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From Our Pastor 

 

 

We continue to make progress in the sanctuary 

as the pieces for the back wall of the sanctuary 

are installed.  These elements will draw our 

attention to the Blessed Sacrament in the 

Tabernacle.  Our devotion to the Eucharist is  

fundamental to our faith.  Let the liturgy and 

liturgical art raise our minds and hearts to God, 

especially by adoring the Son of God truly 

present in the Body of Christ reserved in our 

Tabernacle. 
  

To deepen our faith in the Eucharist, please join 

us Thursday evening for our monthly parish Holy 

Hour at 7 PM.  Use this time to grow in love of 

Our Lord.  Use this time to pray for our parish 

and school.  Use this time to pray for vocations 

to the priesthood and consecrated life, or for 

health and the end of the pandemic. 
  

As we emerge more and more from the 

lockdown, we continue, little by little, to resume 

our normal routines in the parish.  I look forward 

to our Women’s Guild events and Men’s Club 

activities, including the upcoming golf outing. 

  

During the week ahead, we will have some 

additional work done in the Parish Office 

downstairs as carpet is installed.  The rooms of 

the Parish Office have been connected and 

we have better space available for our parish 

staff and for meetings with the clergy.  We’ll 

have a Parish Office open house when the 

work is done. 
  

Our participation in the Annual Diocesan 

Appeal was delayed from the spring when it 

would ordinarily take place.  We will distribute 

the pledge cards next weekend and 

encourage you to support our Parish in our 

commitment to the Diocese of Peoria. 
  

Finally, I have been reading an increasing 

number of books, or listening to more books, 

especially while walking.  A few people have 

asked for book recommendations, which I am 

happy to make. I’ll include some 

recommendations from time to time in the 

bulletin. 

 

-Msgr. Gray 

Readings for the Week of September 13, 2020 
 

Sunday Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Sirach 27: 30—28:7; Romans 14: 7-9; Matthew 18: 21-35 
 

Monday The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

 Numbers 21: 4b-9; Philippians 2: 6-11; John 3: 13-17   
  

Tuesday Our Lady of Sorrows 

 1 Corinthians 12: 12-14, 27-31a; John 19: 25-27 
  

Wednesday Sts. Cornelius and Cyprian 

 1 Corinthians 12: 31—13: 13; Luke 7: 31-35 
  

Thursday St. Robert Bellarmine 

 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11; Luke 7: 36-50 
  

Friday 1 Corinthians 15: 12-20; Luke 8: 1-3 
 

Saturday St. Januarius 

 1 Corinthians 15: 35-37, 42-49; Luke 8: 4-15 
 

Sunday Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Isaiah 55: 6-9; Philippians 1: 20c-24, 27a;  

 Matthew 20: 1-16a 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, September 14, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Joseph Nham Vu/Phan & Tam Vu 

 8:00 a.m. Frank Eaton/Dan Russ & Pam Swim 

  

Tuesday, September 15, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Sr. Bernadette Kouri FSJB 

 8:00 a.m. Gordon Jockisch/Rose Seghetti 

 

Wednesday, September 16, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Smith & Hafner Families 

 8:00 a.m. Thelma Antonacci/Sally & Jake Jacobson 

 

Thursday, September 17, 2020 

 7:00 a.m.  Lynn Hathaway/Tom & Bonnie Stroot 

 8:00 a.m. Noreen Therens/Jeanne Whalen 

 9:15 a.m. Willi Flyn/Bob & Kathy Maushard 

 

Friday, September 18, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Joe & Ric Olson/Cathy Krueger 

 8:00 a.m. Wanda Cybaran/Bernie Shekleton 

 

Saturday, September 19, 2020 

 8:00 a.m. Rod Hinchman/Dale & Brenda Noel 

 5:00 p.m. Rose Kelly 1st anniv./Sue Gavin  

 

Sunday, September 20, 2020  

 7:00 a.m. For the People 

 9:00 a.m. Thomas S. Farraher/Frances Farraher 

 11:00 a.m. Florence & Jim Ryan/Family  

 5:00 p.m. Suzi Russell/Dale & Brenda Noel 

Pray with the Pope 
September 2020   

Respect for the Planet's Resources 

 

We pray that the planet's resources will not be 

plundered, but shared in a just and respectful 

manner.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 
 

Sr. Mary Ann Heyd, sister of Pat Calloway  

Week of September 13 

 

 

CENTERING PRAYER  Monday, September 14, 8:30 a.m., Church 
 

ROSARY Tuesday, September 15, 10:00 a.m., Church 
 

RCIA, Wednesday, September 16, 7:00 p.m., School Library    
 

THAT MAN IS YOU Thursday, September 17, 6:30 a.m., Parish Hall 
 

HOLY HOUR Thursday, September 17, 7:00 p.m., Church 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
  

 Men’s Club Golf Outing    September 25 

         Blessing of Animals   October 2 

Weekly Collection 
                                                      September 6, 2020 Fiscal YTD 

Collections needed ............................. $20,000 ...................................... $200,000 

Sunday Collections .............................. $17,304 ...................................... $124,350 

Electronic Collections ........................... $3,399 ........................................ $33,990 

Total Collected ..................................... $20,703 ...................................... $158,340 

Over/(Short) ............................................... $703 ..................................... $(41,660) 

 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our                     

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.  Thank you for your      

support.  

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in 

the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you 

above all things, and I desire to receive 

You into my soul. Since I  cannot at this 

moment receive You  sacramentally, 

come at least  spiritually into my heart. I 

embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to You. Never  per-

mit me to be          separated from You.  

Amen.  

Sponsor of the Week 

 

RCIA 

RCIA classes  begin Wednesday, September 16, 2020 at 7 PM in the school 

library. 
 

If you are interested in attending RCIA classes, please call the Parish    

Office, or simply attend the first class on September 16. 

Stay in Touch 
1. Join Msgr. Gray for Mass.  Link can be 

found on the parish websi te, 

stthomaspeoria.org or the Parish App 

2. Bookmark the Parish Blog which will feature 

regular updates (jgray.org/st_thomas). 

3. Download My Parish App to receive push 

notifications (Visit myparishapp.com/

download). 

4. Receive the Bulletin and announcements in 

w e e k l y  e m a i l s  f r o m  t h e 

parish.  (Email parishoffice@stthomas-

church.net to sign up). 

5. Bookmark the par ish webpage 

(stthomaspeoria.org). 

 

PARISH HOLY HOUR 
 
         Thursday, September 17 
 

           7:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.  

Recommended Reading from Msgr. Gray 
Psycho-Cybernetics: Updated and Expanded by Maxwell Maltz 

  

Dr. Maltz uses the term Psycho-Cybernetics to describe the way we were 

created with a brain that is engineered to help us be  successful.  Howev-

er, we can also psych ourselves out to repeat negative behavior.  The 

book addresses ways to overcome negative and false   beliefs that can 

preoccupy our mind.  Instead, we can develop positive goals and a 

sense of confidence that we can accomplish them.  The mind helps us 

unconsciously accomplish the goals that we set for ourselves, so let the 

mind move us in a positive direction. 

  

Dr. Maltz presents the fruits of his research in the way that our self-image 

controls our ability to achieve any goal, with examples of ways that a 

negative self-image sets us up to fail to achieve a goal. 

  

I found the ideas in the book very intriguing.  The approach is filled with 

lots of examples and practical suggestions to help ourselves focus and 

become the best version of ourselves that we can be. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site
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 Children’s Religious Education 
 

We are currently registering students grades 1-8 

for our 2020-2021 Religious Education classes 

(CCD) and will begin class on Wednesday,   

October 7, 6:00 -7:00 p.m.  

 

We will offer in-person classes, as well as      

home-based learning for students, with lessons 

provided from our religious education teachers.  

 

Sacramental classes (First Holy Communion and 

Confirmation) for Grades 2, 7, and 8 will be held 

in-person only. 

 

Contact Angie Robenstein at 645-1364 or        

685-2533 for registration materials and any 

questions or concerns. 

 

Food Pantry 
Current needs are:  rice, syrup, pasta 

sauce, and meal helper. 

 

Thanks for your generosity  

Students Appreciate Your  
Generosity  

 
Dear Parishioner, 
 
Thank you so much for donating . 
Now I can continue at that amazing catholic 
school and church. I’m extremely greatful 
for the donation, towards my education. 
With my tuition I will get good grades, help 
others, and have Fun at the church and 
school. I will not waste my opportunity when 
coming back, I will work my hardest on    
paper work, listen, and pay good attention in 
my classes and mass. 
I’m excited for church and school, and   
seeing my friends again. 
Thank you again 
   From a very 
     greatFul, 
    Student 

Sponsor a Student 
 
We have included a copy of one of the many thank you letters we have 
received from our school families who have received financial assistance 
for the current school year. Your generous donations, to our Sponsor a  
Student Fun and to the Invest in Kids Act through Empower Illinois, make 
Catholic education affordable for many of our families.  Approximately 
45% of our school families receive assistance through our Sponsor a      
Student Fund, Empower Illinois, or the Lancaster Spalding Fund,             
administered by the Diocese of Peoria. 
 
Students, and their families, are all so grateful for your support of Catholic 
education.  If you have any questions about making donations please 
contact Julie or Pat in the Parish Office. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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BISHOP TYLKA KEEPSAKE  
July 23 was a special day in the history of the Diocese of     

Peoria, and the highlights of the episcopal ordination of      

Coadjutor    Bishop Louis Tylka have been beautifully captured 

in a special keepsake program, A Moment of Grace. The      

8.5-by-11, 56-page high quality commemorative includes nearly 40 color 

photos from the day, the full texts of homilies and other remarks by church  

leaders, background on Bishop Lou and his family, and more.  
 

 

The programs are available, in the narthex, for  $10. 

Catholic Women's League  
 
Rosary Prayer 
Monday, September 21st,  9 am 
St. Philomena Church 
1000 W. Albany 
Peoria, IL 61604 
 
CWL Membership Renewal 
now - Nov. 1st, 2020 
 
Please mail dues ($10) to: 
Catholic Women's League 
P.O. Box 9674 
Peoria, IL 61612-9674 

Youth Sports ~ St. Thomas Community Center 
 

The Greater Peoria Family YMCA’s Rebound Program (co-ed, ages 8-14) 

will not only teach the skills of teamwork and leadership but also spend 

dedicated time each week to foster development in the principles and 

values of the YMCA.  
 

Several sessions are scheduled from September 2020 through June 2021.  

For more information:  https://peoriaymca.org/rebound/ 
 

Youth Volleyball League:  Co-ed, ages 7—14 

Sundays from September 27—November 15 
Children learn the fundamentals, focusing on basic skill development and 
proper technique. Participants progress from learning the rules to          
developing skills in the areas of underhand and overhand serving, setting,      
spiking, and digging. 
 

For more information:  peoriaYMCA.org/YOUTHSPORTS 
Peoria Diocesan Council of 

Catholic Women 
Join us in telephone conference call for a pray-

er service on the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows.  

Tuesday, September 15, 7:00 p.m. 

 

We will pray for our nation, struggling under the 

an ongoing pandemic, economic strife, civil 

unrest, and general spiritual brokenness. 

 

To participate call (605) 472-5313 then enter 

access code 770 334# 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or  Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form. 
 

 

Last Name _________________________________________________ 

 

First Name(s) _______________________________________________ 

 

Email ______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________       ZIP________________ 

 

Phone ______________________________________________________ 

 

New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______ 

 

   St. Vincent de Paul  Helpline:         

 677-7696 

For those not yet ready to come 

back to Mass 
  
We will continue to have Communion available 

outside of Mass on Sunday from 12:00 to 12:30 

pm.  Come into the narthex, or pull up in the 

crescent drive to receive. 

  

We will continue to record Mass and post the 

recordings on YouTube.  See the parish website 

stthomaspeoria.org for a link to the channel. 

 
We are recording the Sunday 7 AM Mass in 
place of the Saturday 5 PM Mass.  As we begin 
to have music at Saturday evening Mass, we 
may have copyright issues with videos posted 
on YouTube.  The silent Mass on Sunday morn-
ing at 7 AM will be easier to upload. 

Parish Office Hours  
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p. m. Staff 

will also be available by email or voicemail.  To leave a message, call 309-

688-3446, and at the prompt, press: 

         3  -  Msgr. Gray 

         4  -  Fr. Stark 

         0  -  Terri-Administrative Assistant 

   1340  -  Julie-Accounting 

   1341  -  Pat-Tuition 

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are welcome to put 

them under the door of the Office downstairs in the Church, or under the 

door of the main Sacristy upstairs.  The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 

5:00 p.m. every day. 

Resting in God   

Join Sister Linda Burkitt, OSF, Heading Ave. Fran-

ciscan, in a virtual three, or five, day retreat.  

 

Call 309-214-0187, or email srlbicc@gmail.com,  

for more information/details/arrangements.  

Helping Those in Need 

Please do not give any money to anyone who 

approaches you at St. Thomas.  All requests 

should be referred to one of the priests.   

 

The volunteers in our St. Vincent de Paul Society 

chapter provide a great service, and are ready 

to meet with those in need and determine 

what help is appropriate to provide.  

Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land 

Commissariat of the Holy Land 

 

At the request of Pope Francis, the  

 

2020 Pontifical  

Good Friday Collection 
 

will be taken  

September 13, 2020 

 

Remittance deadline: December 31, 2020 to: 

Commissariat of the Holy Land 

 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents participate in a Baptism class 
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Contact the Parish Office to 
schedule the class. 

Confessions 
Saturday 
4:00-4:45pm  & 
6:00-6:30 p.m. 

How to Submit Bulletin Information 
Send information for the bulletin to parishoffice@stthomas-church.net with 
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images or logos separately as attachments. Submissions may be edited for 
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Locally owned
for 91 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com

ACCOUNTING

309.691.4417 • www.josephgrunklecpa.com

Joseph G Runkle CPA
Professional Income Tax Preparation & Accounting ServicesPE

-4
66
55
26

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN

SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING • ASPHALT SEALING

Peoria Notre Dame High School
5105 N Sheridan Road

Peoria, IL  61614 • 309-691-8741
peorianotredame.com

certified public accountants & consultants
8726 N. Industrial Road • Peoria, IL 61615

Allison Buckardt - Parishioner
fax: 309.692.4159   gswcpa.com   phone: 309.692.4030

Illini Family Medicine location:
201 N Cummings Ln. Washington Office: 309-444-3627

CaribbeanCaribbean
SPRAY TAN | HAIR | FACIAL | WAXING | SAUNA

(309) 686-3751(309) 686-3751
1217 W. Main St. • Peoria, IL

www.caribbeantanandsalon.com

4704 N. Sheridan Rd., Peoria IL 61614
(309) 688-4327

Come see us for a free hearing screening

(309) 688-TREE (8733)
greg@bennetttree.com

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams
4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612

— Parishioners —
www.hedigerandmeyers.com

Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

Compliments of

Since 1968

1 & 2 Room Whirlpool Suites
Children under 12 stay  FREE

www.grandstayhospitality.com
9106 N Lindbergh Dr.

309-692-9200

Large Indoor Pool & Whirlpool 
Free Enhanced Continental Breakfast

www.shermansnow.com

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Mon-Sat
10-5

688-PEAR

4544 N Prospect Rd.
Peoria Heights

aperfectpearboutique.com
Libby Fritsch-Koszuta, cLass oF ‘94

midwest-endo.com

Peoria
309-690-0011

Galesburg
309-315-2135

Midwest

Endodontic

Specialists, Ltd.
The Pursuit of Endodontic Excellence

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

All Types of
Concrete Work

Driveways • Sidewalks
Patios • Foundations

Concrete Walls • Finished Floors

pgfoose@sbcglobal.net

Greg Foose
309-362-2119

Zack Foose
309-678-6228

Mike Hallar, Parishioner • www.awardshirts.com • 1316 E. War Memorial Dr. Peoria, IL 61614
 309-686-0026FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED Since 1977

Academy of Screenprinting & Awards, Inc. Screenprinting • Signs
Embroidery • AwardsA S A
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campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

The Real Estate 
Group Cell: 360-0012

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381 • ksswf.com

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Scherer Lincoln Volvo
2200 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.692.9880

Scherer Mazda
2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.691.0300

Peoria, IL 61615
www.SchererAuto.com

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

wyman-group.com
309.685.8222

114 West
Stratford Dr.

Suite E l Peoria

G GLOBAL
VILLAGE

Fair Trade Shop

1308 E. Seiberling
Peoria Heights

Tues-Sat 11-5
Sundays in Dec 12-4

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

Sat. & Sun. BREAKFAST 9-4pm • Curbside Pickup & DeliverySat. & Sun. BREAKFAST 9-4pm • Curbside Pickup & Delivery
309-839-2820 l 5805 N Humboldt Ave l Limited Dining Service

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Portraits by Adrienne Art Studio
Hand drawn or painted from your photograph

9 x 12 painted • $180
11 x 14 drawn • $150

Fur Baby

Special

5835 N Galena Rd. • #114 • Peoria, IL 309-868-0204

AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT LLC
46 Years Experience Working With The Aged

Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner

Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation
Assistance in Filing Long Term Care 

Insurance Claims

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606
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