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So they went off in
the boat by

themselves to a
deserted place.
People saw them
leaving and many
came to know about
it. They hastened
there on foot from
all the towns and
arrived at the place
before them.

Mark 6:32-33
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‘j From Our Pastor

In the past weeks, | have spent time reflecting
on receiving Communion. It is important that
we be in a state of grace when receiving the
Lord. We should also be in communion with
the Church by professing all those things that
are at the heart of our Catholic Faith. Among
those beliefs is the fundamental fruth that we
are all created in the image and likeness of
God, and that human life is precious and
sacred.

The Bishops throughout the United States are
taking up the question about the
circumstances in which a public person should
not receive Communion. At what point does
a person hold a public opinion fundamentally
opposed to a core teaching of our faithg In
order to demonstrate the complexity of this
issue, | have highlighted several political
questions related to the right to life. Various
elected officials hold a variety of opinions on
each of these issues:

Should access to abortion be legal¢ Should
access to abortion be free of charge? Should
Federal and State laws be able fo restrict
abortiong Should judges be appointed with a
view to protecting abortion? Should
abortifacient medications be restricted?
Should the Hyde Amendment, the Helms
Amendment, or the Mexico City Policy be
supported? (The Hyde Amendment states that
no faxpayer dollars shall be used to fund
abortion in this country. The Helms Amendment
states that no US foreign aid funds shall be used
to perform abortions, while the Mexico City
Policy restricts foreign aid from promoting
abortion.)

Some furtherissues: Should Planned
Parenthood be federally funded? Should
health care programs provide education to
reduce the number of unintended
pregnancies? Should expectant mothers have
access to health care including adoption
programs? Should public policies be supported
to make abortion “safe, legal, and rare” or “less
necessary”2 Should individual conscience be
respected in reproductive decisions¢ Should
religious and ethical concerns about abortion
be recognized?

Please remember to pray for our Bishops as
they consider this complex question. At what
point does a public person hold an opinion no
longer consistent with living in communion with
the Catholic Church?2 Next week, | will consider
the pastoral response the Bishops can adopt in
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Readings for the Week of July 18, 2021

Sunday Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Ephesians 2:13-18; Mark 6:30-34
Monday Exodus 14:5-18; Matthew 12:38-42
Tuesday St. Appolinaris, Bishop & Martyr
Exodus 14:21—15:1; Matthew 12:46-50
Wednesday St Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest & Doctor of the Church
Exodus 16:1-5, 9-15; Matthew 13:1-9
Thursday St. Mary Magdalene
Song 3:1-4b or 2 Corinthians 5:14-17; John 20:1-2, 11-18
Friday St. Bridget, Religious
Exodus 20:1-17; Matthew 13:18-23
Saturday St. Sharbel Makhluf, Priest
Exodus 24:3-8; Matthew 13:24-30
Sunday Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

2 Kings 4:42-44; Ephesians 4:1-6; John 6:1-15

Mass Intentions

Monday, July 19, 2021
7:00 a.m. Gabrielle & Kyle Haste/Famiy
8:00 a.m. James A. Geraghty, Sr./James Snyder

Tuesday, July 20, 2021

7:00 a.m. Deceased Members of Peoria Police Dept/Jack &
Margaret Weinstein
8:00 a.m. Msgr. William Watson/Tim & Diana O’Hanlon

Wednesday, July 21, 2021
7:00 a.m. Intentions of Marie Brien/Frances Farraher
8:00 a.m. Lois Streid/Family & Friends

Thursday, July 22, 2021
7:00 a.m. Catherine Rees/Terry, Wendy, & Tara Young
8:00 a.m. Mary Ward/Ed & Cathy Mallow

Friday, July 23, 2021
7:00 a.m. Naya & Tony Ferris/Ken & Carmen Hurm
8:00 a.m. Intentions of Mark Karosky/Ed & Cathy Mallow

Saturday, July 24, 2021
8:00 a.m. Joseph Tesar/Sheldon & Mary Ann Schafer
5:00 p.m. Margaret & Bernard Sauer/Family

Sunday, July 25, 2021

. 7:00 a.m. For the People
fhese circumstances. 9:00 a.m.  John Schiicksup, Jr./Family
11:00 a.m. Kevin Harmon/Ed Harmon
— Msgr. Gray 500 p.m.  Elmer & Wilma Ellebrecht/The Janda Family
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Week of July 18

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS EXEMPLIFICATION Today, July 18, 1:00 p.m.,
Church

ROSARY Tuesday, July 20, 10:00 a.m., Church

UPCOMING EVENTS

Adoration August 6
Parish Picnic August 15
St. Thomas Holy Hour August 19
St. Thomas Volunteer Fair August 29

Our Sympathy
Del Bertschy

Mary Crank

Knights of Columbus, Spalding Council #427 ~
Exemplification

4
Sunday, July 18, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. at St. Thomas Church ‘@;

Registration is at 12:30 p.m.

Family members are invited to attend

= July 2021
wy Our Families
L We pray that today's families may

be accompanied with love, respect
and guidance.

Act of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, | believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love you above all things, and | desire to receive You info my soul.
Since | cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at
least spiritually into my heart. | embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be sepa-
rated from You. Amen.

Weekly Collection
July 11, 2021 Fiscal YTD
Collections needed.......ccceeeveeereennenn. $20,000 ... $40,000
Sunday Collections......ccccccveeeveeenveenen. $12,045. e $28,783
Electronic Collections .......cccccevveeuvennee. 53,399 e $3,399
Total Collected.....ovieviieciicieecee. SI5,444 ..o $35,581
Over/(Short) v $(4,556) e $(4,419

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our
mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with
your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection. Elecironic
contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving
tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org. Thank you for your
support.

Diocesan Historical Museum
June—December 2021

My Timg in Peoria

Honoring Bishop Jenky's
20 Years
As Our Shepherd

Spalding Pastoral Center
419 NE Madison Ave., Peoria, IL 61603
Cdopmuseums.org  309-671-1550

Sponsor of the Week

I 2400 S.W. Adams
KELLY GLASS INC.

www.kellyglass.com « (309) 676-3573
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Safety Tips from Peoria Heights Police

The Heights Police were here this past week and gave a great presenta-

fion on personal safety. Here are a few highlights:

e Telephone scammers will ask to verify your information, this is a Red
Flag—the legitimate agency will already have this information so
never give it out:

e Ask for caller's name, phone number, extension number—this
will usually result in a hang-up

e  Government agencies will NEVER call—Social Security, IRS, Medicare,
Unemployment, etc.—they use the US mail fo contact you.

e [f youreceive a letter from IL Unemployment offering to start
your claim—DQO NOT respond; this is a scam. If you need to
file for unemployment you must contact them.

e The Police will never call for tickets, fines, relative in jail, etc.

e Someone coming to your house seeking for work:

e Ask for Business License number, Insurance number, Bond
number, business address and phone number—all legiti-
mate businesses have these and are happy to share.

e [fyou have called someone to do something, such as

give you an estimate—if you are at all uncomfortable,

have someone else in the home while they are there.

e Before hiring, check with the Better Business Bureau—if

) the business is legitimate, there will be some record at the

V. BBB.

e  When choosing someone use word-of-mouth recom-
mendations, BBB information; avoid randomly calling any
unfamiliar business.

e |f you have hired someone to do work and they are slow to finish if,
or show up randomly, or ask for more money, and ultimately fo not
finish:

e You can report this to the police

e |f you work out a deal with the worker, and they still do not
finish, it is no longer criminal, it is a matter for the civil court

e [fyou are at one of the downtown Court Houses after dark, or any of
the 3 Peoria hospitals after dark—ask for an escort to your car—they
are happy to help you.

e Phone calls asking for disaster donations are scams—the Red Cross
does not call.

e Mace will hurt you as badly as the person you want to spray—better
to use a whistle, there is one that works by pulling the plug

e When going fo your car in public places, do it purposefully:

e  Walk straight to your car with keys in your hand ready to use;

e Getin as quickly as you can and close and lock your doors
quickly. You can fuss with your things once you are in—do
not sit with the door open.

e |f you do see someone suspicious, go back into the store and
if needed call police from there.

e |f the someone suspicious is in the store, report to the
manager—it is their job to deal with the person.

e Door-to-door sales are legal, but the person must have a Peddler's
License (Peoria Heights, yes; check with other towns) - you can ask to
see this.

e Pandering is now legal—if uncomfortable, lock doors and keep
windows up, avoid eye contact

e [fin doubt—call: 911 for any emergency—it will route to the correct
agency. For all non-emergencies: Peoria Police 697-7841; Peoria
Heights Police 697-7841; Peoria Co. Sherriff 672-6011; Better Business
Bureau 688-3741

Project Backpack

Please help us get area K - 8th
grade students ready to go
back to school!

Please donate a new
backpack(s) filled with the following items by
Sunday, August 8th:

2 Wide-Ruled Notebooks
2 2-Pocket Poly Folders

1 Pack of Wide-Ruled Loose Leaf Paper
1 12-Pack #2 Lead Pencils

1 Pack Black or Blue Pens

1 Pink Eraser

1 Metric/English ruler

1 10-Pack of Crayola Markers

1 24-Pack Crayola Crayons

1 12-Pack Crayola Colored Pencils

1 4 oz. Bottle ElImer’s School Glue

2 Elmer’s Glue Sticks
1 Pair School Scissors
1 Pencil Pouch

* XK XK XK X X K K X X X X X X

Backpacks may be left in the
collection tubs in the narthex
or dropped off at the St.
Thomas Food Pantry (M and
Th, 8:30 AM — 11:30 AM).
Donations of any of the above
school supplies are also
appreciated. If you would rather provide a
monetary donation, we will do the shopping
for you! Please put your donation in an
envelope marked "“Backpacks” and place it in
the Sunday collection or drop it at the parish
office.

Please contact Diana at diana-
jandal964@gmail.com with any questions.
Thank you for helping area students get off fo a
great start for the 2021-2022 school year!

Volunteer Weekend Coming

As we get more and more back to normal, it
will be fime to reestablish many of our regular
activities.

We will only be able to do this with your help.
Everyone is encouraged to take an active part
by getting involved in
those functions in which
you are most interested.

More to come as we
approach Labor Day...
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Proclamation in honor of 50" birthday of Monsignor Jason Gray

Whereas Monsignor Jason Gray was ordained in the Diocese of Peoria in 1997 and since then has
nearly doubled his time on this earthly sphere, with just a touch of gray on this Gray to show for it ...

Whereas Monsignor Gray has graced the altar at St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church in Peoria
Heights since 2015 ...

Whereas Monsignor Gray has overseen a number of improvements at St. Thomas — from the Com-
munity Center/St. Rose Village Kitchen to the school to the sanctuary — making the church campus
more beautiful and accessible than ever and a true credit and beacon to the neighborhoods that sur-
round it ...

Whereas Monsignor Gray is an expert in church law who knows his way around a canon, which
means it’s wise not to question his aims ...

Whereas Monsignor Gray has assisted in the effort to put Archbishop Fulton Sheen on the pathway
to sainthood, with that true son of central lllinois now back home where he belongs ...

Whereas Monsignor Gray has lived and studied in some of the world’s great cities, from Silvis, Illinois
to Rome, Italy, both locked in a tie for second to the great Village of Peoria Heights ...

We, the Village Board of Peoria Heights, proclaim this day, July 8, 2021, as the golden anniversary
of a well-lived life of service, while celebrating the community’s good fortune in having such exempla-
ry spiritual leadership.

Happy birthday, Monsignor Gray!
4901 N. Prospect Rd., Peoria Heights, IL 61616

P 309-686-2385 F 309-686-2379
Peoria Heights.org
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St. Thomas
Food Pantry
Current needs are: canned fruit, canned soup, jelly, meal helper,
pasta sauce, peanut butter, and personal hygiene items

Thank you for your generosity

Peoria Notre Dame 25th Annual

Golf Classic
5"

ﬁlfﬂvﬂbf‘%ﬁ To celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Peoria
GOLF Notre Dame Golf Classic, the annual outing will
CLASSIC take place this year on Wednesday, September 8

at the Country Club of Peoria.
7 PEORIANOTREDAVE  Gather your foursome for lunch, a round of golf
on a pristine course, drinks and dinner along with
great prizes.

Hole sponsorships and event sponsorships are also available. You can reg-

ister for golf and sponsorships at pndgolfclassic.maxgiving.golf.

Questionse Contact Sarah Huenefeld at s.huenefeld@pndhs.org or
691-8741.

Emmaus Days

Session llI: July 18-21 for HS Freshmen and Sophomores
Session IV: July 21-23 for 7th and 8th graders
sessions lll & IV will be held at Peoria Notre Dame HS.

For more information, and to register, go to comeandfollowme.org/
emmavusdays.

| Parish Registration

| Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail o the

| Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org. Under

| About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the
| form.

City 7IP

Change of address/phone

Peoria Heights High School
Blood Drive

In the Community Room, Peoria Heights Library
Friday, July 23, 11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.

To schedule an appointment call: 1-800-RED-
CROSS or visit redcrossblood.org

Students need to bring a driver’s license, or 2
forms of other ID, at least one must have proof
of age.

Staff Openings

‘ St. Thomas School offers the following

teaching positions for our 2021-2022
school year:

—  Fourth grade teacher

Applicants must hold an lllinois elementary
education (K-9) teaching certificate. If
interested, please submit a letter of interest and
aresume to Mrs. Maureen Bentley at
mavureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Recent college graduates are welcome!

Parish Office Hours
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Staff are also available
by email or voicemail. To leave a message,
call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press:
3 - Msgr. Gray
4 - Fr. Stark
0 - Terri-Administrative Assistant
1340 - Julie-Accounting
1341 - Pat-Tuition
If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office,
you are welcome to put them under the door
of the Office downstairs in the Church, or under
the door of the main Sacristy upstairs. The
Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
every day.

Stay in Touch

1. Join Msgr. Gray for Mass. Link can be
found on the parish website,
stthomaspeoria.org or the Parish App

2. Bookmark the Parish Blog which will feature
regular updates (jgray.org/st_thomas).

3. Download My Parish App to receive push
nofifications  (Visit  myparishapp.com/
download).

4. Receive the Bulletin and announcements in
weekly emails from the
parish. (Email  parishoffice@stthomas-
church.net to sign up).

5. Bookmark the
(stthomaspeoria.org).

parish webpage

St. Thomas the Apostle Church

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Peoria Heights, IL
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PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & R li e
h-,ﬁ%ﬁwmmu
= | 674-5176 - pdcarea.com

Locally owned Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

for 91 years

Tasewell County ["j i
EAST PEORIA ASPHﬁLT CO.
CARL KAUFMAN

WWW, tczwellcountvusphui*r com
SPEClALlZlNG IN ASPHALT PAVING * ASPHALT SEALlNG

g BISHOP
S SR aee
INC.

* General Construction

* Design Build

* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures

DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599
2800 W Alta Rd.

Ve ~
&
S
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS
8726 N. Industrial Road e Peoria, IL 61615
Allison Buckardt - Parishioner
FAX: 309.692.4159 gswcpa.com PHONE: 309.692.4030

busey.com

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
"Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”
Richard P. June, DDS
richardjunedds.com

Parishioner 309-693-7200

Trumpeter

Busey's right beside you.

BuseyBANK

Member FDIC

215 UnityPoint Health

Amber Avila M.D. ~ Family Medicine
Illini Family Medicine location:
201 N Cummings Ln. Washington

Office: 309-444-3627

BENNEé]“S"!;e TREE SERVICE

(309) 688-TREE (8733)
greg@bennetttree.com
“We think of Hhem as onr frees,
bt weley: o't we keep thent in vour yard,”

"' OSF. HEALTHCARE

- Parishioner  (309) 691-4410

Ronald Rabjohns, MD

a:[ < GI 2400 S.W. Adams H&M
V" KELLY GLASS INC.

www.kellyglass.com « (309) 676-3573

HEDIGER & MEYERS

Insuring Your Business, Your Family, Your Future

4208 PARTRIDGE WAY * P.0. BOX 3858 « PEORIA, IL 61612
— Parishioners —
WWW.HEDIGERANDMEYERS.COM

CoLLiNs VoorHees 309.691.5001 WiLLiaM VOORHEES

Compliments of

VONACHEN
GROUP

Since 1968

/

&

d

SHERMAN’S

APPLIANCES ELECTRONICS FURNITURE MATTRESSES
www.shermansnow.com

www.monicalspizza.com

i~ L (il f P
s REST:UR&NT

—24 Hour Service —
(309) 693-2400

Commercial
* Industrial
* Residential

HEATING COOL]NG REFRIGERATION
. RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

(399)833-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

“FREE ESTIMATES ON NEW

EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION”

329 N. WESTERN

MIDWEST
ENDODONTIC
SPECIALISTS, LTD.

[ )
Q"
ps
Peoria * ko4
309-690-0011
Galesburg
309-315-2135

MIDWEST-ENDO.COM
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Real Estate Appraisais, LTD
campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406
Parishioner
REFINANCING ¢ HOME EQUITY LOANS e PURCHASING ¢ CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing

comm
group

Alumnus/Parishioner

309-495-0179

Peoria, IL 61606

1209 W. Main Street

P i T8 BILL McCARTHY
CYVCTEYSE REALTOR® - PARISHIONER
(Bhas|

The Real Estate cal: 360-0012

Group

PEORIA EAR, NOSE & THROAT GROUP

AR, NOSE,
S THROAT

— Parishioner —

JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.

7301 N KNOXVILLE AVE.  309-589-5900

500 School St.

E-Z

® Your Ad could be herel
; Call Don Roe
to find out more

Washington, IL 800-783-1683

309-745-3300

storage(@zosky.com
309-231-0318 Storageu.c. ezstoragelle.com

s VW Attorneys at Law Tammy Vu
“OM SMITH PLUMBING co. { ‘¢%s | KAVANAGH KS s af Lax A
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303 VTR PARISHIONER:

Plumbing - Heating - Sewering - COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL | SCULLY Gary E. ScamipT
Tom Smith e, 429 E. Sciota 676-1381 Zor w7 Sl il
tsptom@mtco. “S Peoria Heights, IL gl ooo LT, o
v;\?vvg.rtnomn;n:i‘zﬁ;mmbing.cam ey e??:(l)aQ) 6e|8g8—5§l14 ksswi.com 683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

——
SCHERER
~

S .1l e

Scherer Lincoln Volvo
2200 W. Pioneer Pkwy
309.692.9880

Scherer Mazda
2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy
309.691.0300

Peoria, IL 61615
www.SchererAuto.com

PRAIRIE HOME ALLIANCE
PeoRis]

“' £ CUSTOM NTH

HealthinsuranceExchange

OF CENTRAL ILLINOIS
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building - 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals

www.HealthinsuranceExchangeCl.com  309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

=9

114 West
Stratford Dr.

Wyman-group.com

309.685.8222

Suite E | Peoria

Real Estate Tax Appeals
Commercial ® Industrial ® Residential

309-256-6700 Mobile * 309-693-2600 Office * 309-693-6200 Fax
Email: bob@mcquellon.com ¢ www.mcquellon.com

JIM ROCHFORD

ATTORNEY AT LAw
JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

PARISHIONER

1025 N Sheridan Road
3 Your New Home for §chool Unlformst

309-671-4543
www.sharrisuniforms.com

“We've Got You Covered Since 1910”

FOCUSED
ON PEOPLE

DELIVERING
ON PROMISES
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Corner

& O’BRIEN

% TOYOTA OF PEORIA

obrientoyotaofpeoria.com

DOeexaus
O'BRIEN LEXUS OF PEORIA

obrienlexusofpeoria.com

.chard A. Kube I, MD, FACSS

Prairie

SPINE & PAIN INSTITUTE

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site 7620 N University St.

Office: 309-691-7774

WWWw.prairiespine.com

Parishioner

KRUMHOLZ BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
Landscape *Excavating *Erosion Control

309-579-2244

www.krumholzbros.com
Dave & RicHARD KRUMHOLZ

KEMP MFG. CO.

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

PEARL COMPANIES

INSURANCE | TECHNOLOGY

309.688.9000
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