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Stay in Touch 

 
1. Join Msgr. Gray for Mass.  Link can be 

found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App 

2. Download My Parish App to receive 
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download). 

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.  
(Email parishoffice@ 

        stthomas-church.net to sign up). 
4. Bookmark the parish webpage     
       (stthomaspeoria.org). 
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From Our Pastor 
 

 

Christus Resurrexit!  Vere resurrexit!  Christ is 

risen!  His is truly risen! 
  

The seeds of penance sown during Lent can 

now bloom forth in the joy of Easter.  I pray that 

our works of self-discipline have produced a 

real conversion of heart that is now ready to 

receive the good news of the Resurrection with 

a deeper sense of joy that strengthens our faith. 
  

The Octave of Easter is a blessed time to 

celebrate the mercy we receive from Our 

Lord.  From Good Friday to the Second Sunday 

of Easter, the Church celebrates the novena of 

Divine Mercy.  This novena includes the Divine 

Mercy Chaplet and the prayers for the nine 

intentions associated with this devotion.  During 

the Octave of Easter, you are invited to join in 

this novena which will be prayed after the 

morning Mass. 
  

On Divine Mercy Sunday, April 24, we will have 

devotions in the afternoon.  Confessions will be 

available from 2 to 3 PM, with the Chaplet, 

Adoration, and Benediction celebrated at 3 

PM.  Please join us for this celebration. 
  

A special thank you to all who made the 

pancake breakfast successful this year.  I am 

grateful for the hard work that goes into this 

community event.  Please also pray for those 

who completed our RCIA program and were 

brought into the Church at the Easter Vigil.  This 

is a time of great joy for those who have now 

received for the first time the Easter Sacraments 

of the Church. 
  

On a separate note, now that we have 

completed our civic duty to render unto 

Caesar… by paying taxes… this is a good time 

to consider a gift to Empower Illinois in order to 

give the gift of a Catholic education to a family 

in need.  You can receive an Illinois tax credit 

of 75¢ for each dollar donated.  Your Illinois tax 

return for this year can help you estimate what 

potential gift you could give to Empower 

Illinois.  For example, a hypothetical family that 

paid $3,000 in taxes to Illinois this year could 

make a $4,000 donation to Empower Illinois and 

receive a $3,000 tax credit to be used in 

2023.  In this case, this family would save on 

paying Illinois tax and simultaneously help send 

a deserving student to St. Thomas School. 
  

More information about Empower Illinois is 

available through, Pat Wombacher,  our tuition 

coordinator.  Please contact the parish office. 
 

-Msgr. Gray 

 

Readings for the Week of April 17, 2022 

Sunday Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

 Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Colossians 3: 1-4 or  

 1 Corinthians 5: 6b-8; 

 John 20: 1-9 

 

Monday Acts 2: 14, 22-33; Matthew 28: 8-15 

  

Tuesday Acts 2: 36-41; John 20: 11-18 

  

Wednesday Acts 3: 1-10; Luke 24: 13-35 

  

Thursday Acts 3: 11-20; Luke 24: 35-48 

   

Friday Acts 4: 1-12; John 21: 1-14 

 

Saturday Acts 4: 13-21; Matthew 16: 9-15 

   

Sunday Sunday of Divine Mercy 

 Acts 5: 12-16; Revelation 1: 9-11a, 12-13, 17-19; 

 John 20: 19-31  

Mass Intentions 

Monday, April 18, 2022     

 7:00 a.m. Sarah Grace Barrowman/Jeanne Whalen  

  

Tuesday, April 19, 2022 

 7:00 a.m. Jeri Callahan/John Callahan  

  

Wednesday, April 20, 2022 

 7:00 a.m. Adeline Snyder/Alan 

  

Thursday, April 21, 2022 

 7:00 a.m. Mary Basler/Mary Ann Noe 

           

Friday, April 22, 2022 

 7:00 a.m. Giles Keithley, Jr./Family  

        

Saturday, April 23, 2022 

 8:00 a.m. Remedios Tolentino/The Tolentino & Sarmiento Families  

 5:00 p.m. Linda Schachtrup/Terry & Marty Best 

  

Sunday, April 24, 2022 

 8:00 a.m. Benefactors of Franciscan Sisters of St. John the Baptist  

    10:00 a.m. Karen Helton/John & Sonia Nelson 

 5:00 p.m.  For the People 

  

  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 
 

Please pray for those who have died this week 

 

Wedding Congratulations 
 

Dawn Mason & Diego Zamudio 

 

Weekly Collection 
                                                      April 10, 2022 Fiscal YTD 

Collections needed ............................. $20,000 ...................................... $820,000 

Sunday Collections .............................. $18,516 ...................................... $599,849 

Electronic Collections ........................... $3,188 ...................................... $131,130 

Total Collected ..................................... $21,704 ...................................... $730,979 

Over/(Short) ............................................ $1,704 ..................................... $(89,021) 
 
 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our                     

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.   Thank you for your      

support.  

Week of April 17 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED Monday, April 18 
 

ST THOMAS SCHOOL CLOSED for Spring Break week 
 

ROSARY Tuesday, April 19, 10:00 a.m., Daily Mass Chapel 
 

RCIA Wednesday, April 20, Mystagogia, 7:00 p.m., Parish Hall 
 

MEN’S CLUB Thursday, April 21, 6:30 p.m., Rudy’s Cantina 
 

THAT MAN IS YOU Friday, April 22, doors open 6:00 a.m., program 6:30 

a.m., Parish Hall  
 

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS Sunday, April 24, Confessions 2:00 p.m., 

Chaplet, Adoration, & Benediction, 3:00 p.m., Church 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

  

    St. Thomas Holy Hour                  April 28 

             Memorial  Mass                  April 27 

Pray with the Pope 
April 2022 

For health care workers 

We pray for health care workers who 

serve the sick and the elderly, especially in the 

poorest countries; may they be adequately 

supported by governments and local 

communities. 

Easter Masses 
 

Holy Saturday, April 16 

Easter Vigil Mass, 8:15 p.m. 

Baptism & reception of new      

Catholics 

No 5:00 p.m. Mass 

 

Easter Sunday, April 17 

Masses, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

 No 5:00 p.m. Mass 

Congratulations RCIA          

Catechumens & Candidates! 
 

Thomas Bannan   

Eva Bushong 

Mary Elizabeth Copeland                                                                  

Richard Guingrich                                   

Meredith Hislope 

Kathy Joseph 

Lea Ann Juska                                         

John Colin Kohout 

James Caleb Kohout 

Heather Kohout 

Morgan Kumer                                        

Nadia LaFond 

Dylan Langhoff 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 Divine Mercy Sunday ~ How to Recite  

the Chaplet 
Divine Mercy Sunday is April 24th.  The Chaplet of Mercy is recited using 

ordinary Rosary beads of five decades. 
 

1. Make the Sign of the Cross 

2. Optional Opening Prayers: 

You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for 

souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole 

world.  O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, 

envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. 
 

Repeat three times: 

O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of 

Jesus as a fountain of Mercy for us, I trust in You! 
 

3. Our Father 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Amen 
 

4. Hail Mary 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our 

death.      Amen. 
 

5. The Apostle's Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 

everlasting.     Amen. 
 

7, 8. For each of the five decades 

On each “Our Father” bead of the rosary, pray: 

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your 

Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and 

those of the whole world. 
 

On each of the 10 “Hail Mary” beads, pray: 

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole 

world. 
 

9. Concluding prayer (repeat three times) 

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on 

the whole world. 
 

Optional Closing Prayer 

Optional Closing Prayer Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the 

treasury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase 

Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor 

become despondent, but with great confidence submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself. 
 

Copyright © 2012, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.  

The Novena to the Divine Mercy  
 

In preparation for the Feast of Divine 

Mercy, let us pray together Saint 

Faustina’s Novena to the Divine Mercy, 

especially pleading for relief from the 

coronavirus that afflicts the world. Jesus 

instructed Saint Faustina that praying this 

Novena would bring souls strength and 

refreshment and the graces they need in the 

hardships of life, and especially at the hour of 

death. Jesus also promised that the very depths 

of His Mercy would be opened on the Feast of 

Divine Mercy, pouring out an ocean of graces 

upon those who approach the Fount of His 

Mercy on that day. Resolved to turn away from 

our sins, let us, then, look with great trust to 

Jesus, Whose open Heart flows with abundant 

mercies for us in this time of crisis.   

Intentions for the 9 days: 

1. Mercy for all Mankind 

2. Mercy for Priests & Religious 

3. Mercy for the Devout and Faithful 

4. Mercy for Those Who Do Not Believe in God 

and Do Not Know Christ 

5. Mercy for Those Who Have Separated 

Themselves from the Church 

6. Mercy for the Meek and Humble and for 

Little Children 

7. Mercy for Those Most Devoted to Christ’s 

Mercy 

8. Mercy for the Souls in Purgatory 

9. Mercy for Souls Who Have Become 

Lukewarm 
 

The Novena begins on Good Friday and 

continues through Easter Saturday and may be 

found at:  divine-mercy-novena-pandemic.pdf 

(ewtn.com)  

It’s Tax Time 

Just a reminder as you complete your income 

tax returns for 2021 that making a donation to 

the Invest in Kids Program through Empower 

Illinois offers a significant opportunity to help the 

students at St. Thomas with financial assistance 

while generating a 75% tax credit on your Illinois 

income tax return. 

A donation of $1,000 to the Invest in Kids 

Program will give you a Illinois state income tax 

credit of $750.00.  A donation of $5,000 will give 

you a credit of $3,750.00. 

If you have donated in the past we encourage 

you to donate again.  All donations will be 

distributed to our St. Thomas students for the 

upcoming school year.  To date, in 2022, we 

have 7 students who have received awards 

through Empower Illinois.  We still have 33 

students on our waiting list so our need is great. 

If you have not donated to the Invest in Kids 

Program but would like to learn more about it 

or would like assistance in making a donation 

please contact Pat in the parish office. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Tuition Assistance for the 

2022/2023 School Year

Families who are interested in being considered for financial assistance for 

the 2022/2023 school year must complete the online FACTS Grant & Aid 

Application at online.factsmgt.com/aid. The application and required 

supporting tax documents (your 2021 tax return and W-2’s) must be 

received online by FACTS by the application deadline date of April 29, 

2022. There is a $35.00 fee required in order to complete the FACTS 

application.

Completion of the FACTS application by the April 29, 2022 deadline 

makes you eligible to receive financial aid from the John Lancaster 

Spalding Scholarship Fund through the Diocese of Peoria and the St. 

Thomas Parish Sponsor a Student Fund.

If you have any questions about the financial aid process or would like 

assistance in completing your application please contact Pat in the Parish 

Office at 688-3446.

All Men of the Parish are Encouraged to Attend the Men’s March

Student Summer Service Hours 

Available

The St. Thomas Food Pantry offers an excellent 

opportunity for students who need service 

hours!  Summers offer two days each week for 

four students to gain service hours.  

On Monday and Thursday mornings, holidays 

excepted, the pantry distributes groceries to 

clients.  Packing groceries, registering clients, 

restocking shelves, repackaging food, helping 

clients with food selection and assisting clients 

to their vehicles are activities students will 

perform while under adult supervision.  An 

additional service opportunity occurs on one 

Thursday per month when we receive a 

truckload of food products from Midwest Food 

Bank.  On these days, six students help adult 

volunteers unload the truck, repackage food, 

rotate stock and stock shelves.  

Students interested in earning service hours at 

the food pantry this summer should email Diana 

Janda at sdjanda1@comcast.net.   

Opportunities Available:

Monday and Thursday 

mornings – 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Monthly Truck – 1:30 PM to 3:30 

PM – Dates are June 16th, July 

14th and August 11th

Sponsor of the Week 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form.

Last Name _________________________________________________

First Name(s) _______________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________

Phone______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City__________________________________       ZIP________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______

St. Thomas - Food Pantry

Current needs are:  boxed skillet meals, 

pasta sauce, peanut butter, boxed side 

dishes, and personal hygiene products.                       

Thank you for your generosity

Monthly Holy Hour for Vocations with  

Fr. Chase.

All holy hours are from 6:30pm-7:30pm.

• May 10th,   St. Vincent, Peoria                               

Join us on May 7, 2022

The Nun Run for Cancer is a 5k 

run/walk in Downtown Peoria, 

Illinois. 

All proceeds will benefit the OSF 

HealthCare Cancer Institute. This 

event is focused around healthy 

habits and lifestyles for our 

families and community. We can’t do this 

without YOU!

https://raceroster.com/events/2022/56600/nun

-run-for-cancer

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How to Submit Bulletin Information
Send information for the bulletin to 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
with subject Bulletin. 

Submissions are due by Friday 
noon, one full week prior. 

Send images or logos separately 
as attachments.  

Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.  Please, DO 
NOT  send PDFs.

Parish Office Hours 
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail.  To leave 

a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press:

3  - Msgr. Gray

0  - Terri– Administrative Assist.

1340  - Julie-Accounting

1341  - Pat-Tuition

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are 

welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office 

downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main 

Sacristy upstairs.  The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m. every day.

Sacrament of Baptism
Parents participate in a 
Baptism class before 
the Baptism of their first 
child. Contact the   
Parish Office to sched-
ule the class.

Confessions
Saturday  4:00-4:45pm 

& 
6:00 p.m.-until last   
confession heard.

Locally owned
for 91 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com * General Construction

* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN

SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING • ASPHALT SEALING

certified public accountants & consultants
8726 N. Industrial Road • Peoria, IL 61615

Allison Buckardt - Parishioner
fax: 309.692.4159   gswcpa.com   phone: 309.692.4030

Illini Family Medicine location:
201 N Cummings Ln. Washington Office: 309-444-3627

(309) 688-TREE (8733)
greg@bennetttree.com

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams
4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612

— Parishioners —
www.hedigerandmeyers.com

Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

Compliments of

Since 1968

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

midwest-endo.com

Peoria
309-690-0011

Galesburg
309-315-2135

Midwest

Endodontic

Specialists, Ltd.
The Pursuit of Endodontic Excellence

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

Get your business headed
in the right direction.

Contact Don Roe
616.340.8580 or droe@diocesan.com

A D V E R T I S E  H E R E
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campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

The Real Estate 
Group Cell: 360-0012

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

wyman-group.com
309.685.8222

114 West
Stratford Dr.

Suite E l Peoria

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606
Become a weekly business

presence within your 
parish community

Call Don Roe l 616.340.8580
droe@diocesan.com
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