St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. h
Thomas
904 East Lake Avenue, THE a&g&:ﬂ;g
Peoria Heights, IL 61616
stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Msgr. Jason A. Gray......... (x3) .ﬂyrifg, 2022

msgrgray@stthomas-church.net fiﬁﬁ Sumy o_fLent

Fr. John Twinomujuni......In Residence

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. Mark Kelsch......... 692-4908
Dcn. John Nelson......... 981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow........... 360-7735

School Principal: Maureen Benftley..(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Terri Moon...... (x0)
terrimoon@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan......... (x130T1)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Accountant: Julie Streid................ (x1340)
juliestreid@stthomas-church.net

Tuition Coordinator: Pat Wombacher(x1341)
patwombacher@stthomas-school.net

CCD Coordinator: Angie Robenstein.........
309-645-1364; ccd@stthomas-church.net

Music Coordinator: Ann Horst..... 682-5507

Choir Director: Erin Craig.................
erincraig@stthomas-school.net

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway............. 699-5213

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty.(x1350)
parishnurse@stthomas-church.net

Stay in Touch

1. Join Msgr. Gray for Mass. Link can be
found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).




From Our Pastor

Thanks to the Men’s Club and all the volunteers
who helped with our successful Fish Fry last
week. We also look forward to the Pancake
Breakfast next weekend. These events are
much needed celebrations to reconnect with
each other in the parish and school.

With the Fifth Sunday of Lent, we begin a turn
toward Holy Week as we enter a more somber
time of this season. The covering of statues is a
traditional way to focus our spiritual attention
on the Lord and the sacrifice that Jesus will
make for us on the cross. Sometimes we can
lose focus during Lent. If you need to recommit
yourself to making this penitential season a time
of growth, we still have these last two weeks to
grow in our acts of self-denial, prayer, and
sacrifice. Be aware of the fimes for confession
that remain before Easter.

Next week is Palm Sunday in which we will read
the Passion according to Luke. Let us spiritually
walk with Jesus from his entrance into
Jerusalem to his death on the cross, taking in
the full effect of all that he has done for us.

After that, we will have special celebrations of
the Last Supper on Holy Thursday at 7:30 pm,
the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday atf 3:00 pm,
and the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday at 8:15
pm. Please remember to pray for the members
of our RCIA class who are preparing to enter
the Church at the Easter Vigil. Your prayerful
support is very much appreciated as they
reach the end of their journey fo baptism and
professing their faith.

-Msgr. Gray

Sponsor of the Week

e By

Readings for the Week of April 3, 2022

Sunday Fifth Sunday of Lent
Isaiah 43: 16-21; Philippians 3: 8-14; John 8: 1-11
Monday St. Isidore, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
Daniel 13: 1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or Daniel 13: 41c-62;
John 8: 12-20
Tuesday St. Vincent Ferrer, Priest
Numbers 21: 4-9; John 8: 21-30
Wednesday Daniel 3: 14-20, 91-92, 95; John 8: 31-42
Thursday St. John Baptist de la Salle, Priest
Genesis 17: 3-9; John 8: 51-59
Friday Jeremiah 20: 10-13; John 10: 31-42
Saturday Ezekiel 37: 21-28; John 11: 45-56
Sunday Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

Luke 19: 28-40; Isaiah 50: 4-7; Philippians 2: 6-11;
Luke 22: 14—23: 56

Mass Intentions

Monday, April 4, 2022
7:00 a.m. Melvin & Lucille Noe/Mary Ann Noe

Tuesday, April 5, 2022
7:00 a.m. John Waugh/The Barkley Family

Wednesday, April 6, 2022
7:00 a.m. Mark Brewer/Family

Thursday, April 7, 2022
7:00 a.m. Joan Adler/Everett & Judy Howard
92:15a.m. Ralph Barrett/Tom & Bonnie Stroot

Friday, April 8, 2022
7:00 a.m. Pat McGann/Eileen Gasper

Saturday, April 9, 2022
8:00 a.m. People of Ukraine/Jack & Margaret Weinstein
5:00 p.m. Lawrence Cooling/The Steve Brereton Family

Sunday, April 10, 2022

8:00 a.m. Fr. Paul Stark, S.J./Bob & Barb Gusman
k BENN 10:00 a.m.  Sr. Bernadette Kouri, FSJB
e % TREE SERVICE 5:00 p.m.  For the People
(309) 688-TREE (8733)
greg@bennetttree.com
“We think of them as our trees.
but why don’t we keep them in your yard.”
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Week of April 3

ST VINCENT DE PAUL and FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS this weekend
ROSARY Tuesday, April 5, 10:00 a.m., Daily Mass Chapel

CCD Wednesday, April 6, 6:00 p.m., School

RCIA Wednesday, April 6, 7:00 p.m., Parish Hall

THAT MAN IS YOU Friday, April 8, doors open 6:00 a.m.,
program 6:30 a.m., Parish Hall

STATIONS OF THE CROSS Friday, April 8, 7:00 p.m., after Benediction

CARMELITES Saturday, April 2, 11:00 a.m., Parish Hall

UPCOMING EVENTS

Pancake Breakfast April 10
St. Thomas Holy Hour April 21
Memorial Mass April 27

Our Sympathy

Larry Bussman

Baptized & Received into
the Church

Emma Gwynnolyn Wurzer, Evelyn Catherine
Wurzer, & Elizabeth Ashley Wurzer, daughters of
Christopher & Ashley Wurzer

Lenten Confessions
Fridays 6:00-7:00 p.m.

Saturdays 4:00 — 4:45 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. until the last confession
Sundays 9:00 - 9:45 a.m. & 4:15 - 4:45 p.m.

Stations of the Cross
Fridays 7:00 P.M.

~ Reminder From Our Bishop ~

...Now, having reached a point where many of the safety protocols are
able to be lifted, the time has come to rescind the dispensation from
obligation to attend Sunday Mass. This will occur on Palm Sunday, April
10, 2022...

Weekly Collection
March 27, 2022 Fiscal YID
Collections needed.......ccoceevvveevveennenn. $20,000....ciiiieiieeeeeeeeieeene $780,000
Sunday Collections.......ccccceeveeveeneenen. $T16,157 o $563,060
Electronic Collections .......cccccceveeveennee. P3T88 e $124,754
Total Collected.....ovieviieciicieecee. $19.345 e $687,814
OVer/(SNOort) e $(655) s $(92.186)

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our
mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with
your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection. Electronic
contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving
tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org. Thank you for your
support.

\\de Week Holy Week
)
Eﬂjmﬁ Schedule
=\
=\
= Z Holy Thursday, April 14,
| Mass of the Lord's Supper,
7:30 p.m.

Good Friday, April 15,
Liturgy of the Passion, 3:00 p.m.

Confessions April 15, 6:00 p.m.
Stations of the Cross, April 15, 7:00 p.m.

Holy Saturday, April 16
Easter Vigil Mass, 8:15 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 17
Masses, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

No morning Masses April 14-16
No 5:00 p.m. Mass
Holy Saturday & Easter Sunday

RCIA Topics

Apr 6: Examination of Conscience, Preparation
for Confession, Review

Apr 13: Practice followed by Confession &
penance

Apr 16: Easter Vigil (Saturday)

Apr 20: Mystagogia

Ve Pray with the Pope
e April 2022
4 For health care workers
We pray for health care workers who
serve the sick and the elderly, especially in the
poorest countries; may they be adequately
supported by governments and local
communities.

Fifth Sunday of Lent Page 3
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St. Thomas Parish
Annual Pancake & Sausage Breakfast
Sunday, April 10", 2022

Serving 7:00 a.m.—12:00 noon

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT ALL THE
Pa r) Ca <e CHILDREN OF ST. THOMAS

Members of the Men's Club hord at work
preparing for the Fish Fry

SCHOOL

Tickets can be purchased at the
cafeteria doors after all morning
masses.

PRICES ARE:
Family - $20.00
Adult - $5.00

Kids - $3.00

The St. Thomas PTO appreciates your support. We
look forward to seeing you and your family at our
annual breakfast on April 10", 2022.

To volunteer to help: St. Thomas PTO & Men's Club:
St. Thomas Pancake Breakfast (signupgenius.com)

WOMEN'S RETREAT

with Bowie Eegsfrom

e

Lines were long, but efficiency in serving kept folks moving

Overflow seohng filled the gym!

e NTAATJLYEY r“,-riu

e

===~ OPEN TO ALL WOMEN

= APRIL 9, 2022
. . ; 7:30-NOON
A free will offering may be made ST. ANN CHURCH
the day of the retreat. To sign up PEORIA, IL
or questions ~ email: BREAKFAST INCLUDED
More photos on page 6 parishoffice@saintannpeoria.com.
St. Thomas the Apostle Church Page 4 Peoria Heights, IL
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When you go to the poor, you

P encounter Jesus
[@ Several years ago | was asked by a

customer if our company would donate

product to a church here in Peoria. |
obliged and the church Pastor came to our
facility on a beautiful fall Saturday afternoon.
Everyone had left for the day except the two of
us. When we were finished loading the Pastor’s
van he asked if our business had ever been
blessed. | said “No" and he proceeded to bless
the buildings with holy water while | walked with
him holding a crucifix. We ended the
ceremony in our offices and after thanking him
we shook hands in the parking lot. He was a
wonderful priest, whom | had never met before,
and asked me a simple question *Who owns alll
thisg2” | thought for a moment and gave the
typical stock answer “Well, the Bank, my folks,
and our families.” He looked stunned and said
“Come on, that's not truly what you think, is ite”
| was baffled and didn’t have a second answer
fo his question. “God owns everything and |
mean everything! Your family is just being
allowed the use of it. You're His caretaker and
always act accordingly with the precious gift
He has bestowed.” As he drove off | stared at
his van untfil it was out of sight. Completely
speechless. Anyone who knows me, knows |
am rarely speechless!

That day, God gave me more than | could ever
give back to Him. Isn’t that how it always is¢
Since becoming a Vincentian midway through
2021 He continues to bless me in ways | cannot
fully comprehend. The people we encounter,
who have contacted the call center asking for
our help, are the poor Christ talks about alll
through the Bible. They are the same from
centuries ago with a different face. The need is
always there and goes on day after day. Our
SVdP Society is immensely grateful for all you
have done and will do here at St. Thomas
Church in the form of your monetary
contributions. We also need YOU and your
compassion for those in need. If you're looking
for a way to become more involved here at St.
Thomas please consider our group.

If you no longer have any income, you will not
be neglected - you will not starve to death....
We panic at first, but God does not always
allow the evil that is feared to happen.

~ St. Vincent de Paul

Sincerely,
Brian Barkley

Tuition Assistance for the
2022/2023 School Year

Families who are interested in being considered for financial assistance for
the 2022/2023 school year must complete the online FACTS Grant & Aid
Application at online.factsmgt.com/aid. The application and required
supporting fax documents (your 2021 tax return and W-2's) must be
received online by FACTS by the application deadline date of April 29,
2022. There is a $35.00 fee required in order to complete the FACTS
application.

Completion of the FACTS application by the April 29, 2022 deadline
makes you eligible to receive financial aid from the John Lancaster
Spalding Scholarship Fund through the Diocese of Peoria and the St.
Thomas Parish Sponsor a Student Fund.

If you have any questions about the financial aid process or would like
assistance in completing your application please contact Pat in the parish
office at 688-3446.

sews CATHOLIC

All Men of the Parish are Encouraged to Attend the Men’s March
MEN OF FAITH

\Qf_,
ﬁ ;
Fighting for Faith & Family " Y

ANNUAL MEN'S MARCH & MASS

CATHOMC MEN
OF FAITH

i
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SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2022

8:30am- Confessions at the Peoria Riverfront

9:00am- Gathering & Opening Prayer

9:15am- Men's Rally Begins

9:45am- March to Cathedral

10:30am- Mass with Bishop Lou Tylka at the Cathedral of St. Mary

11:45am- Fellowship & Food Following the Mass at Spalding Pastoral Ctr.
*Food & Beverages will be available for purchase

Catholic Diocese of Peoria ~ 309-671-1550 ~-www.cdop.org

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Page 5 April 3, 2022

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Holy Hour for the Rights of the

Unborn
St. Mark's Church,
1113 W. Bradley Avenue, Peoria
April 4, 2022, 7:00 p.m.

Holy Hour consists of Benediction, the Rosary,
and other prayers. Please join us in prayer for
the protection of these innocent lives.

St. Thomas - Food Pantry

Current needs are: boxed skillet meals,
pasta sauce, peanut butter, boxed side

dishes, and personal hygiene products.
Thank you for your generosity
Now at PND Ga
Peoria Notre Dame is now enrolling!
With the solid foundation rooted in Catholicism
provided by PND, students are more likely to
continue practicing their faith info adulthood.
With 90% of tuition assistance applicants
receiving financial aid, Peoria Nofre Dame is

committed to helping any student afford a
Catholic high school education.

Enroliment Going on

Contact Admissions Director Matt Blackford at
309-691-8741 or m.blackford@pndhs.org for
more information about academics,
extracurriculars, faith formation, and

financial assistance at PND.

Lebanese
Food Festival

Sunday, April 3, 2022,
St. Sharbel Church
will hold its 44th
Annual Lebanese
Food Festival
St. Sharbel Parish Hall,
9:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Itis Carry Out on-
ly. Tickets are $12
each.

Monthly Holy
Hours for
Vocations with
Fr. Chase.

All holy hours are
from 6:30pm-7:30pm.

o April 5th: St.
Edward's, Chillicothe
. May 10th: St.

Vincent's, Peoria

| Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail o the
| Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org. Under
| About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the

| form.

City 7IP

Change of address/phone

| Parish Registration

Fish Fry Success!

Thank You to everyone who worked so hard o
make the Fish Fry a success, and to all who
came and enjoyed a wonderful meal and

good fellowship.

All the
condiments

Happy faces all around

St. Thomas the Apostle Church

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Peoria Heights, IL



How to Submit Bulletin Information Sa
Send information for the bulletin to
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

with subject Bulletin.

Submissions are due by Friday

Parents participate in a
Baptism class before
the Baptism of their first
child. Contact the
Parish Office to sched-

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

crament of Baptism Parish Office Hours

The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail. To leave
a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press:

4 3 - Msgr. Gray
3 full k . ule the class. ? . . .
noon. one fulweek prior 0 - Terri- Administrative Assist.
Send images or logos separately 1340 - Julie-Accounting
as attachments. Confessions 1341 - Pat-Tuition

Submissions may be edited for
content and length. Please, DO
NOT send PDFs.

Saturday 4:00-4:45pm
&

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are
welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office
downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main
Sacristy upstairs. The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. every day.

6:00 p.m.-until last
confession heard.

PDC Services, Inc.

Peoria’s Trash & Recyclin
Service Provider yeung t}

674-5176 - pdcarea.com
Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

-

-
Locally owned

3

g BISHOP
BROS.

=SSz

* General Construction
* Design Build

WWW, tczwellcouniyusphnl? com
SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING * ASPHALT SEALING,

for 91 years 8ommermal & Residential
onstruction Management
- TS ADVERTISE HERE + Pra Emoered S
. 7:1',';‘«16(( @ml’q re eEngineere ructures
A ASPH ALT Co _ r Get your business headed DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS
EASTPEORIA in the right direction. is Bi ishi
658.8404 \ CARL KAUFMAI:I} g Dennis Bishop, Parishioner

243-5599
2800 W Alta Rd.

Contact Don Roe
616.340.8580 or droe@diocesan.com

[N

&
4
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS
8726 N. Industrial Road  Peoria, IL 61615
Allison Buckardt - Parishioner
FAX: 309.692.4159 gswcpa.com PHONE: 309.692.4030

3
BuseyBANK 21§ UnityPoint Health -‘ﬂ

nt| Py

S T e e Amber Avila M.D. ~ Family Medicine
Building Business. Growing Wealth. Since 1868. . Mini Fumlly Medicine location:
busey.com UERITSAEPIIER| 201 N Cummings Ln. Washington Office: 309-444-3627
BENNE&% TREE SERVICE

(309) 688-TREE (8733)
greg@bennetttree.com

“We think of e as o irees,
bt welyy don't wee keep them in your yard,”

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE

"Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

Richard P. June, DDS

richardjunedds.com

Parishioner 309-693-7200

Trumpeter

peut ol

(» OSF HEALTHCARE

Ronad Rabjohns, MD - parishioner (309) 691-4410

&K G

KELLY GLASS INC.

www.kellyglass.com « (309) 676-3573

I 2400 S.W. Adams

HEDIGER & MEYERS

HW Insuring Your Business, Your Family, Your Future

4208 PARTRIDGE WAY ¢ P.0. BOX 3858 « PEORIA, IL 61612
— Parishioners —
WWW.HEDIGERANDMEYERS.COM

CoLLiNs VoorHees 309.691.5001 WiLLiaM VOORHEES

Compliments of £
“" VONACHEN| |

GROUP

Since 1968

—24 Hour Service —
(309) 693-2400

Commercial
* Industrial
* Residential

www. Iaserelecfncmc com

HEATING COOLING- REFRIGERAT[ON

(309)838-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

“FREE ESTIMATES ON NEW

EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION”

329 N. WESTERN

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

www.monicalspizza.com

MIDWEST
ENDODONTIC
SPECIALISTS, LTD.
THE PURSUIT OF ENDODONTIC EXCELLENCE

Peoria
309-690-0011
Galesburg
309-315-2135

MIDWEST-ENDO.COM

aipl
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Real Estate Appraisals, LTD
campbellappraisals.com

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street
Peoria, IL 61606

Lise: 309h645 -0406 comm
Parishioner s 3
REFINANCING « HOME EQUITY LOANS « PURCHASING « CONSULTING | ‘GTOUP Alumnus/Panshloner
Pt il BILL McCARTHY Yy '
BANKER O REALTOR® - PARISHIONER v va“
The Real Estate .@;’F!' : j RlStO ra nte
GI’OUp Cell: 360-001 2 ‘—g Find your nearest Avantis location at avantispeoria.com
7 W PEORIA EAR, NOSE & THROAT GROUP |  Become a weekly business
\ _ presence within your
7301 N KNOXVILLE AVE. ¢ 309-589-5900 parish community
EAR, NOSE, — Parishioner — Y
STHROAT JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D. > Ca"d"rggg;g‘cgggg‘ggﬁ58°

n « Direct Care
nce Claims

309-231-0318

500 School St.
Washington, IL

309-745-3300

storage(@zosky.com
ezstoragelle.com

E-Z

Storage...

“OM SMITH PLUMBING CO. ;
Plumbing « Heating « Sewering « COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Tom SmITH e, 429 E. Sciota
tsptom@mtco.com _ Peoria Heights, IL
www.tomsmithplumbing.com % (309) 688-5114

Attorneys at Law
PARISHIONER:
Gary E. ScamipT
676-1381

ksswi.com

KAVANAGH KS
SCULLY

" Tammy Vu
w‘ Parishioner
For ful, strong ... natural nails

683-6 Junction City’s New Building

SCHERERMAZDA

Stop in Scherer Mazda to see
Keri Thierer, mother of
Aberdeen in St. Thomas
graduating class of 2026.

2300 W Pioneer Pkwy
309.691.0300
SchererAuto.com

~
SCHERER
N

Scherer Lincoln Volvo
2200 W Pioneer Pkwy
309.691.9880

LINCOLN

SchererAuto.com
DISCOVER SCHERER, YOU'LL LOVE IT HERE.

Wyman-group.com
309.685.8222

114 West
Stratford Dr.
Suite E | Peoria

PRAIRIE HOME ALLIA CE

m@

wa CI.ISI‘IIIII.I8HJ|TH

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals
Commercial ® Industrial ® Residential

309-256-6700 Mobile * 309-693-2600 Office * 309-693-6200 Fax
Email: bob@mcquellon.com ¢ www.mcquellon.com

5901 N. Knoaville Avenwe, Suite #101, P

X HealthinsuranceExchan

OF CENTRAL ILLINOIS

John E. Moore - President
Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
Chase Bank Building « 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthinsuranceExchangeCl.com 309-740-9850

The °

Corner

&5 O’BRIEN

% TOYOTA OF PEORIA

obrientoyotaofpeoria.com

DO eexaus
O'BRIEN LEXUS OF PEORIA

obrienlexusofpeoria.com

£Z91-£8£-008-1 T1¥D uonewwoyul Buisiieapy o4 « NYSTOOIJ

.chard A. Kube I, MD, FACSS

Prairie

SPINE & PAIN INSTITUTE

Minimally invasive spine surgery

Physical therapy on site 7620 N University St.
Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

WWWw.prairiespine.com

KRUMHOLZ BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
Landscape *Excavating *Erosion Control

309-579-2244

www.krumholzbros.com
Dave & RicHARD KRUMHOLZ

JIM ROCHFORD

ATTORNEY AT LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322 PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

“We've Got You Covered Since 1910”

1025 N Sheridan Road
3 Your New Home for §chool Unlformst

309-671-4543
www.sharrisuniforms.com
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Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

PEARL COMPANIES

INSURANCE | TECHNOLOGY
5.COM | 309.688.9000
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