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             juliestreid@stthomas-church.net 

 
Tuition Coordinator: Pat Wombacher(x1341)              

  patwombacher@stthomas-school.net 
 
CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon ………………. 
  (309)339-4775 ..ccd@stthomas-church.net   

 
Director of Faith Formation:  Mary Cushing.. 

marycushing@stthomas-school.net 
  

Music Coordinator:  Ann Horst…... 682-5507 
             
Annulment Consultant:   
               John Mackoway………….699-5213 

   
Parish Nurse:  Mary Clare Geraghty..(x1350)       
   parishnurse@stthomas-church.net 

 

 
Stay in Touch 

 
1. Join Msgr. Gray for Mass.  Link can be 

found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App 

2. Download My Parish App to receive 
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download). 

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.  
(Email parishoffice@ 

        stthomas-church.net to sign up). 
4. Bookmark the parish webpage     
       (stthomaspeoria.org). 
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From Our Pastor 
 

I wish everyone a happy Labor Day.  On this 

public holiday, our parish office will be closed 

and we will have one Mass at 9 AM. 

  

I am happy to welcome Fr. Achilleus this 

weekend as he begins his service here at St. 

Thomas.  His arrival is opportune as I have been 

asked to accompany Bishop Tylka in Rome for 

diocesan meetings.  In particular, we hope to 

ask for the Cause for the Beatification of Fulton 

Sheen to move forward once again. 

  

I am thankful to John Grillot who presented 

information about Building Hope in Kids, 

Uganda.  He has worked with Fr. Julius, who is 

known to many in Peoria, to support this 

missionary work.  It is important for the Church 

to be mindful of the needs of the universal 

Church present throughout the world.  Thank 

you for your generosity. 

  

There is a change to the Annual Diocesan 

Appeal this year.  Information about the 

appeal was mailed to your home addresses 

rather than distributing pledge cards in the 

pews.  We will not have an ADA video shown 

during Mass this year.  I encourage you to read 

the materials you received and consider your 

support of the Diocese of Peoria.  Your gift 

helps us meet our parish goal for diocesan 

support. 

  

We have also changed the way in which we 

report electronic contributions in our bulletin.  

In the past, we have taken the total amount of 

expected electronic contributions for the year 

and averaged them for our weekly report in 

the bulletin.  Since the timing of on-line gifts can 

vary widely, it has been difficult to make 

accurate estimates.  We have shifted to 

reporting the actual total of electronic 

contributions contributed each week.  This will 

lead to greater week-to-week volatility in our 

contribution numbers, but will result in a more 

accurate year-to-date report.  Contributions in 

July and August are always affected by 

summer vacation travel.  However, your regular 

support of St. Thomas is critical to our success.  I 

thank you for helping us catch up as we 

continue through our fiscal year. 

  

- Msgr. Gray 

Readings for the Week of September 4, 2022 

Sunday Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 Wisdom 9: 13-18b; Philemon 9-10, 12-17; Luke 14: 25-33 

 

Monday 1 Corinthians 5: 1-8;  Luke 6: 6-11  

  

Tuesday 1 Corinthians 6: 1-11;  Luke 6: 12-19 

  

Wednesday 1 Corinthians 7: 25-31; Luke 6: 20-26 

  

Thursday The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 Micah 5: 1-4a or Romans 8: 28-30;  Matthew 1: 1-6, 18-23 

   

Friday St. Peter Claver, Priest 

 1 Corinthians 9: 16-19, 22b-27;  Luke 6: 39-42 

 

Saturday 1 Corinthians 10: 14-22;  Luke 6: 43-49 

  

Sunday Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 Exodus 32: 7-11, 13-14; 1 Timothy 1: 12-17; Luke 15: 1-32 

Mass Intentions 

Monday, September 5, 2022     

 9:00 a.m. Smith & Hafner Families  

  

Tuesday, September 6, 2022 

 7:00 a.m. Winnefred Farraher & Frances Farraher   

  

Wednesday, September 7, 2022 

 7:00 a.m. J. Gordon & Jan Hannagan/Jeanne Whalen  

 9:15 a.m. Brooke Crawmer Joseph/Tom & Linda Castaldi 

  

Thursday, September 8 , 2022 

 7:00 a.m. Melvin & Lucille Noe/Mary Ann Noe 

          

Friday, September 9, 2022 

 7:00 a.m. Richard Pittman/The Schafer Family  

        

Saturday, September 10, 2022 

 8:00 a.m. Mariano Tolentino/The Tolentino & Sarmiento Families  

 5:00 p.m. Paul Ruhaak/The George Mahrt Family 

  

Sunday, September 11, 2022 

 8:00 a.m. Sr. Bernadette Kouri, FSJB 

    10:00 a.m. Chip Chan/Family 

 5:00 p.m.  For the People  

  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  Page 3  September 4, 2022 

Our Sympathy 
 

Please pray for those who have died this week 

Weekly Collection 
                                                      August 28, 2022 Fiscal YTD 

Collections needed ............................. $20,000 ...................................... $180,000 

Sunday Collections ................................ $9,308 ...................................... $102,156 

Electronic Collections ........................... $3,665 ........................................ $24,439 

Total Collected ..................................... $12,973 ...................................... $126,595 

Over/(Short) ......................................... $(7,027) ..................................... $(53,405) 
 
 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our                     

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.   Thank you for your      

support.  

Week of September 4  

REGISTRATION FOR WOMEN’S MINISTRY After all Masses this weekend 

 

MISSION APPEAL—BUILDING HOPE IN KIDS-UGANDA at all Masses this 

weekend 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL AND FOOD PANTRY COLLECTIONS this weekend 

 

LABOR DAY Monday, September 5, Parish Office & School Closed 

 

LABOR DAY Monday, September 5,  Mass at 9:00 a.m. 

 

ROSARY Tuesday, September 6, 10:00 a.m., Daily Mass Chapel 

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY Thursday, September 8, 6:00 p.m., Parish Hall 

 

TMIY Friday, September 9, Doors open 6:00 a.m., program begins 6:30 

a.m., Parish Hall 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

         St. Thomas Holy Hour September 15 

             Trivia Night September 16 

                 Men’s Club Golf Outing September 23 

              Adoration October 7   

Pray with the Pope 
September 2022 

For the abolition of the death penalty 

 

We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity of the human 

person, may be legally abolished in every country. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

         

The Growing Disciples pastoral planning 

process will examine the current structure of 

parishes and schools to evaluate how they can 

best meet the needs of the faithful and address 

challenges facing the Church today. 

  

The primary goals of the pastoral planning 

process are to: 

·         Enable the faithful to go make disciples                         

 within a mission-driven, sustainable 

 structure of parishes and schools. 

·         Enhance the vibrancy of our parishes, 

 schools and ministries. 

·         Increase our support of the happiness, 

 health and holiness of our priests. 

  

Why are we doing this?  Why now? 

The Church and its people continue to face 

unique opportunities and challenges as society 

evolves.  In Illinois, and certainly in the Diocese 

of Peoria, the demographic landscape looks 

different than it did even 10 years ago, while 

the structural landscape has remained nearly 

the same. 

  

The current challenges facing our diocese 

include: 

·         A changing regional and diocesan 

 landscape. 

·         National trends regarding religion. 

·         Too few priests to staff more than 150 

 parishes. 

  

While we have a strong and vibrant faith 

community, the current structural landscape 

combined with the above challenges limits our 

ability to fully live out our God-given mission as 

Catholics. 

  

For more information, please visit cdop.org/

pastoral-plan. 

Share Your Voice 
The Choir sings Sundays—10:00 a.m. Mass 

 

Practices are Tuesdays beginning  

September 13, 2022 at 6:30—7:30 p.m. 
 

Contact Ann Horst, Music Coordinator, at 309-682-5507 if you have any 

questions. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Teacher’s Aide Needed
St. Thomas School is seeking to fill a half day teacher's aide position.  

Hours are:  8:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., assisting with our preschool program.

If interested, please send a letter and resume to Mrs. Maureen Bentley, 

principal at maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net.

Annual Diocesan Appeal supports EVANGELIZATION  
When we experience the love and joy that comes with knowing and 

loving Jesus, we want to proclaim the difference Christ has made in our life and help bring others to Him.

Ministries and programs include support for all our Catholic grade schools and high schools, Totus Tuus - the summer parish 

program for youth, Newman Centers outreach to college students, Catholic Charities programs and more.  Go to 

www.cdop.org/ada to learn more about the ministries supported by ADA and to watch the ADA videos.

I always thought that my friends would make fun of me, but I noticed that those friends that I would hang out with weren’t 

really my friends. The friends I have now are friends that go to church with me, go to RCIA classes with me and are preparing

to receive their sacraments with me.  Father Dittmer has inspired me to follow Jesus Christ. He encourages us a lot to be faithful 

and to continue to grow in our relationship with Jesus for the rest of our lives. - Iván Sánchez, catechumen 

Parish Mission Appeal

Building Hope In Kids - Uganda 

(BHIKU) is the nonprofit 

organization that was formed 

to help build and support the 

Primary School in Uganda that 

was founded by Fr. Julius 

Turyatoranwa near Mbarara, 

Uganda. 

The Annual Mission Appeal at St. Thomas will be 

held at all Masses on September 3-4 for Building 

Hope in Kids – Uganda. 

Their primary school is helping to break the 

cycle of generational poverty for over 800 

children!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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When you go to the poor, you 

encounter Jesus
The seasons are changing, and 

September brings the start of school 

and all the preparations.  On top of the 

recent inflation challenges and the rise in 

Ameren bills, families face more expenses to 

clothe and outfit their children for school.  This 

can create a fair amount of stress for all of us, 

but especially for those in our community who 

live on limited incomes.  I assure you we have 

seen this in the increased number of calls and 

the extent of the need our callers have. Last 

month we came very close to running out of 

funds.  A couple timely donations and support 

from some of the other parish SVdP 

conferences helped us continue answering the 

calls. 

Recently I met with a lady who works as a CNA 

in an assisted living facility.  She earns $17/hour 

for 32 hours a week.  She had Covid in the 

spring and was off work, and now has tested 

positive again.  Of course, health care workers 

are required to isolate and quarantine to the 

full extent of the government requirements.  

She has fallen behind in her rent payments. She 

has her adult daughter and 2 pre-school 

children living with her, so she called for our 

help. 

Your generosity will allow us to aid her during 

this time of need.  Please consider the less 

fortunate of our community during this season. 

We thank you again. 

And if you could help us with the food pantry, 

we really need shelf stable items, like canned 

fruits, vegetables, breakfast cereals, and 

spaghetti. 

~ Tom Pilat

We wish to thank you for your continued sup-

port of St. Vincent de Paul Society. As you can 

imagine we have been incredibly busy.

You can send your donations to St. Vincent de 

Paul Society c/o Cissy Carlson 127 W. Northland 

Avenue Peoria 61614 or place your donation

in the wooden boxes after Masses the first week 

of each month.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Thomas the Apostle Church Page 6 Peoria Heights, IL 

Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form. 
 

 

Last Name _________________________________________________ 

 

First Name(s) _______________________________________________ 

 

Email ______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________       ZIP________________ 

 

Phone ______________________________________________________ 

 

New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______ 

Bread-making with  

Fr. Dominic Garramone 
 

Peoria native Fr. Dominic Garramone, better 

known as The Bread Monk, will share his baking 

secrets at a demonstration at the East Bluff 

Community Center (Formerly St. Bernard's 

school gym) 512 E. Kansas, Peoria on 

September 17 at 2 p.m. 
 

Father Dominic Garramone, OSB is a monk of 

Saint Bede Abbey in Peru, IL but grew up as a 

member of St. Bernard parish. He is the head of 

the Religion department at Saint Bede 

Academy and also its drama director. He was 

the host of the PBS cooking show Breaking 

Bread with Father Dominic from 1999 to 2001, 

and has written eleven cookbooks.  
 

 Fr. Dom will be presenting a program titled “In 

the Scone Zone,” based on recipes from his 

new book. There will be drawings for free door 

prizes, and after the program Fr. Dominic’s 

books and other Abbey products will also be for 

sale. 
 

$10 per person. For reservations call Sue at 309 

688-9883. Pay at the door. 

Holy Hour for the Rights 

Of the Unborn  
Saint Mark's Church,  

1113 W. Bradley Avenue,  Peoria  

September 5, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
St. Thomas - Food Pantry 

 

September is Hunger Action Month, and the 

St. Thomas Food Pantry is experiencing its 

usual summer shelf-stable food 

shortage.  The effects of inflation are 

bringing more of our neighbors into the 

pantry to supplement the groceries they are 

able to purchase.  Please help fill our shelves 

so that we can continue to help them!   
 

The pantry accepts any shelf-stable food 

items, but these items are needed most:  Dry 

Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Rice, Boxed Side Dishes, 

Pancake Mix, Syrup, Canned Fruit and 

Vegetables, Canned and Dry Beans, 

Canned Meat, Jelly, Peanut Butter, Cereal, 

Meal Helpers, Mac & Cheese, Soup and 

Crackers.   

 

Thank you for your generous support!  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How to Submit Bulletin Information
Send information for the bulletin to 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
with subject Bulletin. 

Submissions are due by Friday 
noon, one full week prior. 

Send images or logos separately 
as attachments.  

Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.  Please, DO 
NOT  send PDFs.

Parish Office Hours 
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail.  To leave 

a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press:

3  - Msgr. Gray

0  - Terri– Administrative Assist.

1340  - Julie-Accounting

1341  - Pat-Tuition

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are 

welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office 

downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main 

Sacristy upstairs.  The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m. every day.

Sacrament of Baptism
Parents participate in a 
Baptism class before 
the Baptism of their first 
child. Contact the   
Parish Office to sched-
ule the class.

Confessions
Saturday  4:00-4:45pm 

& 
6:00 p.m.-until last   
confession heard.

Green For Life
Your full-service waste and 
recycling services provider.

309.688.0760  |  gflenv.com

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN

SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING • ASPHALT SEALING

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams

4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612
— Parishioners —

www.hedigerandmeyers.com
Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

Compliments of

Since 1968

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com midwest-endo.com

Peoria
309-690-0011

Galesburg
309-315-2135

Midwest

Endodontic

Specialists, Ltd.
The Pursuit of Endodontic Excellence

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

Get your business headed
in the right direction.

Contact Don Roe
616.340.8580 or droe@diocesan.com

A D V E R T I S E  H E R E

Illinois CatholicMatch.com/goIL

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606
Become a weekly business

presence within your 
parish community

Call Don Roe l 616.340.8580
droe@diocesan.com
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