:  St. Philomena Parish Center,  

              1000 W. Albany, Peoria.  

 

Kelly was a Peoria native, parishioner of St. 

Philomena Church and Peoria Notre 

Dame graduate. While attending the University 

of Missouri (Mizzou), he was a regular blood 

donor. He believed in helping others and      

donated blood five times during his lifetime. In 

August 2012, at just 21 years old, Kelly was    

involved in a tragic car accident that took his 

life. Please give blood in Kelly’s memory to help 

keep his lifesaving spirit going.  

 

To sign up, go to www.redcrossblood.org and 

enter the sponsor code STPHILS or contact the 

parish office at 309-682-8642.  

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 

Museum 
Spalding Pastoral Center, 

419 NE Madison Ave, Peoria 

Open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.  

Closed on Holy Days and holidays.  To arrange 

a group tour, please plan ahead and contact 

us at 309-671-1550 or Sr_Lea@cdop.org. 
 

CDOPmuseums.org 

ArchbishopSheen Cause.org 

Celebrate Sheen.com 

“This is the choice   

before us: either try to      

revolutionize the world 

and break under it or 

revolutionize ourselves 

and remake the 

world.” 

 

~ Fulton J. Sheen 
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Pastor ............................ Msgr. Jason A. Gray ........................ (x1400) 
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net 

Parochial Vicar ........... Rev. Paul Stark S.J. ........................... (x1430) 
paulstarksj@stthomas-church.net 

Deacon ........................ Dcn. Mark Kelsch ....................... (692-4908) 
 Dcn. John Nelson ...................... (981-2716) 
 Dcn. Ed Mallow .......................... (360-7735) 

 
School Principal .......... Maureen Bentley ............................. (x1210) 

maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net 

Administrative Assistant ............... Terri Moon .......................................... (x1300) 

terrimoon@stthomas-church.net 

Bulletin Editor…………….…..……..Peggy Sullivan……………………….(x1301) 

pe ysullivan@stthomas-church.net 

Accountant ................................... Julie Streid .......................................... (x1340) 

juliestreid@stthomas-church.net 

Tuition Coordinator………………..Pat Wombacher .............................. (x1341) 

patwombacher@stthomas-school.net 

CCD Coordinator ............ ………..Angie Robenstein ............................. (x1200) 

angierobenstein@stthomas-school.net 

Music Coordinator ........................ Ann Horst ..................................... (682-5507) 

Choir Director ................................ Erin Craig 

erincraig@stthomas-school.net 

Annulment Consultant ..... ……….John Mackoway ........................ (699-5213) 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents participate Baptism class 
before the Baptism of their first child. 
Contact the parish office to schedule 
the class. 

Confessions 
Saturday 
4:00-4:45pm  & 
6:00-6:30 p.m. 

How to Submit Bulletin Information 
Send information for the bulletin to parishoffice@stthomas-church.net with 
subject “Bulletin”. Submissions are due by Friday noon one full week prior. Send 
images or logos separately as attachments. Submissions may be edited for 
content and length. 
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Locally owned
for 90 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com

ACCOUNTING

309.691.4417 • www.josephgrunklecpa.com

Joseph G Runkle CPA
Professional Income Tax Preparation & Accounting ServicesPE

-4
66
55
26

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN

SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING • ASPHALT SEALING

Peoria Notre Dame High School
5105 N Sheridan Road

Peoria, IL  61614 • 309-691-8741
peorianotredame.com

certified public accountants & consultants
8726 N. Industrial Road • Peoria, IL 61615

Allison Buckardt - Parishioner
fax: 309.692.4159   gswcpa.com   phone: 309.692.4030

Illini Family Medicine location:
201 N Cummings Ln. Washington Office: 309-444-3627

CaribbeanCaribbean
SPRAY TAN | HAIR | FACIAL | WAXING | SAUNA

(309) 686-3751(309) 686-3751
1217 W. Main St. • Peoria, IL

www.caribbeantanandsalon.com

4704 N. Sheridan Rd., Peoria IL 61614
(309) 688-4327

Come see us for a free hearing screening

(309) 688-TREE (8733)
greg@bennetttree.com

“We think of them as our trees,
but why don’t we keep them in your yard.”

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams
4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612

— Parishioners —
www.hedigerandmeyers.com

Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

Compliments of

Since 1968

1 & 2 Room Whirlpool Suites
Children under 12 stay  FREE

www.grandstayhospitality.com
9106 N Lindbergh Dr.

309-692-9200

Large Indoor Pool & Whirlpool 
Free Enhanced Continental Breakfast

www.shermansnow.com

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Mon-Sat
10-5

688-PEAR

4544 N Prospect Rd.
Peoria Heights

aperfectpearboutique.com
Libby Fritsch-Koszuta, cLass oF ‘94

midwest-endo.com

Peoria
309-690-0011

Galesburg
309-315-2135

Midwest

Endodontic

Specialists, Ltd.
The Pursuit of Endodontic Excellence

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

F

RU

All Types of
Concrete Work

Driveways • Sidewalks
Patios • Foundations

Concrete Walls • Finished Floors

pgfoose@sbcglobal.net

Greg Foose
309-362-2119

Zack Foose
309-678-6228

Mike Hallar, Parishioner • www.awardshirts.com • 1316 E. War Memorial Dr. Peoria, IL 61614
 309-686-0026FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED Since 1977

Academy of Screenprinting & Awards, Inc. Screenprinting • Signs
Embroidery • AwardsA S A
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campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

The Real Estate 
Group Cell: 360-0012

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606
AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT

45 Years Experience Working With The Aged
Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner
Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381 • ksswf.com

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Scherer Lincoln Volvo
2200 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.692.9880

Scherer Mazda
2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.691.0300

Peoria, IL 61615
www.SchererAuto.com

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

wyman-group.com
309.685.8222

114 West
Stratford Dr.

Suite E l Peoria

G GLOBAL
VILLAGE

Fair Trade Shop

1308 E. Seiberling
Peoria Heights

Tues-Sat 11-5
Sundays in Dec 12-4

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

Saturday Evening TACO BAR • Sunday BREAKFAST 9am-4pm
309-839-2820  l  5805 N Humboldt Ave Peoria

Saturday Evening TACO BAR • Sunday BREAKFAST 9am-4pm

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

KEMP MFG. CO.

309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Portraits by Adrienne Art Studio
Hand drawn or painted from your photograph

9 x 12 painted • $180
11 x 14 drawn • $150

Fur Baby

Special

5835 N Galena Rd. • #114 • Peoria, IL 309-868-0204
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