
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Fr. Johndamaseni Zilimu…..….…..(x3)
frjohn@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester…..(x1430)
frpat@stthomas-church.net

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson…….....981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…...….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch... (Senior Status)

Director Faith Formation: Kate Crim….(x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)

Music Coordinator: Nathalie Corbett………..
nathaliecorbett@stthomas-church.net

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join OCIA Class. Link can be found on

the parish website, stthomaspeoria.org
or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).
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From Our Pastor
My name is Fr. Johndamaseni Zilimu, your new
pastor. I was born on January 31st, 1965. My
father is Anacleti Zilimu and my mother is
Christina Bintabara and they are both
deceased. I come from a big family of 12
children (7 boys and 5 girls). Three of my
brothers are also deceased and one of my
sisters belongs to a Diocesan religious
community of the Franciscan sisters of St.
Bernadette in Tanzania. I have many nephews
and nieces. One of my nephews is a Diocesan
priest of Kayanga Diocese in Tanzania. I was
ordained on August 13th, 1995. I ministered in
Tanzania for 5 years and then came to the
United States of America.

I came to Peoria Diocese in August of 2000. In
the past 26 years, I have worked as Assistant
Chaplain at St. John’s Newman Center at the
University of Illinois for 9 years, Parochial Vicar
for a total of 4 years at Epiphany Parish in
Normal and St. Matthew’s in Champaign,
Pastor of St. John Paul II Parish in Kewanee for
10 years. While remaining the Pastor in
Kewanee, in 2021 I became the Pastor of St.
John the Apostle in Woodhull, St. John the
Evangelist in Galva, and St. John Vianney in
Cambridge. In June 2023 I moved back to St.
Matthew Parish as the Pastor of St. Matthew’s
and St. Boniface in Seymour.

I thank God who, this year, sent me to this great
parish, St. Thomas the Apostle, in Peoria Heights.
I have finished three weeks as your pastor and
already I am settling in pretty well because of
the warm welcome I have received from Fr.
Patrick DeMeulemeester, my parochial vicar
and from the parishioners I have met so far. It is
very encouraging to hear from most of you that
you are ready to cooperate in the work of
spreading the Gospel of Jesus here at St.
Thomas and beyond. This is not the work of one
person or just some people but the work of all
of us as a community of believers under the
patronage of St. Thomas, one of Jesus’
Apostles.

I look forward to working with you in spreading
the Gospel in the years to come.

Peace and Joy

Fr. Johndamaseni Zilimu.

Readings for the Week of July 26, 2026
Sunday Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1 Kings 3: 5, 7-12; Romans 8: 28-30; Matthew 13: 44-52

Monday Jeremiah 13: 1-11; Matthew 13: 31-35

Tuesday Jeremiah 14: 17-22; Matthew 13: 36-43

Wednesday Sts. Martha, Mary, & Lazarus
Jeremiah 15: 10, 16-21; John 11: 19-27 OR Luke 10: 38-42

Thursday St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
Jeremiah 18: 1-6; Matthew 13: 47-53

Friday St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest
Jeremiah 26: 1-9; Matthew 13: 54-58

Saturday St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
Jeremiah 26: 11-16, 24; Matthew 14: 1-12

Sunday Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 55: 1-3; Romans 8: 35, 37-39; Matthew 14: 13-21

Mass Intentions
Monday, July 27, 2026

7:00 a.m. Intentions of Dr. Gary & Vivette Miller/Kevin Morrissey
8:00 a.m. Paul Hop Nguyen/Tan Tran

Tuesday, July 28, 2026
7:00 a.m. Renae Juska/The Rolett Family
8:00 a.m. Lloyd Edward Reece, Jr./The Sarmiento Family

Wednesday, July 29, 2026
7:00 a.m. Deb Majewski/Dianna & Chris Russick
8:00 a.m. Tho Dang/Loc & Linh Luong

Thursday, July 30, 2026
7:00 a.m. Pat Hagemann/Dennis & Pam Goett
8:00 a.m. Pat Callaway/Joe & Sandy Whalen

Friday, July 31, 2026
7:00 a.m. Kasen Kaitharath/John & Amy Kelly
8:00 a.m. Annie Holland Morrissey/Kevin Morrissey

Saturday, August 1, 2026
8:00 a.m. Deb Majewski/Gary & Teresa Doll
5:00 p.m. Mark Olson/Jim & Mary Stickelmaier

Sunday, August 2, 2026
8:00 a.m. Peggy Hessling/Chris & Dianna Russick

10:00 a.m. Mike Palkovic, 1st Anniv./Dcn, Ed & Cathy Mallow
5:00 p.m. For the People

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our�Sympathy�

�
Please�pray�for�those�who�have�died�this�week�

Weekly�Collection�
� ��������������������������������������������������July�19,�2026� �
� � Fiscal�YTD�
Collections�needed�.............................�$20,500�........................................�$41,000�
Sunday�Collections�..............................�$11,355�........................................�$22,876�
Electronic�Collections……..……....….$11,015….……..….........…..……$12,550�
Total�Collected…………………...…….$22,370…..�..................................�$35,426�
Over/(Short)…....................................�...�$1,870�.......................................�$(5,574)�
�

Your� support� of� St.� Thomas� Parish� is� important� to� sustain� our���������������������
mission.� Please� remember� to� contribute� regularly� with�
your� envelopes� or� checks� in� our� regular� Sunday� collection.� � Electronic�
contributions� can� be� made� through� direct� debit,� or� by� using� the� Giving�
tab� on� our� parish� website:� stthomaspeoria.org.� � � Thank� you� for� your������
support.��

Week�of�July�26�

ROSARY�MAKING��Sunday,�July�26,�3:00�p.m.,�Parish�Hall�
��
ROSARY��Tuesday,�July�28,�10:00�a.m.,�Chapel�
�
MILLIONS�OF�MONICAS��Tuesday,�July�28,�7:00�p.m.,�Chapel�
�
PARISH�COUNCIL��Tuesday,�July�28,�7:00�p.m.,�Parish�Office�
�
WELL�READ�MOM�BOOK�CLUB�INFO�MEETING��Saturday,�August�1,�9:00�
a.m.,�Parish�Hall�
�
CHURCH�CLEANING��Saturday,�following�8:00�a.m.�Mass,�Church���
�

UPCOMING�EVENTS�
� ������Women’s�Read-Along� August�6���
� � �������������Adoration� August�7������
� � ��������Parish�Picnic� August�16�
� �������School�Mass�Resumes� August�20�
� ���������St.�Thomas�Holy�Hour� August�20�
����Msgr.�Gray�Appreciation�Dinner� August�21�
� ������Memorial�Golf�Outing� October�2�
� �������������Progressive�Dinner� November�14�

Baptism�Congratulations�
�

Russell�William�Hanlon,�son�of��
Kathleen�&�Joel�Hanlon�

Pray�with�the�Pope�
July�2026�

�
For�Respect�For�Human�Life�

Let�us�pray�for�the�respect�and�protection�of�human�
life�in�all�its�stages,�recognizing�it�as�a�gift�from�God.��

All�1st-8th�grade�students�not�
attending�a�catholic�school�

are�invited�to�CCD.��This�is�
also�the�sacrament�preparation�for�First�Com-
munion�and�Confirmation�for�students�not�at-

tending�a�catholic�school.��
Scan�for�more�information�and�registration.�

�

To�pay�electronically�please�use�the�link�at�the�
end�of�the�registration�form.��Tuition�can�also�be�
paid�via�check�or�cash.��Make�checks�payable�
to�St.�Thomas�CCD�(may�be�dropped�at�church�
office�or�in�marked�envelope�in�collection�bas-

ket�at�church).�
�

Tuition:�
1�Student�$90.00�($125�w/�sacrament)�

2�Students�$135.00�($170�w/�sacrament)�
3+�Students�$165.00�($200�w/�sacrament)�

�

Contact�information:��
Liz�Plaskon,�CCD�Coordinator�
CCD@StThomas-Church.net�

(309)�339-4775�

Calling�all�Rosary�Makers!�
�

The�Rosary�Project�at�St.�Thomas�will�be�hosting�a�Rosary�Making�
Session�on�July�26th�at�3:00�p.m.�in�the�Parish�Hall�in�response�to�

the�World�Mission�Rosary�Drive.��
�

Our�goal�is�to�make�300�Rosaries�for�the�Beatification�of�
Archbishop�Fulton�Sheen�in�September.��All�materials�will�be�
provided.��Extra�hands�are�needed�to�thread�the�beads.��If�you�have�

questions�or�interested�in�joining�the�Project,�please�contact�Mets�Ginoli�
at�773-517-7851�or�m_ravago@yahoo.com��

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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When you go to the poor, you encounter
Jesus

Summer time and the livin’ is easy…. unless it isn’t. Not easy if
you don’t have money to buy gas for your car and you can’t

get to work. Not easy if your part-time job cuts your hours because their
customers can’t spend money at their restaurant anymore. Not easy if
your child runs a fever and you have to stay home with him and lose three
days pay this week.
Affordability is a hot topic nowadays, as many people who have not wor-
ried about money now find themselves squeezed, having to decide what
to cut back on. We have received requests for help from many persons
who have never before had to ask for help
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is here to offer a personal connection with
people who need someone to hear their concerns, to offer information
about agencies that might be able to serve them, to show them how to
budget their income to cover as many of their expenses as possible, and
sometimes to give money to keep their utilities on or pay toward rent or a
car repair.
We are a team working to give hope and help. We means everyone
reading this message and being inspired to join the SVdP Society to visit
people who call for assistance, as well as anyone who donates via the
envelope sent monthly by the church or the collection basket on the first
weekend of the month, and everyone who prays for the success of our
mission.
Livin’ might not be easy for many of our neighbors in Peoria and Peoria
Heights, but caring about them is. St. Thomas Parish cares. The St. Vincent
de Paul Society cares. And together we can turn that caring into Christian
action.
Thank you, TEAM. ~ Pat Pusey

Sponsor of the Week 

Sheen Book Club
The Fulton Sheen book club will meet in the
parish hall on Sunday evening, August 9th,
6:00-7:30 p.m. to discuss chapters 7-11 of

Go to Heaven.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish�Registration�
Complete�this�form�and�drop�it�in�the�collection�basket,�or�mail�to�the�
Parish�Office�or�Register�on�our�website�at�stthomaspeoria.org.��Under�
About�open�the�New�Parishioner�Registration,�complete�and�submit�the�
form.
Last�Name�______________________________________________________�
�
First�Name(s)�__________________________________Mr�__�Mrs�__��Ms�___�
�
Email�____________________________________________________________�
�
Phone___________________________________________________________�
�
Address�_________________________________________________________�
�
City_______________________________________�������ZIP________________�
�
Phone�___________________________________________________________�
�
Would�you�like�to�be�contacted�by�the�New�Parishioner�Welcoming�
Committee?�����Yes�________����No�________�
�
New�Parishioner�_______��������Change�of�address/phone�_______�

Mass�for�Consecration�to�the��
Sacred�Heart�

Fr.�Luke�Spannagel�and�the�parishioners�of�St.�
Philomena�invite�the�faithful�of�Greater�Peoria�
to�join�us�on�August�7,�2026�for�a�First�Friday�
Consecration�to�the�Sacred�Heart�Mass.�Mass�
will�begin�at�5:30pm�with�Fr.�Luke�as�celebrant.�
St.�Philomena�Church�is�located�at�1000�W�
Albany,�Peoria.�Parking�is�available�in�our�main�
lot.�For�those�who�cannot�join�us�in�person,�a�
livestream�will�be�available�on�our�YouTube�
channel:�youtube.com/@stphilomenapeoria/
streams��

St.�Thomas�-�Food�Pantry�

�

While�all�donations�are�greatly�appreciated,�
of�particular�need�at�this�time�are:����jelly,�

peanut�butter,�green�beans,�corn�and�
cereal.���������������Thank�you!���

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How�to�Submit�Bulletin�Information�
Send�information�for�the�bulletin�to�
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net�
with�subject�Bulletin.��
�
Submissions�are�due�by�Friday�
noon,�one�full�week�prior.��
�
Send�images�or�logos�separately�
as�attachments.���
�
Submissions�may�be�edited�for�
content�and�length.��Please,�DO�
NOT�send�PDFs.�

Sacrament�of�Baptism�
Parents�participate�in�a�
Baptism�class�before�
the�Baptism�of�their�first�
child.�Contact�the���
Parish�Office�to�sched-
ule�the�class.�

Confessions�
Saturday�8:30�a.m.�and�

4:00-4:45pm�&��
6:00�p.m.-until�last���
confession�heard.�

Parish�Office�Hours��
The�Parish�Office�is�open�Monday-Friday�from�9:00�a.m.�to�1:00�
p.m.�Staff�are�also�available�by�email�or�voicemail.��To�leave�
a�message,�call�309-688-3446,�and�at�the�prompt,�press:�
� ���3��-��Fr.�John�
� ���0��-��Tracey�–�Administrative�Assist.�
�����������1341��-��Sheris—Finance�&�Tuition�
��������������1310��-��Kate—Faith�Formation��
�����������1301��-��Peggy—Bulletin� � �
If�you�have�items�to�deliver�for�the�Parish�Office,�you�are�
welcome�to�put�them�through�the�mail�slot�of�the�Office�
downstairs�in�the�Church,�or�under�the�door�of�the�main�
Sacristy�upstairs.��The�Church�is�open�from�7:00�a.m.�to�4:00�
p.m.�every�day.�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Get this bulletin 
emailed to you 
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1208

...or scan

IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Russell Smith
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