
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Msgr. Jason A. Gray………………..(x3)
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester…..(x1430)
frpat@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Edward Besigye………….
fredward@stthomas-church.net

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson…….....981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…...….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch... (Senior Status)

Director of Faith Formation:
Kate Crim…………… …(x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)
parishnurse@stthomas-church.net

Music Coordinator: ………………..……………..

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class. Link can

be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).

Congratulations
and

Welcome!

mailto:frpat@stthomas-church.net
mailto:fredward@stthomas-church.net
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From Our Pastor

Today we celebrate the Second Sunday of
Easter which is also Divine Mercy Sunday. This
devotion is connected to St. Faustina who had
a great love for the font of mercy that we
receive from the risen Christ. We have the
image of Divine Mercy associated with this
feast in the chapel.

For those who want to take part, we will have
adoration Sunday afternoon at 3:00 pm, the
traditional hour when our Lord expired on the
cross and also the hour of Divine
Mercy. Confessions will also be available
during that time.

We continue to give thanks for the 18 people
who came into the Church or received one of
the sacraments of initiation last Sunday. The
large number of people who took part in OCIA
this year as well as last year is a great source of
encouragement for our parish.

Last weekend, I heard that many people
received an email supposedly from me asking
for a favor in the form of “gift cards” to help
some “dying cancer patients.” Please know
that these emails are a phishing attempt to
scam people out of money. You can safely
assume that neither I nor the parish will ever
contact you asking for gift cards after
scratching off the security code. The scam
depends on gift cards, since unlike other forms
of handling money, these funds cannot be
traced after you send the gift card information.

My legitimate email address comes from the
parish (stthomas-church.net), the diocese
(cdop.org), or my own website (jgray.org). For
those who receive notices from Ministry
Scheduler Pro, you may see emails from
(rotundasoftware.com). Other email addresses
are fraudulent.

Thank you for your support of St. Thomas Parish.

- -Msgr. Gray

Readings for the Week of April 12, 2026

Sunday Sunday of Divine Mercy
Acts 2: 42-47; 1 Peter 1: 1: 3-9; John 20: 19-31

Monday Acts 4: 23-31; John 3: 1-8

Tuesday Acts 4: 32-37; John 3: 7b-15

Wednesday Acts 5: 17-26; John 3: 16-21

Thursday Acts 5: 27-33; John 3: 31-36

Friday Acts 5: 34-42; John 6: 1-15

Saturday Acts 6: 1-7; John 6: 16-21

Sunday Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2: 14, 22-33; 1 Peter 1: 17-21; Luke 24: 35-48

Mass Intentions
Monday, April 13, 2026

7:00 a.m. Intentions of Dr. Gary & Vivette Miller/Kevin Morrissey
8:00 a.m. Karen Hollies/Nancy Becker

Tuesday, April 14, 2026
7:00 a.m. Mark Brewer/Phan & Tam Vu
8:00 a.m. Peter & Rose Pasquel Wedding Anniv/Rick & Melanie Picl

Wednesday, April 15, 2026
7:00 a.m. Jodi Odum/Gerry & Julie Kirchgessner
8:00 a.m. Herman Riekert/Nancy Becker

Thursday, April 16, 2026
7:00 a.m. Lucille Noe, 27th Anniversary/Mary Ann Noe
Schl Mass Intentions of Peoria Seminarian Daniel Miller/St. Thomas

School 4th Grade Class

Friday, April 17, 2026
7:00 p.m. Angela Kenny/Joe & Sandy Whalen
8:00 a.m. Intentions of Cherie Fauth/Mary Ann Noe

Saturday, April 18, 2026
8:00 a.m. Sr. Bernadette/FSJB
5:00 p.m. Peggy Hessling/Chris & Dianna Russick

Sunday, April 19, 2026
8:00 a.m. Charles & Vera Maurer/Scott & Mollie Maurer

10:00 a.m. Tho Dang/Tam & Phan Vu
5:00 p.m. For the People

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 

Kevin Schoeplein 

Ray Lockhart 

Weekly Collection 
  March 29, 2026

Fiscal YTD 
Collections needed ............................. $20,400 ...................................... $795,600 
Sunday Collections .............................. $11,947 ...................................... $565,671 
Electronic Collections…………..……...$2,759….….….........….………$262,615 
Total Collected………………..….…….$14,706…. ................................. $828,615 
Over/(Short)….................................... . $(5,694) ........................................ $33,015 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our 
mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 
your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 
contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 
tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.   Thank you for your 
support.  

Sponsor of the Week  

Week of April 12
DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS  Sunday, April 12, 3:00 p.m., Church 

LIFETEEN  Sunday, April 12, 6:00 p.m., St. Vincent de Paul 

GRANDPARENTING & THE FAITH  Monday, April 13, 9:00 a.m., Parish Hall 

ROSARY  Tuesday, April 14, 10:00 a.m., Chapel 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  Tuesday, April 14, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall 

CCD  Wednesday, April 15,  6:00 p.m., School 

OCIA  Wednesday, April 15, 7:00 p.m., Mystagogia, Parish Hall 

ST. IGNATIUS BIBLE STUDY  Thursday, April 16, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall 

ST. THOMAS HOLY HOUR  Thursday, April 16, 7:00 p.m., Church 

TMIY  Friday, April 17, doors open 6:00, program 6:30 a.m., ends by 7:30 
a.m., Parish Hall

MOM’S FLORAL EVENT  Friday, April 17, 6:00 p.m., Parish Hall 

CHURCH CLEANING  Saturday, following 8:00 a.m. Mass, Church 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 School Play April 24/25 

      Adoration  May 1  
      First Communion May 2 

 Spring Band/Choir Concert May 11 
       8th Grade Graduation May 19 

Mass for Beatification 
The Mass for the Beatification of the Venerable 
Servant of God, Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, will 
take place on Thursday, September 24, 2026, at 
2 pm Central time at The Dome at America’s 
Center in St. Louis. The Beatification will be cele-
brated by Cardinal Luis Tagle, who has been 
nominated as the Papal Representative.  

More information, including details about at-
tending the celebration, ordering tickets when 
they become available, and preparing spiritu-
ally for the Beatification, will be found at cele-
bratesheen.com  

Pray with the Pope 
April 2026 

For Priests In Crisis 
Let us pray for Priests going through 
moments of crisis in their vocation, 

that they may find the 
accompaniment they need and that 
communities may support them with 

understanding and prayer. 

Schedule Note 
While not listed in the Weekly Calendar, the 
Saturday morning Confessions following the  
8:00 a.m. Mass will continue for the foreseeable 
future. 

Welcome Catechumens  
and Candidates 

Mohsin Kahn 
Chase Trapps 

Donald Coven 
Scott Bolek 

Michael Hawks 
Kevin Kinne 
Julia Kinne 

Renee Kinne 

Deidre Mouro 
Elyse Mouro 

Tirena Pavelka 
Zach Wilkie 

Kaitlyn Hallstrom 
Elvira Schell 

Matthew Schell 
Lorraine Weber 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Rosary for Peace 
Every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. 

Where:  Small Chapel—St. Thomas Church 

Where two or three gather in My name, I am 
there among them.  Matthew 18:20 

 

Prayers offered:  Rosary, Chaplet of 
Mercy, and a Few Spontaneous 

Intercessory Prayers 
 

Duration:  30 minutes or free to 
leave early 

All parishioners and friends welcome 

 St. Thomas - Food Pantry 

While all donations are greatly appreciated, of particular need at this 
time are:    jelly, peanut butter, green beans, corn and cereal  
 

Thank you!   

We Are Hiring 
STS seeks a  

FULL TIME FOURTH GRADE Teacher for the 26-27 School Year 
 

Send your letter of interest & resume to: 

Maureen Bentley, Principal maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net 
309-685-2533 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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For I was hungry and you gave me something 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you invited 
me in. – Matthew 25: 35 
 

The St. Thomas Food Pantry offers 
an excellent opportunity for stu-
dents needing service hours! On 
Monday and Thursday mornings, federal holi-
days excepted, the pantry distributes groceries 
to neighbors in need in the Peoria Heights area. 
Packing groceries, registering pantry guests, 
restocking shelves, repackaging food and help-
ing guests to their vehicles are tasks that stu-
dents will perform while under adult supervision. 
An additional service opportunity occurs one 
Thursday afternoon per month when we re-
ceive a truckload of food products from Mid-
west Food Bank. On these days, students help 
adult volunteers unload the truck, repackage 
food, rotate stock and stock shelves.  Students 
interested in earning service hours at the food 
pantry  should contact Diana Janda at diana-
janda1964@gmail.com by Friday, May 15th.    
 

2026 Opportunities Available: 
Monday and Thursday mornings – 8:30 -11:30 AM  
June 1st through August 13th 
 

Monthly Food Delivery – 1:30 - 3:30 PM  
Thursdays June 11th, July 16th and August 13th 

50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration for Mr. 
and Mrs. Gary Thompson 

May 2, 2026 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
St. Thomas Parish Hall 

All are invited 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org. Under
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the
form.

Last Name ______________________________________________________

First Name(s) __________________________________Mr __ Mrs __ Ms ___

Email ____________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________ ZIP________________

Phone ___________________________________________________________

New Parishioner _______ Change of address/phone _______

Click the
QR code
for more

infor-
mation
and to
register

Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet

Chaplet of Divine Mercy | USCCB

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How to Submit Bulletin Information 
Send information for the bulletin to 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
with subject Bulletin.  
 
Submissions are due by Friday 
noon, one full week prior.  
 
Send images or logos separately 
as attachments.   
 
Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.  Please, DO 
NOT send PDFs. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents participate in a 
Baptism class before 
the Baptism of their first 
child. Contact the   
Parish Office to sched-
ule the class. 

Confessions 
Saturday  4:00-4:45pm 

&  
6:00 p.m.-until last   
confession heard. 

Parish Office Hours  
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail.  To leave 
a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press: 
    3  -  Msgr. Gray 
    0  -  Tracey – Administrative Assist. 
           1341  -  Sheris—Finance & Tuition 
              1310  -  Kate—Faith Formation  
           1301  -  Peggy—Bulletin   
If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are 
welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office 
downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main 
Sacristy upstairs.  The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. every day. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Get this bulletin 
emailed to you 
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1208

...or scan
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