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From Our Pastor 
 

 

Congratulations to our students who made 

their First Holy Communion on Saturday!  This is 

an important part of their journey of faith and 

reminds all of us of the great value of the 

Eucharist.  May we never take this gift for 

granted.  For those who are not Catholic or 

who are not able to receive Communion, 

please let me know if I can help you, or address 

any obstacles. 

  

This is also a good time to remind us all about 

the best way to receive Communion reverently 

at this time. 

  

You are encouraged to receive Communion in 

the hand and not to make physical contact 

with the person distributing the Eucharist.  We 

want to take precautions to avoid the spread 

of disease.  For this reason, it is best to open 

your hand flat, and let the minister place the 

host on your hand.  I encourage you to avoid 

grabbing the host, since this is often when 

accidental hand-to-hand contact occurs. 

  

The Eucharist is the most precious object we 

have in the Church, more important than any 

work of art or chalice or vestment.  The 

Eucharist is the Body of Jesus Christ Himself, truly 

present, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity.  For this 

reason, it is important you receive Communion 

when you come forward, and do not walk off 

with the Host.  At times, a minister has to follow 

a person who may unknowingly walk away with 

the Host to make sure it is consumed or 

returned.  Please help us by receiving both 

promptly and reverently. 

  

These days we have the added difficulty of 

managing a face mask.  It has happened that 

some have dropped the Host, or broken the 

Host, when trying to receive with the face mask 

in place.  If you have any difficulty, please 

lower your mask as you approach to avoid any 

disrespect that may come to the Host. 

  

Recently, a broken piece of the Eucharist was 

discovered dropped on the ground shortly after 

distributing Communion.  This occurred in the 

aisle where the Host could have been stepped 

on.  While I’m sure this was accidental, we must 

take every precaution to avoid any sacrilege 

to come to the Eucharist.  Please help us do all 

we can to stay safe and healthy, and also to 

pay the greatest respect to our Lord Jesus, Who 

comes to us in the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

-Msgr. Gray 

Readings for the Week of May 2, 2021 

Sunday Fifth Sunday of Easter  

 Acts 9:26-31; 1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8 

 

Monday Sts. Philip & James, Apostles  

 1 Corinthians 15:1-8; John 14:6-14 

  

Tuesday Acts 14:19-28; John 14:27-31a 

  

Wednesday Acts 15:1-6; John 15:1-8  

  

Thursday Acts 15:7-21; John 15:9-11  

   

Friday Acts 15:22-31; John 15:12-17 

 

Saturday Acts 16:1-10; John 15:18-21 

 

Sunday Sixth Sunday of Easter  

 Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 1 John 4:7-10; John 15:9-17 

Mass Intentions 

Monday, May 3, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Elizabeth & Robert Lehnhausen/J. P. Harney 

 8:00 a.m. Glen Morton/Jim & Pat Callaway  

  

Tuesday, May 4, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Jeanne Brousssard/Mike & Mary Lou Bartley 

 8:00 a.m. Ed Dotta/Madeline Dotta 

  

Wednesday, May 5, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Ed Dotta/Ken Matheny  

 8:00 a.m. Melvin Noe 4th Anniv./Family  

 

Thursday, May 6, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Suzie Draher/Mary Goble   

 8:00 a.m. Ric & Joe Olson/John Szentes 

 9:15 a.m. Gordon Jockisch/Rose Seghetti  

 

Friday, May 7, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. All Souls in Purgatory 

 8:00 a.m. World Peace & Special Prayer Intentions 

      

Saturday, May 8, 2021 

 8:00 a.m. Jack & Frances McGinn/Mary Eaton  

 5:00 p.m. Mary Carrigan/Dave & Lynn Wargo 

 

Sunday, May 9, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. For the People 

 9:00 a.m. Alice Grow/The Pearl/Cain Family 

 11:00 a.m. Sharyn Axelson/Family 

 5:00 p.m. Bob Nelson/John & Sonia Nelson 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 
 

Please pray for those who have died this week 

 

 

Baptism Congratulations 
 

Aleiyah Faith Menchaca, daughter of Seturnino 

and Brianna Menchaca  

 

Parker James Wilson, son of Ben and Crystal 

Wilson  

 

Frances Elaine Cullinan, daughter of Allen and 

Laura Cullinan  

 

Adeline Victoria Dang, daughter of  

Tan Quy Dang & Nhung Thi Hong Nguyen 

  

Weekly Collection 
                                                      April 25, 2021 Fiscal YTD 

Collections needed ............................. $20,000 ...................................... $860,000 

Sunday Collections ................................ $6,621 ...................................... $711,218 

Electronic Collections ........................... $3,399 ...................................... $146,157 

Total Collected ..................................... $10,020 ...................................... $857,375 

Over/(Short) ......................................... $(9,980) ....................................... $(2,625) 
 
 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our                     

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.  Thank you for your      

support.  

Week of May 2 

FIRST FRIDAY SIGN-UP in the Narthex for Adoration 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL AND FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS this weekend 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS membership drive after 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m. 

Masses 
  
COFFEE AND DONUTS  after Sunday morning Masses, Parish Hall, served by 

the Knights of Columbus and our St Thomas School and CCD 7th Graders 
 

ROSARY Tuesday, May 4, 10:00 a.m., Church 
 

CCD Wednesday, May 5, 6:00 p.m., School 
 

LADIES’ NIGHT OUT Thursday, May 6, 7:00 p.m., Parish Hall 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  Friday, May 7, beginning after 8:00 a.m. Mass 

and closing with Benediction at 8:00 p.m 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

  

             First Friday Adoration      May 7 

        Parish Holy Hour     May 20 

                Men’s Club     May 20     

   Men’s Club Golf Scramble     June 25                     

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy  Sacrament.  

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I  cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 

least  spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You. Never  permit me to be         

separated from You.  Amen.  

Pray with the Pope 
 

May 2021 

    For Deacons 
 

We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and the poor, 

may be an invigorating symbol for the entire Church. 

 

 
 

Congratulations on Your    

First Eucharist 
 

Avery Behm 

Jennesis Camacho 

Reese Carlton 

Claire Coad 

Kennedy Cummings 

Amelia Dobereiner 

Elio Garcia 

Cristina Garcia 

Sophia Hallam 

Elizabeth Jockisch 

Harry Koszuta 

Derek LaFond 

Jacob Leustek 

Leland Lott 

Nicholas Lynch 

Rita Martinez 

Elena Mendez 

Abraham Merriman 

Vincent Merriman 

Mason Mohning 

Morgan Ramsay 

Harlow Sarff 

Leo Schendl 

Imogen Scherer 

Samantha Wayne 

Sophia Weber 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Thomas the Apostle Church Page 4 Peoria Heights, IL

Spalding Council #427

7403 N. Radnor Rd.

Membership Drive

After the morning Masses

7:00, 9:00, and 11:00 a.m.

Sunday, May 2, 2021

Looking for eligible 

Catholic Gentlemen to join the 

Knights of Columbus

Ladies’ Night Out

All women of the Parish are Invited

Are you feeling the strain of being cooped up and away from friends?  

Join us for our first Ladies’ Night Out here at St. Thomas.  The social will 

begin with a brief spiritual reflection about Mary during the Easter Season 

by Msgr. Gray . Following the reflection, women of the parish are invited 

to stay for a  social with refreshments and snacks will be served. It is not 

necessary to bring anything, but those who would like to provide food or 

drinks are  encouraged to make arrangements by contacting the Parish 

Office. 

When: Thursday, May 6th Where: in the Parish Hall Time: 7:00 p.m.

Pray the Stations in 
Garden Tranquility 

Review for our Lectors and   

Extraordinary Ministers of    

Holy Communion
We are holding several refresher sessions for 
readers and extraordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion. As we continue our return to nor-
mal, it is good to review the guidelines for serv-
ing as a reader or an extraordinary minis-
ter. Training sessions will be held in the church.

Lectors, please come on either Sunday, May 16 
at 12 PM or Wednesday, May 19 at 5:30 PM.

EMHC, please come on either Sunday, May 23 
at 12 PM or Wednesday, May 26 at 5:30 PM.

We will review everything involved in serving in 
these ministries. You can reserve your spot by 
signing up through Ministry Scheduler Pro for 
one of these sessions.

Participating at one of these sessions is required 
to continue serving in these ministries.

Thanks for your service!

Thank you to Boy Scout 
Troop 28 and John 
Bender for overseeing 
the refurbishment of the 
stations.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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When you go the poor, you encounter Jesus 

 

Dear fellow parishioners: 
 

St. Thomas has generously supported the food pantry and that is 

truly  appreciated.  It is a frightening time for people struggling to keep 

their lives together, and the need for food, including milk, fresh              

produce and meats, has increased. 
 

If you are able, please consider prayerfully donating today to The St.    

Vincent de Paul Society to support those most affected by COVID-19  

who need a helping hand.   
 

We also invite any of you who would be interested in helping with this very 

rewarding ministry to join us.  
 

Thank you, and may the presence of Christ fill your hearts. 
 

Linda Waible 

  

For I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked 

and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 

prison and you visited me.  

                                                                                        -- Matthew 25:35-36 

Become A Comet Today 

 

Open Enrollment for  

2021-2022 School Year 

Grades Pre-3—8th 

Register at: school.stthomaspeoria.org/admissions                                     

 

Apply Today! 

Do You Still Need Your 

COVID Shot? 

If you are 16, or older, call the Health   

Department hotline @ 833-621-1284 and ask 

about the vaccine. 

Sponsor of the Week
 

 

Student Summer Service Hours 
The St. Thomas Food Pantry offers an excellent 

opportunity for students who need service 

hours.  Summers offer two days each week for 

four students to gain service hours.  On Monday 

and Thursday mornings, holidays excepted, the 

pantry distributes groceries to clients.  Packing 

groceries, registering clients, restocking shelves, 

repackaging food, helping clients with food 

selection and assisting clients to their vehicles, 

are activities students will perform with adult 

supervision.   
 

An additional service opportunity is available 

one Thursday per month when we receive a 

truckload of food products from Midwest Food 

Bank.  On these days, students help adult     

volunteers unload the truck, repackage food, 

rotate stock and stock shelves.   
 

Students interested in earning service hours at 

the food pantry this summer should email Diana 

Janda at dianajanda1964@gmail.com    
 

Opportunities Available: 

Monday and Thursday mornings – 8:30 AM to 

11:30 AM  

Monthly Truck – 1:30 PM to 4:00 PM – Dates are 

June 17th, July 15th and August 12th 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or  Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form. 
 

 

Last Name _________________________________________________ 

 

First Name(s) _______________________________________________ 

 

Email ______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________       ZIP________________ 

 

Phone ______________________________________________________ 

 

New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______  

   St. Vincent de Paul  Helpline:         

 677-7696 

Parish Office Hours  
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Staff are also available 

by email or voicemail.  To leave a message, 

call        309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press: 

         3  -  Msgr. Gray 

         4  -  Fr. Stark 

         0  -  Terri-Administrative Assistant 

   1340  -  Julie-Accounting 

   1341  -  Pat-Tuition 

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, 

you are welcome to put them under the door 

of the Office downstairs in the Church, or under 

the door of the main Sacristy upstairs.  The 

Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

every day. 

Stay in Touch 
1. Join Msgr. Gray for Mass.  Link can be 

found on the parish websi te, 

stthomaspeoria.org or the Parish App 

2. Bookmark the Parish Blog which will feature 

regular updates (jgray.org/st_thomas). 

3. Download My Parish App to receive push 

notifications (Visit myparishapp.com/

download). 

4. Receive the Bulletin and announcements in 

w e e k l y  e m a i l s  f r o m  t h e 

parish.  (Email parishoffice@stthomas-

church.net to sign up). 

5. Bookmark the par ish webpage 

(stthomaspeoria.org). 

 

 

St. Thomas  

Food Pantry 
 

Current needs 

are:   canned fruit,  

pasta sauce, meal 

helper, cleaning supplies 

and personal hygiene 

items  
 

Thank you for your 

generosity 

Holy Hour for the Rights of the Unborn 
 
Saint Mark Church, 1113 W. Bradley Avenue, in Peoria.  
The first Monday of the month, May 3rd, 2021 @ 7:00 p.m.  
 
Face masks and social distancing are requested.   
 
Holy Hour consists of  Benediction, the Rosary, and other prayers. Please 
join to pray for the protection of these innocent lives of the unborn and 
the restoration of their Constitutional rights. 

38th Annual PND Blue & Green Gala 
 
Put on your boots and join us for the 38th annual Blue and Green 
Gala, May 22 beginning at 5:00 pm.  
 
The evening, hosted on the grounds of PND, will consist of live 
and silent auctions, dinner, raffles, wine pull, and more! Don't miss 

your chance to win such coveted auction items as a paint and ice cream party from Fired 
Up and Emack and Bolio's, a night of making tiramisu with our school chaplain Fr. Krengiel, 
or a ribeye steak dinner for 20 people at your home provided by generous PND parents. 
 
Are uncomfortable attending the gala in person? Join us virtually with our live-stream of 
the event. With two virtual options, you may choose to let us provide your dinner (pick up 
at the PND circle drive between 4:30 and 5:30), or make your own and take part in the 
virtual event. 
 
Throw on your boots and support Catholic secondary education. 
 
Make reservations at pndgala.weebly.com.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Locally owned
for 91 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com

ACCOUNTING

309.691.4417 • www.josephgrunklecpa.com

Joseph G Runkle CPA
Professional Income Tax Preparation & Accounting ServicesPE

-4
66
55
26

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN

SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING • ASPHALT SEALING

certified public accountants & consultants
8726 N. Industrial Road • Peoria, IL 61615

Allison Buckardt - Parishioner
fax: 309.692.4159   gswcpa.com   phone: 309.692.4030

Illini Family Medicine location:
201 N Cummings Ln. Washington Office: 309-444-3627

(309) 688-TREE (8733)
greg@bennetttree.com

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams
4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612

— Parishioners —
www.hedigerandmeyers.com

Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

Compliments of

Since 1968

1 & 2 Room Whirlpool Suites
Children under 12 stay  FREE

www.grandstayhospitality.com
9106 N Lindbergh Dr.

309-692-9200

Large Indoor Pool & Whirlpool 
Free Enhanced Continental Breakfast

www.shermansnow.com

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Mon-Sat
10-5

688-PEAR

4544 N Prospect Rd.
Peoria Heights

aperfectpearboutique.com
Libby Fritsch-Koszuta, cLass oF ‘94

midwest-endo.com

Peoria
309-690-0011

Galesburg
309-315-2135

Midwest

Endodontic

Specialists, Ltd.
The Pursuit of Endodontic Excellence

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

All Types of
Concrete Work

Driveways • Sidewalks
Patios • Foundations

Concrete Walls • Finished Floors

pgfoose@sbcglobal.net

Greg Foose
309-362-2119

Zack Foose
309-678-6228

Mike Hallar, Parishioner • www.awardshirts.com • 1316 E. War Memorial Dr. Peoria, IL 61614
 309-686-0026FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED Since 1977

Academy of Screenprinting & Awards, Inc. Screenprinting • Signs
Embroidery • AwardsA S A

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

The Real Estate 
Group Cell: 360-0012

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381 • ksswf.com

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Scherer Lincoln Volvo
2200 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.692.9880

Scherer Mazda
2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.691.0300

Peoria, IL 61615
www.SchererAuto.com

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

wyman-group.com
309.685.8222

114 West
Stratford Dr.

Suite E l Peoria

G GLOBAL
VILLAGE

Fair Trade Shop

1308 E. Seiberling
Peoria Heights

Tues-Sat 11-5
Sundays in Dec 12-4

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

Sat. & Sun. BREAKFAST 9-4pm • Curbside Pickup & DeliverySat. & Sun. BREAKFAST 9-4pm • Curbside Pickup & Delivery
309-839-2820 l 5805 N Humboldt Ave l Limited Dining Service

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Portraits by Adrienne Art Studio
Hand drawn or painted from your photograph

9 x 12 painted • $180
11 x 14 drawn • $150

Fur Baby

Special

5835 N Galena Rd. • #114 • Peoria, IL 309-868-0204

AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT LLC
46 Years Experience Working With The Aged

Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner

Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation
Assistance in Filing Long Term Care 

Insurance Claims

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606
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