
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Msgr. Jason A. Gray………………..(x3)
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester…..(x1430)
frpat@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Edward Besigye………….
fredward@stthomas-church.net

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson…….....981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…...….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch... (Senior Status)

Director of Faith Formation:
Kate Crim…………… …(x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)
parishnurse@stthomas-church.net

Music Coordinator: Nathalie Corbett………..

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class. Link can

be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).
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From Our Pastor
This weekend is our last regular
Donut Sunday offered after the
Sunday morning Masses. Please
join us for this opportunity to

connect with other members of our parish. We
thank the Knights of Columbus for their regular
service in volunteering Donut Sundays.

We raised money at the Progressive Dinner to
replace the chairs in the Parish Hall. Although it
has taken some time, the chairs are scheduled
to be delivered in mid-May. Thanks for your
patience which will soon be rewarded.

We are anticipating the Beatification of
Archbishop Fulton Sheen. We have a few
remaining seats on a bus to St. Louis for those
who would like to attend. Please call the parish
office if you are interested. I am anticipating
preparing a mosaic of Blessed Fulton Sheen for
the narthex, like the other mosaics in the
church. The total cost is approximately
$28,000. Some parishioners have come forward
to donate to this effort. If you are interested, I
invite you to make your donation.

Our Director of Faith Formation has a “kid’s
bulletin” resource which is made available in
the narthex. If your children are interested,
please pick up these bulletins for their use.

Last weekend, I welcomed Nathalie Corbett as
our new music director. I am grateful for her
addition to our parish staff.

As a final note, please advise us if you know of
any homebound parishioners who are not able
to come to Church. Our volunteer
extraordinary ministers generously visit the
homebound and bring Communion to those
who are ill. If you know of someone who should
be added to our homebound list, please
contact the parish office.

- -Msgr. Gray

Readings for the Week of May 3, 2026

Sunday Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 6: 1-7; 1 Peter 2: 4-9; John 14: 1-12

Monday Acts 14: 5-18; John 14: 21-26

Tuesday Acts 14: 19-28; John 14: 27-31a

Wednesday Acts 15: 1-6; John 15: 1-8

Thursday Acts 15: 7-21; John 15: 9-11

Friday Acts 15: 22-31; John 15: 12-17

Saturday Acts 16: 1-10; John 14: 7-14

Sunday Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17; 1 Peter 3: 15-18; John 14: 15-21

Mass Intentions
Monday, May 4, 2026

7:00 a.m. Intentions of Dr. Gary & Vivette Miller/Kevin Morrissey
8:00 a.m. Tim Ardis/Sue Ardis

Tuesday, May 5, 2026
7:00 a.m. Mark Olson/Diane Mahrt
8:00 a.m. Teresa McCabe/The Elger Family

Wednesday, May 6, 2026
7:00 a.m. Angela Kenny/Karen & Bob Metzinger
8:00 a.m. Melvin Noe, 9th Anniv/Mary Ann Noe

Thursday, May 7, 2026
7:00 a.m. Deb Majewski/Diane & Chris Russick
Schl Mass Intentions of Julianna Cooper/St. Thomas School

Friday, May 8, 2026
7:00 p.m. Robert Nelson/John & Sonia Nelson
8:00 a.m. Sr. Bernadette, FSJB/FSJB

Saturday, May 9, 2026
8:00 a.m. Peter Pasquel/Rick & Melanie Picl
5:00 p.m. Mark Olson/Art & Holly Hanley

Sunday, May 10, 2026
8:00 a.m. For the People

10:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the Mallow & Hessling Families/
Dcn. Ed & Cathy Mallow

5:00 p.m. Mary Ann O’Neill/Family

Sheen Book ClubWelcomes
NewMembers

The current book is: The World’s First Love.
The next meeting will be on Sunday, May 17th,

at 6:00 p.m. to discuss chapters 10-15.

The next book we will be reading is Go to
Heaven, and discussion will begin on June 15th,
if anyone would like to join this summer! We
also have an online discussion.
If interested in joining the book club, please
contact Rhonda phone, text, or email, 309-678-
3905, rhondabachman1@gmail.com.

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our�Sympathy�

�
Please�pray�for�those�who�have�died�this�week�

�

Weekly�Collection�
� ��������������������������������������������������April�26,�2026� �
� � Fiscal�YTD�
Collections�needed�.............................�$20,400�......................................�$877,200�
Sunday�Collections�................................�$8,317�......................................�$630,720�
Electronic�Collections…………...…..…...$285….….….........….………$283,098�
Total�Collected………………..…..…….$8,602….�..................................�$913,818�
Over/(Short)…..................................�.�$(11,798)�........................................�$36,618�
�

Your� support� of� St.� Thomas� Parish� is� important� to� sustain� our���������������������
mission.� Please� remember� to� contribute� regularly� with�
your� envelopes� or� checks� in� our� regular� Sunday� collection.� � Electronic�
contributions� can� be� made� through� direct� debit,� or� by� using� the� Giving�
tab� on� our� parish� website:� stthomaspeoria.org.� � � Thank� you� for� your������
support.��

Sponsor�of�the�Week� 

Week�of�May�3�

ST.�VINCENT�DE�PAUL�&�PANTRY�COLLECTIONS��At�all�Masses�this�weekend�
�
COFFEE�&�DONUTS��Sunday,�May�3,�after�morning�Masses�
�
LIFETEEN��Sunday,�May�3,�6:00�p.m.,�Parish�Hall�
�
MAY�CROWNING��Monday,�May�4,�2:45�p.m.,�Church�
�
ROSARY��Tuesday,�May�5,�10:00�a.m.,�Chapel�
�
CCD��Wednesday,�May�6,��6:00�p.m.,�School�
�
WOMEN�OF�THE�WORD��Thursday,�May�7,�6:30�p.m.,�Parish�Hall�
�
CHURCH�CLEANING��Saturday,�following�8:00�a.m.�Mass,�Church���
�
CASRMELITES��Saturday,�May�9,�11:00�a.m.,�Church/Parish�Hall�
�

UPCOMING�EVENTS�
�����������Spring�Band/Choir�Concert� May�11�
� ������8th�Grade�Graduation� May�19�
� ��������St.�Thomas�Holy�Hour� May�21�
� �����������Millions�of�Monicas� May�26�
� � ������������Adoration� June�5�
� ��������Clergy�Convocation� June�15�

Rosary�for�Peace�
Every�Tuesday�at�10:00�a.m.�

Where:��Small�Chapel—St.�Thomas�Church�

Where�two�or�three�gather�in�My�name,�I�am�
there�among�them.��Matthew�18:20�

�

Prayers�offered:��Rosary,�Chaplet�of�
Mercy,�and�a�Few�Spontaneous�

Intercessory�Prayers�
�

Duration:��30�minutes�or�free�to�
leave�early�

All�parishioners�and�friends�welcome�

Pray�with�the�Pope�
May�2026�

That�Everyone�Might�Have�Food�
Let�us�pray�that�everyone,�from�large�producers�to�
small�consumers,�be�committed�to�avoid�wasting�
food,�and�to�ensure�that�everyone�has�access�to�

quality�food.��

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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Holy�Hour�for�
the�Rights�of�the�
Unborn�&�Their�

Mothers��
�
Join�Pro-life�Prayer�
Warriors�and�Knights�
of�Columbus�at�a�
Holy�Hour�for�the�
Rights�of�the�Unborn�
on�Monday,�May�4,�
from�7:00-8:00�pm�at�
St.�Mark’s�Church,�
Peoria.��Join�us�in�
Mary’s�month�in�
offering�a�Spiritual�
Bouquet�to�our�
Blessed�Mother�so�
that�every�human�life�
will�be�protected�in�
law�and�welcomed�
in�love.�The�Holy�Hour�
includes�Exposition�of�
the�Blessed�
Sacrament,�the�
rosary,�adoration,�
and�Benediction.��

New�Tax�Deduction�for�Non-Itemizers�
Under�current�law,�taxpayers�who�take�the�standard�deduction�(those�who�do�not�itemize)�general-
ly�cannot�deduct�charitable�contributions.�Beginning�in�2026,�the�new�law�restores�an�above-the-
line�deduction�for�cash�gifts�made�to�qualified�public�charities.�This�means�that�even�if�you�do�not�
itemize,�you�can�still�deduct�charitable�gifts�up�to:�

·�������$1,000�for�single�taxpayers�
·�������$2,000�for�married�couples�filing�jointly.�

Your�generosity�now�goes�even�further!�By�making�a�cash�gift�to�St�Thomas,�you�can�support�our�
parish�and�school�while�taking�advantage�of�this�new�tax�benefit.�

St.�Thomas�-�
Food�Pantry�

While�all�donations�
are�greatly�
appreciated,�of�
particular�need�at�
this�time�are:����jelly,�
peanut�butter,�
green�beans,�corn�
and�cereal��
�

Thank�you!���

For�More�
Information�
About�the�

Beatification�
�
Visit�
celebratesheen.com�
for�more�information�
about�attending,�
obtaining�tickets�
when�they�become�
available,�and�
preparing�spiritually�
for�the�Beatification.��

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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For�I�was�hungry�and�you�gave�me�something�
to�eat,�I�was�thirsty�and�you�gave�me�
something�to�drink,�I�was�a�stranger�and�you�
invited�me�in.�–�Matthew�25:�
35�
�
The�St.�Thomas�Food�Pantry�
offers�an�excellent�
opportunity�for�students�
needing�service�hours!�On�Monday�and�
Thursday�mornings,�federal�holidays�excepted,�
the�pantry�distributes�groceries�to�neighbors�in�
need�in�the�Peoria�Heights�area.�Packing�
groceries,�registering�pantry�guests,�restocking�
shelves,�repackaging�food�and�helping�guests�
to�their�vehicles�are�tasks�that�students�will�
perform�while�under�adult�supervision.�An�
additional�service�opportunity�occurs�one�
Thursday�afternoon�per�month�when�we�
receive�a�truckload�of�food�products�from�
Midwest�Food�Bank.�On�these�days,�students�
help�adult�volunteers�unload�the�truck,�
repackage�food,�rotate�stock�and�stock�
shelves.��Students�interested�in�earning�service�
hours�at�the�food�pantry�should�contact�Diana�
Janda�at�dianajanda1964@gmail.com�by�
Friday,�May�15th.����
�
2026�Opportunities�Available:�
Monday�and�Thursday�mornings�–�8:30�-11:30�AM��
June�1st�through�August�13th�
�

Monthly�Food�Delivery�–�1:30�-�3:30�PM��
Thursdays�June�11th,�July�16th,�and�August�13th�

Looking�for�new�or�old�rosaries,�rosary�parts�or�
rosaries�with�broken�chains,�missing�beads�
to�be�rescued�and/or�restored�back�to�praying�
hands.�You�can�drop�these�in�the�boxes�found�
at�the�narthex�or�by�the�table�at�the�lower�level�
entrance.�
�
Blessed�rosaries�are�available�in�the�baskets�the�
week�before�First�Saturdays�at�no�cost�and�are�
also�intended�for�first�communicants,�OCIA,�
hospital/homebound,�funerals,�missions�in�����
Africa,�or�by�request.�

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org. Under
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the
form.
Last Name ______________________________________________________

First Name(s) __________________________________Mr __ Mrs __ Ms ___

Email ____________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________ ZIP________________

Phone ___________________________________________________________

Would you like to be contacted by the New Parishioner Welcoming
Committee? Yes ________ No ________

New Parishioner _______ Change of address/phone _______

Click the
QR code
for more

infor-
mation
and to
register

SAVE THE DATE!
9th Annual Golf Outing for
Building Hope in Kids - Uganda
Sunday, Aug. 13, 2026
12 noon shotgun start
Quail Meadows Golf Course
More information at www.buildinghopeinkids.org

Spirit Radio Gala

Catholic Spirit Radio invites you to
their 15th Anniversary Gala
on Thursday, May 14 at The
Chateau in Bloomington –
featuring dinner, a live auction,
and a live keynote with nationally-
acclaimed Dr. Ray Guarendi!
Doors open at 5:00 p.m. Dinner at

6:00 p.m.
Visit catholicspiritradio.com for
reservations and more details.
Can’t attend in person? A Virtual
Attendee option is available to
watch Dr. Ray’s keynote from
home. For the ultimate
experience, add a breakfast with
Dr. Ray on Friday, May 15! All
proceeds support Catholic Spirit
Radio’s building purchase fund so
your attendance will make a
lasting difference for Catholic
radio. Join us for a very special
evening!

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com



How�to�Submit�Bulletin�Information�
Send�information�for�the�bulletin�to�
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net�
with�subject�Bulletin.��
�
Submissions�are�due�by�Friday�
noon,�one�full�week�prior.��
�
Send�images�or�logos�separately�
as�attachments.���
�
Submissions�may�be�edited�for�
content�and�length.��Please,�DO�
NOT�send�PDFs.�

Sacrament�of�Baptism�
Parents�participate�in�a�
Baptism�class�before�
the�Baptism�of�their�first�
child.�Contact�the���
Parish�Office�to�sched-
ule�the�class.�

Confessions�
Saturday��4:00-4:45pm�

&��
6:00�p.m.-until�last���
confession�heard.�

Parish�Office�Hours��
The�Parish�Office�is�open�Monday-Friday�from�9:00�a.m.�to�1:00�
p.m.�Staff�are�also�available�by�email�or�voicemail.��To�leave�
a�message,�call�309-688-3446,�and�at�the�prompt,�press:�
� ���3��-��Msgr.�Gray�
� ���0��-��Tracey�–�Administrative�Assist.�
�����������1341��-��Sheris—Finance�&�Tuition�
��������������1310��-��Kate—Faith�Formation��
�����������1301��-��Peggy—Bulletin� � �
If�you�have�items�to�deliver�for�the�Parish�Office,�you�are�
welcome�to�put�them�through�the�mail�slot�of�the�Office�
downstairs�in�the�Church,�or�under�the�door�of�the�main�
Sacristy�upstairs.��The�Church�is�open�from�7:00�a.m.�to�4:00�
p.m.�every�day.�

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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