
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Msgr. Jason A. Gray………………..(x3)
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester…..(x1430)
frpat@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Edward Besigye………….
fredward@stthomas-church.net

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson…….....981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…...….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch... (Senior Status)

Director of Faith Formation:
Kate Crim…………… …(x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)
parishnurse@stthomas-church.net

Music Coordinator: ………………..……………..

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class. Link can

be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).

mailto:frpat@stthomas-church.net
mailto:fredward@stthomas-church.net
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From Our Pastor

Next weekend, we will welcome Fr. Marc Nkulu
back to St. Thomas to make a mission appeal on
behalf of the Society of African Missionaries. This
religious order serves throughout several countries
in Africa. Your contributions will help build up the
Church in developing areas. Archbishop Sheen
considered it a privilege to support the missions,
since we are continuing the apostolic mission of
preaching Jesus Christ throughout the world.

Four weeks ago we discovered that our air
conditioning in the church needed a major
repair. Though I hoped it would be repaired last
weekend, I am hopeful that it will be completed
by this weekend. Thank you for your patience
during recent warmer weather.

Bishop Tylka accepted an invitation from our
parish for a Q & A with seniors this Tuesday at
10:00 a.m. Seniors are welcome to attend. The
session will be an open opportunity to ask the
Bishop questions. We look forward to hearing
Bishop Tylka speak about his vision, especially as
we look forward to the Beatification of
Archbishop Fulton Sheen.

As the Cause for Fulton Sheen moves forward, I
have reserved a bus for those who would like to
travel to the Beatification in St. Louis on Thursday,
September 24, and return on the same
day. Please contact the office if you would like
to reserve a place on the parish bus. I am also
inquiring about producing a mosaic of Blessed
Fulton Sheen, similar to our existing mosaics for
display in the narthex. If you are interested in
supporting this effort, please contact me or the
parish office so we can proceed.

I draw your attention to the Knights of Columbus
service this Saturday to protect your identity by
offering paper shredding and hard drive
destruction. Donations for the Knights of
Columbus are accepted.

If you haven’t downloaded My Parish App, this is
a great resource for you. Please visit https://
myparishapp.com/download/. This app
connects you with messages from the parish, the
parish calendar, information about the parish
office, and links to parish bulletin.

- -Msgr. Gray

Readings for the Week of April 19, 2026

Sunday Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2: 14, 22-33; 1 Peter 1: 17-21; Luke 24: 35-48

Monday Acts 6: 8-15; John 6: 22-29

Tuesday St. Anselm, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
Acts 7: 51—8: 1a; John 6: 30-35

Wednesday Acts 8: 1b-8; John 6: 35-40

Thursday St. Adalbert, Bishop & Martyr
Acts 8: 26-40; John 6: 44-51

Friday St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest & Martyr
Acts 9: 1-20; John 6: 52-59

Saturday St. Mark, Evangelist
1 Peter 5: 5b-14; Mark 16: 15-20

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2: 14a, 36-41; 1 Peter 2: 20b-25; John 10: 1-10

Mass Intentions
Monday, April 20, 2026

7:00 a.m. Paul Hop Nguyen/Mai Dang
8:00 a.m. Intentions of Dr. Gary & Vivette Miller/Kevin Morrissey

Tuesday, April 21, 2026
7:00 a.m. Tony Gay/John & Sonia Nelson
8:00 a.m. Angela Kenny/Mark & Barbara Ruff

Wednesday, April 22, 2026
7:00 a.m. Intentions of Peoria Seminarians & Priestly Vocations/FSJB
8:00 a.m. Hop Nguyen/Phan & Tam Vu

Thursday, April 23, 2026
7:00 a.m. Robert Moushard/Kathleen & Christopher Moushard
Schl Mass Mary Ann O’Neill/Family

Friday, April 24, 2026
7:00 p.m. Nancy Kelly/John & Amy Kelly
8:00 a.m. Helen Tolentino/The Sarmiento Family

Saturday, April 25, 2026
8:00 a.m. Remidios Tolentino/The Sarmiento Family
5:00 p.m. Fr. Tom Taylor/The Sauer Family

Sunday, April 26, 2026
8:00 a.m. For the People

10:00 a.m. Blessed Frederic Ozanam, Founder of the SVdP Society
5:00 p.m. Mary Ann O’Neill/Family

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 

Sally Heinz, mother of Jerry Heinz, grandmother 
of Robert Heinz and Rebecca Spillman  

Weekly Collection 
 April 12, 2026

Fiscal YTD 
Collections needed ............................. $20,400 ...................................... $836,400 
Sunday Collections .............................. $13,993 ...................................... $592,290 
Electronic Collections………………...$10,400….….….........….………$281,759 
Total Collected………………..….…….$24,393…. ................................. $874,049 
Over/(Short)…....................................... . $3,993 ........................................ $37,649 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our 
mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 
your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 
contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 
tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.   Thank you for your 
support.  

Sponsor of the Week 

Week of April 19
ROSARY  Tuesday, April 21, 10:00 a.m., Chapel 

BISHOP LOU Q/A WITH SENIORS  Tuesday, April 21, 10:00 a.m., Parish Hall 

CCD  Wednesday, April 22,  6:00 p.m., School 

WOMEN OF THE WORD  Thursday, April 23, 6:30 p.m., Church 

TMIY  Friday, April 24, doors open 6:00, program 6:30 a.m., ends by 7:30 
a.m., Parish Hall

SCHOOL PLAY  Friday-Sunday, April 24-26, 7:00/2:00 p.m., PND 

K OF C SHREDDER EVENT  Saturday, April 25, 10:00 p.m., Back Parking Lot 

CHURCH CLEANING  Saturday, following 8:00 a.m. Mass, Church   

UPCOMING EVENTS 
  Adoration  May 1  

      First Communion May 2 
 Spring Band/Choir Concert May 11 

       8th Grade Graduation May 19 
       St. Thomas Holy Hour May 21 

Pray with the Pope 
April 2026 

For Priests In Crisis 
Let us pray for Priests going through 
moments of crisis in their vocation, 

that they may find the 
accompaniment they need and that 
communities may support them with 

understanding and prayer. 

SMA MISSION APPEAL 
MESSAGE 

It is with great joy that I return to this parish, 
where I was blessed to serve two years ago. I 
remain deeply grateful for the faith, kindness, 
and support you shared with me during my 
time among you. As the Church continues to 
emphasize the call to mission, we are all 
reminded that by our baptism, each of us is 
sent to share the Good News of Jesus Christ 
both in our local communities and to the 
ends of the earth. This weekend April 25-26, 
2026, I come to you on behalf of the Society 
of African Missions (SMA) for our Mission 
Appeal. 

The SMA is dedicated in a special way to 
proclaiming the Gospel in parts of Africa 
where the Church is still growing and where 
many communities are in great need of 
pastoral care, education, and hope. Your 
prayers and generous support make it 
possible for SMA missionaries to continue this 
vital work. In supporting the missions, you are 
truly participating in the Church’s universal 
mission. 

I invite you to keep the missions in your 
prayers and, if you are able, to support us in 
this appeal. Thank you once again for your 
warm welcome and continued support. May 
God bless you and your families. 

Father Marc NKULU, SMA 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Rosary for Peace 
Every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. 

Where:  Small Chapel—St. Thomas Church 

Where two or three gather in My name, I am there among them.  
Matthew 18:20 

 

Prayers offered:  Rosary, Chaplet of Mercy, and a Few 
Spontaneous Intercessory Prayers 

 

Duration:  30 minutes or free to leave early 
All parishioners and friends welcome 

 St. Thomas - Food Pantry 

While all donations are greatly appreciated, of particular need at this 
time are:    jelly, peanut butter, green beans, corn and cereal  
 

Thank you!   

PDCCW Outstanding Volunteer 
Mass & Celebration Luncheon 

– Reminder to RSVP 
 
All women of the Diocese are warmly invited to 
the PDCCW Outstanding Volunteer Mass with 
Bishop Tylka and Celebration Lunch-
eon on Tuesday, April 28th. 
 
8:30 AM – Rosary & May Crowning (please bring 
flowers to lay before Our Lady) 
9:00 AM – Holy Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
Following Mass – Celebration Luncheon at the 
Spalding Pastoral Center 
 
We joyfully invite all women who volunteer in 
their parishes, schools, ministries, and communi-
ties are warmly invited to attend. Whether you 
serve in liturgy, faith formation, pro-life efforts, 
outreach ministries, hospitality, leadership, or 
through quiet acts of service behind the 
scenes—your generosity strengthens the 
Church in beautiful and meaningful ways. 
Family members and friends are also welcome 
to attend. 
 
Please RSVP by April 20th to Mary Ann Hughes 
at 217-597-1021. 
 
Come be celebrated and give thanks for the 
many ways women serve our Diocese! 

Prayer • Honor • Blessings – May 9, 2026 
All women and graduates of the Peoria        Diocese are warmly invited to 
a beautiful day of prayer, honor, and blessings as we            cele-
brate Mary, our Mother. 
Join us for: 
• Marian Procession and May Crowning 
• Holy Mass celebrated by Fr. Chase Hilgenbrinck at Sacred Heart Catho-
lic Church, Peoria 
• Celebration Tea at the Spalding Pastoral Center 
We will honor Mother’s Day as a blessing for all women, and all mothers 
and graduates will be recognized and celebrated at both the Mass and 
the Celebration Tea. 
RSVP by April 20 to April Adams at 309-369-5110. 
Come celebrate faith, motherhood, and new beginnings with women 
across the Diocese! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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For I was hungry and you gave me something 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you invited 
me in. – Matthew 25: 35 
 

The St. Thomas Food Pantry offers 
an excellent opportunity for stu-
dents needing service hours! On 
Monday and Thursday mornings, federal holi-
days excepted, the pantry distributes groceries 
to neighbors in need in the Peoria Heights area. 
Packing groceries, registering pantry guests, 
restocking shelves, repackaging food and help-
ing guests to their vehicles are tasks that stu-
dents will perform while under adult supervision. 
An additional service opportunity occurs one 
Thursday afternoon per month when we re-
ceive a truckload of food products from Mid-
west Food Bank. On these days, students help 
adult volunteers unload the truck, repackage 
food, rotate stock and stock shelves.  Students 
interested in earning service hours at the food 
pantry  should contact Diana Janda at diana-
janda1964@gmail.com by Friday, May 15th.    
 

2026 Opportunities Available: 
Monday and Thursday mornings – 8:30 -11:30 AM  
June 1st through August 13th 
 

Monthly Food Delivery – 1:30 - 3:30 PM  
Thursdays June 11th, July 16th and August 13th 

We Are Hiring 
STS seeks a  

FULL TIME FOURTH GRADE Teacher for the 26-27 School Year 
 

Send your letter of interest & resume to: 

Maureen Bentley, Principal maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net 
309-685-2533 

Mass for Beatification 
The Mass for the Beatification of the Venerable Servant of God, Archbish-
op Fulton J. Sheen, will take place on Thursday, September 24, 2026, at 2 
pm Central time at The Dome at America’s Center in St. Louis. The Beatifi-
cation will be celebrated by Cardinal Luis Tagle, who has been nominat-
ed as the Papal Representative.  
 
More information, including details about attending the celebration, or-
dering tickets when they become available, and preparing spiritually for 
the Beatification, will be found at celebratesheen.com  

50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration for Mr. 
and Mrs. Gary Thompson 

May 2, 2026 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
St. Thomas Parish Hall 

All are invited 

 

Seats are filling fast—if you want to go call soon! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://ocsnrjebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Br7KIUneJkpI0IIrRg2OBSc1y_phJ2EW-5W3CEXqyAU9J_9GDKFR0axLChRKmz-Dy9rx-2SGf3ISkCOKa8muLmEIO51jRQ4rmnDdEc_L-bu_6zp8907WS_4NeMaCkYl5OxFJR8aZWbMfl-DJioS-EtcCY0i0_837&c=YzoJFdH5U2M1uGd3AO_13N1-2aki25M_f-yM6PFGaeA9AJnlVr4WGw=


St. Thomas the Apostle Church Page 6 Peoria Heights, IL

Parish Registration
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org. Under
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the
form.

Last Name ______________________________________________________

First Name(s) __________________________________Mr __ Mrs __ Ms ___

Email ____________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________ ZIP________________

Phone ___________________________________________________________

New Parishioner _______ Change of address/phone _______

Click the
QR code
for more

infor-
mation
and to
register

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How to Submit Bulletin Information 
Send information for the bulletin to 
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net 
with subject Bulletin.  
 
Submissions are due by Friday 
noon, one full week prior.  
 
Send images or logos separately 
as attachments.   
 
Submissions may be edited for 
content and length.  Please, DO 
NOT send PDFs. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents participate in a 
Baptism class before 
the Baptism of their first 
child. Contact the   
Parish Office to sched-
ule the class. 

Confessions 
Saturday  4:00-4:45pm 

&  
6:00 p.m.-until last   
confession heard. 

Parish Office Hours  
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. Staff are also available by email or voicemail.  To leave 
a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt, press: 
    3  -  Msgr. Gray 
    0  -  Tracey – Administrative Assist. 
           1341  -  Sheris—Finance & Tuition 
              1310  -  Kate—Faith Formation  
           1301  -  Peggy—Bulletin   
If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office, you are 
welcome to put them through the mail slot of the Office 
downstairs in the Church, or under the door of the main 
Sacristy upstairs.  The Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. every day. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Get this bulletin 
emailed to you 
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1208

...or scan
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