
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Fr. John Damaseni Zilimu…..….…..(x3)
frjohn@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester…..(x1430)
frpat@stthomas-church.net

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson…….....981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…...….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch... (Senior Status)

Director Faith Formation: Kate Crim….(x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)
parishnurse@stthomas-church.net

Music Coordinator: Nathalie Corbett………..
nathaliecorbett@stthomas-church.net

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join OCIA Class. Link can be found on

the parish website, stthomaspeoria.org
or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).

mailto:frpat@stthomas-church.net
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Notes from St. Thomas
Parish Office

This week, St. Thomas welcomes our new
pastor, Fr. John Damaseni Zilimu. He was born
in Tanzania where he was ordained in 1995 and
has served as a priest for 31 years.

In 2000, he came to the Diocese of Peoria and
has served at the Newman Center in
Champaign and in Normal. He was
incardinated and joined the Presbyterate of
the Diocese of Peoria in 2014. Since then, he
has served as pastor in Kewanee, Woodhull,
Galva, and Cambridge, and most recently at
St. Matthew Parish in Champaign.

St. Thomas has received a grant that has
allowed the parish and school to upgrade our
phone system at no cost. While this is a
tremendous benefit, there may be some
interruptions as the implementation of the new
phone system is rolled out. Please be patient if
you experience any difficulties when calling the
parish or school.

The email addresses of parish staff are available
at https://stthomaspeoria.org/about-us/
directory/. Over the summer, the school office
can be reached at office@stthomas-school.net.

We look forward to Fr. John Damaseni Zilimu’s
first column next week.

Readings for the Week of July 5, 2026
Sunday Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Zechariah 9: 9-10; Romans 8: 9, 11-13; Matthew 11: 25-30

Monday St. Maria Goretti, Virgin & Martyr
Hosea 2: 16, 17c-18, 21-22; Matthew 9: 18-26

Tuesday Hosea 8: 4-7, 11-13; Matthew 9: 32-38

Wednesday Hosea 10: 1-3, 7-8, 12; Matthew 10: 1-7

Thursday St. Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, & Companions, Martyrs
Hosea 11: 1-4, 8e-9; Matthew 10: 7-15

Friday Hosea 14: 2-10; Matthew 10: 16-23

Saturday St. Benedict, Abbot
Isaiah 6: 1-8; Matthew 10: 24-33

Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 55: 10-11; Romans 8: 18-23; Matthew 13: 1-23

Mass Intentions
Monday, July 6, 2026

7:00 a.m. Mike Palkovic/The Family
8:00 a.m. Intentions of Dr. Gary & Vivette Miller/Kevin Morrissey

Tuesday, July 7, 2026
7:00 a.m. Kurt Rostetter/Rhonda Bachman
8:00 a.m. Hafner & Smith Families/Fred Hafner

Wednesday, July 8, 2026
7:00 a.m. Kathryn Bartley/Katy Mitchell
8:00 a.m. Nham Vu/Phan & Tam Vu

Thursday, July 9, 2026
7:00 a.m. Fr. Tom Taylor/Loc & Linh Luong
8:00 a.m. Deb Majewski/Dianna & Chris Russick

Friday, July10, 2026
7:00 a.m. Dcn. Bill & Anna Meyer & Bob/Dcn. Ed & Cathy Mallow
8:00 a.m. Angela Kenny/Karen Metzinger

Saturday, July 11, 2026
8:00 a.m. Sr. Bernadette Kouri/FSJB
5:00 p.m. Patricia McCauley/David McCauley

Sunday, July 12, 2026
8:00 a.m. Intentions of Msgr. Gray/FSJB

10:00 a.m. For the People
5:00 p.m. Theodore & Marilyn Pilat/The Pilat Family

Mass Readers Needed
We are looking for more volunteers to read at
Daily Mass, for both the 7:00 am and 8:00 am
Masses. Daily Mass readers are assigned to
read for the entire week, and have one assign-
ment approximately every 8-10 weeks. If you
are interested in becoming a reader at Daily
Mass, please contact George Burek
at georgeburek@yahoo.com before July 1st.

Sheen Book Club
The Fulton Sheen book club will meet on
Sunday evening, July 12th, from 6:00-7:30 pm in
the Parish Hall to discuss chapters 1-6 of Go to
Heaven.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our�Sympathy�

�
Please�pray�for�those�who�have�died�this�week�

Weekly�Collection�
� ��������������������������������������������������June�28,�2026� �
� � Fiscal�YTD�
Collections�needed�.............................�$20,400�...................................�$1,040,400�
Sunday�Collections�..............................�$21,385�......................................�$741,115�
Electronic�Collections……..…..….....…...$840….….….........….………$315,532�
Total�Collected…………………...…….$22,225…..�.............................�$1,056,647�
Over/(Short)….�..................................�...�$1,825�........................................�$16,247�
�

Your� support� of� St.� Thomas� Parish� is� important� to� sustain� our���������������������
mission.� Please� remember� to� contribute� regularly� with�
your� envelopes� or� checks� in� our� regular� Sunday� collection.� � Electronic�
contributions� can� be� made� through� direct� debit,� or�by� using� the�Giving�
tab� on� our� parish� website:� stthomaspeoria.org.� � � Thank� you� for� your������
support.��

Week�of�July�5�

ST.�VINCENT�DE�PAUL�&�PANTRY�COLLECTIONS��This�Weekend�after�all�
Masses�
�

ROSARY��Tuesday,�July�7,�10:00�a.m.,�Chapel�
�

WOMEN’S�READ�ALONG�GROUP��Thursday,�July�9,�6:30�p.m.,�Parish�Hall�
�

MEN’S�CLUB��Thursday,�July�9,�6:30�p.m.�
�

CHURCH�CLEANING��Saturday,�following�8:00�a.m.�Mass,�Church���
�

CARMELITES��Saturday,�July�11,�11:00�a.m.,�Parish�Hall�
�

UPCOMING�EVENTS�
� � ����Rosary�Making� July�12�
� � Sheen�Book�Club� July�12�
� ��������St.�Thomas�Holy�Hour� July�16�
� � ��������Parish�Picnic� August�16�
� ������Memorial�Golf�Outing� October�2�
� �������������Progressive�Dinner� November�14�

Wedding�Congratulations�
�

Kayla�Nicole�Guerra�and�Keegan�John�Glatz��

Need�a�rosary�repaired�and�
returned?�
�

Do�you�have�new�or�old�rosaries,�
blessed�rosaries�with�broken�chains,�parts�or�
missing�beads�to�donate�and�be�rescued�and�
restored�back�to�praying�hands?�
�

You�can�drop�them�in�the�boxes�found�in�the�
narthex�or�by�the�table�at�the�lower�entrance.�
If�you�want�to�learn�how�to�make�cord�rosaries�
and�spread�the�devotion�to�Our�Blessed�Mother�
by�helping�to�make�mission�rosaries,�please�
contact�Mets�Ginoli�at�773-517-7851�or�
m_ravago@yahoo.com����

Sponsor�of�the�Week� 

Pray�with�the�Pope�
July�2026�

�
For�Respect�For�Human�Life�

Let�us�pray�for�the�respect�and�protection�of�human�life�in�all�its�
stages,�recognizing�it�as�a�gift�from�God.��

FIRST�SATURDAY�DEVOTION�TO�THE�IMMACULATE�HEART�
OF�MARY�

as�requested�by�Our�Lady�100�years�ago�The�Vatican�has�declared�a�Jubilee�
year�from�10�Dec�2025�until�10�Dec�2026�

�

Rosary�7:35�am;���Mass�8:00�am�
Confessions�available�after�Mass�

Meditation�for�15�minutes�on�the�Mysteries�of�the�Rosary�(self-guided)�
�

*part�of�Our�Lady�of�Fatima's�PEACE�plan�–�(1)�penance�&�reparation,�
(2)�daily�rosary,�(3)�Five�First�Saturday�devotion,�and��(4)�consecration�to�her�

Immaculate�Heart.�
�

Blessed�rosaries�are�available�in�the�narthex�at�no�cost.���
Rosary�restoration�and�rescue�are�offered�as�part�of�the�Rosary�Project.�

Holy�Hour�for�the�Unborn�����
and�their�Mothers!��

�

This�month,�we�celebrate�the�feast�day�of�Saints�
Anne�and�Joachim�on�July�26.�They�became�
the�parents�of�the�Blessed�Virgin�Mary�and�hon-
ored�God�by�forming�their�daughter�in�the�faith.�
Join�Pro-life�Prayer�Warriors�and�Knights�of�Co-
lumbus�as�we�find�strength�in�prayer�and�in�the�
presence�of�the�Blessed�Sacrament�to�promote�
LIFE�at�a�Holy�Hour�for�the�Rights�of�the�Unborn�
on�Monday,�July�6,�from�7:00-8:00�pm�at�St.�
Mark’s�Church,�1113�W.�Bradley�Ave.,�Peoria.��

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas Project Backpack 2026
Please help get some of our Peoria Heights K - 8th grade students

ready to go back to school!Please fill a backpack with the
above school supplies to be given to a Peoria Heights stu-
dent who is in need. Please provide school supplies that
can be used for both boys and girls. The backpacks

themselves may be geared towards either boys or girls.
Backpacks may be left in the collection tubs in the narthex
or dropped off at the parish office by Sunday, July 19th.
Donations of empty backpacks or any of the above

school supplies are also appreciated. If you would rather provide a mon-
etary donation, we will do the shopping for you! Please put your dona-
tion in an envelope marked “Backpacks” and place it in the Sunday col-
lection plate or drop it off at the parish office. Please contact Diana Jan-
da at dianajanda1964@gmail.com with any questions. Thank you for
helping area students get off to a great start for the 2026-2027 school

year!

1 8X5 Plastic Pencil Box OR 1 Pencil
Pouch

2 24-Packs Crayola Crayons

4 1-Subject Wide-Ruled Spiral Notebooks 4 Plastic 2-Pocket Folders

24 #2 Yellow Pencils (not mechanical) 2 Large Pink Pearl Erasers

1 Pair Pointed School Scissors (5”) 1 12-Pack Crayola Colored Pencils

6 Jumbo Elmer’s Glue Sticks OR 12 Small Elmer’s Disappearing Purple Glue Sticks

1 Large Elmer’s Liquid School Glue (7.6 oz.) OR 2 Small Elmer’s School Glue (4 oz.)

1 10-Pack of Wide Tip Crayola Classic Color Markers

When you go to the poor, you
encounter Jesus

I love making visits with the St.
Vincent dePaul Society. I love it
when things go well and I feel as if
we have done something good,

something positive. But I also love the times
when the problems seem overwhelming and
we can't possibly address all of the friend's
needs. Because I understand that just showing
up and listening can make a huge difference
to someone who is feeling overwhelmed. Visits
usually end with hands held together as we
pray - often followed by tears of gratitude on
the part of our friend...and of my own tears of
gratitude. I wish you could all come on these
amazing encounters. Your generous donations
make all of this possible and I am so very
grateful. Thank you!

Colleen Matarelli

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Rosary�
for�

Peace�
Every�
Tuesday�at�10:00�

a.m.�

Where:��Small�
Chapel—St.�Thomas�

Church�

Where�two�or�three�
gather�in�My�name,�I�

am�there�among�
them.��Matthew�

18:20�
�

Prayers�offered:��
Rosary,�Chaplet�of�
Mercy,�and�a�Few�

Spontaneous�
Intercessory�Prayers�

�

Duration:��30�minutes�
or�free�to�leave�early�
All�parishioners�and�

friends�welcome�

Calling�
all�

Rosary�
Makers!�

�

The�Rosary�
Project�at�St.�

Thomas�will�be�
hosting�2�Rosary�

Making�Sessions�on�
July�12th�&�July�26th�at�
3:00�p.m.�in�the�Parish�

Hall�in�response�to�
the�World�Mission�

Rosary�Drive.��
�

Our�goal�is�to�make�
300�Rosaries�for�the�

Beatification�of�
Archbishop�Fulton�

Sheen�in�September.�
All�materials�will�be�

provided.��Extra�
hands��are�needed�

to�thread�the�beads.��
If�you�have�questions�

or�interested�in�
joining�the�Project,�

please�contact�Mets�
Ginoli�at�773-517-

7851�or�
m_ravago@yahoo.co

m��

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org. Under
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the
form.
Last Name ______________________________________________________

First Name(s) __________________________________Mr __ Mrs __ Ms ___

Email ____________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________ ZIP________________

Phone ___________________________________________________________

Would you like to be contacted by the New Parishioner Welcoming
Committee? Yes ________ No ________

New Parishioner _______ Change of address/phone _______

St. Thomas - Food Pantry
While all donations are greatly appreciated, of
particular need at this time are: jelly, peanut butter,
green beans, corn and cereal. Thank you!

Santo Niño de Cebu
28th Anniversary of Enthronement at

St. Joseph Church
Come and join the

celebration!
Saturday, July 18th at 5:30PM

Holy Mass at St. Joseph
Catholic Church

(103 S. Richard Pryor Place)

All Santo Niño statues will be blessed during the
Mass.

A potluck reception at Spalding Pastoral
Center (419 NE Madison Avenue-Peoria) will
follow immediately after Mass. Please come

and join the prayerful celebration.

Novena Prayers in preparation for the 28th
Anniversary Celebration will be held at St. Mark
Church (1113 W. Bradley Avenue) on Thursday,
July 9th through Friday, July 17th. The Novena

starts at 6:00PM.

For more information, please call Lucy Bender
at 309-258-6501 or Fannie Black at 309-453-6032

Beatification
Bus

The bus is now full

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How�to�Submit�Bulletin�Information�
Send�information�for�the�bulletin�to�
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net�
with�subject�Bulletin.��
�
Submissions�are�due�by�Friday�
noon,�one�full�week�prior.��
�
Send�images�or�logos�separately�
as�attachments.���
�
Submissions�may�be�edited�for�
content�and�length.��Please,�DO�
NOT�send�PDFs.�

Sacrament�of�Baptism�
Parents�participate�in�a�
Baptism�class�before�
the�Baptism�of�their�first�
child.�Contact�the���
Parish�Office�to�sched-
ule�the�class.�

Confessions�
Saturday�8:30�a.m.�and�

4:00-4:45pm�&��
6:00�p.m.-until�last���
confession�heard.�

Parish�Office�Hours��
The�Parish�Office�is�open�Monday-Friday�from�9:00�a.m.�to�1:00�
p.m.�Staff�are�also�available�by�email�or�voicemail.��To�leave�
a�message,�call�309-688-3446,�and�at�the�prompt,�press:�
� ���3��-��Fr.�John�
� ���0��-��Tracey�–�Administrative�Assist.�
�����������1341��-��Sheris—Finance�&�Tuition�
��������������1310��-��Kate—Faith�Formation��
�����������1301��-��Peggy—Bulletin� � �
If�you�have�items�to�deliver�for�the�Parish�Office,�you�are�
welcome�to�put�them�through�the�mail�slot�of�the�Office�
downstairs�in�the�Church,�or�under�the�door�of�the�main�
Sacristy�upstairs.��The�Church�is�open�from�7:00�a.m.�to�4:00�
p.m.�every�day.�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Get this bulletin 
emailed to you 
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1208

...or scan

IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Russell Smith
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