St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616
stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Msgr. Jason A. Gray.................... (x3)
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Leopold Mushobozi.. (x4)
Fr_Leo@stthomas-church.net

Priest in Residence: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester
OSF Chaplain

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson.........981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow........... 360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch (Senior Status)

Director of Faith Formation:
Kate Crim............... ...(x1310)

katecrim@stthomas-church.net |

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)

maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
fraceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan.............(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton......... (x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty....(x1350)
parishnurse @stthomas-church.net

Music Coordinator: Steven Harms.................
steveharms@stthomas-church.net

Annulment Consultant:

John Mackoway............. 699-5213 |

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine.............
(309) 264-5815
Stay in Touch

1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class. Link can
be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).
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From Our Pastor

Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord! This
Bapftism is the moment in which Jesus began his
public ministry, and so today marks the end of
the Christmas Season and the return to Ordinary
Time. Let us recall our baptismal promises and
recommit ourselves to living our refusal to be
mastered by sin and our profession of faith in the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We also pray for our school children as they
begin a new semester after break. This weekend,
we will have our grade school children assist at
Mass followed by coffee and donuts after the
Sunday morning Masses.

| am grateful for the many cards and gifts offered
at Christmas time. Please know of my gratitude
for your generosity and your support of me and
of St. Thomas Parish. While the days around
Christmas and the new year are vacation for
many people, they are a more active time for
your priests. | will be fraveling for vacation this
week and | ask for your prayers for safety in
fravel. |look forward to seeing you next
weekend.

| am most grateful for the increased inferest in the
Cause for Archbishop Fulton Sheen. Since Bishop
Tylka announced the renovation of Spalding
Institute, increased excitement has surrounded
the Cause. The decision to begin again the
celebration of a Sheen Mass in New York has
added to the enthusiasm. Even beyond Peoria,
many of the faithful from around the world seem
fo be growing in their devotion. It is my hope
thaft this sense among the faithful of Sheen'’s
reputation of holiness will lead to progress on the
Cause in Rome.

- -Msgr. Gray

Join us for Coffee
and Donuts after

PN

Readings for the Week of January 11, 2024

Sunday The Baptism of the Lord
Isciah 42: 1-4, 6-7; Acts 10: 34-38;
Matthew 3: 13-17
Monday 1 Samuel 1: 1-8; Mark 1: 14-20
Tuesday St. Hilary, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
1 Samuel 1: 9-20; Mark 1: 21-28
Wednesday 1 Samuel 3: 1-10, 19-20; Mark 1: 29-39
Thursday 1Samuel 4: 1-11; Mark 1: 40-45
Friday 1 Samuel 8: 4-7, 10-22a; Mark 2: 1-12
Saturday St. Anthony, Abbot
1 Samuel 9: 1-4, 17-19; 10: 1; Mark 2: 13-17
Sunday Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

[saiah 49: 3, 5-6; 1 Corinthians 1: 1-3; John 1: 29-34

Mass Intentions

Monday, January 12, 2024
7:00 a.m. Intentions of Dr. Gary & Vivette Miller/Kevin Morrissey
8:00 a.m. Angela Kenney/Katy Mitchell

Tuesday, January 13, 2026
7:00 a.m. Don & Bonnie Strieder/Dcn. Ed & Cathy Mallow
8:00 a.m. Betty Vonachen

Wednesday, January 14, 2026
7:00 a.m. Jim & Angela Kenny/Rich & Colleen Lavin & Family
8:00 a.m. Raymundo Aguila Sr./Juanita Corrales

Thursday, January 15, 2026
7:00 a.m. Mariano Tolentino/The Sarmiento Family
Sch Mass Tho Dang/Phan & Tam Vu

Friday, January 16, 2026
7:00 a.m. Tom Burek/George & Connie Burek
8:00 a.m. Tho Dang/Linh Luong

Saturday, January 17, 2026
8:00 a.m. Mary Ann O'Neill/Family
5:00 p.m. Roger Tramel/Lynn Tramel

Sunday, January 18, 2026

8:00 a.m. Peggy Hessling/John & Sonia Nelson
7 10:00 a.m. For the People
SMWO‘&& VIADYVLWL@ 5:00 p.m. Befty Vonachen/Dcn. Ed & Cathy Mallow
Mass this weekend
St. Thomas the Apostle Church Page 2 Peoria Heights, IL

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Week of January 11

COFFEE AND DONUTS After Sunday morning Masses this weekend

K of C CHILI COOKOFF Sunday, January 11, 1:00 p.m., Parish Halll

LIFETEEN Sunday, January 11, 6:00 p.m., Parish Hall

GRANDPARENTING & FAITH Monday, January 12, 9:00 a.m., Parish Hall

ROSARY Tuesday, January 13, 10:00 a.m., Chapel

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL Tuesday, January 13, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall

CCD Wednesday, January 14, 6:00 p.m., School

OCIA Wednesday, January 14, 7:00 p.m., Parish Hall

ST. IGNATIUS BIBLE STUDY January 15, 6:00 p.m., Parish Hall

CHURCH CLEANING Saturday following 8:00 a.m. Mass, Church
UPCOMING EVENTS

St. Thomas Holy Hour January 22
TMIY Resumes January 23

Pray with the Pope
January 2026 m
For Prayer With The Word Of God

Let us pray that praying with the

Word of God be nourishment for our Ly
lives and a source of hope in our )
communities, helping us build a more fraternal
and missionary Church.

Mark Olson, father of Jane Golowski and Patti
Keegan, grandfather to Katelyn Klusendor and
great-grandfather to Nolan and Bauer
Klusendorf, and Bode Olson

Our Sympathy

Mary Jean Lang

Baptism Congratulations

Theodore Joseph Stear, son of
Kelsey & Drew Stear

Weekly Collection
January 4, 2026

Fiscal YTD
Collections needed........cccoeeerveennennen. $20,400 ... $550,800
Sunday Collections.......ccceeeveecveecnen. STT,094 e, $350,512
Electronic Collections...................... ST1,525. e $183,063
Total Collected........coooiiiiiiiiieeenn. $22,619 e $533,575
OVer/(SNort) .., $2.219 e $(17.,225)

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our
mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with
your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection. Electronic
contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving
tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org. Thank you for your
support.

A

70 N

Let's take a moment to deepen our

understanding of God’s Word together! All high
school students are welcome. Dinner is

o 6:00PM-8:00PM o ST. THOMAS PARISH HALL

329 N.Westem

provided!

JANUARY 11TH

>/

PEORIA AREA

Sponsor of the Week

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

(309)833-1318
www.dmiheatingandair.com
24 hour emergency service
"free estimates on new
equipment installation”
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@ "9 YoureInvited!

§t. Thomas School warmly invites gou 10 join us
for a special and joyful occasion as we celebrate
the Blessing of our School Gym by Bishop Tylka.

Date: January 27th
Time: 9:00 AM
Location: St. Thomas School Gym

We are honored fo welcome Bishop Tulka as he
blesses our newly completed gym. Following the

ceremony, we invite all adults present t0 join us

for a small reception.

We look forward to sharing this meaningful
moment with our school families, parish
community, and friends.

Knights of Columbus Spalding Council #427

Chili
Cook-Off
January 11 @ 1:00 pm
St. Thomas Parish Hall
904 E Lake Ave., Peoria Heights
Proceeds fo WOMEN'S CARE CENTER

And Liquor Basket Raffle

All Parishioners Are Invited and Welcome!

GRANDPARENTING
& THE FAITH

MONDAY, JANUARY 12TH 9-10AM
ST THOMAS PARISH HALL

WE WILL BE VIEWING A MESSAGE FROM POPE LEO ON THE IMPORTANCE IN
OUR FAMILIES OF THE FAITH AND PRAYER OF GRANDPARENTS. AFTER
VIEWING HIS MESSAGE, OUR GROUP WILL ENGAGE IN A DISCUSSION

ABOUT SOME OF HIS MOST SALIENT POINTS.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

COFFEE AND PASTRIES PROVIDED

oy -55./
e 4 Gg

ST. THOMAS SCHOOL -~ 9
INVITES YOU TO

@

Satunday, Junﬁu'ly 24th @ 9-11 am

St. Thomas School Cafetenia
* Meet the Priincess Balletinas
* Face Painting * Snacks * Bounce
Houses
* School Scavengen Hunt & Mone!

Bible in a Year Discussion Group

If you are doing the Bible in a Year with Father Mike Schmitz
from Ascension Press and would like to discuss with other St.
Thomas parishioners, please call Susan at 703-403-1108.

Our discussion group is on Tuesday mornings at 8:45 a.m., lasting

about an hour.
You can still join us.

St. Thomas the Apostle Church

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Peoria Heights, IL



Join Us For Our

Pack the Pews @ 10 am Mass
Wear Your STS Spiritwear
Open House Immediately Following
Mass Until 1200 pm.

- Christ-Centered Learning Environment
- Exemplary Academics
- Safe, Secure Campus
- Athletics & Extra-Curriculars
- Pre-Care & After-Care Services
- FAinanclal Assistance Opportunities
Pre-3, Pre-K & Kinder 2026-2027

Reserve your spot todayl

John Lancaster Spalding

SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITY

$700,000 in scholarship funds éj
were allocated to students

across the Diocese of Peoria for ﬁy\k{m},/ ‘sﬁ

; .u'?
Sch%%zl,sYear |#309-685-2533 Teach Trrgbz:ilsdefv’:::c“n and P R O T O C 0 L S g ’ l E

Please contact:
Maureen Bentley, Principal the 2025-2026 school year!

maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

. K-8 student enrolled in a school within
Diocese of Peoria

@ Awards are for one school year only

. Need-Based Scholarship

HEAVEN
WAS OPENED AND . ?[t?‘tritit?'1rzerwwbr3r of the parish, in good
THE HOLY SPIRIT .
DESCENDED UPON HIM APRIL 24,2026
IN BODILY FORM
LIKE A DOVE.
Luke 3:21-22

Contact your school for 3y https//www.cdop.org/john-
more information! lancaster-spalding-scholarship

This scholarship opportunity is for students in grades K-12
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sigh up here!

Registration is now open

The Sheen's'Te Joliet on

June

S TEC #381 - JAN 17-19, .
TEC #382 - FEB 14-16, 2026

PEORIA

| Parish Registration

| Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the
| Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org. Under

| About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the

| form.

I Last Name

Mr_ Mrs__ Ms__

I First Name (s)

: Email

| Phone

I Address

: City. 2P

:Phone

LNew Parishioner Change of address/phone

St. Thomas - Food Pantry

Iltfems needed aft this fime are: Rice, Mac
and Cheese, Crackers, Pasta Sauce, Cereal,
Canned Meat, Peanut Butter & Jelly,
Canned Fruit and Vegetables, Pancake Mix,
Syrup, Canned or Dry Beans (Legumes),
Hamburger/Chicken/Tuna Helper

Thank you!

Kelly Needham Memorial
Blood Drive

The Kelly Needham Memorial Blood Drive will
be Saturday, Feb 21, 2026 from 8am-12pm in
the St. Philomena Parish Center. To make an
appointment, go online

to www.redcrossblood.org and type stphils in
the box at the top that says Find a Blood Drive.
You may also call St. Philomena at 309-682-
8642, ext. 2112.

Kelly was a Peoria native and graduate of both
St. Philomena School and Peoria Notre Dame
High School. Since our first drive in his memory in
2013, we have collected 703 pints - each pint
helping three people. Please give blood in
Kelly's memory.

ROSARY FOR PEACE

Every Tuesday at 10.00 AM

Where: Small Chage! - 5t Thomas Church

"Where two or three qather in My name, | am there amang them” Matthew B0

Prayers offared: Rosary, Ch rcy, and Few Spontaneous

Duratien: 30 minutes or fres 10 feave sarly
All parishioners and friends welcome

St. Thomas the Apostle Church

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Peoria Heights, IL



How to Submit Bulletin Information Sacrament of Baptism . o
Send information for the bulletin to || Parents participate in a Parish Office Hours

parishoffice@stthomas-church.net Baptism class befo.re. The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00
with subject Bulletin. the Baptism of their first | p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail. To leave
child. Contact the a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press:
Parish Office to sched-

Submissions are due by Friday 3 - Msgr. Gray
noon, one full week prior. ule the class. 0 - Terri- Administrative Assist.
1341 - Sheris—Finance & Tuition

Send images or logos separately 1310 - Mary-Faith Formation

as attachments.

Confessions If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are
Submissions may be edited for Saturday 200-4:45pm welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office
content and length. Please, DO . downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main

6:00 p.m.-until last
confession heard.

NOT send PDFs. Sacristy upstairs. The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00

p.m. every day.

| ? Diocesan is proud to be printing # _
¢ St. Shomas the Upastle’s Sunday Bulletin 1
s %

You are invited to help support our Parish!
For opportunities to advertise, please call 800-783-1623

H&A/I HEDIGER & MEYERS Grandview Capital Group
Insuring Your Business, Your Family, Your Future L = at Morgan Stanley
4208 PARTRIDGE WAY * P.O. BOX 3858 « PEORIA, IL 61612 i

— Parishioners — i\ Plastic Surgery Bob Manning

WWW.HEDIGERANDMEYERS.COM 309.691.5001

COLLINS VOORHEES JAKE VOORNEES.  WILLAM VOORHEES 804 W. Trailcreek Dr. Peoria, IL Senior Vice President

Call: 309-670-0700 Financial Advisor
Text: 309-328-3248 (309) 671 4653
V\Ww.rashidps.com 211 Fulton St., Suite 500A, Peoria, IL 61602

EAST PEOR|A }' © 2025 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC, Member SIPC
: CARL KAUFMAN - 3
698y 84?“ Wﬂ;\»@we”cwwasphq" gt 4 L & 0 Landscaping-Construction @ @ﬂ R,
SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING + ASPHALT SEALING, | Saul Leon / Owner Serving Central lllinois INC.
Hemdenual&tnmmermal Free Estimates! * General Construction

* Design Build

| * Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS | RSALRALEUUIECT =N (¢

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE 243-5599

"Excellenclg iI}: Rgn}l)oxjable PlsoDstSl'lodontics" 2800 W Alta Rd.
ichard . June .
richqrdiunedd,s.com wo Get this bulletin The fOI’ e

-

L. iled t
Parihioner _ 309-693-7200 _ Trumpeter | P cvery week. (SN PR

0 Simply go to
-,-) i WWW, o
‘ I< ( }I 2400 s.w. adams | IMIOIN |ZZA. R~ EveryDay
) KELLY GLASS INC. RESTAURANT ...0r scan=p Ez\%j www.myParishApp.com
www.kellyglass.com « (309) 676-3573 www.monicalspizza.com #DISCOVERMASS

yParish

Commercial —24 Hour Service — Always There When

« Industrial
. Ige;csl;::ial (309) 693-2400 You Need Care

lobal

EWTN | &k si=is
| TUNE IN || CatholicMatch.com/golL www.Iaserelecfricinccom_/

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

(309)633-1315 REPRESENTING

www.dmiheatingandair.com A0 Fcsiavife and FRATERNAL ASSOCIATION ®

24 hour emergency service
“free estimates on new LIFE INSURANCE AND ANNUITIES
329N.Western equipment installation” WITH

FRATERNAL BENEFITS

Inc. »
- Complimentary Evaluation - Transportation f Local Owners

- Personal Care - Post Surgical Care Alison Hammerton &
Lesley Vonachen/Parishioner

© (309) 296-0056 interimhealthcare.com/PeorialL

p We help the accused by listenin ol » | & ™
fﬁ/ | ﬂ p ec vy d cari it DON'T MISS OUR QUARTERLY Cs‘ }_‘} () L\J 'g-:ﬁ
{ preparing, protecting, and caring. FRATERNAL MEETINGS WHERE YOU Bevond A Gl c )
) CAN TRACE YOUR FAMILY eyond A Cleaning Company®
[ 309.999.1177 HERITAGE FREE OF CHARGE! 4 PRI
eartatllinols  Maureen Williams, Owner/Parishioner 309-682-3314 - 4930 N. EXECUTIVE DR. vonachengroup.com
WWW.THEISICOMPANTES.COM PEORIA, IL 61614

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12080708

PEORIA EAR, NOSE & THROAT GROUP
7301 N KNOXVILLE AVE. ¢ 309-589-5900

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing

comm
group

Alumnus/Parishioner

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street
Peoria, IL 61606

=
Y

Authentic Viethamese Cuisine

50 Years Experience Working With The Aged
KistneraMSW

4
Assessment « Consultation « Care Management
Assistance with Long Term Care Insurance Claims

30922310311'8]

Insurance Claims Specialists

EAR, NOSE, - Parishioner -
STHROAT JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.
Consider
“ Remembering
™ i Your Parish in
- fie ) Your Will

For further information, please call the parish office.

"ROOFING

Family Owned & Operated |}
for Over 40 Years

309-686-1870 |

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

... natuval ‘ng nails
Junction City’s New Building

AHome of the Gondo\a"’t A
va n /

Ristorante

Order Online at avantispeoria.com

For fud, str
683-6968

Attorney at Law
309.322.8315

www.heylroyster.com
[YYYYYYYYY

PARISHIONER

"OM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
Plumbing - Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Services - Sewering

~4!
429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL
(309) 688-5114

Tom SmiTH
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.com

SCHERERMAZDA

Keri Thierer

Sales Consultant

SchererMazda.com
2300 W Pioneer Pkwy
Peoria, IL61615
309.691.0300

< -,

Proud mother
of Aberdeen

(St. Thomas
class of
2026)

ﬁHealthlnsuranceExchan =
\‘_/ OF SENTRAL NS

John E. Moore - President

Focusing on the health insurance needs of
small businesses & individuals

Serving You at lllinois Eye Center

Dr. Jacob Abou-Hanna, MD

Saint Thomas Alumnus

Peoria « Washington e Pekin

ILLINOIS eye .
cEwtER illinoiseyecenter.com

www.HealthlnsuranceExchangeCl.com ~ 309-740-9850

JIM ROCHFORD

ATTORNEY AT LAW
JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES

309.637.5322 PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

PRAIRIE HOME
ALLIANCE

PARISHIONER STEVE JACKSON
PRESIDENT

PEORIA| |t cosiomsam
SIDING & WINDOW €O, mms SOLUTIONS
PECRIAFIDING.COM CUSTOMBATHROOMSOLUTIONS.COM
y Gutter
KITCHENS @ Mln‘

WOODFRONTEKITCHENS. COM. ILLINCISGUTTERHELMET.COM

ILLINDISBDRY.COM

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
SIDING « WINDOWS « ROOFING = DOORS « KITCHENS
BATHROOMS = OUTDOOR LIVING = SUNROOMS
GUTTER HELMET + BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

PRAIRIEHOMEALLIANCE.COM N
203 EASTGATE DRIVE + WASHINGTON, IL = {309) 699-9517

SEPT 24-25

PEORIA

ADVERTISE HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.
Don Roe ~ 616-340-8580
droe@diocesan.com

CIVIC CENTER

T 4 WWW.THETHORN.COM

Jdchard A. Kube Il, MD, FACSS

Spine Surgeon
-

SPINE & PAIN INSTITUTE
Minimally invasive spine surgery

Phuysical therapy on site 7620 N University St.
Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

Www.prairiespine.com

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial ® Industrial ® Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile ¢ 309-693-2600 Office * 309-693-6200 Fax
Email: bob@mcquellon.com ® www.mcquellon.com

v, Hlinois 61614

Amy Brewer
Parishioner

Neur Beauty

s Our
TANNING | SALON | SPA o m
1217 W MAIN ST, PEORIA, IL Passion
(309) 686-3751 * WWW.CARIBBEAN-SALON.COM

Flooring * Lighting

.l Kitchen & Bath Cabinets
uilde COUNTERTOPS
“Tal'el“mse Quartz © Granite ® Laminate

Visit us online at bwpeoria.net

2115 SW Washington St. 3"9'672'] 76[]

MANGOLD FORD
Rick Rohman
NEW & PRE-OWNED CARS

Eureka, lllinois

era™ (309) 467-2344

KEMP MFG. CO.

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

KRUMHOLZ BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
Landscape *Excavating ®Erosion Control

309-579-2244

www.krumholzbros.com
Dave & RicHARD KRUMHOLZ

| Dave & David LaHood - Parishioners |

©2025 Diocesan

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

= Blown Insulation
_—— m Fiberglass Batts
E“ERGY_HOME = Spray Foam

InsulationInc. = |nsulation Removal

3096829090 www.ehinsulation.com
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