
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Msgr. Jason A. Gray………………..(x3)
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester…..(x1430)
frpat@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Edward Besigye………….
fredward@stthomas-church.net

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson…….....981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…...….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch... (Senior Status)

Director Faith Formation: Kate Crim….(x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)
parishnurse@stthomas-church.net

Music Coordinator: Nathalie Corbett………..
nathaliecorbett@stthomas-church.net

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class. Link can

be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).

mailto:frpat@stthomas-church.net
mailto:fredward@stthomas-church.net
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From Our Pastor
The Easter Season ended last week at
Pentecost and we return to Ordinary

Time. We also concluded the school year at St.
Thomas School, which gives me a moment to
look back with gratitude for our faculty and
staff for their hard work in serving our parents
and students so well. The summer months are
important as we clean the school and make
necessary repairs. This summer we will finish the
security upgrades that were paid for by our
Progressive Dinner last year. This will include a
protective security film for the school doors and
windows and the upgrade of the school office
service window.

Following Pentecost, we celebrate special
solemnities, including the Trinity this weekend
and Corpus Christi next weekend. This
weekend, we remember the blessings we
receive through the mystery of our one God
who is three persons, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit.

Next weekend, we are privileged to welcome
Father Johnpaul Stedwill who will celebrate the
Saturday evening Mass on June 6th. Father
Stedwill attended St. Thomas School for part of
his grade school education and was just
ordained as a priest for our diocese last
weekend. It is a blessing to welcome a new
priest, and this should encourage us also to
pray for vocations to the priesthood.

Next weekend, we also look forward to the
Corpus Christi procession with the Blessed
Sacrament after the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass on
June 7th. Join us for the procession as we carry
the Eucharist into the public around our
parish. At the end of Mass, we place the
Eucharist in the monstrance and carry Our Lord
to two other devotional altars set up around our
campus before we return to the church. The
faithful are blessed three times as Benediction
takes place at each altar. We join in prayer,
proclaiming our faith, and witnessing to our
belief in the real presence of Jesus in the
Eucharist.

The Diocese of Peoria has produced a pictorial
coffee table book on the history of the Diocese
and the parishes for our 150th anniversary. This
attractive book will be a collector’s item and a
beautiful commemorative. We have a limited
supply of books that can be purchased for $40
after Mass this weekend or by stopping by the
parish office.

- -Msgr. Gray

Readings for the Week of May 31, 2026
Sunday The Most Holy Trinity

Exodus 34: 4b-6, 8-9; 2 Corinthians 13: 11-13; John 3: 16-18

Monday St. Justin, Martyr
2 Peter 1: 2-7; Mark 12: 1-12

Tuesday Sts. Marcellinus & Peter, Martyrs
2 Peter 3: 12-15a, 17-18; Mark 12: 13-17

Wednesday St. Charles Lwanga & Companions, Martyrs
2 Timothy 1: 1-3, 6-12; Mark 12: 18-27

Thursday 2 Timothy 2: 8-15; Mark 12: 28-34

Friday St. Boniface, Bishop & Martyr
2 Timothy 3: 10-17; Mark 12: 35-37

Saturday St. Norbert, Bishop
2 Timothy 4: 1-8; Mark 12: 38-44

Sunday The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ ~ Corpus Christi
Deuteronomy 8: 2-3, 14b-16a; 1 Corinthians 10: 16-17;
John 6: 51-58

Mass Intentions
Monday, June 1, 2026

7:00 a.m. Intentions of Dr. Gary & Vivette Miller/Kevin Morrissey
8:00 a.m. Mary Ann O’Neill/Family

Tuesday, June 2, 2026
7:00 a.m. Vivienne Burek/George & Connie Burek
8:00 a.m. Peggy Hessling/Chris & Dianna Russick

Wednesday, June 3, 2026
7:00 a.m. Ward, Nyla, & Needra Bell/Jack & Margaret Weinstein
8:00 a.m. Souls in Purgatory/Mai Dang

Thursday, June 4, 2026
7:00 a.m. Jim & Angela Kenny/Rich & Colleen Lavin & Family
8:00 a.m. Canon John Elattery/FSJB

Friday, June 5, 2026
7:00 p.m. Mark Olson/John & Kathy Lovis
Schl Mass Teresa McCabe/The Elger Family

Saturday, June 6, 2026
8:00 a.m. Eric Gurdian/Maria Gurdian-McCrea
5:00 p.m. Intention for Family/The Sauer Family

Sunday, June 7, 2026
8:00 a.m. For the People

10:00 a.m. Mary Ann O’Neill/Family
5:00 p.m. Phillip Braet/Family

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our�Sympathy�

�
Please�pray�for�those�who�have�died�this�week�

Weekly�Collection�
� ��������������������������������������������������May�24,�2026� �
� � Fiscal�YTD�
Collections�needed�.............................�$20,400�......................................�$958,800�
Sunday�Collections�..............................�$12,399�......................................�$681,231�
Electronic�Collections……..…..…..…...$3,761….….….........….………$305,752�
Total�Collected…………………...…….$16,160…..�................................�$986,983�
Over/(Short)…..................................�...�$(4,240)�........................................�$28,183�
�

Your� support� of� St.� Thomas� Parish� is� important� to� sustain� our���������������������
mission.� Please� remember� to� contribute� regularly� with�
your� envelopes� or� checks� in� our� regular� Sunday� collection.� � Electronic�
contributions� can� be� made� through� direct� debit,� or� by� using� the� Giving�
tab� on� our� parish� website:� stthomaspeoria.org.� � � Thank� you� for� your������
support.��

Sponsor�of�the�Week� 

Week�of�May�31�

SIGN-UP�FOR�FIRST�FRIDAY�ADORATION��This�Weekend�after�all�Masses,�
narthex�
�
ROSARY��Tuesday,�June�2,�10:00�a.m.,�Chapel�
�
ADORATION��Friday,�June�5,�after�8:00�a.m.�Mass�until�Benediction�at�7:00�
p.m.�
�
CHURCH�CLEANING��Saturday,�following�8:00�a.m.�Mass,�Church���
�

UPCOMING�EVENTS�
� ��������� ���������������LifeTeen� June�7�
� ���Fulton�Sheen�Book�Club� June�7�
�����������������������Clergy�Convocation� June�15-18�
� Communion�Service�Only� June�15-18�
� �����������Millions�of�Monicas� June�23�
� �������St.�Thomas�Holy�Hour�� June�25�
� � ������������Totus�Tuus� June�29-July�3�

Baptism�Congratulations�
�

Franklin�Ismael�Juarez�Mendez,�son�of�
Leslie�Mendez�&�Franklin�Juarez�

�
Ruby�Nolan�Cloninger,�daughter�of�

Megan�&�Nolan�Cloninger�FIRST�FIVE�SATURDAYS����������
DEVOTION�TO�THE�

IMMACULATE�HEART�OF�
MARY�

as�requested�by�Our�Lady�100�years�ago�
The�Vatican�has�declared�a�Jubilee�

year�
from�10�Dec�2025�until�10�Dec�2026�

�

Rosary�7:35�am;���Mass�8:00�am�
Confessions�available�after�Mass�

Meditation�for�15�minutes�
on�the�Mysteries�of�the�Rosary�(self-

guided)�
�

*part�of�Our�Lady�of�Fatima's�PEACE�
plan�–�(1)�penance�&�reparation,�

(2)�daily�rosary,�(3)�Five�First�Saturday�
devotion,�and��(4)�consecration�to�her�

Immaculate�Heart.�
�

Blessed�rosaries�are�available�at�the�
narthex�at�no�cost.���

Rosary�restoration�and�rescue�are�of-
fered�as�part�of�the�Rosary�Project.�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas - Food Pantry
While all donations are greatly appreciated,
of particular need at this time are: jelly,
peanut butter, green beans, corn and
cereal

Thank you!

Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
As part of the ongoing celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the
Diocese of Peoria, we are consecrating our diocese to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. The Consecration Mass is on June 12, 2026
- the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus - at The Cathedral of
Saint Mary at 5:00 p.m.

Learn more about the Consecration of our Diocese to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus by visiting cdop.org/sacred-heart.

When you go to the poor, you encounter Jesus

As a Catholic do you ever feel like the lord is calling you to do
more?
You're not sure what he is calling you to do but you're sure he is
calling. I felt that same way about 5 years ago. I started look-

ing at the Church website, at all the groups St. Thomas offered. I saw the
St. Vincent DePaul Society and how they help the local poor with advice
and with the money they get from the monthly collection. Two weeks had
gone by, and I was still wondering what God was calling me to do. Then
at Saturday evening Mass the St. Vincent DePaul Society gave a short talk
after Mass trying to recruit new members. I knew this wasn't a coinci-
dence. I stopped to talk to one of the members and quickly realized this
was my calling. Within a few weeks of training, I began to do home visits.
Like everyone else, I had my own misconceptions about the poor. I soon
realized none of them were true. I also quickly realized I wasn't just helping
the poor I was helping myself see the world the way Jesus does. On one
visit a lady needed help paying for a car license sticker. She had just been
let go from Cat after 14 years. Her husband was still working but their
budget was tight. My partner and I talked to her about options and she
began to cry. She just couldn't believe she had been fired. Then she told
us she had decided to chase a dream of becoming a paid care giver for
her Nephew who was mentally disabled. She said she had been praying
about a way to help him for a long time. She again started to cry. I asked
her do you think God just answered your prayer? She instantly stopped
crying and smiled. She said, " I never thought of that. Yes I think he has
answered my prayer.” We got her a new license sticker and before we
left, I asked if she would be alright now? She just smiled and said “yes.”
Your donations enable the St. Vincent DePaul Society to help our local
Friends in need.
If you would like a chance to follow the voice of God talk to one of the St.
Vincent DePaul members holding a collection box the next time you see
one.

~ Mike Hallar

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Pray�with�the�Pope�
May�2026�

That�Everyone�Might�Have�Food�
Let�us�pray�that�everyone,�from�large�producers�

to�small�consumers,�be�committed�to�avoid�
wasting�food,�and�to�ensure�that�everyone�has�

access�to�quality�food.��

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish�Registration�
Complete�this�form�and�drop�it�in�the�collection�basket,�or�mail�to�the�
Parish�Office�or�Register�on�our�website�at�stthomaspeoria.org.��Under�
About�open�the�New�Parishioner�Registration,�complete�and�submit�the�
form.
Last�Name�______________________________________________________�
�
First�Name(s)�__________________________________Mr�__�Mrs�__��Ms�___�
�
Email�____________________________________________________________�
�
Phone___________________________________________________________�
�
Address�_________________________________________________________�
�
City_______________________________________�������ZIP________________�
�
Phone�___________________________________________________________�
�
Would�you�like�to�be�contacted�by�the�New�Parishioner�Welcoming�
Committee?�����Yes�________����No�________�
�
New�Parishioner�_______��������Change�of�address/phone�_______�

Holy�Hour�for�the�Unborn�and�their�Mothers��
�

This�month,�we�celebrate�the�feast�of�Corpus�Christi�on�June�7.��Pope�St.�
John�Paul�II�wrote�in�The�Gospel�of�Life:�It�is�from�the�blood�of�Christ�that�
all�find�strength�to�commit�themselves�to�promoting�life.��Join�Pro-life�
Prayer�Warriors�and�Knights�of�Columbus�as�we�find�strength�in�prayer�
and�in�the�presence�of�the�Blessed�Sacrament�to�promote�Life�at�a�Holy�
Hour�for�the�Rights�of�the�Unborn�on�Monday,�June�1,�from�7:00-8:00�pm�at�
St.�Mark’s�Church,�Peoria.��

Pray�about�sharing�in�this�Faith-filled�Opportunity!!�
�

Catholic�Women’s�League�of�Peoria,�IL�
Day�Bus�Trip�to:�

�

White�House�Jesuit�Retreat�Center�
�

We�are�SO�FORTUNATE�Our�Tour�Guide�will�be….�
�Rev.�Richard�Hermes,�SJ.,�Executive�Director�

�

���When:�Monday,�June�22,�2026��
�����������������������������Where:�St.�Louis,�Missouri�

Departure�Time:�6�am�from�St.�Philomena�Parking�Lot�(Peoria)�
Return�Time:�6�pm�St.�Philomena�Parking�Lot�

Transportation:�Peoria�Charter�Coach�
�

Entire�Trip�Fee:�$125�per�person�
RSVP�and�payment�are�due�by�June�5,�2026�

�

All�are�welcome�(Women�&�Men)�
Includes�Retreat,�Mass,�&�Lunch�

�

For�reservations�and�questions�please�contact:��
Bonnie�Stroot�–��309-688-8063�or�strootb@yahoo.com�

�

Mail�check�payable�to�Catholic�Women’s�League�
P�O�Box�9674,�Peoria,�Il�61612�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How�to�Submit�Bulletin�Information�
Send�information�for�the�bulletin�to�
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net�
with�subject�Bulletin.��
�
Submissions�are�due�by�Friday�
noon,�one�full�week�prior.��
�
Send�images�or�logos�separately�
as�attachments.���
�
Submissions�may�be�edited�for�
content�and�length.��Please,�DO�
NOT�send�PDFs.�

Sacrament�of�Baptism�
Parents�participate�in�a�
Baptism�class�before�
the�Baptism�of�their�first�
child.�Contact�the���
Parish�Office�to�sched-
ule�the�class.�

Confessions�
Saturday�8:30�a.m.�and�

4:00-4:45pm�&��
6:00�p.m.-until�last���
confession�heard.�

Parish�Office�Hours��
The�Parish�Office�is�open�Monday-Friday�from�9:00�a.m.�to�1:00�
p.m.�Staff�are�also�available�by�email�or�voicemail.��To�leave�
a�message,�call�309-688-3446,�and�at�the�prompt,�press:�
� ���3��-��Msgr.�Gray�
� ���0��-��Tracey�–�Administrative�Assist.�
�����������1341��-��Sheris—Finance�&�Tuition�
��������������1310��-��Kate—Faith�Formation��
�����������1301��-��Peggy—Bulletin� � �
If�you�have�items�to�deliver�for�the�Parish�Office,�you�are�
welcome�to�put�them�through�the�mail�slot�of�the�Office�
downstairs�in�the�Church,�or�under�the�door�of�the�main�
Sacristy�upstairs.��The�Church�is�open�from�7:00�a.m.�to�4:00�
p.m.�every�day.�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Get this bulletin 
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every week.
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