
St. Thomas the Apostle 
Parish Staff 

 

Office Hours:  M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
 

904 East Lake Avenue,  
Peoria Heights, IL 61616 

stthomaspeoria.org;  309-688-3446 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 

 

Pastor:  Msgr. Jason A. Gray….…..(x3) 
            msgrgray@stthomas-church.net 

Parochial Vicar:  Fr. Leopold Mushobozi..….(x4) 
Fr_Leo@stthomas-church.net 

 
Fr. Fortunatus Rutaihwa..….In Residence 

 

Sacristan:  Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB       
       (688-3500);  fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com  

 
Deacon:    Dcn. John Nelson……...981-2716 
      Dcn. Ed Mallow…….….360-7735 
      Dcn. Mark Kelsch (Senior Status) 

 

Director of Faith Formation:   
Mary Cushing………………(x1310) 

marycushing@stthomas-church.net 
 

School Principal:  Maureen Bentley....(x1210) 
  maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net 

 
Administrative Assistant: Terri Moon…..…(x0) 

             terrimoon@stthomas-church.net 

Bulletin Editor:  Peggy Sullivan……......(x1301) 
      peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net 

Accountant:  Julie Streid……..…..…....(x1340) 
             juliestreid@stthomas-church.net 

 
Tuition Coordinator: Pat Wombacher..(x1341)              

  patwombacher@stthomas-school.net 
 
CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon ………………. 
  (309)339-4775 ..ccd@stthomas-church.net   

 
Parish Nurse:  Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)       

   parishnurse@stthomas-church.net 
  

Music Coordinator: Ann Horst..(309)208-4862       
 

Annulment Consultant:   
               John Mackoway………….699-5213   

 
 

Stay in Touch 
 

1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class.  Link can 
be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App 

2. Download My Parish App to receive 
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download). 

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.  
(Email parishoffice@ 

        stthomas-church.net to sign up). 
4. Bookmark the parish webpage     
       (stthomaspeoria.org). 
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From Our Pastor

It was a joy last weekend to celebrate 

the work that has been done in the 

Church. I also look forward to completing of 

the tile work in the narthex. With this, we can 

return from construction to our more normal 

routines. Please join us this Sunday after 10:00 

a.m. Mass for our parish picnic. We look 

forward to welcoming our parish and school 

families for this end of summer event.

Many of you supported the backpack 

giveaway which benefited families in need in 

the Peoria Heights School District and at St. 

Thomas School. A special thank you to those 

who helped organize that effort, which was 

very appreciated by many families. Thank you 

also to those who donated to the St. Vincent 

de Paul Society during their time of need.

Beginning on Saturdays, I invite parishioners to 

give 30 minutes of your time after Saturday 

morning Mass to keep the church clean. From 

8:30 to 9:00 am, volunteers can help vacuum, 

sweep, and dust to keep things looking fresh 

and welcoming for the weekend 

Masses. Please stop by on Saturday if you 

would like to help. Service hours are available 

for those who need them.

Everyone can do their part by straightening up 

when you leave Mass. The missalettes and 

hymnals will last longer if they are turned down 

in the hymnal rack with their spines up.

As our ushers return to the practice of taking up 

the collection, I draw your attention to our 

regular need at St. Thomas. The Sunday 

offertory pays for the personnel, utilities and 

supplies needed by the Church. It also helps 

subsidize St. Thomas School as our primary 

apostolate.

You can help us make our budget by your 

contributions. If you haven’t increased your 

giving, please consider doing so to keep up 

with rising costs. If you haven’t given regularly, 

consider making a consistent gift in the offertory 

basket. We can provide envelopes if you need 

them. Many parishioners prefer to give 

electronically, either through a bill pay service 

you may use, or by using the parish website 

and clicking Giving and Donate Now. You can 

set up a monthly recurring gift through the 

website. If you would like us to handle your 

donation, we are able to provide direct debit 

service.

Thank you for your support of St. Thomas.

- -Msgr. Gray 

Readings for the Week of August 11, 2024

Sunday Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1 Kings 19: 4-8; Ephesians 4: 30—5: 2; John 6: 41-51 

Monday St. Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious

Ezekiel 1: 2-5, 24-28c; Matthew 17: 22-27

Tuesday Sts. Pontian, Pope, & Hippolytus, Martyrs 

Ezekiel 2: 8—3: 4; Matthew 18: 1-5, 10, 12-14

Wednesday St. Maximillian Kolbe, Priest & Martyr

Ezekiel 9: 1-7; 10: 18-22; Matthew 18: 15-20

Vigil Mass: 1 Chronicles 15: 3-4, 15-16; 16: 1-2; 1 Corinthians 

15: 54b-57; Luke 11: 27-28

Thursday The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Revelation 11: 19a; 12: 1-6a, 10ab; 1 Corinthians 15: 20-27; 

Luke 1: 39-56

Friday St. Stephen of Hungary

Ezekiel 16: 1-15, 60, 63 OR Ezekiel 16: 59-63; 

Matthew 19: 3-12

Saturday Ezekiel 18: 1-10, 13b, 30-32; Matthew 19: 13-15

Sunday Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Proverbs 9: 1-6; Ephesians 5: 15-20; John 6: 51-58 

Mass Intentions
Sunday, August 11, 2024

8:00 a.m. Matt Leali/Mark & Barb Ruff (correction)

Monday, August 12, 2024

7:00 a.m. Msgr. Maurice Salmon/Jack & Margaret Weinstein

8:00 a.m. Rita Williams/The Mallow Family 

Tuesday, August 13, 2024

7:00 a.m. Judy Campbell 

8:00 a.m. Sr. Diane Marie, OSF

Wednesday, August 14, 2024

7:00 a.m. Fred Darche

8:00 a.m. Fr. Paul Stark, S.J.

5:30 p.m. Anthony Gray/John & Sonia Nelson

Thursday, August 15, 2024

7:00 a.m. Sr. Bernadette Kouri, FSJB 

12:15 p.m. Carmelite Community/Cherie Fauth 

2:30 p.m. Jim Hagemann/The Hagemann Family

5:30 p.m. For the People

Friday, August 16, 2024

7:00 a.m. John Pusey 

8:00 p.m. Mark Brewer/Linh Luong 

Saturday, August 17, 2024

8:00 a.m. Matt Leali 

5:00 p.m. Jim Zogby/Trudy Morton 

Sunday, August 18, 2024

8:00 a.m. For the People

10:00 a.m. Deceased Members of Barkley Family/The Barkley 

Family 

5:00 p.m. Phillip Braet/Chris & Amy Braet & Family

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy

Rita Williams,  mother of Maureen Williams and 

Dave Williams 

Week of August 11
PARISH PICNIC Sunday, August 11, 11:00 a.m., Back Parking Lot

MEN’S BASKETBALL  Sunday, August 11, 7:00 p.m., School Gym 

ROSARY Tuesday, August 13, 10:00 a.m., Daily Mass Chapel

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  Tuesday, August 13, 7:00 p.m., Parish Hall

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION MASSES  Wednesday, August 14, 5:30 p.m., 

Thursday, August 15, 7:00 a.m., 12:15. 2:30, & 5:30 p.m.

IGNATIUS BIBLE STUDY  Thursday, August 15, 6:00 p.m., Parish Hall

ST. THOMAS HOLY HOUR  Thursday, August 15, 7:00 p.m., Church

REGISTRATION FOR TMIY & WOW  After all weekend Masses, August 17 & 18

UPCOMING EVENTS

Millions of Monicas August 27

OCIA & CCD begin September 4

Adoration September 6

Women of the Word begins September 12

TMIY begins September 13 

Golf outing September 20

Weekly Collection
August 4, 2024

Fiscal YTD

Collections needed.............................$20,000......................................$100,000

Sunday Collections..............................$16,729........................................$70,482

Electronic Collections………..………...$5,650….….….......….….………$15,621

Total Collected………………...……….$22,379…....................................$86,103

Over/(Short). .......................................... $2,379.....................................$(13,897)

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our                     

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection. Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.   Thank you for your      

support. 

Pray with the Pope
August 2024

For Political Leaders

Let us pray that political 

leaders be at the service 

of their own people, 

working for integral human 

development and the common 

good, taking care of those who 

have lost their jobs and giving 

priority to the poor. 

The Feast of 

the 

Assumption
Mass Times

Wednesday, August 14th, 

5:30 pm

Thursday, August 15th,

7:00 a.m., 12:15, 2:30, & 5:30 p.m.

That Man Is You will be 

back at St. Thomas this Fall, 

starting Friday, September 

19, 2024. We have a 

tremendous lineup of 

speakers, all centered around the theme of 

Worthy of the Call. That Man Is You has been at 

St. Thomas for 10 years, and many men find it to 

be not only spiritually enriching, but a great 

way to meet other men from the parish. Our 

sessions will run on Friday mornings, with doors 

opening at 6:00 am for breakfast and 

fellowship. The Video Program with the 

Presenter will start at 6:30 and we will conclude 

by 7:30 am. There is no charge to participate in 

That Man Is You.

All men of the Parish are encouraged to 

participate and to invite other men.

Registration will take place after all Masses on 

August 17 and August 18. You can also register 

by sending an email to George Burek 

at georgeburek@yahoo.com and include: 

Name, address, phone, email address, age, 

marital status, and parish.

We’re looking forward to another excellent 

year of That Man Is You! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Chess Club Coach Needed
The STS Chess Club needs a new 

coach beginning in the Fall!  If you 

have a passion for the game and 

can meet with students on Tuesday 

mornings before school starts, 7:45-8:15 a.m., 

you could be that coach!

If interested please contact Principal Maureen 

Bentley at maureenbentley@stthomas-

school.net or call 309-688-3446, Ex. 1210.

If you have a 1st-8th grade student not attending a Catholic 

school we would be grateful to have her/him join us for CCD.  

Please scan to register.

To pay electronically please use link at the end of the registration form.  

Tuition can also be paid via check or cash. Make checks payable to St. 

Thomas CCD (may be dropped at church office or in marked envelope in 

collection basket at church).

Tuition:

1 Student $90.00 ($125 w/ sacrament)

2 Students $135.00 ($170 w/ sacrament)

3+ Students $165.00 ($200 w/ sacrament)

Contact information: 

Liz Plaskon, CCD Coordinator CCD@StThomas-Church.net (309) 339-4775

Sponsor of the Week

Sophia Showalter’s Eagle Scout Project

Collection for Women’s     

Care Center
The Women’s Care Center provides crucial 

support to pregnant women and mothers fac-

ing challenging circumstances.  This project’s 

imitative is to gather essential items such as 

diapers, baby wipes, formula, clothing, and 

other items which will be distributed to mothers 

in need who visit the center.

Specific Items Needed

 4-7 diapers

 Pull-ups, any size

 Clothes (new) - newborn to 5T  

 Wipes

Any other Baby supplies/necessities are        

also encouraged

More information:  (309)264-3724 or 

chrisshowalter70@gmail.com

Drop off August 17 & 18 at Church,

Please Mark For:  Women’s Care Center

Cafeteria Helper Needed
St. Thomas School is in need of a cafeteria 

helper.  The hours for this position are 10:30 a.m.

—1:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

If interested contact Mrs. Maureen Bentley at 

maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net
School Mass Schedule

School Masses for the 2024/2025 school year will be at 2:30 p.m. each 

Thursday beginning August 15th.  On Thursdays when there is a school 

Mass there will not be an 8:00 a.m. Mass.

The rare weeks the school Mass is on a different day it will be clearly     

noted in the Mass listing.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form.

Last Name ______________________________________________________

First Name(s) __________________________________Mr __ Mrs __  Ms ___

Email ____________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________       ZIP________________

Phone ___________________________________________________________

New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______

St. Thomas - Food Pantry

Critical Needs
The food pantry has reached a critical shortage of food and funds, 

but the community need remains at an all-time high. Please 

consider donating one or more of the following foods (or funds) 

soon to help us continue to serve our brothers and sisters in 

need. Thank you so much for your consideration! 

Rice, Boxed pasta, stuffing & potato side dishes, Mac and Cheese, 

Cereal, Crackers, Pasta Sauce & Dry Pasta Canned Meat, Peanut 

Butter & Jelly, Canned Fruit and Vegetables, Pancake Mix, Syrup,  

Canned Soup, Canned or Dry Beans (Legumes), Hamburger/

Chicken/Tuna Helper 

Thank you for your generous support! 

Life Teen
Meeting Schedule

Meetings rotate between St. Thomas,               

St. Vincent, and St. Ann

Life Teen Kickoff Sunday Sept. 8 6-8pm            

(St. Thomas)

Cursilllo Weekends

Next Men’s weekend: Aug. 22-25, 2024

Next Women’s Weekend: Oct. 24-27, 2024

Weekends held at St. Anthony Catholic Church 

in Bartonville

For more information, call (309) 676-5587 or visit 

peoriacursillo.org.

Please join us for the 5th annual Randy Simmons 

Race for PND! The 5K race will be held August 

17 at 6:00 pm. The race will start at Heritage 

Square in Peoria Heights.

There will be a hydration station and entertain-

ment along the way. There is also a 1 mile fun 

run/walk. Join the post race party with live mu-

sic in Heritage Square after the run! Kids and 

families are welcome.

All proceeds from the race provide scholarships 

for PND students! Sign up online at https://

raceroster.com/.../randy-simmons-memorial-

5k-run. Packet pick up is the day before the race (August 16) from 

2:00-6:00pm at Running Central. Hope to see you there! 

Can you help put     

Sophia's Kitchen Floor 

Fund over the top?

We're making great progress 

on our Floor Fundraiser! We're 

over 60% there, with more pledges coming in. 

Thank you to everyone who has helped make 

new flooring a reality. Our aging floor is in great 

disrepair due to the heavy traffic it receives 

and age. Your donations, marked FLOOR 

FUND, will put Sophia's Kitchen back on firm 

footing so we can continue to serve those in 

need in Peoria. Donations can be made 

at www.CatholicPeoria.org or Sophia's Kitchen, 

105 N Richard Pryor Place, Peoria, IL 61605. Be 

sure to designate your donation to the FLOOR 

FUND. God bless you!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How to Submit Bulletin Information
Send information for the bulletin to 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
with subject Bulletin. 

Submissions are due by Friday 
noon, one full week prior. 

Send images or logos separately 
as attachments.  

Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.  Please, DO 
NOT send PDFs.

Parish Office Hours 
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail.  To leave 

a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press:

3  - Msgr. Gray

0  - Terri– Administrative Assist.

1340  - Julie-Accounting

1341  - Pat-Tuition

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are 

welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office 

downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main 

Sacristy upstairs.  The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m. every day.

Sacrament of Baptism
Parents participate in a 
Baptism class before 
the Baptism of their first 
child. Contact the   
Parish Office to sched-
ule the class.

Confessions
Saturday  4:00-4:45pm 

& 
6:00 p.m.-until last   
confession heard.

Green For Life
Your full-service waste and 
recycling services provider.

309.688.0760  |  gflenv.com

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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