
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff 

Office Hours:  M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

904 East Lake Avenue,  
Peoria Heights, IL 61616 

stthomaspeoria.org;  309-688-3446 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 

Pastor:  Msgr. Jason A. Gray….…..(x3) 
      msgrgray@stthomas-church.net 

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Achilleus Tegamaisho.. 
frachilleus@stthomas-church.net 

Fr. John Twinomujuni..….In Residence 

Sacristan:  Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB  
 (688-3500);  fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com 

Deacon:    Dcn. John Nelson……...981-2716 
     Dcn. Ed Mallow…….….360-7735 
     Dcn. Mark Kelsch (Senior Status) 

School Principal:  Maureen Bentley....(x1210) 
  maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net 

Administrative Assistant: Terri Moon…..…(x0) 
 terrimoon@stthomas-church.net 

Bulletin Editor:  Peggy Sullivan……......(x1301) 
      peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net 

Accountant:  Julie Streid……..…..…....(x1340) 
 juliestreid@stthomas-church.net 

Tuition Coordinator: Pat Wombacher..(x1341)  
  patwombacher@stthomas-school.net 

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon ………………. 
(309)339-4775 ..ccd@stthomas-church.net

Director of Faith Formation:  Mary Cushing…. 
marycushing@stthomas-school.net 

Music Coordinator:  Ann Horst…...... 682-5507 
Annulment Consultant:  

 John Mackoway………….699-5213
Parish Nurse:  Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)  

  parishnurse@stthomas-church.net 

Stay in Touch 

1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class.  Link can
be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).



St. Thomas the Apostle Church Page 2 Peoria Heights, IL 

From Our Pastor 

Thanks to everyone who made Catholic 

Schools’ Week so successful.  I am grateful also 

to the committee working on the Progressive 

Dinner.  I look forward to this event on Saturday 

of this week. 

St. Thomas Parish has owned and rented a 

house on Illinois Avenue that is adjacent to the 

parking lot.  When the parishioner who rented 

the house passed away, I was left with an 

important decision regarding the 

house:  whether to sell the house, rent it out 

again, or take it down. 

After weighing this question with our Parish 

Council, it was the unanimous 

recommendation that the parish should not 

give up ownership of this property.  Because 

the house would require significant repair to 

maintain, it was also recommended that 

money not be wasted on repairs but that the 

house be taken down.  It is obviously not safe to 

leave a vacant house unattended indefinitely. 

The traffic in the parking lot at St. Thomas at the 

beginning and end of the school day can 

become congested.  Furthermore, the parking 

lot can fill up when there are overlapping 

events at the parish and the school.  With input 

from our St. Thomas School leadership, I look 

forward to studying how to this vacant parcel 

might be used, either for additional parking or 

to improve traffic flow.  I am very grateful for 

the advice and expertise I have relied on from 

the leaders within both our St. Thomas Parish 

and School communities. 

- -Msgr. Gray

Readings for the Week of February 12, 2022

Sunday Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sirach 15: 15-20; 1 Corinthians 2: 6-10; Matthew 5: 17-37 OR 

Matthew 5: 20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a, 37 

Monday Genesis 4: 1-15, 25; Mark 8: 11-13 

Tuesday Sts. Cyril, Monk, & Methodius, Bishops 

Genesis 6: 5-8; 7: 1-5, 10; Mark 8: 14-21 

Wednesday Genesis 8: 6-13, 20-22; Mark 8: 22-26 

Thursday Genesis 9: 1-13; Mark 8: 27-33 

Friday The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order 

Genesis 11: 1-9; Mark 8: 34—9: 1 

Saturday Hebrews 11: 1-7; Mark 9: 2-13 

Sunday Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Leviticus 19: 1-2, 17-18; 1 Corinthians 3: 16-23; 

Matthew 5: 38-48 

Mass Intentions 

Monday, February 13, 2023 

7:00 a.m. Msgr. William Watson/Tony & Mary Honey Jacob 

Tuesday, February 14, 2023 

7:00 a.m. Jeri Callahan/John Callahan 

Wednesday, February 15, 2023 

7:00 a.m. Glen Morton/Family 

Thursday, February 16, 2023 

7:00 a.m. Tho Dang/Sue Brady 

     9:15 a.m. Bette Grimm & Mary Ellen Van Buskirk/Family 

Friday, February 17, 2023 

7:00 a.m. Dang Mai Tho/Linh Luong 

Saturday, February 18, 2023 

8:00 a.m. Gerald & Mary Schwab/Family 

5:00 p.m. Harry Alexander/Dennis & Carol Dayle 

Sunday, February 19, 2023 

8:00 a.m. Nick Frasco/Linda Osika 

    10:00 a.m. For the People 

      5:00 p.m. Mary Fricke/Family 

Sponsor of the Week

Aging Care Management, LLC 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 

Frances Richmond, mother of 

Maggie Jackson  

Weekly Collection 
  February 5, 2023 

Fiscal YTD 

Collections needed ............................. $20,000 ...................................... $640,000 

Sunday Collections .............................. $17,562 ...................................... $427,235 

Electronic Collections……..……..…….$4,201……………………....….$117,284 

Total Collected ..................................... $21,763 ...................................... $544,519 

Over/(Short) ...........................................  $1,763 ..................................... $(95,481) 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our                     

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.   Thank you for your      

support.  

Pray with the Pope 
February 2023 

For parishes 

We pray that parishes, placing 

communion at the center, may increasingly 

become communities of faith, fraternity and 

welcome towards those most in need. 

Week of February 12 
ROSARY Tuesday, February 14, 10:00 a.m., Daily Mass Chapel 

CHOIR Tuesday, February 14, 6:30 p.m., Music Room 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL Tuesday, February 14, 7:00 p.m., Parish Hall 

CCD Wednesday, February 15, 6:00 p.m., School 

OCIA Wednesday, February 15, 7:00 p.m., Parish Hall  

WALKING WITH PURPOSE Thursday, February 16, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall 

MEN’S CLUB Thursday, February 16, 6:30 p.m., Rudy’s Cantina 

THAT MAN IS YOU Friday, February 17, doors open at 6:00 a.m., program 

begins at 6:30 a.m., Parish Hall 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER Saturday, February 18, 5:00 p.m. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

  STS Trivia  Night February 25 

  Moms & Mimosas March 4 

OCIA Topics 

Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. Parish Hall

Date Topic 

February 15:  Our Father, Hail Mary, other prayers, prepare for Lent 

February 22:  Ash Wednesday; No Class 

March 1:  Community and Moral Law, grace  

March 8:  Ten & Great Commandments, #1-3;  Divine/Natural Law 

March 15:  Commandments 4, 5, 7, 8  

MEN'S RETREAT 
St. Thomas Parish will again have a Men's 

Retreat this year at  

White House Retreat in St. Louis. 

This year's retreat starts with check-in on 

Thursday, September 14th at 4:30 pm and 

concludes on Sunday, September 17th at 1:00 

pm.   An informational meeting about the 

retreat will be scheduled after Easter.  More 

information about White House can be found 

at:   https://whitehouseretreat.org/   If you are 

interested in learning more or would like to 

register, please email George Burek 

at georgeburek@yahoo.com   

Lenten Schedule 

Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2023 

Masses 

7:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m., 12:15 p.m. 

& 7:00 p.m. 

Weekday Mornings 

During Lent an additional Mass is added each 

weekday 

7:00 a.m. & 8:00 a.m. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas - Food Pantry

The pantry accepts any shelf-stable food 

items, but these items are needed most at 

the present time: pancake mix, syrup, jelly, 

crackers, spaghetti sauce, canned soup. 

Thank you for your generous support! 

Souper Bowl

Let’s team up with St. Thomas School to 
celebrate the Souper Bowl.

Please help us reach our goal of 500 cans of 
soup donated to the St. Thomas Food Pantry 

over the next week. Donations may be placed 
in the Feed The Hungry box in the church 

narthex.

Thank you for helping us score
in the fight against food 

insecurity! 

Catholic Women's League
Rosary and Social

Tuesday, February 14, 2023 

10:00 a.m.

St. Philomena Church

1000 W. Albany

Peoria, IL 61604

Sectional CHAMPS….onward to STATE!!

Congrats to the 8th grade boys team and thank you to all the 

Comet fans that came out in full force to cheer them on! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form. 

Last Name _________________________________________________ 

First Name(s) _______________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________________ 

Phone______________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

City__________________________________       ZIP________________ 

Phone ______________________________________________________ 

New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______ 

Principal Needed
Peoria Notre Dame High School is seeking a 

Principal for the 2023-2024 academic year.  The 

new Principal must be enthusiastic about the 

Catholic mission of the school – developing 

students in spirit, mind, and body.  The preferred 

candidate for the position will have experience in 

administration, enthusiasm for youth, and the 

desire to work in a faith-based environment.  The 

Principal will report directly to the Office of 

Catholic Schools superintendent and will supervise 

the Assistant Principal, dean of students, athletic 

director, campus ministry, counselors, student 

services, and teachers.  

For a full job description, qualifications, and 

requirements, please review the description sheet 

at https://5il.co/1lxvy. Download a Principal 

Application Packet from the Catholic Diocese of 

Peoria at https://cdop.org/careers.  

Please join us for the... 

40th Annual  

PND Blue & Green 

Gala:  

A Ticket to Ride 

Click PND Gala | 2022/2023 

(ejoinme.org) to find out more information and to 

purchase your ticket! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How to Submit Bulletin Information
Send information for the bulletin to 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
with subject Bulletin. 

Submissions are due by Friday 
noon, one full week prior. 

Send images or logos separately 
as attachments.  

Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.  Please, DO 
NOT  send PDFs.

Parish Office Hours 
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail.  To leave

a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press:

3  - Msgr. Gray

0  - Terri– Administrative Assist.

1340  - Julie-Accounting

1341  - Pat-Tuition

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are 

welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office 

downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main 

Sacristy upstairs.  The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m. every day.

Sacrament of Baptism
Parents participate in a 
Baptism class before 
the Baptism of their first 
child. Contact the   
Parish Office to sched-
ule the class.

Confessions
Saturday  4:00-4:45pm 

& 
6:00 p.m.-until last   
confession heard.

Green For Life
Your full-service waste and 
recycling services provider.

309.688.0760  |  gflenv.com

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN

SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING • ASPHALT SEALING

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams

4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612
— Parishioners —

www.hedigerandmeyers.com
Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

Compliments of

Since 1968

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

Get your business headed
in the right direction.

Contact Don Roe
616.340.8580 or droe@diocesan.com

A D V E R T I S E  H E R E

Illinois CatholicMatch.com/goIL

© 2022 DIOCESAN
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campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606

Become a weekly business
presence within your 

parish community

Call Don Roe l 616.340.8580
droe@diocesan.com
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