
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Msgr. Jason A. Gray………………..(x3)
msgrgray@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester…..(x1430)
frpat@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Edward Besigye………….
fredward@stthomas-church.net

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson…….....981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…...….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch... (Senior Status)

Director Faith Formation: Kate Crim….(x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)
parishnurse@stthomas-church.net

Music Coordinator: Nathalie Corbett………..
nathaliecorbett@stthomas-church.net

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join Msgr. Gray for OCIA Class. Link can

be found on the parish website, stthom-
aspeoria.org or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).

mailto:frpat@stthomas-church.net
mailto:fredward@stthomas-church.net
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From Our Pastor

This week we notified our St. Thomas
families of the financial aid that we are able to
offer them. Some families struggle to pay the
full cost of Catholic education, and many
receive help first from the Diocese of Peoria
and the John Lancaster Spalding Scholarship
Fund. Once these grants are given out, we
supplement their remaining financial need with
our Msgr. Watson Scholarship Endowment and
our Sponsor-a-Student Fund.

Contributions to the Watson Endowment build
up the principal. Only a portion of the interest is
used each year to provide financial aid. The
Sponsor-a-Student donations are distributed in
the same year that they are received and go
directly to help our families in need. All
applications are reviewed by FACTS that
provides us with an assessment of their ability to
pay and their demonstrated need.

With your help, we have been able to meet all
the necessary financial need of our school
families for the coming year.

We have also secured tickets for the
Beatification of Fulton Sheen for those traveling
on our parish buses. If you are traveling on one
of our buses, you have a ticket. If you are
traveling to St. Louis on your own, please
watch celebratesheen.com this week as tickets
will be released shortly. The Sheen Foundation
webpage will link you directly to Ticketmaster
for tickets.

Thank you for accommodating our absence
this week as the priests of the Diocese were
gathered at our convocation with Bishop Tylka.

Next weekend will be my last at St. Thomas
before I go to the Cathedral and Sacred Heart
Parish. Fr. Edward will also be leaving for St.
Mark Parish. You are welcome to attend a
reception after all Masses in the Parish Hall.

- -Msgr. Gray

Readings for the Week of June 21, 2026
Sunday Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jeremiah 20: 10-13; Romans 5: 12-15; Matthew 10: 26-33

Monday St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop
2 Kings 17: 5-8, 13-15a, 18; Matthew 7: 1-5

Tuesday 2 Kings 19: 9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36; Matthew 7: 6, 12-14

Wednesday The Nativity of St. John the Baptist
Isaiah 49: 1-6; Acts 13: 22-26; Luke 1: 57-66, 80

Thursday 2 Kings 24: 8-17; Matthew 7: 21-29

Friday 2 Kings 25: 1-12; Matthew 8: 1-4

Saturday St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
Lamentations 2: 2, 10-14, 18-19; Matthew 8: 5-17

Sunday Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
2 Kings 4: 8-11, 14-16a; Romans 6: 3-4, 8-11;
Matthew 10: 37-42

Mass Intentions
Monday, June 22, 2026

7:00 a.m. Intentions of Dr. Gary & Vivette Miller/Kevin Morrissey
8:00 a.m. Deceased members of James Family/Jenny Williams

Tuesday, June 23, 2026
7:00 a.m. Jodi Odum/Janet Gilomen
8:00 a.m. Intentions of Ernerio & Ruby Alholiras

Wednesday, June 24, 2026
7:00 a.m. Richard Slutz/Scott & Mollie Maurer
8:00 a.m. Intentions of the Franciscan Sisters of St. John the Baptist

Thursday, June 25, 2026
7:00 a.m. Mike Palkovic/Family
8:00 a.m. Fr. Paul Stark, S.J./Loc & Linh Luong

Friday, June 26, 2026
7:00 a.m. Annie Holland Morrissey/Kevin Morrissey
8:00 a.m. Angie Cassidy/Stony & Liz Jockisch

Saturday, June 27, 2026
8:00 a.m. Melvin & Lucille Noe/Mary Ann Noe
5:00 p.m. Mary Ann O’Neill/Family

Sunday, June 28, 2026
8:00 a.m. Renae Juska/The Rolett Family

10:00 a.m. Intentions of Peoria Seminarians & Priestly Vocations/FSJB
5:00 p.m. For the People

Mass Readers Needed
We are looking for more volunteers to read at
Daily Mass, for both the 7:00 am and 8:00 am
Masses. Daily Mass readers are assigned to
read for the entire week, and have one assign-
ment approximately every 8-10 weeks. If you
are interested in becoming a reader at Daily
Mass, please contact George Burek
at georgeburek@yahoo.com before July 1st.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our�Sympathy�

�
Richard�Lavin�

�
James�Callaway�

Join�Millions�of�Monicas�to�pray�
together�for�their�children�who�

have�left�the�faith.��We�meet�once�
a�month�and�pray�together�for�each�other’s�
loved�ones�in�front�of�the�Blessed�Sacrament.�

�

June�23�at�7:00�p.m.���
St.�Thomas�Daily�Mass�Chapel�

�

For�more�information�visit��www.millionsofmonicas.com�

Weekly�Collection�
� ��������������������������������������������������June�14,�2026� �
� � Fiscal�YTD�
Collections�needed�.............................�$20,400�......................................�$958,800�
Sunday�Collections�..............................�$12,399�......................................�$681,231�
Electronic�Collections……..…..…..…...$3,761….….….........….………$305,752�
Total�Collected…………………...…….$16,160…..�................................�$986,983�
Over/(Short)…..................................�...�$(4,240)�........................................�$28,183�
�

Your� support� of� St.� Thomas� Parish� is� important� to� sustain� our���������������������
mission.� Please� remember� to� contribute� regularly� with�
your� envelopes� or� checks� in� our� regular� Sunday� collection.� � Electronic�
contributions� can� be� made� through� direct� debit,� or� by� using� the� Giving�
tab� on� our� parish� website:� stthomaspeoria.org.� � � Thank� you� for� your������
support.��

Sponsor�of�the�Week� 

Week�of�June�21�

ROSARY��Tuesday,�June�23,�10:00�a.m.,�Chapel�
�
PEORIA�VICARIATE�MASS�WITH�BISHOP�TYLKA��Tuesday,�June�23,�5:00�p.m.,�
St.�Jude�
�
MILLIONS�OF�MONICAS��Tuesday,�June�23,�7:00�p.m.,�Chapel�
�
ST.�THOMAS�HOLY�HOUR��Thursday,�June�25,�7:00�p.m.,�Church�
�
CHURCH�CLEANING��Saturday,�following�8:00�a.m.�Mass,�Church���
�
�

UPCOMING�EVENTS�
� � ������������Totus�Tuus� June�29-July�3�
� ������Parish�Solemnity�Mass� July�2�
��������Parish�Feast�Day�Celebration� July�2�
� � ������������Adoration� July�3��
� � ����Rosary�Making� July�12�
� ��������St.�Thomas�Holy�Hour� July�16�
� � ��������Parish�Picnic� August�16�
� �������������Progressive�Dinner� November�14�

Pray�with�the�Pope�
June�2026�

For�The�Values�Of�Sports�
Let�us�pray�that�sports�be�an�

instrument�of�peace,�encounter�and�
dialogue�among�cultures�and�

nations,�and�that�they�promote�values�such�as�
respect,�solidarity�and�personal�growth.��

Happy��
Father’s��

Day�
�

To�all�our�Fathers,�
Grandfathers,��
&�Godfathers�

Need�a�rosary�repaired�and�
returned?�
�

Do�you�have�new�or�old�rosaries,�
blessed�rosaries�with�broken�chains,�parts�or�
missing�beads�to�donate�and�be�rescued�and�
restored�back�to�praying�hands?�
�

You�can�drop�them�in�the�boxes�found�in�the�
narthex�or�by�the�table�at�the�lower�entrance.�
If�you�want�to�learn�how�to�make�cord�rosaries�
and�spread�the�devotion�to�Our�Blessed�Mother�
by�helping�to�make�mission�rosaries,�please�
contact�Mets�Ginoli�at�773-517-7851�or�
m_ravago@yahoo.com����

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Photos�Please�
Dear�St.�Thomas�Parish�and�School�Community,�
As�Monsignor�Gray�prepares�to�leave�St.�Thomas�after�11�years�of�faithful�
service,�we�are�collecting�photos�to�create�a�special�tribute�for�him.�
Please�use�the�Google�Photos�link,�or�QR�code,�below�to�upload�any�
pictures�you�have�with�Monsignor�Gray�from�parish,�school,�or�community�
events.�We�hope�to�gather�memories�that�celebrate�the�impact�he�has�
had�on�all�of�us.�
QR�Code�or�Google�Photos�Link:�https://drive.google.com/
drive/folders/19MhD61-ta2f2WF9Gf7YAYiKwWjD4jpVO?
usp=drive_link�to�upload�photos.�
Thank�you�for�helping�us�honor�Monsignor�Gray�and�his�years�
at�St.�Thomas.�

St.�Thomas�-�Food�Pantry�

�

While�all�donations�are�greatly�appreciated,�of�particular�need�
at�this�time�are:����jelly,�peanut�butter,�green�beans,�corn�and�
cereal.��

Thank�you!���

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish�Registration�
Complete�this�form�and�drop�it�in�the�collection�basket,�or�mail�to�the�
Parish�Office�or�Register�on�our�website�at�stthomaspeoria.org.��Under�
About�open�the�New�Parishioner�Registration,�complete�and�submit�the�
form.
Last�Name�______________________________________________________�
�
First�Name(s)�__________________________________Mr�__�Mrs�__��Ms�___�
�
Email�____________________________________________________________�
�
Phone___________________________________________________________�
�
Address�_________________________________________________________�
�
City_______________________________________�������ZIP________________�
�
Phone�___________________________________________________________�
�
Would�you�like�to�be�contacted�by�the�New�Parishioner�Welcoming�
Committee?�����Yes�________����No�________�
�
New�Parishioner�_______��������Change�of�address/phone�_______�

PDCCW�Join�or�Renew�Your�Membership�
The�Peoria�Diocesan�Council�of�Catholic�Women�
(PDCCW)�warmly�invites�you�to�join�or�renew�your�
membership�for�the�2026–2027�year.�Membership�
dues�are�due�by�September�1,�2026,�for�the�member-
ship�year�of�September�1,�2026,�through�September�1,�
2027.�
�

PDCCW�supports,�empowers,�and�connects�Catholic�
women�through�spirituality,�leadership,�and�service.�
Together,�we�strengthen�our�parishes,�encourage�one�
another�in�faith,�and�respond�with�Gospel�values�to�
the�needs�of�the�Church�and�society.�
�

Whether�your�parish�or�organization�has�been�in-
volved�for�many�years�or�is�considering�joining�for�the�
first�time,�we�welcome�you�to�join�this�growing�com-
munity�of�Catholic�women�throughout�the�Diocese�of�
Peoria.�
Annual�Membership�Dues:�
� Individual�—�$25.00�
�

Please�make�checks�payable�to:�
Peoria�Diocesan�Council�of�Catholic�Women�
(PDCCW)�
�

Mail�dues�to:�
April�Adams,�President;�928�County�Rd.�1500�N.;�Meta-
mora,�IL�61548�
Together,�we�continue�to�encourage,�support,�and�
inspire�Catholic�women�throughout�the�Diocese�of�
Peoria�through�Spirituality,�leadership,�&�service.�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How�to�Submit�Bulletin�Information�
Send�information�for�the�bulletin�to�
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net�
with�subject�Bulletin.��
�
Submissions�are�due�by�Friday�
noon,�one�full�week�prior.��
�
Send�images�or�logos�separately�
as�attachments.���
�
Submissions�may�be�edited�for�
content�and�length.��Please,�DO�
NOT�send�PDFs.�

Sacrament�of�Baptism�
Parents�participate�in�a�
Baptism�class�before�
the�Baptism�of�their�first�
child.�Contact�the���
Parish�Office�to�sched-
ule�the�class.�

Confessions�
Saturday�8:30�a.m.�and�

4:00-4:45pm�&��
6:00�p.m.-until�last���
confession�heard.�

Parish�Office�Hours��
The�Parish�Office�is�open�Monday-Friday�from�9:00�a.m.�to�1:00�
p.m.�Staff�are�also�available�by�email�or�voicemail.��To�leave�
a�message,�call�309-688-3446,�and�at�the�prompt,�press:�
� ���3��-��Msgr.�Gray�
� ���0��-��Tracey�–�Administrative�Assist.�
�����������1341��-��Sheris—Finance�&�Tuition�
��������������1310��-��Kate—Faith�Formation��
�����������1301��-��Peggy—Bulletin� � �
If�you�have�items�to�deliver�for�the�Parish�Office,�you�are�
welcome�to�put�them�through�the�mail�slot�of�the�Office�
downstairs�in�the�Church,�or�under�the�door�of�the�main�
Sacristy�upstairs.��The�Church�is�open�from�7:00�a.m.�to�4:00�
p.m.�every�day.�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Get this bulletin 
emailed to you 
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1208

...or scan

IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Russell Smith
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