
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Msgr. Jason A. Gray………………..(x3)
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Leopold Mushobozi.. (x4)
Fr_Leo@stthomas-church.net

Priest in Residence: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester
OSF Chaplain

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson……...981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch (Senior Status)

Director of Faith Formation:
Kate Crim…………… …(x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)
parishnurse@stthomas-church.net

Music Coordinator: Steven Harms……………..
steveharms@stthomas-church.net

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class. Link can

be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).
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OCIA Schedule
Dec 3: Blessed Virgin Mary, Rosary
Dec 10: Orders, Religious Life
Dec 17: Marriage
Dec 24: No Class
Dec 31: No Class

Jan 7: Liturgical year, Church tour, Mass
practice

Food Pantry Family
Advent Calendar of Giving

In the spirit of the preparation of our hearts for the coming of our Savior, here is
a meaningful way to share our treasures with neighbors who are struggling with
food insufficiency. Place one food item in a box each day from December 1st
through December 24th. When the box is complete, bring it to the church as a
donation to the food pantry. The items below are representative of the canned

goods each food pantry family receives each month.

Merry Christmas to you and yours from the Food Pantry!

12/1 Mac and Cheese 12/13 Dry Pasta
12/2 Mac and Cheese 12/14 Can of Soup
12/3 Bag of Rice 12/15 Can of Soup
12/4 Boxed Side Dish 12/16 Can of Veggies
12/5 Box of Cereal 12/17 Can of Veggies
12/6 Box of Saltines 12/18 Can of Veggies
12/7 Can of Meat 12/19 Can of Veggies
12/8 Pasta Sauce 12/20 Can of Veggies
12/9 Can of Fruit 12/21 Bag of Dried Beans
12/10 Can of Fruit 12/22 Jelly
12/11 Peanut Butter 12/23 Can of Chili or Stew
12/12 Skillet Dinner Kit 12/24 Box of Cereal Bars

Our December bulletin article is
dedicated to you, our St. Thomas
parishioners. We thank you so

much for your prayers and your generous
contributions to the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul. Your prayers and financial support are
what enable us to help the poor. You are the
foundation of our mission. We couldn’t do this
without you.

The St. Vincent de Paul Society at St. Thomas
helps approximately 40 to 45 families per
month. Their needs are many, generally due to
a situational change in their lives such as a job
loss, a reduction in work hours, costly car
repairs, an illness, an accident, or sometimes
simply due to the circumstances of their birth.
Your donations are spent helping the needy get
their situational setback resolved. Your
generosity prevents evictions, water or Ameren
shut-offs, helps buy furniture for the homeless
who are finally able to rent an apartment, and
the list goes on. We tell those whom we serve
that you are their source of help. They pray for
you and are most grateful to you. Again, we
thank you. God bless you.

If you are interested in joining the St. Vincent de
Paul Society, please call the church office at
688-3446, and a member who can answer your
questions will contact you. Those of us who
serve the needy through the Society know that
we receive much more than we give.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Volunteers Needed 
A few good women, or men, are needed to fill 
Usher positions at the 8:00 a.m. Sunday Mass. 

You can sign up for one, or more, Sundays 
each month.  Go to:  Login  for the Ministry 

Scheduler Pro (link is also on the Parish website) 
and register if you are a new user, or sign-in, 

and choose your dates. 

If you have any questions about Ushering 
please see any of our current Ushers. 

Holy Hour 
  Knights of Columbus  

4th Degree 
Tuesday, December 9, 2025  7:00 pm  

Chapel 

Fr. Leo will lead the Holy Hour 

CATHOLIC 
WOMEN’S 
LEAGUE 

CHRISTMAS TEA 

SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 14 

1:30-3:30 

ST PHILOMENA 
PARISH CENTER 

1:30 WELCOME 
       PRAYER 

1:45 TEA  
  SCONES 
  SANDWICHES 
  DESSERTS 

3:00 ENTERTAIN 
        MENT  
3:30 CLOSING 

  PRAYER 

RSVP BY 
  December 5 

Clip & Mail Check 
to: 
CWL  
PO Box 9674 
Peoria IL  61612 
with your name, 
phone, and num-
ber of guests and 
guests names. 

Adults $35 
Teens $20 (13-18) 
Child   $10 (5-12) 
Table of 6 $200 

Questions: 
Call or Text 
Ann Gerardo 
630-464-8474

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

First Sunday of Advent   November 30, 2025
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