
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Msgr. Jason A. Gray………………..(x3)
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester…..(x1430)
frpat@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Edward Besigye……. …...

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson…….....981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…...….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch... (Senior Status)

Director of Faith Formation:
Kate Crim…………… …(x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)
parishnurse@stthomas-church.net

Music Coordinator: ………………..……………..

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class. Link can

be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).

mailto:frpat@stthomas-church.net
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From Our Pastor

Christ is risen, Alleluia! I wish each of you a very
happy Easter as we celebrate the resurrection of
Our Lord Jesus Christ. The sacrifices of the Season
of Lent now become a cause for joy, as we
discipline ourselves to walk with Christ to Calvary
so as to follow him also to the resurrection. For
those who believe, the empty tomb is not a
cause of fear but a reassuring sign of the Lord’s
power.

Next Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday. To honor
this special devotion on the octave of Easter, we
will have time for adoration at the traditional
hour of 3:00 p.m. next Sunday.

Congratulations to all those who entered the
Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil. Please
continue to pray for them. We now welcome
them as full members of St. Thomas Parish and
encourage them to take part in our various
parish activities.

You are aware that we discovered damage to
the coil in our HVAC system and that we have
only been able to use outside air to cool the
church building. The replacement of the coil has
taken both time and money, but it is a necessity
in our church building today. In addition to
replacing the coil, we will also repair some other
parts of the HVAC system that are showing wear
since the system was installed 24 years ago. The
total cost is $56,000. We will draw on savings to
make this repair, though your financial support of
the parish is greatly appreciated to defray this
expense.

At the same time, our Diocese looks forward to
the Beatification of Archbishop Fulton Sheen on
September 24, 2026 in St. Louis. Although the
event will be at the large Dome in St. Louis, there
will be many events in Peoria throughout Sheen
Week that will focus on our local area where
Sheen grew up. Some parishioners may want to
go to St. Louis to attend. It may be possible to
rent a bus to take interested parishioners down
and back on the day of the Beatification. Please
let us know if you are interested.

It may also be possible to add a mosaic of
Blessed Fulton to St. Thomas Church, consistent
with the other mosaics we have already
added. If you’re interested in donating to such a
mosaic, please let me know.

- -Msgr. Gray

Readings for the Week of April 5, 2026

Sunday Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
Acts 10: 34a, 37-43; Colossians 3: 1-4; John 20: 1-9

Monday Acts 2: 14, 22-33; Matthew 28: 8-15

Tuesday Acts 2: 36-41; John 20: 11-18

Wednesday Acts 3: 1-10; Luke 24: 13-35

Thursday Acts 3: 11-26; Luke 24: 35-48

Friday Acts 4: 1-12; John 21: 1-14

Saturday Acts 4: 13-21; Mark 16: 9-15

Sunday Sunday of Divine Mercy
Acts 2: 42-47; 1 Peter 1: 1: 3-9; John 20: 19-31

Mass Intentions
Monday, April 6, 2026

8:00 a.m. Mike “Sully” Sullivan/The Meisinger Family

Tuesday, April 7, 2026
7:00 a.m. Benefactors of Franciscan Sisters of St. John the Baptist
8:00 a.m. Bennett Bare/Tribunal Office of the Diocese of Peoria

Wednesday, April 8, 2026
7:00 a.m. Mark Olson/Norma Lovell & Family
8:00 a.m. Jodi Odum/Michele Konecki

Thursday, April 9, 2026
7:00 a.m. Eldon Schaffer/Jack Weinstein
8:00 a.m. Melvin & Lucille Noe/Mary Ann Noe

Friday, April 10, 2026
7:00 p.m. Jim & Angela Kenny/Rich & Colleen Lavin & Family
8:00 a.m. Tho Dang/Tam Vu

Saturday, April 11, 2026
8:00 a.m. Mary Ann O’Neill/Family
5:00 p.m. Patricia McCauley/David McCauley

Sunday, April 12, 2026
8:00 a.m. For the People

10:00 a.m. Intentions of Dcn. Ed & Cathy Mallow’s Godchildren
5:00 p.m. Lawrence & Eloise Cooling/The Brereton Family

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 

Please pray for those who have died this week 

Weekly Collection 
  March 29, 2026

Fiscal YTD 
Collections needed ............................. $20,400 ...................................... $795,600 
Sunday Collections .............................. $11,947 ...................................... $565,671 
Electronic Collections…………..……...$2,759….….….........….………$262,615 
Total Collected………………..….…….$14,706…. ................................. $828,615 
Over/(Short)….................................... . $(5,694) ........................................ $33,015 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our 
mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 
your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 
contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 
tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.   Thank you for your 
support.  

Sponsor of the Week 

Week of April 5
MASS 8:00 A.M. ONLY  Monday, April 6 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED  April 6, Reopen Tuesday, April 7 

WOMEN OF THE WORD  Thursday, April 9, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall 

TMIY  Friday, April 10, doors open 6:00, program 6:30 a.m., ends by 7:30 
a.m., Parish Hall

CONFESSION  Saturday, April 11, following 8:00 a.m. Mass, Church 

CHURCH CLEANING  Saturday, following 8:00 a.m. Mass, Church 

CARMELITES  Saturday, April 11, 11:00 a.m., Parish Hall 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
  Divine Mercy Devotions  April 12 

LifeTeen  April 12 
 Grandparenting & The Faith April 13 

 OCIA Mystagogia April 15 
      Mom’s Floral Event April 17 

       School Play April 24/25 
      Adoration  May 1  

 Spring Band/Choir Concert May 11 
       8th Grade Graduation May 19 

Mass for Beatification 
The Mass for the Beatification of the Venerable 
Servant of God, Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, will 
take place on Thursday, September 24, 2026, at 
2 pm Central time at The Dome at America’s 
Center in St. Louis. The Beatification will be cele-
brated by Cardinal Luis Tagle, who has been 
nominated as the Papal Representative.  

More information, including details about at-
tending the celebration, ordering tickets when 
they become available, and preparing spiritu-
ally for the Beatification, will be found at cele-
bratesheen.com  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Rosary for Peace 
Every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. 

Where:  Small Chapel—St. Thomas Church 

Where two or three gather in My name, I am 
there among them.  Matthew 18:20 

 

Prayers offered:  Rosary, Chaplet of 
Mercy, and a Few Spontaneous 

Intercessory Prayers 
 

Duration:  30 minutes or free to 
leave early 

All parishioners and friends welcome 

 St. Thomas - Food Pantry 

While all donations are greatly appreciated, of particular need at this 
time are:    jelly, peanut butter, green beans, corn and cereal  
 

Thank you!   

Pray with the Pope 
March 2026 

For Priests In Crisis 
Let us pray for Priests going through 
moments of crisis in their vocation, 

that they may find the 
accompaniment they need and that 
communities may support them with 

understanding and prayer.  

We Are Hiring 
STS seeks a  

FULL TIME FOURTH GRADE 
Teacher for the 26-27 School Year 

 
Send your letter of interest & resume to: 

 
Maureen Bentley, Principal 

maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net 
309-685-2533 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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For I was hungry and you gave me something
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you invited
me in. – Matthew 25: 35

The St. Thomas Food Pantry offers
an excellent opportunity for stu-
dents needing service hours! On
Monday and Thursday mornings, federal holi-
days excepted, the pantry distributes groceries
to neighbors in need in the Peoria Heights area.
Packing groceries, registering pantry guests,
restocking shelves, repackaging food and help-
ing guests to their vehicles are tasks that stu-
dents will perform while under adult supervision.
An additional service opportunity occurs one
Thursday afternoon per month when we re-
ceive a truckload of food products from Mid-
west Food Bank. On these days, students help
adult volunteers unload the truck, repackage
food, rotate stock and stock shelves. Students
interested in earning service hours at the food
pantry should contact Diana Janda at diana-
janda1964@gmail.com by Friday, May 15th.

2026 Opportunities Available:
Monday and Thursday mornings – 8:30 -11:30 AM
June 1st through August 13th

Monthly Food Delivery – 1:30 - 3:30 PM
Thursdays June 11th, July 16th and August 13th

When you go to the poor, you
encounter Jesus
A SENSE OF COMMUNITY

We are called to recognize that suffering is a universal experi-
ence, drawing us together in our shared vulnerability with humanity. A
sense of community reminds us that we are not alone. In our Vincentians
tradition, we are called to recognize our shared humanity with our Friends
in Need.

This is the story of a Friend in Need that my partner, Dave Schlicksup and I
visited. Emmanuel is 73 years old and living on a small Social Security
check. For many years, Emmanuel lived in a group home. His situation
changed due to circumstances beyond his control, and he was no longer
able to live in that group’s home. His safety net disappeared. He lost not
only his home, but his community. In addition, Emmanuel has many miss-
ing teeth which limits him to only eating pureed food. His car radiator is on
the brink of failure.

Today, Emmanuel's greatest comfort is his modest apartment and his
steadfast relationship with God. In a good month, he is able to pay rent,
gas, food, and phone service. Yet he lives without a safety net. An unex-
pected expense - such as a hospital bill - could easily tip him into crisis.
It is with humility and hope that Emmanuel turns to St. Vincent de Paul. His
need is simple: a step toward stability, and peace of mind knowing he
has a little reserve income.

As Vincentians, we believe that those who are poor are not a problem to
be solved, but friends to be helped. We suspend judgment and offer re-
spect as a gift with our eyes. In serving our “Friends in Need,” we encoun-
ter Christ..
To our parishioners: thank you! Your generosity makes this sacred work
possible. Because of your donations, Emmanuel is not met with judgment,
but with compassion, not with isolation, but with community. Your gifts are
a living expression of the Gospel, furthering St. Vincent de Paul’s call to
serve the poor.

~ Mary Brennan

50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration for Mr.
and Mrs. Gary Thompson

May 2, 2026 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
St. Thomas Parish Hall

All are invited

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org. Under
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the
form.

Last Name ______________________________________________________

First Name(s) __________________________________Mr __ Mrs __ Ms ___

Email ____________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________ ZIP________________

Phone ___________________________________________________________

New Parishioner _______ Change of address/phone _______

Click the
QR code
for more

infor-
mation
and to
register

Sophia’s Kitchen is
Hiring

Our team is growing! Help make a
difference in the heart of Peoria! Sophia’s
Kitchen is seeking a high-energy, compassion-
ate Full-Time Assistant Manager to join our ded-
icated team.
In this role, you will work in a fast-paced envi-
ronment serving our local community. You’ll be
on the front lines—overseeing volunteers, work-
ing directly with guests, and handling essential
administrative tasks to keep our mission running
smoothly.
The Ideal Candidate:
 Faith-Driven: Must be Catholic and willing

to support the mission of Sophia's Kitchen
following the teachings of the Church.

 Office Experience: Proficient in basic office
tasks and administration.

 Leadership: Experience overseeing teams
or volunteers.

 Credentials: A Food Manager License is
required.

 Note: If you aren't certified yet, we
will help you obtain your license.

How to Apply:
Ready to serve? Please send your resume
to soupkitchen2010@gmail.com

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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How to Submit Bulletin Information 
Send information for the bulletin to 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
with subject Bulletin.  
 
Submissions are due by Friday 
noon, one full week prior.  
 
Send images or logos separately 
as attachments.   
 
Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.  Please, DO 
NOT send PDFs. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents participate in a 
Baptism class before 
the Baptism of their first 
child. Contact the   
Parish Office to sched-
ule the class. 

Confessions 
Saturday  4:00-4:45pm 

&  
6:00 p.m.-until last   
confession heard. 

Parish Office Hours  
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail.  To leave 
a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press: 
    3  -  Msgr. Gray 
    0  -  Tracey – Administrative Assist. 
           1341  -  Sheris—Finance & Tuition 
              1310  -  Kate—Faith Formation  
           1301  -  Peggy—Bulletin   
If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are 
welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office 
downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main 
Sacristy upstairs.  The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. every day. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Get this bulletin 
emailed to you 
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1208

...or scan
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