
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff 

 
Office Hours:  M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

 
904 East Lake Avenue,  
Peoria Heights, IL 61616 

stthomaspeoria.org;  309-688-3446 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 

 
Pastor:  Msgr. Jason A. Gray….…..(x3) 

            msgrgray@stthomas-church.net 
Parochial Vicar:  Fr. Marc Nkulu…...….... 

frmarc@stthomas-church.net 
Fr. John Twinomujuni..….In Residence 

 
Sacristan:  Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB       

       (688-3500);  fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com  
 

Deacon:    Dcn. John Nelson……...981-2716 
      Dcn. Ed Mallow…….….360-7735 
      Dcn. Mark Kelsch (Senior Status) 

 
School Principal:  Maureen Bentley....(x1210) 

  maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net 
 

Administrative Assistant: Terri Moon…..…(x0) 
             terrimoon@stthomas-church.net 

Bulletin Editor:  Peggy Sullivan……......(x1301) 
      peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net 

Accountant:  Julie Streid……..…..…....(x1340) 
             juliestreid@stthomas-church.net 

 
Tuition Coordinator: Pat Wombacher..(x1341)              

  patwombacher@stthomas-school.net 
 
CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon ………………. 
  (309)339-4775 ..ccd@stthomas-church.net   

 
Director of Faith Formation:  Mary Cushing…. 

marycushing@stthomas-school.net 
 

Parish Nurse:  Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)       
   parishnurse@stthomas-church.net 

  
Music Coordinator:  Ann Horst…...... 682-5507       
Annulment Consultant:   

               John Mackoway………….699-5213   
 
 

Stay in Touch 
 

1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class.  Link can 
be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App 

2. Download My Parish App to receive 
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download). 

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.  
(Email parishoffice@ 

        stthomas-church.net to sign up). 
4. Bookmark the parish webpage     
       (stthomaspeoria.org). 
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   From Our Pastor 
 

Happy Father’s Day!  I look forward 
to blessing all the fathers and 

grandfathers this weekend and to our Father’s 

Day activities on Saturday evening. 
  

It is especially nice when we can draw 
together members of our parish family and our 
school family, and so I encourage all the 
fathers who are parishioners or school parents 
to come together for this casual summer 
celebration.  Families are encouraged to bring 
your own supplies as we share fellowship as 
part of one St. Thomas Family on the parking lot 
after the 5 p.m. Mass. 
  

We welcome a new father:  Fr. Marc Nkulu, 
SMA, as parochial vicar at St. Thomas.  Fr. Marc 
is a religious order priest from the Society of 
African Missions, where Fr. Achilleus is a 
diocesan priest from the Diocese of Bukoba. 
  

I am particularly thankful for the many 
parishioners who took part in our Corpus Christi 
adoration last weekend.  Our procession took 
place indoors because of the weather last 
Sunday, but our spirits were not dampened 
because of the large numbers present to adore 
the Blessed Sacrament.  Thank you also to the 
many parishioners who made a visit during the 
time of adoration that followed last Sunday 
between the 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. Masses. 
Pictures are available in the bulletin and more 
pictures have been posted on Facebook. 
 

- -Msgr. Gray  

Readings for the Week of June 18, 2023 

Sunday Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Exodus 19: 2-6a; Romans 5: 6-11; Matthew 9: 36—10: 8 
 

Monday St. Romuald, Abbot 

 2 Corinthians 6: 1-10; Matthew 5: 38-42 
  
Tuesday 2 Corinthians 8: 1-9; Matthew 5: 43-48 
  

Wednesday St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious 

 2 Corinthians 9: 6-11; Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-18 
  

Thursday St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop 

 2 Corinthians 11: 1-11; Matthew 6: 7-15 

   
Friday 2 Corinthians 11: 18, 21-30; Matthew 6: 19-23 
 
Saturday The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

 Jeremiah 1: 4-10; 1 Peter 1: 8-12; Luke 1: 5-17 
  
Sunday Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Jeremiah 20: 10-13; Romans 5: 12-15; Matthew 10: 26-33 

Mass Intentions 

Monday, June 19, 2023     
 7:00 a.m. Charles F. Merkle/Mike & Theresa Haughney 
 8:00 a.m. Kathryn Oltman/Mary Camp 
   
Tuesday, June 20, 2023 

 7:00 a.m. Benefactors of Franciscan Sisters of St. John the Baptist 
 8:00 a.m. Jeanne Rueth  
   
Wednesday, June 21, 2023 
 7:00 a.m. Grace Cafaro/Denise Noell 
 8:00 a.m. Dec. Members of Barkley & Vonnahme Family/The 
  Barkley Family 
   
Thursday, June 22, 2023 
 7:00 a.m. Glen Morton/Family 
 8:00 a.m. Jim Konitzer/Bob & Mary Ann Knight  
           
Friday, June 23, 2023 

 7:00 a.m. Larry Zarley/Marie Zarley  
 8:00 a.m. Fred Darche/Rick & Maureen Pantages  
 
Saturday, June 24, 2023 
 8:00 a.m. Judy Campbell/Lise Sanders Hallberg  
 5:00 p.m. Ralph Barnett/Tom & Bonnie Stroot 
   
Sunday, June 25, 2023 

 8:00 a.m. Betty Kane/Family 
    10:00 a.m.  Dr. James N. Kenny, Sr./Family 
      5:00 p.m. For the People 
 

Adult Education 
This week we will begin the book 
study of Treasure in Clay, the 
autobiography of Archbishop Fulton 
Sheen.  I am confident that the 
Venerable Servant of God will be 
beatified, even though this 
ceremony has been delayed for a 
time.  Reading the autobiography will be a 
good way to learn more about the person of 
Fulton Sheen and prepare ourselves spiritually 
for a future beatification. 
  

Everyone is welcome to the opening lecture on 
Thursday, June 22, at 7 p.m. in the parish 
hall.  The opening lecture will help set the stage 
and prepare readers for the themes that will be 
encountered in the book.  Those who want to 
take part in the discussion groups that will follow 
can sign up for one of the groups that will 
meet.  The schedule for each discussion group 
will be set up that evening.  As Archbishop 
Sheen constantly said:   God love you! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy

Nathan Park, grandson of Jan & Don Smith

Weekly Collection
June 11, 2023

Fiscal YTD

Collections needed.............................$20,000...................................$1,000,000
Sunday Collections..............................$14,725......................................$654,513
Electronic Collections……..…...……....$7,869…..………….…...….….$206,011

Total Collected.....................................$22,594......................................$852,655
Over/(Short) ........................................... $2,594...................................$(142,070)

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection. Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.   Thank you for your      

support. 

Week of June 18
FATHERS’ DAY TAILGATE Saturday, June 17, following 5:00 p.m. Mass, Back 
Parking Lot

MEN’S BASKETBALL Sunday, June 18, 7:00 p.m.,  School Gym

ROSARY Tuesday, June 20, 10:00 a.m.,  Daily Mass Chapel

ADULT EDUCATION:  SHEEN PRESENTATION Thursday, June 22, 7:00 pm, 
Parish Hall

CONFESSIONS WEEKEND June 24 & 25, After all Masses

UPCOMING EVENTS

Adoration July 7

St. Thomas Holy Hour July 20 

St. Thomas Golf Outing August 25

Pray with the Pope
June 2023

For the abolition of torture

We pray that the international community may 
commit in a concrete way to ensuring the 

abolition of torture and guarantee support to 
victims and their families. 

72-Hour Rosary Prayer Vigil 

for Peace

Our nation continues to be shaken by grievous 
acts of senseless violence that betray the true 
dignity of all human beings. While we may feel 
powerless and overwhelmed, we must not give 
in to despair. Our Lady of Fatima said, Say the 

Rosary every day to obtain peace for the 

world. As her spiritual children, NCCW is once 
again holding a 72-Hour Rosary Prayer Vigil for 
Peace from: 

Saturday June 10th @ 7 pm ET -

Tuesday June 13th

We will close the 72 hours with our regular 
monthly member Rosary conference call on the 

13th at 7:30 p.m. ET.  Sign up for a time slot 
at: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C0E4DADAA22A7F4C61-nccw1

For more information, contact NCCW 
Spirituality Commission Chair Kim Padan at 217-

898-5256 or kim@gabrielsmom.com

When you log in to the Sign-up Genius page, it 
will ask you for an access code (but you do 
NOT need your own sign-up genius 
account.) Please enter OLGC

Sponsor of the Week 

Corpus 
Christy

Procession

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Musician(s) Needed 
St. Thomas needs one, or more, musicians for the 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass.  We would be happy to 
have several musicians share and play only 1 or 2 times/month.  You will not need to cantor. 

If you, or someone you know, plays organ, piano, or guitar and are interested in this important 
ministry for the Parish, please contact the Parish Office. 

Muni Band at 

St. Philomena 

The people of St. 
Philomena Parish are 
happy to once again 
host the Peoria 
Municipal Band for a 
Friday Night Concert 

on June 23, 2023. The 
band will set up 
outside at the front 
doors of our church, 
1000 W Albany, 
Peoria. Bring a lawn 
chair and your own 
snacks and drinks. 
The band begins 
promptly at 7p.m. 
and plays for about 
an hour. Please join 
us for this family-
friendly event. 

Be sure to arrive in 
enough time to allow 
time for parking and 
setting up your lawn 
chairs. The gate at 
the Albany entrance 
to the campus will 
close no later than 
6:30pm. After that 
time, cars must enter 
campus off of Twelve 
Oaks. 

We will pass the 
basket during the 
concert to help 
cover the costs for 
the band. If you 
prefer to write a 
check, please make 
it payable 
to Community 

Foundation of 

Central Illinois, with 
Peoria Municipal 
Band on the memo 
line. Your donations 
are appreciated and 
allow the band to 
perform in concerts 
just like this one. 

Happy Father’s Day 
to all the Dads, 
Granddads, and  

Godfathers! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Have you used the 

My Parish App? 
MyParish is an app that is free to download, and 
free to use.  It is full of very useful information, both 
for our Parish and for Catholics in general. 

Choose St. Thomas as your 
preferred parish and your opening screen  
will look like this  
With any new messages from the Parish at 
the top.  Click the 4 squares in the upper 
right to close these.  

Once closed it looks like this  

Under bulletin you will find the 
current bulletin as soon as it is 
live, as well as past bulletins. 

You can find Parish 
information such as Mass 
times and Confession 
times under the individual 
icons.  Under Parish Info 
you will find contact 
information, YouTube 

videos, Facebook, and Eucharistic 
Adoration sign-up. 

Under Prayer you will find the Act of 

Contrition, an Adoration Prayer, The 

Rosary with all prayers and mysteries, and 
many other prayers. 

St. Thomas - Food Pantry 

Help Desperately Needed!   
The food pantry is seeing an increase in the number of 

families seeking food 
assistance over the 

past few months. As a 
result, we are critically 

low on shelf-stable 
items that we 

routinely offer our 
visitors on a monthly 
basis. Items needed 
are: macaroni and 

cheese, rice, cereal, 
crackers, boxed potato/pasta sides, pasta sauce and 
dried pasta, canned meats, peanut butter and jelly, 

canned fruits and vegetables, canned soups, 
Hamburger Helper, pancake mix and syrup and 

canned beans. Please consider providing some of 
these items for our neighbors in need.  If you are 

unable to shop just 
give a donation 

and we will do the 
shopping. 

Any help you can 
give is greatly 

appreciated…

thank you so 
much!  

Thank you for your generous support! 

Parish Nurse Notes:
June is  

Alzheimer’s Awareness Month 

Our Parish Community has been offered an opportunity to 
host a complimentary speaker series from the Alzheimer’s 

Association covering topics such as 10 Warning Signs, 

Understanding Alzheimer’s and Dementia, Healthy Living for 

Your Brain and Body, and others. Programs last 30-60 
minutes and can be offered day or evening, depending on 
interest. Please call or email if you would like to attend these 
offerings. Dates and times will be determined after 
responses have been tallied. 
Summer Hours: I will have more limited hours beginning  
June 1. My plan is to be in office 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
afternoons. I will continue to be working on offerings for our 
community as well as coordinating with our Food Pantry to 
expand services offered at the August Backpack 
Giveaway. 
As always, please feel free to call or email with any 
questions or concerns. I am able to access those on a more 
frequent basis. 
Wishing everyone a safe and healthy beginning to the 
summer. 
Mary Clare Geraghty RN, BSN 
309-688-3446 x1350 or ParishNurse@stthomas-church.net

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form.

Last Name _________________________________________________

First Name(s) _______________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________

Phone______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City__________________________________   ZIP________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

New Parishioner _______   Change of address/phone _______

Emmaus Days 2023 

Sessions 1 and 2 will be held at St. John’s 

Catholic Newman Center in Champaign, 
Illinois. Participants deepen their faith and focus 
on discerning God's will through prayer and the 
sacraments. By listening to and spending time 
with priests and seminarians, participants get a 
glimpse into their lives. Session 1 is for those who 
are in college, as well as single men in their 20s 
and 30s who are discerning their vocation. 
REGISTRATION FOR 2023 IS ONLINE AT 
WWW.COMEANDFOLLOWME.ORG

Session 2      June 23-26,2023

High School Juniors & Seniors 
St. John Catholic Newman Center  
Champaign, IL 

Sessions 3 and 4 will be held at Peoria Notre 
Dame High School (this is an update as of April 
2023). Led by seminarians, participants hear 
God’s call to become real Christian men. The 

experience includes prayer, talks and activities 
like basketball, soccer, ultimate frisbee and 
card games. 

Session 3       July 16-19, 2023

High School Freshmen & Sophomores 
Peoria Notre Dame High School  

Session 4       July 19-21, 2023

Seventh & Eighth Graders 
Peoria Notre Dame High School 

56th Annual Itoo Shish-Ka-Bob ~ Saturday, June 24 (3pm-7pm)

Sunday, June 25 (12pm-5pm)

The Itoo Society invites all to join us for our 56th Annual Shish-Ka-Bob at the  

Itoo Hall on Farmington Road. 

Our traditional menu of beef or chicken kabobs, cabbage rolls, pita 
bread, and Lebanese salad will be served each day. Meals are $18 
each.  Preorder your meals for convenient drive-thru pickup, or enjoy your 
meal outdoors, limited indoor seating. Live music until 10 pm Saturday, 
late night food options, and full-service bar.
Visit our event website at itoosociety.org/shish-ka-bob.html

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How to Submit Bulletin Information
Send information for the bulletin to 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
with subject Bulletin. 

Submissions are due by Friday 
noon, one full week prior. 

Send images or logos separately 
as attachments.  

Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.  Please, DO 
NOT  send PDFs.

Parish Office Hours 
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail.  To leave
a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press:

3  - Msgr. Gray
0  - Terri– Administrative Assist.

1340  - Julie-Accounting
1341  - Pat-Tuition

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are 
welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office 
downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main 
Sacristy upstairs.  The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. every day.

Sacrament of Baptism
Parents participate in a 
Baptism class before 
the Baptism of their first 
child. Contact the   
Parish Office to sched-
ule the class.

Confessions
Saturday  4:00-4:45pm 

& 
6:00 p.m.-until last   
confession heard.

Green For Life
Your full-service waste and 
recycling services provider.

309.688.0760  |  gflenv.com

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN

SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING • ASPHALT SEALING

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter

Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

Get your business headed
in the right direction.

Contact Don Roe
616.340.8580 or droe@diocesan.com

A D V E R T I S E  H E R E

Illinois CatholicMatch.com/goIL

Become a weekly business
presence within your 

parish community

Call Don Roe l 616.340.8580
droe@diocesan.com

WPMJ 94.3 FM

© 2022 DIOCESAN
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campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606
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