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From Our Pastor 
  
 

 

 

After the celebration of the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit at Pentecost, we honor all three 

persons of the Holy Trinity this Sunday.  This is 

one of the most fundamental mysteries of our 

Faith:  One God in three persons.  We 

encounter each of these three persons in our 

own spiritual life.  Let us live out this mystery as 

we follow the example of God the Son who 

taught us to pray to the Father in Heaven, and 

who also sent us the Holy Spirit to strengthen us. 

  

Next week we will celebrate Corpus Christi, the 

great feast of the Body and Blood of Jesus 

Christ.  The Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the 

Eucharist is another fundamental mystery, one 

in which we are invited to celebrate every time 

we come to Mass. 

  

A venerable tradition in the Church is to have a 

Eucharistic Procession on that day.  When the 

Blessed Sacrament is exposed, it is placed 

inside the monstrance which is set on the altar 

for us to pray and adore.  Adoration takes 

place inside the Church in a fixed location. 

When a Eucharistic Procession is held, the 

Blessed Sacrament is carried out of the Church 

into the world.  This reminds us that the light of 

Christ in the Eucharist is meant to shine to the 

ends of the earth and is to consecrate the 

world by the offering of the Son. 

  

We will continue this tradition after the 9 AM 

Mass next Sunday as we carry the Blessed 

Sacrament in procession around our St. Thomas 

campus.  This procession will take place after 

Mass around 10 AM and will conclude before 

the next Mass begins at 11 AM.  Please join us 

for this special devotion. 

  

Please remember in prayer our newly ordained 

priests, Fr. Nicolas Wilson and Fr. Austin Bosse, as 

they begin their priestly ministry.  May the Lord 

bless their service to the people of this Diocese! 

     

          

-Msgr. Gray 

Readings for the Week of May 30, 2021 

Sunday The Most Holy Trinity  

 Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40; Romans 8:14-17;  

 Matthew 28:16-20 

 

Monday The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 Zephaniah 3:14-18a or Romans 12:9-16; Luke 1:39-56 

  

Tuesday St. Justin, Martyr  

 Tobit: 2:9-14; Mark 12:13-17 

  

Wednesday Sts. Marcellinus & Peter, Martyrs  

 Tobit 3:1-11a, 16-17a; Mark 12:18-27  

  

Thursday St. Charles Lwanga & Companions, Martyrs 

 Tobit 6:10-11; 7:1bcde, 9-17; 8:4-9a; Mark 12:28-34  

   

Friday Tobit: 11:5-17; Mark 12:35-37 

 

Saturday St. Boniface, Bishop & Martyr 

 Tobit 12:1, 5-15, 20; Mark 12:38-44 

 

Sunday The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ  

 Exodus 24:3-8; Hebrews 9:11-15; Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 

Mass Intentions 

Monday, May 31, 2021     

 9:00 a.m. Jean Carbonara/The McNally Family  

  

Tuesday, June 1, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Ric & Joe Olson 2nd Anniv./John Szentes  

 8:00 a.m. Len Kuchan/Beth Washburn 

  

Wednesday, June 2, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Joe Kelly/Joe & Sandy Whalen  

 8:00 a.m. Mary Clary/Betty Arnold  

 

Thursday, June 3, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Msgr. William Watson Anniversary of Ordination  

 8:00 a.m. Intentions of Timothy Owomugisha/Ed & Cathy Mallow  

 

Friday, June 4, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Rosemary Bartley/Mike & Mary Lou Bartley  

 8:00 a.m. World Peace & Special Prayer Intentions 

       

Saturday, June 5, 2021 

 8:00 a.m. John Peters/Dennis & Pam Goett  

 5:00 p.m. Chuck Gavin/Mike & Kathy Pabon 

 

Sunday, June 6, 2021 

 7:00 a.m. Jerry Callahan/John Callahan 

 9:00 a.m. Terry Knueppel/Jeff & Roseanne Nau 

 11:00 a.m. Jack Lambert/Family  

 5:00 p.m. For the People  

Sponsor of the Week
 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 
 

Robert Denton 

Weekly Collection 
                                                      May 23, 2021 Fiscal YTD 

Collections needed ............................. $20,000 ...................................... $940,000 

Sunday Collections ................................ $8,527 ...................................... $773,755 

Electronic Collections ........................... $3,399 ...................................... $159,753 

Total Collected ..................................... $11,926 ...................................... $933,508 

Over/(Short) ......................................... $(8,074) ....................................... $(6,492) 
 
 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our                     

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.  Thank you for your      

support.  

Week of May 30 

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION SIGN-UP after all Masses this weekend in the 

Narthex  

 

MEMORIAL DAY Monday, May 31, 9:00 a.m. Mass only 

 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED Monday, May 31 for Memorial Day 

 

ROSARY Tuesday, June 1, 10:00 a.m., Church 

 

ADORATION Friday, June 4, after 8:00 Mass until Benediction at 8:00 p.m. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

      

     Corpus Christy Procession              June 6     

             St. Thomas Holy Hour     June 17 

   Men’s Club Golf Scramble     June 25   

       Parish Solemnity               July 3         

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in 

the Most Holy  Sacrament.  I love you above 

all things, and I desire to receive You into my 

soul. Since I  cannot at this moment receive 

You sacramentally, come at least  spiritually 

into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 

already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never  permit me to be  separated from You.  

Amen.  

Pray with the Pope 
 

June 2021 

    The Way of the Heart 
 

We pray that all those who suffer 

may find their way in life, allowing 

themselves to be touched by the 

Heart of Jesus. 

Pray with the Pope 
 

May 2021    

 For Deacons 
 

We pray that deacons, faithful in 

their service to the Word and the 

poor, may be an invigorating 

symbol for the entire Church. 

St. Boniface 

The missionary bishop and martyr St. 
Boniface (672?-754) has been called 
the Apostle to the Germans. He was 
born in England and given the name 
Wynfrith, which he later changed to Boniface. 
Until about the age of forty, he was a Benedic-
tine monk, devoted primarily to scholarship; 
then, in 718, Boniface permanently left England 
and went to Germany as a missionary. 
 

Christianity in Germany had become riddled 
with superstition, and was affected by           
paganism and heresy. Boniface described 
these conditions on a journey to Rome in 722, 
and Pope Gregory II thereupon appointed him 
an archbishop and charged him with reforming 
and reinvigorating the German church.         
Boniface worked tirelessly among the Germans, 
preaching to the pagans and encouraging the 
Christians, and his efforts met with great        
success. 
 

Additionally, Boniface did much to promote the 
unity of the Church in France and Germany 
with Rome. Though in his seventies, Boniface 
desired to convert the fierce pagans of Frisia 
(located in modern-day Holland). He and     
fifty-three companions went to Frisia for this   
purpose, but were ambushed and killed by the 
natives upon their arrival; St. Boniface himself is 
said to have been stabbed while reading in his 
tent. 
 

In 1881, with the population of The Lower End 
demanding nearer church accommodations, 
the parish of St. Boniface arose. The first rector 
was Rev. F. Von Schwedler, succeeded in 1892 
by the Franciscan Fathers who erected the  
permanent church and school.  St. Boniface 
and St. John merged in 1994 to become St. Ann 
at the St. Boniface site. 
 

From:  St. Boniface (Bishop and Martyr) (catholicexchange.com)  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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When you go the poor, you encounter Jesus 

The range of requests for assistance from our neighbors in need 

is broader than the big three requests of Rent, Ameren, and     

Water.  We’re used to, and can address, those needs in most 

cases.  But, from time to time there are calls for help that      

challenge our resourcefulness; the table below lists some of these unusual 

requests:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is why – except for the present covid-19 suspension – we make       
face-to-face visits; the circumstances surrounding most of these requests 
require extended conversations to fully understand the needs of the    
Client. 
 
Material needs are important, but we also try to meet the spiritual need 
each person for a reminder of God’s love and presence…that’s part of 
every visit.  The work of St. Vincent de Paul is never routine or boring; 
come and join us on a most gratifying journey. Please call the office at 
688-3446 and they will put you in touch with someone who can answer 
your questions.  You will be blessed by the people you work with as well  
as those you meet, and the insights into poverty you receive on every visit.  
Thank you again for your continued financial support. 

                                                                                                 ~ Don Smith  

Student Summer Service Hours 
The St. Thomas Food Pantry offers an excellent opportunity for students 

who need service hours.  Summers offer two days each week for four  

students to gain  service hours.  On Monday and Thursday mornings,    

holidays excepted, the pantry distributes groceries to clients.  Students will 

participate in all pantry activities with adult supervision. 
 

An additional service opportunity is available one Thursday per month 

students help adult volunteers unload the truck, repackage food, rotate 

stock and stock shelves.   
 

Students interested in earning service hours at the food pantry this sum-

mer should email Diana Janda at dianajanda1964@gmail.com    
 

Opportunities Available: 

Mon. & Thur. mornings – 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM. Monthly Truck – 1:30 PM to 

4:00 PM –  6/17, 7/15 & 8/12 

Air conditioner Clinic payment Gas for car Sanitation bill 

Attorney fees Clothing Green card renewal State ID card 

Baby stroller Day care Hearing aids Title transfer 

Battery Dental Knee brace Toiletries 

Boots Door locks Luggage fee – bus Train ticket 

Braces Driver’s license Medications Trans. repair 

Bus pass (city) Eye exam & glasses Meth treatment Two fans 

Bus ticket Food Motel stay U-Haul rental 

Car payment Funeral expenses Phone bill U-Haul storage 

Car down payment Furnace Property tax Washer/dryer 

Class fee Furniture Refrigerator Water heater 

The Story Behind the Feast of 

Corpus Christi 
The Solemnity of the 
Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ, histori-
cally known by its 
Latin name, Corpus 
Christi, celebrates the 
Real Presence of Je-
sus Christ in the Holy 
Eucharist—Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity. It is 
traditionally celebrated on the Thursday follow-
ing the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity. The feast 
dates to the Middle Ages and originated with a 
visionary nun and a Eucharistic miracle. 
 

THE STORY 
 

In 1263 a German priest, Fr. Peter of Prague, 
made a pilgrimage to Rome. He stopped in 
Bolsena, Italy, to celebrate Mass at the Church 
of St. Christina. At the time he was having 
doubts about Jesus being truly present in the 
Blessed Sacrament. He was affected by the 
growing debate among certain theologians 
who, for the first time in the history of the 
Church, began introducing doubts about the 
Body and Blood of Christ being actually present 
in the consecrated bread and wine. In re-
sponse to his doubt, when he recited the pray-
er of consecration as he celebrated the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, blood started seeping 
from the consecrated host and onto the altar 
and corporal. 
 

Fr. Peter reported this miracle to Pope Urban IV, 
who at the time was nearby in Orvieto. The 
pope sent delegates to investigate and or-
dered that host and blood-stained corporal be 
brought to Orvieto. The relics were then placed 
in the Cathedral of Orvieto, where they remain 
today (see photo below). 
 

This Eucharistic Miracle confirmed the visions 
given to St. Juliana of Mont Cornillon in Belgium 
(1193-1258). St. Juliana was a nun and mystic 
who had a series of visions in which she was 
instructed by Our Lord to work to establish a 
liturgical feast for the Holy Eucharist, to which 
she had a great devotion. 
 

After many years of trying, she finally convinced 
the bishop, the future Pope Urban IV, to create 
this special feast in honor of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, where none had existed before. Soon 
after her death, Pope Urban instituted Corpus 
Christi for the Universal Church and celebrated 
it for the first time in Orvieto in 1264, a year after 
the Eucharistic Miracle in Bolsena. 
 

Inspired by the miracle, Pope Urban commis-
sioned a Dominican friar, St. Thomas Aquinas, to 
compose the Mass and Office for the feast of 
Corpus Christi. Aquinas' hymns in honor of the 
Holy Eucharist, Pange Lingua, Tantum Er-
go, Panis Angelicus, and O Salutaris Hostia are 
the beloved hymns the Church sings on the 
feast of Corpus Christi as well as throughout the 
year during Exposition and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
The Story Behind the Feast of Corpus Christi | The Catholic Company®  

Volunteers Needed! 
Come help assemble the new playground for our STS students ~  

June 12, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. or 12:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. or stay 

all day if you can.   
 

If you have tools bring them along!  
 

Call the school office to sign up:  (309) 685-2533  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or  Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form. 
 

 

Last Name _________________________________________________ 

 

First Name(s) _______________________________________________ 

 

Email ______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________       ZIP________________ 

 

Phone ______________________________________________________ 

 

New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______ 

Parish Office Hours  
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Staff are also available 

by email or voicemail.  To leave a message, 

call        309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press: 

         3  -  Msgr. Gray 

         4  -  Fr. Stark 

         0  -  Terri-Administrative Assistant 

   1340  -  Julie-Accounting 

   1341  -  Pat-Tuition 

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, 

you are welcome to put them under the door 

of the Office downstairs in the Church, or under 

the door of the main Sacristy upstairs.  The 

Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

every day. 

Stay in Touch 
1. Join Msgr. Gray for Mass.  Link can be 

found on the parish websi te, 

stthomaspeoria.org or the Parish App 

2. Bookmark the Parish Blog which will feature 

regular updates (jgray.org/st_thomas). 

3. Download My Parish App to receive push 

notifications (Visit myparishapp.com/

download). 

4. Receive the Bulletin and announcements in 

w e e k l y  e m a i l s  f r o m  t h e 

parish.  (Email parishoffice@stthomas-

church.net to sign up). 

5. Bookmark the par ish webpage 

(stthomaspeoria.org). 

 
St. Thomas  

Food Pantry 
 

Current needs are:   canned fruit, canned 

soup pasta sauce, meal helper, jelly, 

cleaning supplies and personal hygiene 

items  
 

Thank you for your generosity 

Please join Cursillo for our 
June Ultreya 

Blessed Sacrament Church, Morton 
And on Facebook Live at our 
Peoria Cursillo Office page 

2021 Theme:  Go Make Disciples 
Guests are Welcome! 

on Saturday, June 5;  6:30 p.m. 

Join us for a lay talk, Mass, and social time! 
Lay Reflection by Drew Lee 
Mass with Msgr. Jerry Ward 
Homily by Dcn. Kevin Zeeb 
Social Time outside afterward with snacks  
and beverages—individually wrapped 

Please signup to attend in person via signup.com at: 
https://signup.com/go/LffquxW 
You can contact the Cursillo Office at 309/676-5587 or 
cursillopeoria@gmail.com 

 

Join us for our 
First 2021 

In person ultreya! 

Seeks a new Director for the Fall Campaign 
 

The ideal candidate will act as Spokesperson for 
the Campaign, coordinate kickoff rally, assist in 
contacting local churches, facilitate monthly 

meetings May~Sept., and update the website.  There are three 
seasoned volunteers with whom you would work.  
  
Call Karen Guth, local Founding Director, 309-453-7493, for 
more information.  

Important Phone Numbers to Save 
CIRTL (Central IL Right-to-Life) pregnancy assistance hot line:  309-645-

8000 

Women’s Care Center:  309-689-0200 

Empower Life Center (FKA the Women’s Pregnancy Center): 309-688-0202 

The beginning of the 
end of abortion 

Holy Hour for the Rights of the 

Unborn 
 
Saint Mark Church, 1113 W. Bradley Avenue,  
Peoria,  7:00 P.M., June 7th, 2021.  Face masks 
and social distancing requested.   
 

Holy Hour consists of Benediction, the Rosary, 
and other prayers. Please join us in prayer for 
the protection of these innocent lives and the 
restoration of their Constitutional rights.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sacrament of Baptism
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How to Submit Bulletin Information
Send information for the bulletin to parishoffice@stthomas-church.net with 
subject Bulletin. Submissions are due by Friday noon, one full week prior. Send 
images or logos separately as attachments. Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.

Locally owned
for 91 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com

ACCOUNTING

309.691.4417 • www.josephgrunklecpa.com

Joseph G Runkle CPA
Professional Income Tax Preparation & Accounting ServicesPE

-4
66
55
26

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN
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certified public accountants & consultants
8726 N. Industrial Road • Peoria, IL 61615

Allison Buckardt - Parishioner
fax: 309.692.4159   gswcpa.com   phone: 309.692.4030

Illini Family Medicine location:
201 N Cummings Ln. Washington Office: 309-444-3627

(309) 688-TREE (8733)
greg@bennetttree.com

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams
4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612

— Parishioners —
www.hedigerandmeyers.com

Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

Compliments of

Since 1968

1 & 2 Room Whirlpool Suites
Children under 12 stay  FREE

www.grandstayhospitality.com
9106 N Lindbergh Dr.

309-692-9200

Large Indoor Pool & Whirlpool 
Free Enhanced Continental Breakfast

www.shermansnow.com

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Mon-Sat
10-5

688-PEAR

4544 N Prospect Rd.
Peoria Heights

aperfectpearboutique.com
Libby Fritsch-Koszuta, cLass oF ‘94

midwest-endo.com

Peoria
309-690-0011

Galesburg
309-315-2135

Midwest

Endodontic

Specialists, Ltd.
The Pursuit of Endodontic Excellence

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

Mike Hallar, Parishioner • www.awardshirts.com • 1316 E. War Memorial Dr. Peoria, IL 61614
 309-686-0026FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED Since 1977

Academy of Screenprinting & Awards, Inc. Screenprinting • Signs
Embroidery • AwardsA S A
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campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

The Real Estate 
Group Cell: 360-0012

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381 • ksswf.com

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Scherer Lincoln Volvo
2200 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.692.9880

Scherer Mazda
2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.691.0300

Peoria, IL 61615
www.SchererAuto.com

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

wyman-group.com
309.685.8222

114 West
Stratford Dr.

Suite E l Peoria

G GLOBAL
VILLAGE

Fair Trade Shop

1308 E. Seiberling
Peoria Heights

Tues-Sat 11-5
Sundays in Dec 12-4

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

Sat. & Sun. BREAKFAST 9-4pm • Curbside Pickup & DeliverySat. & Sun. BREAKFAST 9-4pm • Curbside Pickup & Delivery
309-839-2820 l 5805 N Humboldt Ave l Limited Dining Service

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Portraits by Adrienne Art Studio
Hand drawn or painted from your photograph

9 x 12 painted • $180
11 x 14 drawn • $150

Fur Baby

Special

5835 N Galena Rd. • #114 • Peoria, IL 309-868-0204

AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT LLC
46 Years Experience Working With The Aged

Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner

Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation
Assistance in Filing Long Term Care 

Insurance Claims

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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