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Office Hours:  M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

 
904 East Lake Avenue,  
Peoria Heights, IL 61616 

stthomaspeoria.org;  309-688-3446 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 

 
Pastor:  Msgr. Jason A. Gray….…..(x3) 

            msgrgray@stthomas-church.net 
Parochial Vicar:  Fr. Marc Nkulu…...….... 

frmarc@stthomas-church.net 
Fr. John Twinomujuni..….In Residence 

 
Sacristan:  Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB       

       (688-3500);  fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com  
 

Deacon:    Dcn. John Nelson……...981-2716 
      Dcn. Ed Mallow…….….360-7735 
      Dcn. Mark Kelsch (Senior Status) 

 
School Principal:  Maureen Bentley....(x1210) 

  maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net 
 

Administrative Assistant: Terri Moon…..…(x0) 
             terrimoon@stthomas-church.net 

Bulletin Editor:  Peggy Sullivan……......(x1301) 
      peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net 

Accountant:  Julie Streid……..…..…....(x1340) 
             juliestreid@stthomas-church.net 

 
Tuition Coordinator: Pat Wombacher..(x1341)              

  patwombacher@stthomas-school.net 
 
CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon ………………. 
  (309)339-4775 ..ccd@stthomas-church.net   

 
Director of Faith Formation:  Mary Cushing…. 

marycushing@stthomas-school.net 
 

Parish Nurse:  Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)       
   parishnurse@stthomas-church.net 

  
Music Coordinator:  Ann Horst…...... 682-5507       
Annulment Consultant:   

               John Mackoway………….699-5213   
 
 

Stay in Touch 
 

1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class.  Link can 
be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App 

2. Download My Parish App to receive 
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download). 

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.  
(Email parishoffice@ 

        stthomas-church.net to sign up). 
4. Bookmark the parish webpage     
       (stthomaspeoria.org). 
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From Our Pastor 

 
 
 
 

In addition to celebrating the Fourth of July, 
please also remember our patron, St. Thomas 
the Apostle, whom we honor on Monday, July 
3rd.  Masses on Monday will be at 7:00 and 8:00 
a.m.  Mass on Independence Day will be only 
at 9 AM. 
  
It is good to know something about the life of 
our patron.  I suggest taking some time to look 
up information about St. Thomas.  You might 
look online, especially at sites like 
catholic.org, newadvent.org, newmanministry.

com, christianapostles.com, and ewtn.com.   
These sites can offer you insight into the 
traditions and the importance of St. Thomas as 
one of the Twelve Apostles. 
  
In the United States, we continue to focus on 
the Eucharist and respond to the Bishops’ call 

for a Eucharistic Revival.  Since every good 
work should begin with prayer, I commend to 
you a traditional prayer related to the 
Eucharist:  The Anima Christi, meaning Soul of 

Christ. 
  
Soul of Christ, sanctify me. 

Body of Christ, save me. 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me. 

Water from the side of Christ, wash me. 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me. 

O good Jesus, hear me. 

Within your wounds, conceal me. 

Do not permit me to be parted from you. 

From the evil foe, protect me. 

At the hour of my death, call me. 

And bid me come to you, 

to praise you with all your saints 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

  
Notice how we call upon physical parts of 
Jesus’ life (the body, blood, water, soul, 

passion, and wounds of Christ) to ask for 
spiritual gifts (sanctification, salvation, washing, 
strengthening).  I share this prayer as a beautiful 
way to call about Jesus, especially after we 
have received Him in Communion. 
 
- -Msgr. Gray  

Readings for the Week of July 2, 2023 

Sunday Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Kings 4: 8-11, 14-16a; Romans 6: 3-4, 8-11;  
 Matthew 10: 37-42 
 

Monday St. Thomas, Apostle 

 Ephesians 2: 19-22; John 20: 24-29 
  
Tuesday Independence Day 

 Genesis 19: 15-29 OR 1 Kings 3: 11-14 OR Isaiah 9: 1-6;  
 James 3: 13-18 OR Colossians 3: 12-15; Matthew 8: 23-27 
 OR Matthew 22: 15-21 OR John 20: 19-23 
  

Wednesday St. Elizabeth of Portugal 

 Genesis 21: 5, 8-20a; Matthew 8: 28-34 
  

Thursday St. Maria Goretti, Virgin & Martyr  

 Genesis 22: 1b-19; Matthew 9: 1-8 

   
Friday Genesis 23: 1-4, 19; 24: 1-8, 62-67; Matthew 9: 9-13 
 
Saturday Genesis 27: 1-5, 15-29; Matthew 9: 14-17 
  
Sunday Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Zechariah 9: 9-10; Romans 8: 9, 11-13;  
 Matthew 11: 25-30 

Mass Intentions 

Monday, July 3, 2023     
 7:00 a.m. Betty & Charles Ginoli/Keats Hunt 
 8:00 a.m. Teresa Walker/The Schachtrups 
   
Tuesday, July 4, 2023 

 9:00 a.m. Barbara Adams 
   
Wednesday, July 5, 2023 
 7:00 a.m. Winifred Haughney/Mike & Theresa Haughney 
 8:00 a.m. John & Colleen Pearl/The Barkley Family 
   
Thursday, July 6, 2023 
 7:00 a.m. Joseph P. Kelly/John & Amy Kelly 
 8:00 a.m. Nicole Dickerson  
           
Friday, July 7, 2023 

 7:00 a.m. Mary Vogel Kelly/John & Amy Kelly  
 8:00 a.m. Glen Morton/Kim & J.T. Kellock  
 
Saturday, July 8, 2023 
 8:00 a.m. Jack & Frances McGinn/Mary Eaton  
 5:00 p.m. Eugene Poignant/Dianna & Chris Russick 
   
Sunday, July 9, 2023 

 8:00 a.m. Del Bertschy/Family 
    10:00 a.m.  Fred Darche/Judy Wombacher 
      5:00 p.m. Jackie McNamara/The Messmer Family 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 

Shirley Klaczynski,  mother of Karen Leali 

Weekly Collection 
  June 25, 2023 

Fiscal YTD 
Collections needed ............................. $20,000 ................................... $1,040,000 
Sunday Collections .............................. $10,613 ...................................... $671,295 
Electronic Collections……..…...……....$4,056…..………….…...….….$210,948 
Total Collected ..................................... $14,669 ...................................... $882,243 

Over/(Short) ........................................  $(5,331) ................................... $(157,757) 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.   Thank you for your      

support.  

Week of July 2
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL AND PANTRY COLLECTIONS  This Weekend 

SIGN-UP FOR FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION  This Weekend after all Masses, 
narthex 

MEN’S BASKETBALL  Sunday, July 2, 7:00 p.m.,  School Gym 

ST. THOMAS PARISH SOLEMNITY  Monday, July 3, 7:00 & 8:00 Masses 

JULY 4 MASS  Tuesday, July 4, 9:00 a.m., Church 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED  Tuesday, July 4, Independence Day 

ADORATION  Friday, July 7, after 8:00 a.m. Mass until Benediction at 7:00 
p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS   

 Extra Confessions Weekend July 16 

    St. Thomas Holy Hour July 20 

 St. Thomas Golf Outing August 25 

Once each month we pause to spend time before our 
Lord during the hours of Adoration.  Please consider 

signing up to spend some time in quiet prayer with our 
Lord. 

Friday, July 7 

Beginning after 8:00 a.m. Mass and continuing 
throughout the day, until Benediction at 7:00 p.m. 

Pray with the Pope 
July 2023 

For a Eucharistic life 

We pray that Catholics may place the 
celebration of the Eucharist at the heart of their 
lives, transforming human relationships in a very 
deep way and opening to the encounter with 

God and all their brothers and sisters.  

Sponsor of the Week  

Solemnity of St. Thomas 
Monday, July 3rd is the feast of St. Thomas the Apostle.  Please join us at 
either the 7:00 or 8:00 a.m. Mass to help us celebrate our Parish Solemnity. 

Holy Hour for the Rights of the 

Unborn  

Saint Mark Church  
1113 W. Bradley Avenue 
7:00 p.m. June 5th, 2023  

 Holy Hour  consists of Benediction, the Rosary, 
and other prayers. Please join us in prayer for 
the protection of these innocent lives and the 

restoration of their Constitutional rights.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas - Food 

Pantry 
 

Help Desperately Needed!   
The food pantry is seeing an 

increase in the number of families 
seeking food assistance over the 
past few months. As a result, we 
are critically low on shelf-stable 
items that we routinely offer our 
visitors on a monthly basis. Items 

needed are: macaroni and 
cheese, rice, cereal, crackers, 

boxed potato/pasta sides, pasta 
sauce and dried pasta, canned 
meats, peanut butter and jelly, 
canned fruits and vegetables, 

canned soups, Hamburger 
Helper, pancake mix and syrup 

and canned beans. Please 
consider providing some of these 
items for our neighbors in need.  If 
you are unable to shop just give a 

donation and we will do the 
shopping. 

 

Any help you can give is greatly 
appreciated…thank you so 

much!  

Catholic Women's League 

Rosary, Social, and 

Mass 

Sacred Heart Church 
504 Fulton St. 

Peoria, IL 61602 
 

Tuesday, July 11th  
10:00 a.m. Rosary with  

Social following 
12:05 pm Mass 

 

All are welcome to attend the three 

events 

Comet Cash 
Purchasing, and using Comet Cash is a great way to support our students and school.  We work with a company called 
RaiseRight, found at www.raiseright.com. I encourage you to take a look at their website to find out more about Scrip. You 
can create an account, see what vendors are available, start shopping, and start SAVING. Even better, you can receive email 
updates directly from them about special bonus rebates and offers. Visit the website raiseright.com or search the App Store for 
the RaiseRight App and start saving on the go! Our school code is 7F89FB447759.  

 

Kroger no longer utilizes a rebate program. Instead, they contribute to the PTO through their Community Rewards program. On 
Kroger’s website, under your Plus Card, go to Account Summary - Community Rewards - enter 10452 or search St. Thomas. 

Please register, every little bit helps! Must re-enroll every year.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Allison Buckardt at aebuckardt@gmail.com OR 309-231-0449  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 July 2023 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 
On August 14, 2021, a powerful earthquake 
measuring 7.2 on the Richter scale struck within 
100 miles of the Haitian capitol of Port-au-
Prince.  More than 2,000 people were killed, 
12,000 injured, and 300 were missing.  Then 
widespread damage to houses and other 
structures was worsened by a tropical storm 
that hit the island shortly afterward.  In 
responding to the urgent needs of the victims 
of these disasters, Pope Francis donated 
€200,000 through the Vatican’s Dicastery for 

Promoting Integral Human Development to 
support immediate emergency relief efforts in 
the most affected dioceses in Haiti. 
 
Your contribution to the Peter’s Pence 

collection helps fund not only all the activities 
of the dicasteries of the Roman Curia that assist 
the pope in the exercise of his ministry, but also 
a number of solidarity projects that aid those 
most in need.  To learn more about the ways in 
which this collection supports the Holy Father’s 

ministry of mercy, visit https://

www.obolodisanpietro.va/en/cos-e-l-

obolo.html (English) 
https://www.obolodisanpietro.va/es/cos-e-l-

obolo.html (Español). 
 
Please prayerfully consider supporting this 
year’s collection as an act of mercy and 

charity.  Join our brothers and sisters in faith 
from around the globe to help Pope Francis 
carry out his ministry to the Universal Church 
and reach out to the most marginalized in our 
world. 
 
Thank you and may God bless you abundantly, 
      
  Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 

When you go to the poor, you encounter Jesus 
While writing this Vincentian monthly bulletin message to our St. 
Thomas Parish Family I am reminded of a verse from:  Matthew 
25: 37-40 
Then the righteous will answer him saying, “Lord, when did we see 

you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  And when did we 

see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?  And 

when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?”  And the King will 

answer them, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these 

my brothers, you did it to me.” 

 

When we see the world and all its problems today many contemplate, 
“How can I really make a difference?”  You can and it starts here within 
our Parish Community.  Over the course of just a few months your St. 
Thomas SVDP team has encountered an unprecedented amount of need 
from our call center and food pantry.  The situation is serious and 
unfortunately I believe not trending in a positive direction.  All of us, 
regardless of our personal state of affairs, is financially and spiritually much 
better off than our brethren requesting a helping hand.  Sometimes, that 
can be a hard notion to swallow, but deep down in our hearts where 
Christ comes to say hello, we know it’s the truth.  Our Federal, State, 

County, & Local governments are offering assistance, but we as Christians 
have to pick up the deficit.  The need is real.  The reward is great! 
 

This is not a plea for one time assistance, but rather an ongoing pledge.  
Most of our neighbors asking for assistance are looking for a hand up, not 
a hand out.  Many circumstances, some in their control and many not, 
have put them at a crossroads in life.  We have all been there, in some 
shape or form, during our journey through life.  We were given that hands 
up assistance.  Christ taught us to not judge, lest we be judged.  If your 
intention and heart are true to His teachings then we will all be better and 
wiser. 
 

Christ said Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to God what 

belongs to God.  We are all asked to give a lot in today’s world.  Taxes, 

expenses, tuition, food, and shelter for our families, etc.  Where do we 
draw the line?  Only individually or collectively in a family setting do we 
know the answer.  The answer is found in our hearts and conscience.  
When you pray ask Him for that assistance.  He will answer.  He just wants 
you to ask! 
 

In summary, give what you can each month and for as long as you can.  
That can be in the form of monetary funds, food, clothing, personal 
hygiene items, etc…  We have neighbors who need a good bed 

(mattress, box springs, frame—which is in good used shape) to sleep on.   
If you have extra food please see that it finds its way to our food pantry.  
There are many options.  If you have the assistance we promise to get 
that assistance to the proper avenue. 
 

From all of us at SVDP St. Thomas, including the neighbors we serve, our 
deepest appreciation for what you and yours have done in the past and 
going forward.  Those in need we serve are most grateful for the help you 
generously give to them and they constantly ask us to please say thanks.  
As Christians, we cannot cut ourselves off from the affairs of the world, but 
we should never compromise our beliefs and values.  Our decisions and 
loyalties must be decided by what furthers the common good, the basis 
for our Christian faith. 
     Humbly, 
     Brian Barkley   

Bukoba Mission Appeal 
 

As a result of your donations, we were able to 
send $24,456 toward the construction of one of 
the outstation churches in the Bukoba Diocese. 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form. 
 
Last Name _________________________________________________ 
 
First Name(s) _______________________________________________ 
 
Email ______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone______________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________________       ZIP________________ 
 
Phone ______________________________________________________ 
 
New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______ 

Emmaus Days 2023  
 

Sessions 3 and 4 will be held at Peoria Notre 
Dame High School (this is an update as of April 
2023). Led by seminarians, participants hear 
God’s call to become real Christian men. The 

experience includes prayer, talks and activities 
like basketball, soccer, ultimate frisbee and 
card games.  
 

Session 3       July 16-19, 2023                                  

High School Freshmen & Sophomores  
Peoria Notre Dame High School   
          
Session 4       July 19-21, 2023 

Seventh & Eighth Graders  
Peoria Notre Dame High School  

Please join Peoria Cursillo for our  

July Ultreya 
 

2023 Theme:  We Are Companions on the Journey 
Saturday, July 8; 4:30 p.m.  

St. Philomena Catholic Church 
1000 W. Albany Ave.  

 

Join us for the parish Mass, talk (in the parish hall), 
and social time!  Speaker:  Bobbie English 
Hosts: Bobby & Gloria Khoury 
Social Time with beverages and snacks  
Guests are encouraged and welcome!   
Families are welcome! 
Reservation forms for Men's Cursillo weekend #1220 
on Aug. 24-27 and Women's Cursillo weekend 
#1221 on Oct. 19-21 at St. Anthony will be 
available. 
You can contact the Cursillo Office at 309/676-
5587; cursillopeoria@gmail.com for more 
information. 

Volunteers Needed 
 

Are you ready to share your faith with a servant's heart? 
Kindness is key when you volunteer at Sophia's Kitchen! 
It is fun, busy work in a fast paced kitchen as we feed 300 to 500 guests 
each day. You’ll be chopping food, cooking, serving lunches or 

dishwashing during your 4 hour shift. We’ll ask for a morning or afternoon 

commitment once a week. To apply, visit www.CatholicPeoria.com.  
 

Sophia's Kitchen, 105 N Richard Pryor Place, next to St. Joseph Church. 

2023 Teens Encounter Christ (TEC) 

 Weekends 
The Teens Encounter Christ (TEC) experience has 
been in the Diocese of Peoria since 1973 and has 
benefited thousands of teens as they seek to 
grow in their personal relationship with God.  TEC 
is a youth outreach community of the Roman 
Catholic tradition; however, teens of other tradi-
tions are welcome and have found TEC to be an 
experience which helps them develop a stronger 
commitment to their own church.  There are 
many things you give to your children, but only 
two things have immeasurable value ... your love 
and your faith.  We believe TEC helps the teen-
ager see these gifts in a new light at a most cru-
cial time in their development. 
Boys TEC 372 will be held at Peoria Notre Dame 
High School July 22-24, 2023 and Girls TEC 373 will 
be held on October 7-9, 2023, also at PND. 
Please complete your application to join us    
today at Peoriatec.org.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How to Submit Bulletin Information
Send information for the bulletin to 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
with subject Bulletin. 

Submissions are due by Friday 
noon, one full week prior. 

Send images or logos separately 
as attachments.  

Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.  Please, DO 
NOT  send PDFs.

Parish Office Hours 
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail.  To leave 
a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press:

3  - Msgr. Gray
0  - Terri– Administrative Assist.

1340  - Julie-Accounting
1341  - Pat-Tuition

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are 
welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office 
downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main 
Sacristy upstairs.  The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. every day.

Sacrament of Baptism
Parents participate in a 
Baptism class before 
the Baptism of their first 
child. Contact the   
Parish Office to sched-
ule the class.

Confessions
Saturday  4:00-4:45pm 

& 
6:00 p.m.-until last   
confession heard.

Green For Life
Your full-service waste and 
recycling services provider.

309.688.0760  |  gflenv.com

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN

SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING • ASPHALT SEALING

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter

www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

Get your business headed
in the right direction.

Contact Don Roe
616.340.8580 or droe@diocesan.com

A D V E R T I S E  H E R E

Illinois CatholicMatch.com/goIL

WPMJ 94.3 FM

© 2023 DIOCESAN
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campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606
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