
St. Thomas the Apostle 
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Office Hours:  M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

 
904 East Lake Avenue,  
Peoria Heights, IL 61616 

stthomaspeoria.org;  309-688-3446 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 

 
Pastor:  Msgr. Jason A. Gray….…..(x3) 

            msgrgray@stthomas-church.net 
Fr. John Twinomujuni..….In Residence 

 
Sacristan:  Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB       

       (688-3500);  fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com  
 

Deacon:    Dcn. Mark Kelsch……...692-4908 
                   Dcn. John Nelson……...981-2716 
      Dcn. Ed Mallow…….….360-7735 

 
School Principal:  Maureen Bentley..(x1210) 

  maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net 
 

Administrative Assistant: Terri Moon……(x0) 
             terrimoon@stthomas-church.net 

Bulletin Editor:  Peggy Sullivan……...(x1301) 
      peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net 

Accountant:  Julie Streid…………....(x1340) 
             juliestreid@stthomas-church.net 

 
Tuition Coordinator: Pat Wombacher(x1341)              

  patwombacher@stthomas-school.net 
 

CCD Coordinator:  Angie Robenstein……... 
   309-645-1364;  ccd@stthomas-church.net   

 
Music Coordinator:  Ann Horst….. 682-5507 

 
           Choir Director:  Erin Craig…………….. 

               erincraig@stthomas-school.net 
 

Annulment Consultant:   
               John Mackoway………….699-5213 

   
Parish Nurse:  Mary Clare Geraghty.(x1350)       
   parishnurse@stthomas-church.net 

 

 
Stay in Touch 

 
1. Join Msgr. Gray for Mass.  Link can be 

found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App 

2. Download My Parish App to receive 
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download). 

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.  
(Email parishoffice@ 

        stthomas-church.net to sign up). 
4. Bookmark the parish webpage     
       (stthomaspeoria.org). 
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From Our Pastor 
 
Some parishioners expressed interest in 
continuing to offer “homework” to further our 

study of the Scriptures.  For each weekend, 
please read the assigned readings for the 
weekend.  If you would like to explore more of 
the Bible, I will offer additional reading that you 
can consider.  See the bulletin for this 
information. 
  
Fr. John Twinomujuni has been in residence at 
St. Thomas for several weeks as he went 
through his training and began his work in 
Pastoral Care at OSF St. Francis Medical 
Center.  In conversations with the Diocese and 
OSF, Fr. John will continue to live in residence at 
St. Thomas.  I am happy to share the rectory 
with Fr. John.  His full-time assignment will 
continue to be in Pastoral Care at OSF.  While 
you may see him from time to time, he will not 
have any responsibilities here at the parish. 
  
We have been raising money to replace our 
older windows at St. Thomas School.  I am very 
happy to announce that we have raised 
$320,000 which is a sign of your heroic 
generosity.  We estimate that the cost of the 
windows will probably be a little over 
$400,000.  We will continue to invite donations 
for this project throughout the spring.  We 
estimate that more efficient windows could 
produce annual savings of $10,000 in heating 
and cooling. 
  
In the meantime, I ask everyone in the parish to 
pray for the success of St. Thomas School.  As 
we celebrated Catholic School’s Week, we 

continue to encourage new families to choose 
Catholic Education at St. Thomas.  Please join 
me in prayer for blessings on our school, for 
successful enrollment and for success in making 
the physical improvements that will serve the 
school for many years into the future. 
  
-Msgr. Gray 

Readings for the Week of February 6, 2022 

Sunday Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Isaiah 6: 1-2a, 3-8; 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11;  
 Luke 5: 1-11 
 

Monday 1 Kings 8: 1-7, 9-13; Mark 6: 53-56 
  
Tuesday St. Josephine Bakhita, Virgin 

 1 Kings 8: 22-23, 27-30; Mark 7: 1-13  
  

Wednesday 1 Kings 10: 1-10; Mark 7: 14-23 
  

Thursday St. Scholastica, Virgin 

 1 Kings 11: 4-13; Mark 7: 24-30 

   
Friday Our Lady of Lourdes 

 1 Kings 11: 29-32; 12: 19; Mark 7: 31-37 
 
Saturday 1 Kings 12: 26-32; 13: 33-34; Mark 8: 1-10 
   
Sunday Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Jeremiah 17: 5-8; 1 Corinthians 15: 12, 16-20;  
 Luke 6: 17, 20-26 

Mass Intentions 

Monday, February 7, 2022     
 7:00 a.m. Shirley Faux/Carmelite Community 
 
Tuesday, February 8, 2022 

 7:00 a.m. Joseph P. Kelly/John & Amy Kelly  
  
Wednesday, February 9, 2022 
 7:00 a.m. Fr. Paul Stark, S.J./Mike & Mary Lou Bartley 
 
Thursday, February 10, 2022 

 7:00 a.m. Intentions of Sandra Tucubal/Ed & Cathy Mallow 
 9:15 a.m. Sonny King/Steve Cramer & Karen Woolley  
         
Friday, February 11, 2022 

 7:00 a.m. Dec. Mem Farraher/Shane Families/Frances Farraher  
        
Saturday, February 12, 2022 
 8:00 a.m. Charlie & Lid Zeman/Jack & Margaret Weinstein 
 5:00 p.m. David Riekert/Jim & Nancy Becker  
  
Sunday, February 13, 2022 

 8:00 a.m. Del Bertschy/Paul & Ann Horst 
    10:00 a.m. Benefactors of Franciscan Sisters of St. John the Baptist 
  5:00 p.m. For the People 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 
 

Stephen Ferri  

Weekly Collection 
                                                      January 30, 2022 Fiscal YTD 
Collections needed ............................. $20,000 ...................................... $620,000 
Sunday Collections .............................. $10,698 ...................................... $445,303 
Electronic Collections ........................... $3,188 ........................................ $99,250 
Total Collected ..................................... $13,886 ...................................... $544,553 

Over/(Short) ......................................... $(6,114) ..................................... $(75,447) 
 
 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our                     

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.  Thank you for your      sup-

port.  

Week of February 6 

COFFEE AND DONUTS after Sunday morning Masses, Parish Hall  
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL AND FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS this weekend 
 

ROSARY Tuesday, February 8, 10:00 a.m., Church 
 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL Tuesday, February 8, 7:00 p.m., Parish Hall 
 
CCD Wednesday, February 9, 6:00 p.m., School 
 
RCIA Wednesday, February 9, 7:00 p.m., Parish Hall  
 
THAT MAN IS YOU Friday, February 11, doors open 6:00 a.m.,  
program 6:30 a.m., Parish Hall  
 
CARMELITES Saturday, February 12, 11:00 a.m., Parish Hall  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

         
         St. Thomas Holy Hour                 February 24 

              Adoration     March 4 

                   Fish Fry     March 25 

Sponsor of the Week 

Pray with the Pope 

February 2022 

For religious sisters and consecrated 

women 

 
We pray for religious sisters and consecrated 
women; thanking them for their mission and 

their courage; may they continue to find new 
responses to the challenges of our times. 

RCIA Topics   
Feb 9: Prayer, Universal Call to Holiness 
Feb 16: Our Father, Hail Mary, other prayers,  
 prepare for Lent 
Feb 23: Moral Law, grace 
 
Mar 2:  Ash Wednesday, NO Class 
Mar 9:  Ten & Great Commandments, #1-3; 
 Divine/Natural Law 
Mar 16:  Commandments 4, 5, 7, 8 
Mar 23:  Commandments 6, 9, 10 
Mar 30:  History of the Church 
 
Apr 6:  Examination of Conscience, Preparation   
 for Confession, Review 
Apr 13:  Penance Service, Practice 

Apr 16:  Easter Vigil (Saturday) 
Apr 20:  Mystagogia 

Bishop Jenky’s Birthday & Retirement 
On March 3, Bishop Jenky will celebrate his 75th birthday, which is the age 
when bishops are required by canon law to submit their resignation to the 
Holy Father.  Well wishes on the occasion of his birthday and his retirement 
may be sent to him at the following address:  
 

  Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, C.S.C.  
  Spalding Pastoral Center  
  419 NE Madison Avenue  
  Peoria, IL 61603 

  
             Sincerely in the Lord, 
 
 
              Monsignor Philip D. Halfacre  
             Vicar General  

Books Available 
There are copies of The Wisdom of 

Fulton Sheen:  365 Days of 

Inspiration available in the narthex.    
Please take a copy.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

certified public accountants & consultants
8726 N. Industrial Road • Peoria, IL 61615

Allison Buckardt - Parishioner
fax: 309.692.4159   gswcpa.com   phone: 309.692.4030



St. Thomas the Apostle Church Page 4 Peoria Heights, IL 

Join us for Coffee 
and Donuts after 

morning Mass this 
weekend 

Prayers to the Infant 

of Prague 
 
Please join in praying to Christ 
Child as the Infant of Prague for 
blessings upon St. Thomas 
School, for success during 
Catholic Schools' Week, for our 
school enrollment, and for 
success in replacing our 
windows for energy efficiency. 
 
O Jesus, Who has said, "Ask and 
you shall receive, seek and you shall find, knock 
and it shall be opened," through the intercession of 
Mary, Your Most Holy Mother, I knock, I seek, I ask 
that my prayer be granted.  Grant that St. Thomas 
School may grow for your glory and honor. 
 
O Jesus, Who has said, "All that you ask of the 
Father in My Name, He will grant you," through the 
intercession of Mary Your Most Holy Mother, I 
humbly and urgently ask your Father in your name 
that my prayer will be granted.  Grant that St. 
Thomas School may grow for your glory and honor. 
 
O Jesus, Who has said, "Heaven and earth shall 
pass away but My word shall not pass away," 
through the intercession of Mary Your Most Holy 
Mother, I feel confident that my prayer will be 
granted.  Grant that St. Thomas School may grow 
for your glory and honor. 
 
Divine Infant Jesus, I want to give You my hands 
today. I want to serve You with all my heart and 
make You known and loved. Doing Your will is the 
source of my inner peace and joy. 
 
Divine Infant, I give You my hands to touch those I 
meet with Your love and peace. I ask You to heal 
those in pain, to encourage the hopeless, to 
console the sorrowing, and to provide for those in 
want. I ask You to reach out to the lonely. I 
especially plead for the many people suffering 
from great poverty and injustice. 
 
Miraculous Infant, I believe that You love me and 
know all of my needs. I place them in Your hands. I 
trust in Your love and care. I want to honor and 
praise You, now and forever.         Amen. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas - Food Pantry 

 
Current needs are:   boxed skillet meals, 
pasta sauce, peanut butter, boxed side 
dishes, and personal hygiene products 

 

Thank you for your generosity 

When you go to the poor, you encounter Jesus 
PRAYING TO HAVE HEARTS THAT BRING GOD’S LOVE TO  

THOSE LESS FORTUNATE 
 
The members of SVDP at St. Thomas wish to thank you for your 
prayers and monetary support without which we could not assist 

the less fortunate calling for help.  Beginning the new year, the rate of 
calls we received has significantly increased.  As of Jan. 12, we have 
received 19 requests to help 40 family members - 12 for rent, 3 for water, 1 
for power, 2 for transportation, and 1 for tuition.  There are many reasons  
the callers are in desperate need of help.  We listen to their stories, do 
some investigating, and offer other resources, in addition to ours, that 
may be helpful.  Then we pray that we make the right decision. It is an 
honor to serve those less fortunate.  
 
If you are interested in joining our group, please call the church office at 
309-688-3446. A member of SVDP will be alerted to contact you to answer 
any questions. 

Scripture Homework 
 
For those who would like to dive more into 
scripture, read the readings for the Sunday and 
then consider the following homework for 
further study. 
  
5th Sunday in ordinary time:  February 6, 2022 
  
 Read Revelation 4 and compare the 

description of the angels and their hymn 
with the today's reading from Isaiah 6. 

 Read Revelation 8 and compare the 
burning coals to today's reading from Isaiah 

6.  The coals are used in worship as the 
incense rises like the prayers of the holy 
ones, but it is also used to purify (like the lips 
of Isaiah) as the fiery coals are cast down 
to the earth. 

 Read Psalm 51 and consider how Isaiah 
needed to be purified of his wickedness, as 
the psalmist prays to be purified of his sin. 

 Read John 21 and compare with today's 
Gospel from Luke 5.  The same miracle of 
the catch of fish has a different effect on 
Peter when he experiences it after the 
resurrection.  Consider his first reaction in 
Luke (Leave me, Lord) from his second 
reaction in John (Lord, you know that I love 

you.) 
 
  
6th Sunday in ordinary time:  February 13, 2022 
  
 Read Matthew 5:1-12 and compare the 

Beatitudes in Matthew with those in  today's 
Gospel of Luke 6. 

 Read Matthew 25:31-46 and compare the 
Beatitudes in today's Gospel of Luke 6 with 
the parable of the sheep and goats.  See 
how the bad and the good, the blessings 
and the curses are set in parallel literary 
structures as opposites of one another. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form. 
 
 
Last Name _________________________________________________ 
 
First Name(s) _______________________________________________ 
 
Email ______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone______________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________________       ZIP________________ 
 
Phone ______________________________________________________ 
 
New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______ 

Monthly Holy Hours for 

Vocations with Fr. Chase. 
Did you know that Fr. Chase Hilgenbrinck hosts 
a monthly holy hour and leads meditation in 
various Peoria area parishes?   Join the 
movement of monthly devotion to our 
Eucharistic Lord for the increase in faithful 
vocations to priesthood and consecrated life!  
 

All holy hours are from 6:30pm-7:30pm. 
 

•             February 15th:  St. Mark’s, Peoria 
•             March 8th:  St. Jude’s, Peoria 
•             April 5th:  St. Edward’s, Chillicothe 
•             May 10th:  St. Vincent’s, Peoria 

Holy Hour for the Rights of the 

Unborn 
Saint Mark's Church, 1113 W. Bradley Avenue   
7:00 P.M., Monday,  February 7, 2022 .  
 

Face masks and social distancing requested.   
 

Holy Hour consists of Benediction, the Rosary, 
and other prayers.  

PND Annual Blue &  

Green Gala  
March 19, 2022 

 
A county fair is an event that draws people 
together to celebrate local people, food, 
businesses and entertainment.  We hope you 
will come together with us to support Peoria 
Notre Dame during our 39th annual Blue and 

Green Gala: Heart of PND County Fair!  Your 
support by contributing live or silent auction 
items or monetary donations is greatly 
appreciated for the success of the event.  If 
you would like to donate an item, please call 
event coordinator Sarah Huenefeld at 309-691-

8741 or email s.huenefeld@pndhs.org.   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How to Submit Bulletin Information
Send information for the bulletin to 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
with subject Bulletin. 

Submissions are due by Friday 
noon, one full week prior. 

Send images or logos separately 
as attachments.  

Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.  Please, DO 
NOT  send PDFs.

Parish Office Hours 
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail.  To leave 
a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press:

3  - Msgr. Gray
0  - Terri– Administrative Assist.

1340  - Julie-Accounting
1341  - Pat-Tuition

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are 
welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office 
downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main 
Sacristy upstairs.  The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. every day.

Sacrament of Baptism
Parents participate in a 
Baptism class before 
the Baptism of their first 
child. Contact the   
Parish Office to sched-
ule the class.

Confessions
Saturday  4:00-4:45pm 
& 
6:00 p.m.-until last con-
fession heard.

Locally owned
for 91 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com * General Construction

* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN

SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING • ASPHALT SEALING

certified public accountants & consultants
8726 N. Industrial Road • Peoria, IL 61615

Allison Buckardt - Parishioner
fax: 309.692.4159   gswcpa.com   phone: 309.692.4030

Illini Family Medicine location:
201 N Cummings Ln. Washington Office: 309-444-3627

(309) 688-TREE (8733)
greg@bennetttree.com

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams
4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612

— Parishioners —
www.hedigerandmeyers.com

Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

Compliments of

Since 1968

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

midwest-endo.com

Peoria
309-690-0011

Galesburg
309-315-2135

Midwest

Endodontic

Specialists, Ltd.
The Pursuit of Endodontic Excellence

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

Get your business headed
in the right direction.

Contact Don Roe
616.340.8580 or droe@diocesan.com

A D V E R T I S E  H E R E

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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1208

campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

The Real Estate 
Group Cell: 360-0012

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

wyman-group.com
309.685.8222

114 West
Stratford Dr.

Suite E l Peoria

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606
Become a weekly business

presence within your 
parish community

Call Don Roe l 616.340.8580
droe@diocesan.com

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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