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From Our Pastor 
 

 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is a central 

mystery of our faith.  We celebrate Easter for a 

full week, so on this Octave of Easter we still 

proclaim:  Christ is Risen!  Alleluia! 

  

The Second Sunday of Easter is also called 

Divine Mercy Sunday.  This feast is associated 

with the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  This is a 

good time to become more familiar with this 

devotion if you are not already.  We pray to our 

Savior who offered himself for us and for our 

salvation, in atonement for our sins and those of 

the whole world. 

  

Thank-you once again for all the hard work that 

went into our celebrations for Holy Week and 

Easter.  We continue to celebrate with joy the 

baptism and reception of our new Catholics at 

the Easter Vigil.  Please continue to keep them 

in prayer.  Please also remember our 8th grade 

students to be confirmed on April 19, and our 

2nd grade students who will make their First 

Communion in May. 

  

Now that Lent has concluded, we will also 

have a Donut Sunday next weekend.  I look 

forward to gathering for distanced fellowship, 

but fellowship nonetheless as we invite our 

1st grade and 3rd grade students to assist us at 

Mass on April 18. 

  

I have also been encouraged by the 

remarkable number of baptisms that have 

been scheduled recently.  As we emerge from 

the pandemic, it is a joy to see so many 

children receive sanctifying grace and the 

promise of eternal life. 

 

-Msgr. Gray 

Readings for the Week of April 11, 2021 

Sunday Divine Mercy Sunday  

 Acts 4:32-35; 1 John 5:1-6; John 20:19-31 

 

Monday Acts 4:23-31; John 3:1-8 

  

Tuesday St. Martin I, Pope & Martyr 

 Acts 4:32-37; John 3:7b-15 

  

Wednesday Acts 5:17-26; John 3:16-21  

  

Thursday Acts 5:27-33; John 3:31-36  

   

Friday Acts 5:34-42; John 6:1-15 

 

Saturday Acts 6:1-7; John 6:16-21 

 

Sunday Third Sunday of Easter  

 Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; 1 John 2:1-5a; Luke 24:35-48 

Mass Intentions 

Monday, April 12, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Jeanette Holland/Anne & Kevin Morrisey 

 8:00 a.m. Sr. Mary Ann Heyd, O.P./John F. Carlson  

  

Tuesday, April 13, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Joe Kelly/The Morton Family 

 8:00 a.m. Sandy Farwell/Joe & Sandy Whalen  

  

Wednesday, April 14, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Agnes Brake/Kevin & Lisa Schoeplein  

 8:00 a.m. Mary Cooper/Friends  

 

Thursday, April 15, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Richard Penn/Family 

 8:00 a.m. Cecelia LaHood/Family 

 9:15 a.m. Deceased Members of the McCauley Family 

 

Friday, April 16, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Jerry Callahan/John Callahan 

 8:00 a.m. Dolores Oppe 1st Anniv./Shirley Oppe 

      

Saturday, April 17, 2021 

 8:00 a.m. Ward, Nyla, Needra Bell/Jack & Margaret Weinstein 

 5:00 p.m. Mary Carrigan/Jim & Mary Clare Geraghty 

 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Giles Keithley, Jr./Family 

 9:00 a.m. Lois Streid/Jim & Mary Clare Geraghty 

 11:00 a.m. Chuck Gavin/Joe & Sandy Whalen 

 5:00 p.m. For the People 

Pray with the Pope 
 

April 2021 

Freedom from Addiction 
 

We pray that those suffering from addiction 

may be helped and accompanied. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 
 

 Lois Lipka 

 

Linda Horton, mother of Andy Piper and 

grandmother of Liam Piper 

 

Joseph Maier 

Sponsor of the Week
 

  

Weekly Collection 
                                                       April 4, 2021 Fiscal YTD 

Collections needed ............................. $20,000 ...................................... $800,000 

Sunday Collections .............................. $14,170 ...................................... $676,320 

Electronic Collections ........................... $3,399 ...................................... $135,960 

Total Collected ..................................... $17,569 ...................................... $812,280 

Over/(Short) ......................................... $(2,431) ........................................ $12,280 
 

Easter Collection………………………..$6,456 
 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our                     

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.  Thank you for your      

support.  

Week of April 11 

 

CENTERING PRAYER  Monday, April 12, 8:30 a.m., Church 

 

ROSARY Tuesday, April 13, 10:00 a.m., Church 

 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY Tuesday, April 13, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall 

 

CCD Wednesday, April 14, 6:00 p.m., School 

 

THAT MAN IS YOU Thursday, April 15, 6:30 a.m., Parish Hall 

 

ST. THOMAS HOLY HOUR Thursday, April 15, 7:00 p.m., Church            

 

CONFESSIONS Saturday, April 17, 4:00 & 6:00 p.m. 

   

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy  Sacrament.  

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I  cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 

least  spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You. Never  permit me to be         

separated from You.  Amen.  

PARISH HOLY HOUR 
 

  Thursday, April 15 
 

    7:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.  

 

Leisure is a form of silence, not noiselessness. It is the silence of             

contemplation such as occurs when we let our minds rest on a 

rosebud, a child at play, a divine mystery, or a waterfall. 

           

                - Fulton J. Sheen 

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have    

mercy on us and on the whole world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Actions not words…We are inspired by the   

belief that the instructions Jesus gave                

St. Faustina to spread His mercy were profound 

and clear in her Diary (paragraph 742). 

 

I demand from you deeds of mercy, you must 

not shrink from this or try to excuse or absolve 

yourself from it. I give you three ways of           

exercising mercy, the first by deed, the second 

by word, and the third by prayer. 

 

In these three degrees are contained the full-

ness of mercy, and it is an unquestionable proof 

of love for Me. By these means a soul glorifies 

and pays reverence to My mercy. (Diary of 

Saint Faustina 742). 

 

JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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2021 PND National Honor Society 
 

Congratulations to the STS alumni who have been inducted  

into the 2021 PND National Honor Society.  Job well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This group represents close to 30% of the 2021 PND inductees! 

Isabella Alexander  

Ryan Bender  

Ella Benjamin 

Andrew Berry  

Alester Dawson  

John Frederickson 

Carissa Freeman  

Logan Fricke 

Maggie Guingrich  

Danny Gutzwiller  

Abigail Halberg  

Isabella Hernandez 

Jenna Horst  

Ben Kelly  

Clare Kube  

Olivia Lowder  

Jacqueline Luong  

Emelia Owen  

Carmela Pag-ong  

Carissa Phan  

Brady Socha 

Trey Socha  
Thatcher Spears  
Emelia VanSlyke  

Danny Ward  
Sydney Watts 

Live Stream of the Mass in the 

Parish Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For those who have been hesitant to return to 

Mass in person, because of COVID, we have a 

live broadcast of the 11:00 a.m. Mass every 

Sunday in the Parish Hall.   
 

All those attending in the Parish Hall will be   

required to wear a mask and maintain social 

distance.  Communion will be distributed in the 

Parish Hall. 

Marriage Blessing 
It has been our custom throughout the year to bless the milestone 

marriage anniversaries of our Parishioners.  We generally have this 

blessing at the 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass the last Sunday of the month.   

 

Did you, because of the pandemic in the past year , miss your opportunity 

for a Marriage Blessing for a milestone anniversary? 

 

If you would like to be part of our Marriage Blessing please call or email 

the Parish Office, 309-688-3446 or parishoffice@stthomas-church.net to 

make arrangements.   

Welcome to Our New Catholics! 

Do not forget that the value and interest of life 
is not so much to do conspicuous things... as to 
do ordinary things with the perception of their 
enormous value. 
 
           - Teilhard de Chardin, SJ 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Volunteers Needed 
As COVID restrictions begin to lift, we need  

volunteers. 
 

Our Martha Group needs helpers to bring in 

food, or to assist, for luncheons following       

funerals at St. Thomas. 
 

In anticipation of resuming taking Communion 

to homebound parishioners, we also will need 

additional Extraordinary Ministers. 
 

If you are able to participate in either ministry, 

please call or email the Parish Office at 309-688

-3446 or parishoffice@stthomas-church.net, to 

let us know.  

Mass Intentions 
 

Recently there have been inquiries as to how 

one goes about scheduling a Mass intention. 

 

It is easy to request a Mass intention for a loved 

one, deceased or living, here at St. Thomas. 

 

All you need to do is email the Parish Office at 

parishoffice@stthomas-church.net, and ask to 

schedule a Mass intention.  Subject to specific 

Mass availability efforts are made to               

accommodate your requested date and    

Mass time.  The suggested donation is $10.00 

per Mass. 

Become A  Comet 

 Today 

 

Open Enrollment for  

2021-2022 School Year 

Grades Pre-3—8th 

Register at: school.stthomaspeoria.org/admissions                                     

 

Apply Today! 

Caterpillar Matching Gifts Program 

~ Invest in Kids Act 
 

The opportunity to support students at St. Thomas School is again        

available in 2021 through the State of Illinois’ Invest in Kids Act.  Illinois   

taxpayers can receive a state income tax credit of 75% of their total   

donation.  Donations can be made throughout the year and will be 

awarded to our students on the Empower Illinois waiting list who are     

eligible to receive a State Tax Credit Scholarship.  Last year we received 

donations to support 25 of our students through this program.  We are  

hoping to be able to help even more students during the upcoming 

school year. 

 

In addition, The Caterpillar Foundation is proud to offer the year-round 

Matching Gifts Program to support U.S. employees, retirees and board of 

directors in their contributions to worthy causes. Eligible Caterpillar       

participants may request an annual combined total maximum match of 

$10,000 each calendar year to accredited public/private preK-12 schools 

in the U.S. to which contributions are tax deductible. After making the  

donation directly, Caterpillar participants then may request a match at 

caterpillar.com/matching-gifts.  Submit the matching gift request online 

by January 31 of the year following the donation. 

 

If you are interested in learning about the Illinois Tax Credit Scholarship 

program, please contact Pat or Julie in the Parish Office at 309-688-3446. 

 

We are so grateful for all the ways that our   parishioners support St.   

Thomas. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or  Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form. 
 

 

Last Name _________________________________________________ 

 

First Name(s) _______________________________________________ 

 

Email ______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________       ZIP________________ 

 

Phone ______________________________________________________ 

 

New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______  

   St. Vincent de Paul  Helpline:         

 677-7696 

Parish Office Hours  
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Staff are also available 

by email or voicemail.  To leave a message, 

call        309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press: 

         3  -  Msgr. Gray 

         4  -  Fr. Stark 

         0  -  Terri-Administrative Assistant 

   1340  -  Julie-Accounting 

   1341  -  Pat-Tuition 

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, 

you are welcome to put them under the door 

of the Office downstairs in the Church, or under 

the door of the main Sacristy upstairs.  The 

Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

every day. 

Stay in Touch 
1. Join Msgr. Gray for Mass.  Link can be 

found on the parish websi te, 

stthomaspeoria.org or the Parish App 

2. Bookmark the Parish Blog which will feature 

regular updates (jgray.org/st_thomas). 

3. Download My Parish App to receive push 

notifications (Visit myparishapp.com/

download). 

4. Receive the Bulletin and announcements in 

w e e k l y  e m a i l s  f r o m  t h e 

parish.  (Email parishoffice@stthomas-

church.net to sign up). 

5. Bookmark the par ish webpage 

(stthomaspeoria.org). 

 
St. Thomas  

Food Pantry 
Current needs are:   cereal, canned fruit, 

pasta sauce, pancake syrup and meal 

helper, cleaning supplies  
 

Thank you for your generosity 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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stthomaspeoria.org
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor............................ Msgr. Jason A. Gray .............................. (x3)
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar.. ......... Rev. Paul Stark S.J.................................. (x4)

paulstarksj@stthomas-church.net

Sacristan………….Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB………..(688-3500)
fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon ........................ Dcn. Mark Kelsch....................... (692-4908)

Dcn. John Nelson ...................... (981-2716)
Dcn. Ed Mallow.......................... (360-7735)

School Principal .......... Maureen Bentley ............................. (x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant ...............Terri Moon................................................(x0)

terrimoon@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor…………….…..……..Peggy Sullivan……………………….(x1301)

pe ysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Accountant................................... Julie Streid..........................................(x1340)

uliestreid@stthomas-church.net

Tuition Coordinator………………..Pat Wombacher ..............................(x1341)

patwombacher@stthomas-school.net

CCD Coordinator ............ ………..Angie Robenstein.............................(x1200)

angierobenstein@stthomas-school.net

Music Coordinator ........................ Ann Horst..................................... (682-5507)

Choir Director ................................ Erin Craig

erincraig@stthomas-school.net

Annulment Consultant .....……….John Mackoway ........................ (699-5213)

Sacrament of Baptism
Parents participate in a Baptism class 
before the Baptism of their first child. 
Contact the Parish Office to 
schedule the class.

Confessions
Saturday
4:00-4:45pm  &
6:00-6:30 p.m.

How to Submit Bulletin Information
Send information for the bulletin to parishoffice@stthomas-church.net with 
subject Bulletin. Submissions are due by Friday noon, one full week prior. Send 
images or logos separately as attachments. Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.

Locally owned
for 91 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com

ACCOUNTING

309.691.4417 • www.josephgrunklecpa.com

Joseph G Runkle CPA
Professional Income Tax Preparation & Accounting ServicesPE

-4
66
55
26

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN

SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING • ASPHALT SEALING

certified public accountants & consultants
8726 N. Industrial Road • Peoria, IL 61615

Allison Buckardt - Parishioner
fax: 309.692.4159   gswcpa.com   phone: 309.692.4030

Illini Family Medicine location:
201 N Cummings Ln. Washington Office: 309-444-3627

(309) 688-TREE (8733)
greg@bennetttree.com

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams
4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612

— Parishioners —
www.hedigerandmeyers.com

Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

Compliments of

Since 1968

1 & 2 Room Whirlpool Suites
Children under 12 stay  FREE

www.grandstayhospitality.com
9106 N Lindbergh Dr.

309-692-9200

Large Indoor Pool & Whirlpool 
Free Enhanced Continental Breakfast

www.shermansnow.com

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Mon-Sat
10-5

688-PEAR

4544 N Prospect Rd.
Peoria Heights

aperfectpearboutique.com
Libby Fritsch-Koszuta, cLass oF ‘94

midwest-endo.com

Peoria
309-690-0011

Galesburg
309-315-2135

Midwest

Endodontic

Specialists, Ltd.
The Pursuit of Endodontic Excellence

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

All Types of
Concrete Work

Driveways • Sidewalks
Patios • Foundations

Concrete Walls • Finished Floors

pgfoose@sbcglobal.net

Greg Foose
309-362-2119

Zack Foose
309-678-6228

Mike Hallar, Parishioner • www.awardshirts.com • 1316 E. War Memorial Dr. Peoria, IL 61614
 309-686-0026FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED Since 1977

Academy of Screenprinting & Awards, Inc. Screenprinting • Signs
Embroidery • AwardsA S A

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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1208

campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

The Real Estate 
Group Cell: 360-0012

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381 • ksswf.com

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Scherer Lincoln Volvo
2200 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.692.9880

Scherer Mazda
2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.691.0300

Peoria, IL 61615
www.SchererAuto.com

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

wyman-group.com
309.685.8222

114 West
Stratford Dr.

Suite E l Peoria

G GLOBAL
VILLAGE

Fair Trade Shop

1308 E. Seiberling
Peoria Heights

Tues-Sat 11-5
Sundays in Dec 12-4

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

Sat. & Sun. BREAKFAST 9-4pm • Curbside Pickup & DeliverySat. & Sun. BREAKFAST 9-4pm • Curbside Pickup & Delivery
309-839-2820 l 5805 N Humboldt Ave l Limited Dining Service

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Portraits by Adrienne Art Studio
Hand drawn or painted from your photograph

9 x 12 painted • $180
11 x 14 drawn • $150

Fur Baby

Special

5835 N Galena Rd. • #114 • Peoria, IL 309-868-0204

AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT LLC
46 Years Experience Working With The Aged

Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner

Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation
Assistance in Filing Long Term Care 

Insurance Claims

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606
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