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St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
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Stay in Touch
1. Join OCIA Class. Link can be found on

the parish website, stthomaspeoria.org
or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
(stthomaspeoria.org).



St. Thomas the Apostle Church Page 2 Peoria Heights, IL

From Our Pastor
Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas the
Apostle,

Tuesday August 18th, 2026, is the first day of the
new academic year 2026-2027. We welcome
back our St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic
school community and in a special way we
welcome all the new families to St. Thomas the
Apostle Catholic school. I can’t wait to have all
the students, staff and faculty of our school
back and get to meet each of them in person.
Dear parents and grandparents, St. Thomas is a
great school for your children and for your
grandchildren.

There will be some changes in the weekday
masses and confession times to help our priests
better serve the parish and school
communities. Beginning with Monday August
24, 2026, we shall use the following schedule.

MASS TIMES
Weekends
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am, and 5:00pm

Weekdays
Monday through Friday: 7:00am
Saturday: 8:00am
School Mass: According to the School Schedule

Holidays of Obligations
7:00am and 5:00pm

Confessions
Saturday: 8:30am to 9:00am
Saturday: 4:00pm to 4:45pm
If you cannot make it to our regular confession
times, please call the parish office for an
appointment.
Additional times for Confessions are offered in
Advent and Lent. See the bulletin.

Peace and Joy
Fr. Johndamaseni Zilimu.

Readings for the Week of August 16, 2026
Sunday Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Isaiah 56:1, 6-7; Romans 11:13-15, 29-32; Matthew 15:21-28

Monday Ezekiel 24: 15-23; Matthew 19: 16-22

Tuesday Ezekiel 28: 1-10; Matthew 19: 23-30

Wednesday St. John Eudes, Priest
Ezekiel 34: 1-11; Matthew 20: 1-16

Thursday St. Bernard, Abbot & Doctor of the Church
Ezekiel 36: 23-28; Matthew 22: 1-14

Friday St. Pius X, Pope
Ezekiel 37: 1-14; Matthew 22: 34-40

Saturday The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ezekiel 43: 1-7ab; Matthew 23: 1-12

Sunday Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 22: 19-23; Romans 11: 33-36; Matthew 16: 13-20

Mass Intentions
Monday, August 17, 2026

7:00 a.m. Intentions of Dr. Gary & Vivette Miller/Kevin Morrissey
8:00 a.m. Benefactors of the Franciscan Sisters of St. John the

Baptist

Tuesday, August 18, 2026
7:00 a.m. Msgr. William Watson/Loc & Linh Luong
Schl Mass Tho Dang/Tan Tran

Wednesday, August 19, 2026
7:00 a.m. Angela Kenny/Joe & Sandy Whalen
8:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the Williams Family/Jenny Williams

Thursday, August 20, 2026
7:00 a.m. Mark Brewer/Loc & Linh Luong
8:00 a.m. Angie Cassidy/Stoney & Liz Jockisch

Friday, August 21, 2026
7:00 a.m. Annie Holland-Morrissey/Kevin Morrissey
8:00 a.m. Jim Becker/Nancy Becker

Saturday, August 22, 2026
8:00 a.m. James Snyder/Michael Schallau
5:00 p.m. Roger Tramel/Lynn Tramel

Sunday, August 23, 2026
8:00 a.m. Intentions of Peoria Seminarians & Priestly Vocations/FSJB

10:00 a.m. For the People
5:00 p.m. Phillip Braet/Family

Our women’s ministry, Women
of the Word, is back again this
fall beginning on Thursday,
August 27th. New participant
registration is following all
masses on the weekend of
August 8th-9th. Women who
were previously registered do
not need to re-register. We’d
love to have you join us as we meet twice
monthly to learn and grow in our faith. We will
be using study material from Paradisus Dei’s
She Shall be Called Woman, with our fall
semester focused on the theme Lift Up Your
Hearts. There is no cost for the program and
childcare is provided free of charge.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our�Sympathy�

�
Michael�Simpkins�

Weekly�Collection�
���������������������������������������������������August�9,�2026� �
� � Fiscal�YTD�
Collections�needed�.............................�$20,500�......................................�$123,000�
Sunday�Collections�..............................�$15,158�........................................�$81,201�
Electronic�Collections……..……......….$7,150….……..….........…..……$28,366�
Total�Collected…………………...…….$22,308…..�................................�$109,567�
Over/(Short)…....................................�...�$1,808�.....................................�$(13,433)�
�

Your� support� of� St.� Thomas� Parish� is� important� to� sustain� our���������������������
mission.� Please� remember� to� contribute� regularly� with�
your� envelopes� or� checks� in� our� regular� Sunday� collection.� � Electronic�
contributions� can� be� made� through� direct� debit,� or� by� using� the�Giving�
tab� on� our� parish� website:� stthomaspeoria.org.� � � Thank� you� for� your������
support.��

Week�of�August�16�

SIGN-UP�FOR�TMIY�&�WHY�IT’S�GREAT�TO�BE�CATHOLIC��After�all�Masses�this�
Weekend�
�
PARISH�&�SCHOOL�PICNIC��Sunday,�August�16,�11:00�a.m.,�School�
��
ROSARY��Tuesday,�August�18,�10:00�a.m.,�Chapel�
�
PARISH�COUNCIL��Tuesday,�August�18,�7:00�p.m.,�Parish�Office�
�
ST.�IGNATIUS�BIBLE�STUDY��Thursday,�August�20,�6:00�p.m.,�Parish�Office�
�
ST.�THOMAS�HOLY�HOUR��Thursday,�August�20,�7:00�p.m.,�Church�
�
MSGR.�GRAY�APPRECIATION�DINNER��Friday,�August�21,�6:30�p.m.,�
Connected�
�
CHURCH�CLEANING��Saturday,�following�8:00�a.m.�Mass,�Church��
�

�����������������UPCOMING�EVENTS� � ���������
� ������� ����������������LifeTeen� August�30�
� � �������������Adoration� September�4�
� �������OCIA�and�CCD�Begin� September�9�
� �������Memorial�Golf�Outing� October�2�
� �������������Progressive�Dinner� November�14�

Baptism�Congratulations�
�

Lynnie�Marie�Kasperski,�daughter�of��
Ashton�&�Clayton�Kasperski�

All�1st-8th�grade�students�not�attending�a�catholic�
school�are�invited�to�CCD.��This�is�also�the�������������

sacrament�preparation�for�First�Communion�and�
Confirmation�for�students�not�attending�a�catholic�school.��

Scan�for�more�information�and�registration.�
�

To�pay�electronically�please�use�the�link�at�the�end�of�the�registration�
form.��Tuition�can�also�be�paid�via�check�or�cash.��Make�checks�payable�
to�St.�Thomas�CCD�(may�be�dropped�at�church�office�or�in�marked�enve-

lope�in�collection�basket�at�church).�
�

Tuition:�
1�Student�$90.00�($125�w/�sacrament)�

2�Students�$135.00�($170�w/�sacrament)�
3+�Students�$165.00�($200�w/�sacrament)�

�

Contact�information:��Liz�Plaskon,�CCD�Coordinator��������������
CCD@StThomas-Church.net����(309)�339-4775�

Sponsor�of�the�Week�
Mcomm�Group,�Inc.�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Job�Opportunity�
�
St.�Thomas�has�an�immediate�opening�in�our�
finance/tuition�department.��This�is�a�part-time�
position.��Core�duties�include�budgeting�and�
financial�reporting�of�accounts�receivable�and�
payable�for�the�church�and�church�
organizations.��Tuition�management�includes�
maintaining�accurate�records�of�payments�
and�scholarships.��
Prior�bookkeeping/accounting�experience�
desirable.�
Résumé�and�letter�of�interest�can�be�mailed�or�
emailed�to�the�Parish�Office�at��
904�East�Lake�Avenue,��Peoria�Heights,�IL�61616��
or��parishoffice@stthomas-church.net.�

�� Do�you�ever�have�
trouble������������������������������
explaining�Catholic�
teaching�to�your�non-
Catholic�friends�and�
family,�and�wish�you�
could�explain�things�
better?�
�� Do�you�practice�
your�Catholic�faith,�
but�recognize�there�
are�still�many�things�
you�don’t�

understand?�
�� Are�there�times�when�you’re�not�sure�where�you�can�find�the�answers�

to�questions�you�have�about�your�faith�or�contemporary�moral�issues?�
�� Do�you�have�the�desire�to�go�deeper�in�your�faith�and�become�more�

knowledgeable�in�Catholic�teachings�and�practices?�
�
If�you�answered�“yes”�to�any�one�of�the�questions�above,�know�that�
you’re�not�alone,�and�consider�joining�us�for�7�weekly�sessions�designed�to�
help�Catholics�better�know,�practice�and�Love�their�Catholic�faith.���We�
will�meet�on�Monday�evenings�at�6::30�pm�from�September�14th�through�
October�26th�in�the�St.�Thomas�Parish�Hall.��You�can�sign�up�after�all�Masses�
on�the�weekend�of�August�15th�&�16th,�or�send�an�email�to�George�Burek�
at�georgeburek@yahoo.com��Course�materials�will�be�provided�for�a�
nominal�cost�of�$10,�and�can�be�paid�for�and�received�at�the�first�
session.��Take�advantage�of�this�session�and�prepare�to�have�a�deeper�
appreciation�for,�and�greater�love�of�your�Catholic�faith.�

That�Man�Is�You�
returns�on�Friday,�
September�
11th!��Registration�will�
take�place�after�all�
Masses�the�weekend�
of�August�15-16th.��You�

can�also�register�or�get�additional�information�
by�sending�an�email�to�George�Burek�
at�georgeburek@yahoo.com.�All�men�are�
welcome�and�encouraged�to�attend.�
�

The�theme�for�this�year�is�Becoming�A�Man�After�
God's�Own�Heart.��Besides�some�outstanding�
presenters,�this�year's�program�provides�an�
updated�version�of�the�foundational�principles�
of�the�TMIY�Program.��We�meet�on�Friday�
mornings.��Doors�open�at�6:00�am�for�
Continental�Breakfast,�the�Video�presentation�
starts�at�6:30�followed�by�Table�Discussion�
around�7:00�am,�and�we�adjourn�by�7:30.��This�
will�be�our�11th�year�of�That�Man�Is�You�at�St.�
Thomas,�and�we�hope�you�can�join�us.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St.�Thomas�
Food�
Pantry�

�

While�all�
donations�are�

greatly�
appreciated,�of�
particular�need�

at�this�time�
are:����jelly,�

peanut�butter,�
green�beans,�

corn�and�
cereal.����������������

�

Thank�you!���

Men’s�Cursillo�
Weekend�will�
be�held�Au-
gust�27–30,�

2026��
The�weekend�will�
invite�participants�

to�reflect�on�
Christ’s�call�to�love�
and�serve�others�
and�to�grow�in�

their�faith�through�
prayer,�fellowship,�
and�shared�Chris-
tian�community.��

�

Those�interested�in�
learning�more�

about�Cursillo�or�
registering�for�one�
of�the�upcoming�
weekends�can�
visit�the�Peoria�

Area�Cursillo�web-
site�at:�

Peoria�Area�Cur-
sillo�–�Join�Us��

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish�Registration�
Complete�this�form�and�drop�it�in�the�collection�basket,�or�mail�to�the�
Parish�Office�or�Register�on�our�website�at�stthomaspeoria.org.��Under�
About�open�the�New�Parishioner�Registration,�complete�and�submit�the�
form.
Last�Name�______________________________________________________�
�
First�Name(s)�__________________________________Mr�__�Mrs�__��Ms�___�
�
Email�____________________________________________________________�
�
Phone___________________________________________________________�
�
Address�_________________________________________________________�
�
City_______________________________________�������ZIP________________�
�
Phone�___________________________________________________________�
�
Would�you�like�to�be�contacted�by�the�New�Parishioner�Welcoming�
Committee?�����Yes�________����No�________�
�
New�Parishioner�_______��������Change�of�address/phone�_______�

Pray�with�the�Pope�
August�2026�

For�Evangelization�In�The�City�
Let�us�pray�that�in�large�cities,�often�marked�by�

anonymity�and�loneliness,�we�find�new�ways�to�proclaim�the�
Gospel,�discovering�creative�paths�to�build�community.��

Rosary�for�Peace�
Every�Tuesday�at�10:00�a.m.�

Where:��Small�Chapel—St.�Thomas�
Church�

Where�two�or�three�gather�in�My�name,�I�
am�there�among�them.��Matthew�18:20�

�

Prayers�offered:��Rosary,�Chaplet�of�Mercy,�and�a�
Few�Spontaneous�Intercessory�Prayers�

�

Duration:��30�minutes�or�free�to�leave�early�
All�parishioners�and�friends�welcome�

Does�your�rosary�need�repair?�
Place�it�inside�the�envelope�with�your�name�

and�phone�number.�Leave�it�in�the�red�repair/
donation�bin�on�the�table�at�the�right�side�of�

the�narthex,�or�contact�Mets�Ginoli�at�773-517-
7851.�You�can�your�collect�repaired�rosary�in�a�

week.�
�

Still�accepting�broken,�old,�
or�new�rosaries�and�rosary�
parts�(beads,�centers,�and�
crucifixes)�to�be�rescued�

and�donated.�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How�to�Submit�Bulletin�Information�
Send�information�for�the�bulletin�to�
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net�
with�subject�Bulletin.��
�
Submissions�are�due�by�Friday�
noon,�one�full�week�prior.��
�
Send�images�or�logos�separately�
as�attachments.���
�
Submissions�may�be�edited�for�
content�and�length.��Please,�DO�
NOT�send�PDFs.�

Sacrament�of�Baptism�
Parents�participate�in�a�
Baptism�class�before�
the�Baptism�of�their�first�
child.�Contact�the���
Parish�Office�to�sched-
ule�the�class.�

Confessions�
Saturday�8:30�a.m.�and�

4:00-4:45pm�&��
6:00�p.m.-until�last���
confession�heard.�

Parish�Office�Hours��
The�Parish�Office�is�open�Monday-Friday�from�9:00�a.m.�to�1:00�
p.m.�Staff�are�also�available�by�email�or�voicemail.��To�leave�
a�message,�call�309-688-3446,�and�at�the�prompt,�press:�
� ���3��-��Fr.�John�
� ���0��-��Tracey�–�Administrative�Assist.�
�����������1341��-��Sheris—Finance�&�Tuition�
��������������1310��-��Kate—Faith�Formation��
�����������1301��-��Peggy—Bulletin� � �
If�you�have�items�to�deliver�for�the�Parish�Office,�you�are�
welcome�to�put�them�through�the�mail�slot�of�the�Office�
downstairs�in�the�Church,�or�under�the�door�of�the�main�
Sacristy�upstairs.��The�Church�is�open�from�7:00�a.m.�to�4:00�
p.m.�every�day.�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Get this bulletin 
emailed to you 
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1208

...or scan

IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Russell Smith
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