
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Fr. Johndamaseni Zilimu…..….…..(x3)
frjohn@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester…..(x1430)
frpat@stthomas-church.net

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson…….....981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…...….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch... (Senior Status)

Director Faith Formation: Kate Crim….(x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)

Music Coordinator: Nathalie Corbett………..
nathaliecorbett@stthomas-church.net

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join OCIA Class. Link can be found on

the parish website, stthomaspeoria.org
or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).
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Note from the Office

My name is Abigail Halberg (STS '18, PND '22),
and I will be a full-time campus missionary with
a Catholic collegiate outreach organization
called FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University
Students) at the Georgia Institute of Technology
for at least the next two years.

The mission of FOCUS is to know Christ Jesus and
to fulfill His Great Commission – “Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations (Mt 28:19).” To
accomplish this mission, I will invest deeply in
students through forming virtuous friendships,
making invitations to a personal relationship
with Christ, and forming them in the habits of a
disciple (Acts 2:42). I would then call those
students to go out and share the Gospel with
others by accompanying them as they lead
their own Bible studies and discipleship groups.

As the baptized, we are all called to go forth
and to share the good news. I will be at all the
Masses the weekend of 7/25-26 and I would
love to meet with you to discuss more about
FOCUS and how you can actively participate in
this mission through spiritual and financial
support. My number is (309) 267-0932 and my
email address is abigail.halberg@focus.org.
God Bless!

Readings for the Week of July 19, 2026
Sunday Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wisdom 12: 13, 16-19; Romans 8: 26-27; Matthew 13: 24-43

Monday St. Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr
Micah 6: 1-4, 6-8; Matthew 12: 38-42

Tuesday St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest & Doctor of the Church
Micah 7: 14-15, 18-20; Matthew 12: 46-50

Wednesday St. Mary Magdalene
Song of Songs 3: 1-4b OR 2 Corinthians 5: 14-17;
John 20: 1-2, 11-18

Thursday St. Bridget, Religious
Jeremiah 2: 1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Matthew 13: 10-17

Friday St. Sharbel Makhluf, Priest
Jeremiah 3: 14-17; Matthew 13: 18-23

Saturday St. James, Apostle
2 Corinthians 4: 7-15; Matthew 20: 20-28

Sunday Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Kings 3: 5, 7-12; Romans 8: 28-30; Matthew 13: 44-52

Mass Intentions
Monday, July 20, 2026

7:00 a.m. Intentions of Dr. Gary & Vivette Miller/Kevin Morrissey
8:00 a.m. Mark Brewer/Loc & Linh Luong

Tuesday, July 21, 2026
7:00 a.m. intentions of The Travers Family/The McCormack Family
8:00 a.m. Rosalie Shealy/Catholic Women’s League

Wednesday, July 22, 2026
7:00 a.m. Joyce Zimmerman/Servers of Her Funeral
8:00 a.m. James Snyder/Michaela Schallau

Thursday, July 23, 2026
7:00 a.m. Mike Palkovic/The Family
8:00 a.m. Intentions of Bishop Louis Tylka/FSJB

Friday, July24, 2026
7:00 a.m. Annie Holland-Morrissey/Kevin Morrissey
8:00 a.m. Msgr. William Watson/Loc & Linh Luong

Saturday, July 25, 2026
8:00 a.m. Intentions of the Light of the Word Small Group/Jenny

Williams
5:00 p.m. Roger Tramel/Lynn Tramel

Sunday, July 26, 2026
8:00 a.m. For the People

10:00 a.m. Bonnie Park/The Park Family
5:00 p.m. Angela Kenny/Dcn. Ed & Cathy Mallow

It’s a Fraudulent E-Mail

Msgr. Gray’s legitimate email address comes
the diocese (cdop.org), or my own website
(jgray.org). For those who receive notices from
Ministry Scheduler Pro, you may see emails from
(rotundasoftware.com). Other email addresses
are fraudulent.

If you receive any email requesting gift cards,
or anything similar, please know it is a fraudu-
lent email and delete, do not respond.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our�Sympathy�

�
Please�pray�for�those�who�have�died�this�week�

Weekly�Collection�
� ��������������������������������������������������July�12,�2026� �
� � Fiscal�YTD�
Collections�needed�.............................�$20,500�........................................�$41,000�
Sunday�Collections�..............................�$11,355�........................................�$22,876�
Electronic�Collections……..……....….$11,015….……..….........…..……$12,550�
Total�Collected…………………...…….$22,370…..�..................................�$35,426�
Over/(Short)…....................................�...�$1,870�.......................................�$(5,574)�
�

Your� support� of� St.� Thomas� Parish� is� important� to� sustain� our���������������������
mission.� Please� remember� to� contribute� regularly� with�
your� envelopes� or� checks� in� our� regular� Sunday� collection.� � Electronic�
contributions� can� be� made� through� direct� debit,� or� by� using� the�Giving�
tab� on� our� parish� website:� stthomaspeoria.org.� � � Thank� you� for� your������
support.��

Week�of�July�19�

ROSARY��Tuesday,�July�21,�10:00�a.m.,�Chapel�
�
PARISH�COUNCIL��Tuesday,�July�21,�7:00�p.m.,�Parish�Office�
�
BACHPACK�ASSEMBLY��Saturday,�July�25,�8:00�a.m.,�Parish�Hall�
�
CHURCH�CLEANING��Saturday,�following�8:00�a.m.�Mass,�Church���
�
ROSARY�MAKING��Sunday,�July�26,�3:00�p.m.,�Parish�Hall�
�

UPCOMING�EVENTS�
� ������������Millions�of�Monicas� July�28�
������������Well�Read�Mom�Book�Club� August�1�
� ������Women’s�Read-Along� August�6���
� � �������������Adoration� August�7������
� � ��������Parish�Picnic� August�16�
� �������School�Mass�Resumes� August�20�
� ���������St.�Thomas�Holy�Hour� August�20�
����Msgr.�Gray�Appreciation�Dinner� August�21�
� ������Memorial�Golf�Outing� October�2�
� �������������Progressive�Dinner� November�14�

Sponsor�of�the�Week� 

Pray�with�the�Pope�
July�2026�

�
For�Respect�For�Human�Life�

Let�us�pray�for�the�respect�and�
protection�of�human�life�in�all�its�

stages,�recognizing�it�as�a�gift������
from�God.��

Rosary�for�Peace�
Every�Tuesday�at�10:00�a.m.�

Where:��Small�Chapel—St.�Thomas�
Church�

Where�two�or�three�gather�in�My�
name,�I�am�there�among�them.��

Matthew�18:20�
�

Prayers�offered:��Rosary,�Chaplet�of�Mercy,�
and�a�Few�Spontaneous�Intercessory�Prayers�

�

Duration:��30�minutes�or�free�to�leave�early�
All�parishioners�and�friends�welcome�

All�1st-8th�grade�students�not�
attending�a�catholic�school�
are�invited�to�CCD.��This�is�

also�the�sacrament�preparation�for�First�Com-
munion�and�Confirmation�for�students�not�at-

tending�a�catholic�school.��
Scan�for�more�information�and�registration.�

�

To�pay�electronically�please�use�the�link�at�the�
end�of�the�registration�form.��Tuition�can�also�be�
paid�via�check�or�cash.��Make�checks�payable�
to�St.�Thomas�CCD�(may�be�dropped�at�church�
office�or�in�marked�envelope�in�collection�bas-

ket�at�church).�
�

Tuition:�
1�Student�$90.00�($125�w/�sacrament)�

2�Students�$135.00�($170�w/�sacrament)�
3+�Students�$165.00�($200�w/�sacrament)�

�

Contact�information:��
Liz�Plaskon,�CCD�Coordinator�
CCD@StThomas-Church.net�

(309)�339-4775�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St.�Thomas�Project�Backpack�2026�
Please�help�get�some�of�our�Peoria�Heights�K�-�8th�grade�students���������

ready�to�go�back�to�school!Please�fill�a�backpack�with�the�
above�school�supplies�to�be�given�to�a�Peoria�Heights�stu-
dent�who�is�in�need.��Please�provide�school�supplies�that�

can�be�used�for�both�boys�and�girls.��The�backpacks�
themselves�may�be�geared�towards�either�boys�or�girls.��
Backpacks�may�be�left�in�the�collection�tubs�in�the�nar-
thex�or�dropped�off�at�the�parish�office�by�Sunday,�July�

19th.��Donations�of�empty�backpacks�or�any�of�the�above�
school�supplies�are�also�appreciated.��If�you�would�rather�provide�a�mon-
etary�donation,�we�will�do�the�shopping�for�you!��Please�put�your�dona-

tion�in�an�envelope�marked�“Backpacks”�and�place�it�in�the�Sunday�col-
lection�plate�or�drop�it�off�at�the�parish�office.�Please�contact�Diana�Jan-

da�at�dianajanda1964@gmail.com�with�any�questions.��Thank�you�for�
helping�area�students�get�off�to�a�great�start�for�the�2026-2027�school�

year!���
1�8X5�Plastic�Pencil�Box�OR�1�Pencil�Pouch�� 2��24-Packs�Crayola�Crayons��

4�1-Subject�Wide-Ruled�Spiral�Notebooks�� 4��Plastic�2-Pocket�Folders�����

24�#2�Yellow�Pencils�(not�mechanical)� 2��Large�Pink�Pearl�Erasers��

1��Pair�Pointed�School�Scissors�(5”)�� 1��12-Pack�Crayola�Colored�Pencils��

6�Jumbo�Elmer’s�Glue�Sticks��OR��12�Small�Elmer’s�Disappearing�Purple�Glue�Sticks�

1�Large�Elmer’s�Liquid�School�Glue�(7.6�oz.)��OR��2�Small�Elmer’s�School�Glue�(4�oz.)�

1�10-Pack�of�Wide�Tip�Crayola�Classic�Color�Markers�

St.�Thomas�-�Food�Pantry�

�

While�all�donations�are�greatly�appreciated,�
of�particular�need�at�this�time�are:����jelly,�

peanut�butter,�green�beans,�corn�and�
cereal.����������

�Thank�you!���

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the
Parish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org. Under
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the
form.
Last Name ______________________________________________________

First Name(s) __________________________________Mr __ Mrs __ Ms ___

Email ____________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________ ZIP________________

Phone ___________________________________________________________

Would you like to be contacted by the New Parishioner Welcoming
Committee? Yes ________ No ________

New Parishioner _______ Change of address/phone _______

Calling all Rosary Makers!
The Rosary Project at St. Thomas will
be hosting 2 Rosary Making Sessions
on July 12th & July 26th at 3:00 p.m. in

the Parish Hall in response to the
World Mission Rosary Drive.

Our goal is to make 300 Rosaries for
the Beatification of Archbishop Fulton Sheen
in September. All materials will be provided.

Extra hands are needed to thread the
beads. If you have questions or interested in

joining the Project, please contact Mets
Ginoli at 773-517-7851 or
m_ravago@yahoo.com

Need a rosary
repaired and
returned?

Do you have new or
old rosaries, blessed
rosaries with broken
chains, parts or
missing beads to
donate and be
rescued and
restored back to
praying hands?

You can drop them
in the boxes found in
the narthex or by the
table at the lower
entrance.
If you want to learn
how to make cord
rosaries and spread
the devotion to Our
Blessed Mother by
helping to make
mission rosaries,
please contact Mets
Ginoli at 773-517-
7851 or
m_ravago@yahoo.co

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How�to�Submit�Bulletin�Information�
Send�information�for�the�bulletin�to�
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net�
with�subject�Bulletin.��
�
Submissions�are�due�by�Friday�
noon,�one�full�week�prior.��
�
Send�images�or�logos�separately�
as�attachments.���
�
Submissions�may�be�edited�for�
content�and�length.��Please,�DO�
NOT�send�PDFs.�

Sacrament�of�Baptism�
Parents�participate�in�a�
Baptism�class�before�
the�Baptism�of�their�first�
child.�Contact�the���
Parish�Office�to�sched-
ule�the�class.�

Confessions�
Saturday�8:30�a.m.�and�

4:00-4:45pm�&��
6:00�p.m.-until�last���
confession�heard.�

Parish�Office�Hours��
The�Parish�Office�is�open�Monday-Friday�from�9:00�a.m.�to�1:00�
p.m.�Staff�are�also�available�by�email�or�voicemail.��To�leave�
a�message,�call�309-688-3446,�and�at�the�prompt,�press:�
� ���3��-��Fr.�John�
� ���0��-��Tracey�–�Administrative�Assist.�
�����������1341��-��Sheris—Finance�&�Tuition�
��������������1310��-��Kate—Faith�Formation��
�����������1301��-��Peggy—Bulletin� � �
If�you�have�items�to�deliver�for�the�Parish�Office,�you�are�
welcome�to�put�them�through�the�mail�slot�of�the�Office�
downstairs�in�the�Church,�or�under�the�door�of�the�main�
Sacristy�upstairs.��The�Church�is�open�from�7:00�a.m.�to�4:00�
p.m.�every�day.�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Get this bulletin 
emailed to you 
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1208

...or scan

IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Russell Smith
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