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From Our Pastor 
  

Happy Mother’s Day to all our mothers.  We ask 

the intercession and protection of our Blessed 

Mother during this month of May on all of us. 

  

Last week we were able to honor Msgr. William 

Watson who was laid to rest in Odell.  His 

funeral service can be seen on the Watson 

Thomas Funeral Home website.  He was born in 

1936 and died at the age of 85.  He served as 

our second Pastor from 1981 until his retirement 

in 2015.  We are grateful for the 34 years of 

faithful and generous service that he gave to 

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish! 

  

We will take some time this week to organize a 

fitting tribute to Msgr. Watson and to plan a 

Memorial Mass for him here.  Those who are 

interested in volunteering should step forward 

this week so we can organize the assembly of 

photos from his time as our pastor and stories 

about his service to the parish.  I look forward to 

reaching out to the many priests who served 

with him over the years. 

  

We will have more information about the 

Memorial Mass in next week’s bulletin.  I know 

that many people were not able to travel to 

Odell for the funeral, so the Memorial Mass that 

we will have here will be a special time for our 

parish to honor him, celebrate him, and pray 

for him.  Please contact me or the parish office 

if you are able to help. 

  

Finally, I encourage our readers and 

extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion to 

plan to attend one of the refresher sessions we 

will have to review our routines for Sunday 

Masses.  With God’s help we will continue to 

get more and more back to our normal parish 

life! 

 

-Msgr. Gray 

Readings for the Week of May 9, 2021 

Sunday Sixth Sunday of Easter  

 Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 1 John 4:7-10; John 15:9-17 

 

Monday St. Damian de Veuster, Priest 

 Acts 16:11-15; John 15:26—16:4a 

  

Tuesday Acts 16:22-34; John 16:5-11 

  

Wednesday Sts. Nereus & Achilleus, Martyrs 

 Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; John 16:12-15  

  

Thursday Our Lady of Fatima 

 Acts 18:1-8; John 16:16-20  

   

Friday St. Matthias, Apostle 

 Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; John 15:9-17 

 

Saturday St. Isidore 

 Acts 18:23-28; John 16:23b-28 

 

Sunday The Ascension of the Lord  

 Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23; Mark 16:15-20 

Mass Intentions 

Monday, May 10, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Jeannette Holland/Anne & Kevin Morrissey 

 8:00 a.m. Intentions of the Meixner & Connolly Families  

  

Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Chuck Gavin/Bonnie, Charlie, & Colleen Gavin 

 8:00 a.m. Len Kuchan/Jim & Nancy Becker 

  

Wednesday, May 12, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Msgr. William Watson/Frances Farraher  

 8:00 a.m. Mary Rose Kelly/Family  

 

Thursday, May 13, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Karen Helton/Rita Deets  

 8:00 a.m. Deceased Members of Mallow/Hessling Family/Ed & 

  Cathy Mallow 

 9:15 a.m. Kevin Harmon/Ed Harmon  

 

Friday, May 14, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Bernadean May/Tim & Mary Jones  

 8:00 a.m. Frank McCabe/Maureen Kuchan 

      

Saturday, May 15, 2021 

 8:00 a.m. Cornelia Schneider/Jean Hisler   

 5:00 p.m. Dolores Oppe/Shirley Oppe 

 

Sunday, May 16, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. For the People 

 9:00 a.m. Raymond & Viola Horst/Paul & Ann Horst 

 11:00 a.m. Mr. & Mrs. Francis Carlson/John F. Carlson 

 5:00 p.m. Tony Ferris/Teresa & Gary Doll   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 
 

Msgr. William A. Watson 

 

 

Baptism Congratulations 
 

 Lily Rosalee Eggena, Emma Jean Eggena, & 

Annie Josephine Eggena, daughters of Sarah 

and Matt Eggena  

Weekly Collection 
                                                      April 25, 2021 Fiscal YTD 

Collections needed ............................. $20,000 ...................................... $860,000 

Sunday Collections ................................ $6,621 ...................................... $711,218 

Electronic Collections ........................... $3,399 ...................................... $146,157 

Total Collected ..................................... $10,020 ...................................... $857,375 

Over/(Short) ......................................... $(9,980) ....................................... $(2,625) 
 
 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our                     

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.  Thank you for your      

support.  

Week of May 9 

 

ROSARY Tuesday, May 11, 10:00 a.m., Church 

 

CCD Wednesday, May 512 6:00 p.m., School 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

      

        Parish Holy Hour     May 20 

                Men’s Club     May 20     

   Men’s Club Golf Scramble     June 25                     

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in 

the Most Holy  Sacrament.  I love you above 

all things, and I desire to receive You into my 

soul. Since I  cannot at this moment receive 

You sacramentally, come at least  spiritually 

into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 

already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never  permit me to be  separated from You.  

Amen.  

Pray with the Pope 
 

May 2021 

    For Deacons 
 

We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to 

the Word and the poor, may be an invigorating 

symbol for the entire Church. 

Sponsor of the Week
 

 

Happy Mother’s Day 

To All our Mothers 

Msgr. William Watson 
 

In a 2015 interview with The Catholic Post, 

Msgr. Watson said he thought about being a 

priest from a young age. His parents went to 

daily Mass. “The church was almost as much 

a part of our life as our home was,” he re-

called, resulting in close contact with   parish 

priests and the Springfield Dominican Sisters.  
 

He was ordained a priest of the Diocese of 

Peoria on June 3, 1962, by Bishop John B. Franz at St. Mary’s Cathedral in 

Peoria.  
 

In 1981, Msgr. Watson received his first assignment as pastor. It would also 

be his last. He guided St. Thomas the Apostle Parish — one of the largest 

parishes in the diocese — until his move to senior status in 2015. 
 

His 34 years at the Peoria Heights parish saw dramatic growth in its      

physical plant. He oversaw an addition to the south side of the school in 

1995. The present church was built and dedicated in 2002 while            

preserving the original church. The former convent was renovated for   

parish offices and a new rectory was built, linked to the church by a    

skywalk. 
 

Known for his compassion, gentle leadership, and Irish wit, Msgr. Watson 

found joy in the support of parishioners, his brother priests, and the offering 

of daily Mass, which he called “the center of my life.”  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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38th Annual PND Blue & Green Gala 
 

Put on your boots and join us for the 38th annual Blue and Green Gala, 
May 22 beginning at 5:00 pm.  
 

The evening, hosted on the grounds of PND, will consist of live and silent 
auctions, dinner, raffles, wine pull, and more!  
 

Love soccer and want to learn from a pro? Former soccer pro, Father 
Chase Hilgenbrinck is offering a training session for up to 10 students! Fr. 
Hilgenbrinck played for professional teams both in Chile and the US, but 
now serves as the vocations director for the Peoria Diocese. Your student 
could learn the fundamentals of soccer infused with a bit of faith! The 
training session, along with other exciting auction items, is only available 
through Peoria Notre Dame's upcoming gala. Bid in-person at the gala or 
online during the live stream on May 22. Visit pndgala.maxgiving.bid.   
 

Are uncomfortable attending the gala in person? Join us virtually with our 
live-stream of the event. With two virtual options, you may choose to let us 
provide your dinner (pick up at the PND circle drive between 4:30 and 
5:30), or make your own and take part in the virtual event. 
 

Throw on your boots and support Catholic secondary education. 
 

Make reservations at pndgala.weebly.com.  

Review for our Lectors and            

Extraordinary Ministers of  

Holy Communion 
 

We are holding several refresher sessions for 
readers and extraordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion.  As we continue our return to   
normal, it is good to review the guidelines for 
serving as a reader or an extraordinary         
minister. 
Training  sessions will be held in the church. 
 

Lectors, please come on either Sunday, May 16 
at 12 PM or Wednesday, May 19 at 5:30 PM. 

 

EMHC, please come on either Sunday, May 23 
at 12 PM or Wednesday, May 26 at 5:30 PM. 

 

We will review everything involved in serving in 
these ministries.  You can reserve your spot by 
signing up through Ministry Scheduler Pro for 
one of these sessions.   
 

Participating at one of these sessions is required 
to continue serving in these ministries. 
 

Thanks for your  service! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Do You Still Need Your 

COVID Shot? 

If you are 16, or older, call the Health   

Department hotline @ 833-621-1284 and ask 

about the vaccine. 

ST THOMAS SUMMARY REPORT OF OPERATING REVENUE AND EXPENSES         
         

  Quarter Ending March 31, 

2021   
YTD March 31, 2021   

  Actual Budget Actual Budget 

CHURCH         

Operating Revenue         

Collections, Gifts and Bequests 243,600 265,100 829,700 820,100 

Other: Parish Organizations, Etc 33,000 47,500 82,000 148,600 

Total Operating Revenue 276,600 312,600 911,700 968,700 
          

Operating Expenses         

Salary and Related 49,600 63,100 143,500 172,800 

PND Tuition & Assessment 26,000 23,700 78,000 71,100 

Other Operating Expenses 100,600 92,500 344,500 273,300 

Total Church Expenditures 176,200 179,300 566,000 517,200 
          

NET CHURCH OPERATING REVENUE         

OVER EXPENSES 100,400 133,300 345,700 451,500 
          

SCHOOL         

Operating Revenue         

Tuition and Fees 261,500 306,600 843,400 883,800 

Other: Café, Athletics, etc 142,700 133,400 222,400 306,700 

Total Operating Revenue 404,200 440,000 1,065,800 1,190,500 
          

Operating Expenses         

School Expenditures 499,900 517,100 1,458,400 1,512,800 

Other: Café, Athletics, etc 78,000 94,000 191,300 243,400 

Total School Expenditures 577,900 611,100 1,649,700 1,756,200 
          

NET SCHOOL OPERATING EXPENSES OVER REVENUE (173,700) (171,100) (583,900) (565,700) 

          

COMBINED OPERATING EXPENSES (73,300) (37,800) (238,200) (114,200) 
          

NON OPERATING ACTUAL REVENUE/EXPENSES         

Annual Giving (See Notes) 4,800 41,400 70,000   

Depreciation 42,800 35,000     

Investments 77,800 25,000 163,400 75,000 

Total Non Operating Revenue 82,600 25,000 247,600 180,000 
          

INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS 9,300 (12,800) 9,400 65,800 

          

NOTE: The unrealized activity of our investments is not included in the above numbers.    

 Those numbers are stated below. 
         

Unrealized Appreciation 131,200 25,000 751,800 75,000 

PND  

Irish Expo 
 
Paving the way in 
advanced course-
work for secondary 
education, Peoria 
Notre Dame senior 
AP Research and 
Project Lead the 
Way students have 
completed their final 
research projects.  
Now seniors are 
ready to present their 
projects to the public 
during the first PND 
Irish Expo.  
 
The event will be 
held May 19th at 6:00 
pm in the Peoria 
Notre Dame        
Commons.  
 
Enjoy light refresh-
ments as you learn 
about  interesting 
topics such as  how 
landing zone varia-
bles impact course 
difficulty in golf,    
expanding the physi-
cians well-being in-
dex to improve  
mental health 
among medical        
professionals, and 
musical patterns in AI        
generated 
songs.  You will be 
blown away by the 
research and analyti-
cal work prepared 
by these high school 
seniors in these PhD            
dissertation style    
projects.  Come see 
how PND students 
are going to change 
the world! 

Women’s Care Center—Baby Bottle 

Campaign 2021 
This year we are using an envelope with a Baby Bottle  

picture in place of the actual baby bottle.  These           

envelopes will be passed out at all Masses this weekend.   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or  Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form. 
 

 

Last Name _________________________________________________ 

 

First Name(s) _______________________________________________ 

 

Email ______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________       ZIP________________ 

 

Phone ______________________________________________________ 

 

New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______ 

Parish Office Hours  
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Staff are also available 

by email or voicemail.  To leave a message, 

call        309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press: 

         3  -  Msgr. Gray 

         4  -  Fr. Stark 

         0  -  Terri-Administrative Assistant 

   1340  -  Julie-Accounting 

   1341  -  Pat-Tuition 

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, 

you are welcome to put them under the door 

of the Office downstairs in the Church, or under 

the door of the main Sacristy upstairs.  The 

Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

every day. 

Stay in Touch 
1. Join Msgr. Gray for Mass.  Link can be 

found on the parish websi te, 

stthomaspeoria.org or the Parish App 

2. Bookmark the Parish Blog which will feature 

regular updates (jgray.org/st_thomas). 

3. Download My Parish App to receive push 

notifications (Visit myparishapp.com/

download). 

4. Receive the Bulletin and announcements in 

w e e k l y  e m a i l s  f r o m  t h e 

parish.  (Email parishoffice@stthomas-

church.net to sign up). 

5. Bookmark the par ish webpage 

(stthomaspeoria.org). 

 
St. Thomas  

Food Pantry 
 

Current needs are:   canned fruit,  

pasta sauce, meal helper, cleaning 

supplies and personal hygiene items  
 

Thank you for your generosity 

Student Summer Service Hours 
The St. Thomas Food Pantry offers an excellent opportunity for students 

who need service hours.  Summers offer two days each week for four  

students to gain service hours.  On Monday and Thursday mornings,     

holidays excepted, the pantry distributes groceries to clients.  Packing 

groceries, registering clients, restocking shelves, repackaging food,    

helping clients with food selection and assisting clients to their vehicles, 

are activities students will perform with adult supervision.   
 

An additional service opportunity is available one Thursday per month 

when we receive a truckload of food products from Midwest Food Bank.  

On these days, students help adult volunteers unload the truck,             

repackage food, rotate stock and stock shelves.   
 

Students interested in earning service hours at the food pantry this sum-

mer should email Diana Janda at dianajanda1964@gmail.com    
 

Opportunities Available: 

Monday and Thursday mornings – 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM  

Monthly Truck – 1:30 PM to 4:00 PM – Dates are June 17th, July 15th and 

August 12th 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Pastor............................ Msgr. Jason A. Gray .............................. (x3)
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar.. ......... Rev. Paul Stark S.J.................................. (x4)

paulstarksj@stthomas-church.net

Sacristan………….Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB………..(688-3500)
fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon ........................ Dcn. Mark Kelsch....................... (692-4908)

Dcn. John Nelson ...................... (981-2716)
Dcn. Ed Mallow.......................... (360-7735)

School Principal .......... Maureen Bentley ............................. (x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant ...............Terri Moon................................................(x0)

terrimoon@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor…………….…..……..Peggy Sullivan……………………….(x1301)

pe ysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Accountant................................... Julie Streid..........................................(x1340)

uliestreid@stthomas-church.net

Tuition Coordinator………………..Pat Wombacher ..............................(x1341)

patwombacher@stthomas-school.net

CCD Coordinator ............ ………..Angie Robenstein.............................(x1200)

angierobenstein@stthomas-school.net

Music Coordinator ........................ Ann Horst..................................... (682-5507)

Choir Director ................................ Erin Craig

erincraig@stthomas-school.net

Annulment Consultant .....……….John Mackoway ........................ (699-5213)

Sacrament of Baptism
Parents participate in a Baptism class 
before the Baptism of their first child. 
Contact the Parish Office to 
schedule the class.

Confessions
Saturday
4:00-4:45pm  &
6:00-6:30 p.m.

How to Submit Bulletin Information
Send information for the bulletin to parishoffice@stthomas-church.net with 
subject Bulletin. Submissions are due by Friday noon, one full week prior. Send 
images or logos separately as attachments. Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.

Locally owned
for 91 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com

ACCOUNTING

309.691.4417 • www.josephgrunklecpa.com

Joseph G Runkle CPA
Professional Income Tax Preparation & Accounting ServicesPE

-4
66
55
26

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN

SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING • ASPHALT SEALING

certified public accountants & consultants
8726 N. Industrial Road • Peoria, IL 61615

Allison Buckardt - Parishioner
fax: 309.692.4159   gswcpa.com   phone: 309.692.4030

Illini Family Medicine location:
201 N Cummings Ln. Washington Office: 309-444-3627

(309) 688-TREE (8733)
greg@bennetttree.com

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams
4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612

— Parishioners —
www.hedigerandmeyers.com

Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

Compliments of

Since 1968

1 & 2 Room Whirlpool Suites
Children under 12 stay  FREE

www.grandstayhospitality.com
9106 N Lindbergh Dr.

309-692-9200

Large Indoor Pool & Whirlpool 
Free Enhanced Continental Breakfast

www.shermansnow.com

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Mon-Sat
10-5

688-PEAR

4544 N Prospect Rd.
Peoria Heights

aperfectpearboutique.com
Libby Fritsch-Koszuta, cLass oF ‘94

midwest-endo.com

Peoria
309-690-0011

Galesburg
309-315-2135

Midwest

Endodontic

Specialists, Ltd.
The Pursuit of Endodontic Excellence

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

Mike Hallar, Parishioner • www.awardshirts.com • 1316 E. War Memorial Dr. Peoria, IL 61614
 309-686-0026FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED Since 1977

Academy of Screenprinting & Awards, Inc. Screenprinting • Signs
Embroidery • AwardsA S A

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

The Real Estate 
Group Cell: 360-0012

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381 • ksswf.com

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Scherer Lincoln Volvo
2200 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.692.9880

Scherer Mazda
2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.691.0300

Peoria, IL 61615
www.SchererAuto.com

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

wyman-group.com
309.685.8222

114 West
Stratford Dr.

Suite E l Peoria

G GLOBAL
VILLAGE

Fair Trade Shop

1308 E. Seiberling
Peoria Heights

Tues-Sat 11-5
Sundays in Dec 12-4

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

Sat. & Sun. BREAKFAST 9-4pm • Curbside Pickup & DeliverySat. & Sun. BREAKFAST 9-4pm • Curbside Pickup & Delivery
309-839-2820 l 5805 N Humboldt Ave l Limited Dining Service

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Portraits by Adrienne Art Studio
Hand drawn or painted from your photograph

9 x 12 painted • $180
11 x 14 drawn • $150

Fur Baby

Special

5835 N Galena Rd. • #114 • Peoria, IL 309-868-0204

AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT LLC
46 Years Experience Working With The Aged

Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner

Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation
Assistance in Filing Long Term Care 

Insurance Claims

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606
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