
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Msgr. Jason A. Gray………………..(x3)
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester…..(x1430)
frpat@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Father Edward Besigye…….

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson…….....981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…...….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch... (Senior Status)

Director of Faith Formation:
Kate Crim…………… …(x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)
parishnurse@stthomas-church.net

Music Coordinator: ………………..……………..

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class. Link can

be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).

mailto:frpat@stthomas-church.net
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From Our Pastor

Thank you for your patience as we await the
replacement of the coil in the heat exchanger
for the church. For the time being, we continue
to be without air conditioning until this repair is
complete.

St. Thomas is also happy to announce that Father
Edward Besigye has been assigned to our parish
as parochial vicar. Father Edward is a priest of
the Mbarara Archdiocese in Uganda and is new
to the United States. Father DeMeulemeester
and I are happy to welcome him as he begins to
acclimate to service in the Catholic Church in
this country. The Bishop will make a decision
about Father Edward’s permanent assignment
when changes are announced for the summer.

Please pray for the OCIA candidates who are
preparing to enter the Church at the Easter
Vigil. They are close to the end and look forward
to baptism or being received into the Church.

As we enter Holy Week, we begin with Palm
Sunday Mass. The more solemn procession with
palms will take place at the 10:00 a.m. Mass.
Please be aware of our services for the Triduum.
Holy Thursday Mass is offered only in the evening
at 7:30 p.m. with adoration continuing in the
chapel until 11:00 p.m.
Good Friday Liturgy is only at 3:00 p.m., though
Stations will be offered both at 12:00 and 7:00
p.m.. Confessions will be heard Friday evening at
6:00 p.m..
The only Mass on Holy Saturday is the Easter Vigil
at 8:00 p.m..
On Easter Sunday, Masses will be offered at 8:00
and 10:00 a.m., but not at 5 PM.

- -Msgr. Gray

Readings for the Week of March 29, 2026

Sunday Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Reading for Blessing of Palms: Matthew 21: 1-11
Isaiah 50: 4-7; Philippians 2: 6-11;
The Passion of the Lord - Matthew 26: 14—27: 66

Monday Isaiah 42: 1-7; John 12: 1-11

Tuesday Isaiah 49: 1-6; John 13: 21-33, 36-38

Wednesday Isaiah: 50: 4-9a; Matthew 26: 14-25

Thursday Holy Thursday
Exodus 12: 1-8, 11-14; 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26; John 13: 1-15

Friday Good Friday
Isaiah 52: 13—53: 12; Hebrews 4: 14-16; 5: 7-9;
John 18: 1—19: 42

Saturday Holy Saturday
Genesis 1:1—2:2; Genesis 22:1-18; Exodus 14:15—15:1;
Isaiah 54:5-14; Isaiah 55:1-11; Baruch 3:9-15, 32—4:4; Ezekiel
36:16-17a, 18-28; Romans 6:3-11; Matthew 28:1-10

Sunday Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
Acts 10: 34a, 37-43; Colossians 3: 1-4; John 20: 1-9

Mass Intentions
Monday, March 30, 2026

7:00 a.m. Intentions of Dr. Gary & Vivette Miller/Kevin Morrissey
8:00 a.m. Peoria Seminarians & Priestly Vocations/FSJB

Tuesday, March 31, 2026
7:00 a.m. Teresa McCabe/The Elger Family
8:00 a.m. Angela Kenny/Mike & Beth Flores

Wednesday, April 1, 2026
7:00 a.m. Marion Morrison/Jack & Margaret Weinstein
8:00 a.m. Mary Lang/Theresa Storti
Sch Mass Tere Wood/Kitty Bienemann

Thursday, April 2, 2026
7:30 p.m. Intentions of The Bishop & Priests of the Peoria Diocese/

FSJB

Friday, April 3, 2026
3:00 p.m. Mark Olson/Dcn. Ed & Cathy Mallow

Saturday, April 4, 2026
8:00 p.m. Mary Ann O’Neill/Family

Sunday, April 5, 2026
8:00 a.m. Paul Hop Nguyen/Mai Dang

10:00 a.m. For the People

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 

Bruce Stewart 

Weekly Collection 
  March 22, 2026

Fiscal YTD 
Collections needed ............................. $20,400 ...................................... $775,200 
Sunday Collections .............................. $12,502 ...................................... $553,724 
Electronic Collections…………..……...$5,807….….….........….………$260,185 
Total Collected………………..….…….$18,309…. ................................. $813,909 
Over/(Short)….................................... . $(2,091) ........................................ $38,709 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our 
mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 
your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 
contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 
tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.   Thank you for your 
support.  

Sponsor of the Week  

Week of March 29
EXTRA CONFESSIONS  following all Sunday Masses 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST  Sunday, March 29, 8:30 a.m., School Cafeteria 

ROSARY  Tuesday, March 31, 10:00 a.m., Chapel 

CCD  Wednesday, April 1,  6:00 p.m., School 

OCIA  Wednesday, April 1, 7:00 p.m., Parish Hall 

St. IGNATIUS BIBLE STUDY  Thursday, April 2, 6:00 p.m., Parish Hall 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED  Friday, April 3—April 6, Reopen Tuesday, April 7 

MEN’S CLUB FISH FRY  Friday, April 3, 5:00 p.m., School Cafeteria 

CONFESSION  Saturday, April 4, 8:30 a.m. 

CHURCH CLEANING  Saturday, 8:30 a.m., Church  (NO 8:00 a.m. Mass) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
LifeTeen  April 12 

 Grandparenting & The Faith April 13 

OCIA Schedule 

Apr 1:  Practice 
Apr 4:  Easter Vigil 
Apr 15:  Mystagogia 

Pray with the Pope 
March 2026 

For Disarmament And Peace 
Let us pray that nations move to 

effective disarmament, particularly 
nuclear disarmament and that world  

leaders choose the path of dialogue and 
diplomacy instead  of violence.  

Holy Week Schedule 
Sunday, March 29 ~ Palm Sunday 

Thursday, April 2 ~ Holy Thursday 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper ~ 7:30 

p.m.

Friday, April 3 ~ Good Friday 
Passion of Our Lord ~ 3:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 4 ~ Holy Saturday 
Mass of the Easter Vigil ~ 8:00 p.m. 

Sunday, April 5 ~ Easter Sunday 
Masses ~ 8:00, 10:00 a.m.  

(NO 5:00 p.m.) 

TMIY will not meet this week 
It will return April 10th 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Rosary for Peace 
Every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Where:  Small Chapel—St. 
Thomas Church 

 

Where two or three gather in 
My name, I am there among 

them.  Matthew 18:20 
 

Prayers offered:  Rosary, 
Chaplet of Mercy, and a Few 

Spontaneous Intercessory 
Prayers 

 

Duration:  30 minutes or free to 
leave early 

All parishioners and friends 
welcome 

 
St. Thomas - Food 

Pantry 
 

Items needed at this time are:   

Rice, Mac and Cheese, 
Crackers, Pasta Sauce, 
Cereal, Canned Meat, 
Peanut Butter & Jelly, Canned 
Fruit and Vegetables, 
Pancake Mix, Syrup, Canned 
or Dry Beans (Legumes), 
Hamburger/Chicken/Tuna 
Helper  

Thank you!   

Wax Museum 
 
Mrs. Crim’s Third Grade students 
have been hard at work!  They 
have been researching and 
writing about a famous person 
and will be dressed up as that 
person and giving a speech 
regarding that person's life! 
 

All Are Invited to 
The Wax Museum  

 Tuesday, March 31st  
 2:30-3:15 p.m. 

in the Parish Hall  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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For I was hungry and you gave me something
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you invited
me in. – Matthew 25: 35

The St. Thomas Food Pantry of-
fers an excellent opportunity for
students needing service hours!
On Monday and Thursday mornings, federal
holidays excepted, the pantry distributes gro-
ceries to neighbors in need in the Peoria
Heights area. Packing groceries, registering
pantry guests, restocking shelves, repackaging
food and helping guests to their vehicles are
tasks that students will perform while under
adult supervision. An additional service oppor-
tunity occurs one Thursday afternoon per
month when we receive a truckload of food
products from Midwest Food Bank. On these
days, students help adult volunteers unload the
truck, repackage food, rotate stock and stock
shelves. Students interested in earning service
hours at the food pantry should contact Diana
Janda at dianajanda1964@gmail.com by Fri-
day, May 15th.

2026 Opportunities Available:
Monday and Thursday mornings – 8:30 -11:30 AM
June 1st through August 13th

Monthly Food Delivery – 1:30 - 3:30 PM
Thursdays June 11th, July 16th and August 13th

When you go to the poor, you
encounter Jesus
A SENSE OF COMMUNITY

We are called to recognize that suffering is a universal
experience, drawing us together in our shared vulnerability with hu-
manity. A sense of community reminds us that we are not alone. In
our Vincentians tradition, we are called to recognize our shared hu-
manity with our Friends in Need.

This is the story of a Friend in Need that my partner, Dave Schlicksup
and I visited. Emmanuel is 73 years old and living on a small Social
Security check. For many years, Emmanuel lived in a group home.
His situation changed due to circumstances beyond his control, and
he was no longer able to live in that group’s home. His safety net
disappeared. He lost not only his home, but his community. In addi-
tion, Emmanuel has many missing teeth which limits him to only eat-
ing pureed food. His car radiator is on the brink of failure.

Today, Emmanuel's greatest comfort is his modest apartment and
his steadfast relationship with God. In a good month, he is able to
pay rent, gas, food, and phone service. Yet he lives without a safety
net. An unexpected expense - such as a hospital bill - could easily
tip him into crisis.
It is with humility and hope that Emmanuel turns to St. Vincent de
Paul. His need is simple: a step toward stability, and peace of mind
knowing he has a little reserve income.

As Vincentians, we believe that those who are poor are not a prob-
lem to be solved, but friends to be helped. We suspend judgment
and offer respect as a gift with our eyes. In serving our “Friends in
Need,” we encounter Christ..
To our parishioners: thank you! Your generosity makes this sacred
work possible. Because of your donations, Emmanuel is not met with
judgment, but with compassion, not with isolation, but with commu-
nity. Your gifts are a living expression of the Gospel, furthering St. Vin-
cent de Paul’s call to serve the poor.

~ Mary Brennan

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Thomas the Apostle Church Page 6 Peoria Heights, IL

Parish Registration
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org. Under
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the
form.

Last Name ______________________________________________________

First Name(s) __________________________________Mr __ Mrs __ Ms ___

Email ____________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________ ZIP________________

Phone ___________________________________________________________

New Parishioner _______ Change of address/phone _______

Click the
QR code
for more

infor-
mation
and to
register

Sophia’s Kitchen is
Hiring

Our team is growing! Help make a
difference in the heart of Peoria! Sophia’s
Kitchen is seeking a high-energy, compassion-
ate Full-Time Assistant Manager to join our ded-
icated team.
In this role, you will work in a fast-paced envi-
ronment serving our local community. You’ll be
on the front lines—overseeing volunteers, work-
ing directly with guests, and handling essential
administrative tasks to keep our mission running
smoothly.
The Ideal Candidate:
 Faith-Driven: Must be Catholic and willing

to support the mission of Sophia's Kitchen
following the teachings of the Church.

 Office Experience: Proficient in basic office
tasks and administration.

 Leadership: Experience overseeing teams
or volunteers.

 Credentials: A Food Manager License is
required.

 Note: If you aren't certified yet, we
will help you obtain your license.

How to Apply:
Ready to serve? Please send your resume
to soupkitchen2010@gmail.com

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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How to Submit Bulletin Information 
Send information for the bulletin to 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
with subject Bulletin.  
 
Submissions are due by Friday 
noon, one full week prior.  
 
Send images or logos separately 
as attachments.   
 
Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.  Please, DO 
NOT send PDFs. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents participate in a 
Baptism class before 
the Baptism of their first 
child. Contact the   
Parish Office to sched-
ule the class. 

Confessions 
Saturday  4:00-4:45pm 

&  
6:00 p.m.-until last   
confession heard. 

Parish Office Hours  
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail.  To leave 
a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press: 
    3  -  Msgr. Gray 
    0  -  Tracey – Administrative Assist. 
           1341  -  Sheris—Finance & Tuition 
              1310  -  Kate—Faith Formation  
           1301  -  Peggy—Bulletin   
If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are 
welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office 
downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main 
Sacristy upstairs.  The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. every day. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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