
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Fr. Johndamaseni Zilimu…..….…..(x3)
frjohn@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester…..(x1430)
frpat@stthomas-church.net

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson…….....981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…...….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch... (Senior Status)

Director Faith Formation: Kate Crim….(x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)

Music Coordinator: Nathalie Corbett………..
nathaliecorbett@stthomas-church.net

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join OCIA Class. Link can be found on

the parish website, stthomaspeoria.org
or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).
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Readings�for�the�Week�of�August�9,�2026�

�

Sunday� Nineteenth�Sunday�in�Ordinary�Time�
� 1�Kings�19:�9a,�11-13a;�Romans�9:�1-5;�Matthew�14:�22-33�
� �
Monday� St.�Lawrence,�Deacon�&�Martyr�
� 2�Corinthians�9:�6-10;��John�12:�24-26�
� �
Tuesday� St.�Clare,�Virgin�
� Ezekiel�2:�8—3:�4;��Matthew�18:�1-5,�10,�12-14�
� �
Wednesday� St.�Jane�Francis�de�Chantal,�Religious�
� Ezekiel�9:�1-7;�10:�18-22;��Matthew�18:�15-20�
�
Thursday� Sts.�Pontian,�Pope,�and�Hippolytus,�Priest,�Martys�
� Ezekiel�12:�1-12;�Matthew�18:�21—19:�1�
� � �
Friday� St.�Maximilian�Kolbe,�Priest�&�Martyr�
� Ezekiel�16:�1-15,�60,�63;��Matthew�19:�3-12�
�
Saturday� The�Assumption�of�the�Blessed�Virgin�Mary�
� Revelation�11:�19a;�12:�1-6a,�10ab;��1�Corinthians�15:�20-27;�
� Luke�1:�39-56�
�
Sunday� Twentieth�Sunday�in�Ordinary�Time�
� Isaiah�56:1,�6-7;�Romans�11:13-15,�29-32;�Matthew�15:21-28�

Mass�Intentions�
Monday,�August�10,�2026� �� ��
� 7:00�a.m.� Paul�Hop�Nguyen/Mai�Dang�
� 8:00�a.m.� intentions�of�Dr.�Gary�&�Vivette�Miller/Kevin�Morrissey�
� � �
Tuesday,�August�11,�2026�
� 7:00�a.m.� Mark�Olson/Diane�&�Gary�Bussman�
� 8:00�a.m.� Teresa�McCabe/Marjorie�Schwebel�
� � � ��
Wednesday,�August�12,�2026�
� 7:00�a.m.� Ray�&�Phyllis�Noe/Mary�Ann�Noe�
� 8:00�a.m.� Christine�Pilat/Family�
� � � �
Thursday,�August�13,�2026�
� 7:00�a.m.� Mike�Palkovic/Rhonda�Bachman�
� 8:00�a.m.� Hafner�&�Smith�Families/Fred�Hafner�
� �� � �������� � �� �
Friday,�August�14,�2026�
� 7:00�a.m.� Anthony�Gray/John�&�Sonia�Nelson�
� 8:00�a.m.� Betty�Ginoli��
�
Saturday,�August�15,�2026�
� 8:00�a.m.� Mike�Palkovic/Loc�&�Linh�Luong��
� 5:00�p.m.� Dave�Ryon/Family�
� � �
Sunday,�August�16,�2026�
� 8:00�a.m.� For�the�People��
����10:00�a.m.�� For�All�St.�Thomas�Donors�to�SVdP�
������5:00�p.m.� Christine�Pilat/The�Pilat�Family� �

Statement�Regarding�Release�of�����
Tickets�for�the�Beatification�of��������

Archbishop�Fulton�Sheen��
From�Bishop�Louis�Tylka,�Diocese�of�Peoria��

It�fills�me�with�great�joy�to�announce�that�we�
are�releasing�an�additional�allotment�of�tickets�
for�the�Mass�of�Beatification�of�Archbishop�Ful-
ton�J.�Sheen.��
�

The�Mass�of�Beatification�will�be�celebrated�on�
Thursday,�September�24,�2026,�at�2:00�p.m.�at�
The�Dome�at�America's�Center�in�St.�Louis,�Mis-
souri,�marking�a�historic�moment�for�the�Catho-
lic�Church�in�the�United�States�and�throughout�
the�world.�The�Beatification�is�the�final�step�be-
fore�canonization�and�will�bring�Archbishop�
Fulton�J.�Sheen�one�step�closer�to�becoming�
the�first�American-born�bishop�to�be�declared�a�
saint.��
�

The�celebration�on�September�24�begins�long�
before�the�Beatification�Mass.�The�Dome�will�
open�at�8�a.m.�CDT,�welcoming�pilgrims�for�the�
Sacrament�of�Reconciliation,�Eucharistic�Adora-
tion,�and�an�interactive�Catholic�expo�with�doz-
ens�of�ministries,�apostolates,�and�exhibitors.��
Beginning�at�10�a.m.,�pilgrims�will�be�invited�to�
participate�in�a�special�pre-Beatification�pro-
gram�featuring�inspiring�reflections,�music,�and�
prayer.���
�

While�the�Beatification�Mass�is�the�centerpiece�
of�these�celebrations,�it�is�only�one�part�of�a�
much�larger�pilgrimage�experience.�From�Sep-
tember�15�through�September�26,�2026,�pilgrims�
are�invited�to�participate�in�a�rich�series�of�
prayerful,�educational,�and�celebratory�events�
honoring�Archbishop�Sheen's�life�and�legacy.�
Together,�these�events�invite�pilgrims�not�simply�
to�attend�a�historic�occasion,�but�to�embark�on�
a�pilgrimage�of�faith�inspired�by�Archbishop�
Sheen's�lifelong�devotion�to�Jesus�Christ.��
For�tickets�for�the�Mass�of�Beatification�and�oth-
er�events,�the�complete�schedule�of�events,�
hotel�information,�and�pilgrimage�resources,�
please�visit�celebratesheen.com��

Our�women’s�ministry,�Women�
of�the�Word,�is�back�again�this�
fall�beginning�on�Thursday,�
August�27th.��New�participant�
registration�is�following�all�
masses�on�the�weekend�of�
August�8th-9th.��Women�who�
were�previously�registered�do�
not�need�to�re-register.�We’d�
love�to�have�you�join�us�as�we�meet�twice�
monthly�to�learn�and�grow�in�our�faith.�We�will�
be�using�study�material�from�Paradisus�Dei’s�
She�Shall�be�Called�Woman,�with�our�fall�������
semester�focused�on�the�theme�Lift�Up�Your�
Hearts.�There�is�no�cost�for�the�program�and�
childcare�is�provided�free�of�charge.���

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our�Sympathy�

�
Please�pray�for�those�who�have�died�this�week�

�
��

Weekly�Collection�
���������������������������������������������������August�2,�2026� �
� � Fiscal�YTD�
Collections�needed�.............................�$20,500�......................................�$102,500�
Sunday�Collections�..............................�$13,306�........................................�$66,043�
Electronic�Collections……..……......….$4,375….……..….........…..……$21,216�
Total�Collected…………………...…….$17,681…..�..................................�$87,259�
Over/(Short)…..................................�...�$(2,819)�.....................................�$(15,241)�
�

Your� support� of� St.� Thomas� Parish� is� important� to� sustain� our���������������������
mission.� Please� remember� to� contribute� regularly� with�
your� envelopes� or� checks� in� our� regular� Sunday� collection.� � Electronic�
contributions� can� be� made� through� direct� debit,� or� by� using� the�Giving�
tab� on� our� parish� website:� stthomaspeoria.org.� � � Thank� you� for� your������
support.��

Week�of�August�9�

SIGN-UP�FOR�WOMEN�OF�THE�WORD��Following�all�Masses�this�Weekend�
�
SHEEN�BOOK�CLUB��Sunday,�August�9,�6:00�p.m.,�Parish�Hall�
��
ROSARY��Tuesday,�August�11,�10:00�a.m.,�Chapel�
�
BACK�TO�SCHOOL�NIGHT�PRE3-K��Tuesday,�August�11,�6:00�p.m.,�School�
�
ST�VINCENT�DE�PAUL��Tuesday,�August�11,�6:30�p.m.,�Parish�Hall��
�
BACK�TO�SCHOOL�NIGHT�GR1-8,�Wednesday,�August�12,�6:00�p.m.,�School�
�
MEN’S�CLUB��Thursday,�August�13,�6:30�p.m.�
�
CHURCH�CLEANING��Saturday,�following�8:00�a.m.�Mass,�Church��
�
SIGN-UP�FOR�TMIY�&�WHY�IT’S�GREAT�TO�BE�CATHOLIC��After�all�Masses�8/15
-16��

�����������������UPCOMING�EVENTS� � ���������
� � ���������Parish�Picnic� August�16�
� �������School�Mass�Resumes� August�20�
� ���������St.�Thomas�Holy�Hour� August�20�
����Msgr.�Gray�Appreciation�Dinner� August�21�
� ������Memorial�Golf�Outing� October�2�
� �������������Progressive�Dinner� November�14�

Wedding�Congratulations�
�

Clare�Ruth�Kube�&�John�George�Klimsak�

Pray�with�the�Pope�
August�2026�

For�Evangelization�In�The�City�
Let�us�pray�that�in�large�cities,�often�

marked�by�anonymity�and�
loneliness,�we�find�new�ways�to�

proclaim�the�Gospel,�discovering�
creative�paths�to�build�community.��

All�1st-8th�grade�students�not�attending�a�catholic�
school�are�invited�to�CCD.��This�is�also�the�sacra-

ment�preparation�for�First�Communion�and�Confir-
mation�for�students�not�attending�a�catholic�school.��

Scan�for�more�information�and�registration.�
�

To�pay�electronically�please�use�the�link�at�the�end�of�the�registration�
form.��Tuition�can�also�be�paid�via�check�or�cash.��Make�checks�payable�
to�St.�Thomas�CCD�(may�be�dropped�at�church�office�or�in�marked�enve-

lope�in�collection�basket�at�church).�
�

Tuition:�
1�Student�$90.00�($125�w/�sacrament)�

2�Students�$135.00�($170�w/�sacrament)�
3+�Students�$165.00�($200�w/�sacrament)�

�

Contact�information:��Liz�Plaskon,�CCD�Coordinator��������������
CCD@StThomas-Church.net����(309)�339-4775�

Sponsor�of�the�Week� 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Job�Opportunity�
�
St.�Thomas�has�an�immediate�opening�in�our�
finance/tuition�department.��This�is�a�full-time�
position.��Core�duties�include�budgeting�and�
financial�reporting�of�accounts�receivable�and�
payable�for�the�church�and�church�
organizations.��Tuition�management�includes�
maintaining�accurate�records�of�payments�
and�scholarships.��
Prior�bookkeeping/accounting�experience�
desirable.�
Medical,�dental,�vision,�and�403B�benefits�are�
available.��
Résumé�and�letter�of�interest�can�be�mailed�or�
emailed�to�the�Parish�Office�at��
904�East�Lake�Avenue,��Peoria�Heights,�IL�61616��
or��parishoffice@stthomas-church.net.�

�� Do�you�ever�have�
trouble������������������������������
explaining�Catholic�
teaching�to�your�non-
Catholic�friends�and�
family,�and�wish�you�
could�explain�things�
better?�
�� Do�you�practice�
your�Catholic�faith,�
but�recognize�there�
are�still�many�things�
you�don’t�

understand?�
�� Are�there�times�when�you’re�not�sure�where�you�can�find�the�answers�

to�questions�you�have�about�your�faith�or�contemporary�moral�issues?�
�� Do�you�have�the�desire�to�go�deeper�in�your�faith�and�become�more�

knowledgeable�in�Catholic�teachings�and�practices?�
�
If�you�answered�“yes”�to�any�one�of�the�questions�above,�know�that�
you’re�not�alone,�and�consider�joining�us�for�7�weekly�sessions�designed�to�
help�Catholics�better�know,�practice�and�Love�their�Catholic�faith.���We�
will�meet�on�Monday�evenings�at�6::30�pm�from�September�14th�through�
October�26th�in�the�St.�Thomas�Parish�Hall.��You�can�sign�up�after�all�Masses�
on�the�weekend�of�August�15th�&�16th,�or�send�an�email�to�George�Burek�
at�georgeburek@yahoo.com��Course�materials�will�be�provided�for�a�
nominal�cost�of�$10,�and�can�be�paid�for�and�received�at�the�first�
session.��Take�advantage�of�this�session�and�prepare�to�have�a�deeper�
appreciation�for,�and�greater�love�of�your�Catholic�faith.�

That�Man�Is�You�
returns�on�Friday,�
September�
11th!��Registration�will�
take�place�after�all�
Masses�the�weekend�
of�August�15-16th.��You�

can�also�register�or�get�additional�information�
by�sending�an�email�to�George�Burek�
at�georgeburek@yahoo.com.�All�men�are�
welcome�and�encouraged�to�attend.�
�

The�theme�for�this�year�is�Becoming�A�Man�After�
God's�Own�Heart.��Besides�some�outstanding�
presenters,�this�year's�program�provides�an�
updated�version�of�the�foundational�principles�
of�the�TMIY�Program.��We�meet�on�Friday�
mornings.��Doors�open�at�6:00�am�for�
Continental�Breakfast,�the�Video�presentation�
starts�at�6:30�followed�by�Table�Discussion�
around�7:00�am,�and�we�adjourn�by�7:30.��This�
will�be�our�11th�year�of�That�Man�Is�You�at�St.�
Thomas,�and�we�hope�you�can�join�us.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sheen�Book�
Club�

The�Fulton�Sheen�
book�club�will�

meet�in�the�par-
ish�hall�on�Sun-
day�evening,�

August�9th,�6:00-
7:30�p.m.�to�dis-
cuss�chapters�7-

11�of�Go�to�
Heaven.��

St.�Thomas�
Food�
Pantry�

�

While�all�
donations�are�

greatly�
appreciated,�of�
particular�need�

at�this�time�
are:����jelly,�

peanut�butter,�
green�beans,�

corn�and�
cereal.����������������

�

Thank�you!���

Men’s�Cursillo�
Weekend�will�
be�held�Au-
gust�27–30,�

2026��
The�weekend�will�
invite�participants�

to�reflect�on�
Christ’s�call�to�love�
and�serve�others�
and�to�grow�in�

their�faith�through�
prayer,�fellowship,�
and�shared�Chris-
tian�community.��

�

Those�interested�in�
learning�more�

about�Cursillo�or�
registering�for�one�
of�the�upcoming�
weekends�can�
visit�the�Peoria�

Area�Cursillo�web-
site�at:�

Peoria�Area�Cur-
sillo�–�Join�Us��

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish�Registration�
Complete�this�form�and�drop�it�in�the�collection�basket,�or�mail�to�the�
Parish�Office�or�Register�on�our�website�at�stthomaspeoria.org.��Under�
About�open�the�New�Parishioner�Registration,�complete�and�submit�the�
form.
Last�Name�______________________________________________________�
�
First�Name(s)�__________________________________Mr�__�Mrs�__��Ms�___�
�
Email�____________________________________________________________�
�
Phone___________________________________________________________�
�
Address�_________________________________________________________�
�
City_______________________________________�������ZIP________________�
�
Phone�___________________________________________________________�
�
Would�you�like�to�be�contacted�by�the�New�Parishioner�Welcoming�
Committee?�����Yes�________����No�________�
�
New�Parishioner�_______��������Change�of�address/phone�_______�

Rosary�for�Peace�
Every�Tuesday�at�10:00�a.m.�

Where:��Small�Chapel—St.�Thomas�
Church�

Where�two�or�three�gather�in�My�
name,�I�am�there�among�them.��

Matthew�18:20�
�

Prayers�offered:��Rosary,�Chaplet�of�Mercy,�
and�a�Few�Spontaneous�Intercessory�Prayers�

�

Duration:��30�minutes�or�free�to�leave�early�
All�parishioners�and�friends�welcome�

School�Mass�Resumes��
Classes�at�STS�resume�August�18th.��This�also�
means�the�weekly�School�Mass�will�resume.��This�
Mass�will�be�on�Thursday�unless�otherwise�not-
ed.��The�first�week�of�school�is�one�of�those�
weeks—Mass�will�be�on�Tuesday,�the�day�clas-
ses�resume.��School�Mass�is�in�place�of�the�regu-
lar�8:00�a.m.�Mass�on�that�day.�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How�to�Submit�Bulletin�Information�
Send�information�for�the�bulletin�to�
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net�
with�subject�Bulletin.��
�
Submissions�are�due�by�Friday�
noon,�one�full�week�prior.��
�
Send�images�or�logos�separately�
as�attachments.���
�
Submissions�may�be�edited�for�
content�and�length.��Please,�DO�
NOT�send�PDFs.�

Sacrament�of�Baptism�
Parents�participate�in�a�
Baptism�class�before�
the�Baptism�of�their�first�
child.�Contact�the���
Parish�Office�to�sched-
ule�the�class.�

Confessions�
Saturday�8:30�a.m.�and�

4:00-4:45pm�&��
6:00�p.m.-until�last���
confession�heard.�

Parish�Office�Hours��
The�Parish�Office�is�open�Monday-Friday�from�9:00�a.m.�to�1:00�
p.m.�Staff�are�also�available�by�email�or�voicemail.��To�leave�
a�message,�call�309-688-3446,�and�at�the�prompt,�press:�
� ���3��-��Fr.�John�
� ���0��-��Tracey�–�Administrative�Assist.�
�����������1341��-��Sheris—Finance�&�Tuition�
��������������1310��-��Kate—Faith�Formation��
�����������1301��-��Peggy—Bulletin� � �
If�you�have�items�to�deliver�for�the�Parish�Office,�you�are�
welcome�to�put�them�through�the�mail�slot�of�the�Office�
downstairs�in�the�Church,�or�under�the�door�of�the�main�
Sacristy�upstairs.��The�Church�is�open�from�7:00�a.m.�to�4:00�
p.m.�every�day.�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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IN LOVING
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