
St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish Staff

Office Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
904 East Lake Avenue,
Peoria Heights, IL 61616

stthomaspeoria.org; 309-688-3446
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net

Pastor: Fr. Johndamaseni Zilimu…..….…..(x3)
frjohn@stthomas-church.net

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Patrick
DeMeulemeester…..(x1420)
frpat@stthomas-church.net

Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB
(688-3500); fsjbpeoria@yahoo.com

Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson…….....981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow…...….….360-7735
Dcn. Mark Kelsch... (Senior Status)

Faith Formation Coordinator: Kate Crim……..
(x1310)

katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley.....(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai.(x0)
traceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan…….......(x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Sheris Catton……...(x1341)
sheriscatton@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon...(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty….(x1350)

Music Coordinator: Nathalie Corbett………..
nathaliecorbett@stthomas-church.net

Annulment Consultant:
John Mackoway………….699-5213

St. Vincent de Paul Society HelpLine………….
(309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
1. Join OCIA Class. Link can be found on

the parish website, stthomaspeoria.org
or the My Parish App

2. Download My Parish App to receive
push notifications (Visit mypari-
shapp.com/download).

3. Receive the Bulletin and announce-
ments in weekly emails from the parish.
(Email parishoffice@
stthomas-church.net to sign up).

4. Bookmark the parish webpage
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Readings�for�the�Week�of�September�6,�2026�

�

Sunday� Twenty-Third�Sunday�in�Ordinary�Time�
� Ezekiel�33:�7-9;�Romans�13:�8-10;�Matthew�18:�15-20�
� �
Monday� Labor�Day�
� 1�Corinthians�5:�1-8;��Luke�6:�6-11�
� �
Tuesday� Nativity�of�the�Blessed�Virgin�Mary�
� Micah�5:�1-4a�OR�Romans�8:�28-30;��Matthew�1:�4-16,�18-23�
� OR�Matthew�1:�18-23�
� �
Wednesday� St.�Peter�Claver,�Priest�
� 1�Corinthians�7:�25-31;��Luke�6:�20-26�
�
Thursday� 1�Corinthians�8:�1b-7,�11-13;�Luke�6:�27-38�
� � �
Friday� 1�Corinthians�9:�16-19,�22b-27;��Luke�6:�39-42�
�
Saturday� The�Most�Holy�Name�of�Mary�
� 1�Corinthians�10:�14-22;��Luke�6:�43-49�
�
Sunday� Twenty-Fourth�Sunday�in�Ordinary�Time�
� Sirach�27:�30—28:�7;�Romans�14:�7-9;�Matthew�18:�21-35�

Mass�Intentions�

Monday,�September�7,�2026� �� ��
� 9:00�a.m.� JoAnn�Masterson/The�Masterson�Family�
� � �
Tuesday,�September�8,�2026�
� 7:00�a.m.� Dominic�F.�D’Souza/Jack�&�Margaret�Weinstein�
� � � ��
Wednesday,�September�9,�2026�
� 7:00�a.m.� Rosalie�Shealy/Ann�Marie�Walker�
� 8:00�a.m.� Msgr.�William�Watson/Loc�&�Linh�Luong�
� � � �
Thursday,�September�10,�2026�
� 7:00�a.m.� Mariano�Tolentino/The�Sarmiento�Family�
� Schl.�Mass� Caryl�Lane�&�Robert�Kazlauski/Family��
� �� � �������� � �� �
Friday,�September�11,�2026�
� 7:00�a.m.� Chip�Chan/Julie�&�John�Chan�
� 8:00�a.m.� Annie�Holland-Morrisey/Kevin�Morrisey��
�
Saturday,�August�12,�2026�
� 8:00�a.m.� Pat�&�Jim�Hagemann/The�Bernard�Cousins�
� 5:00�p.m.� Patricia�McCauley/David�McCauley�
� � �
Sunday,�August�13,�2026�
� 8:00�a.m.� For�the�People��
����10:00�a.m.�� Intentions�of�Dcn.�Ed�&�Cathy�Mallow’s�Godchildren�
������5:00�p.m.� Intentions�of�Peoria�Seminarians�&�Priestly�Vocations/FSJB
� �

Congratulations!�
On�Tuesday,�August�18,�members�of�the�St.�
Thomas�conference�of�the�St.�Vincent�de�Paul�
Society�had�the�pleasure�of�participating�in�a�
surprise�for�one�of�our�Vincentians,�Mr.�Don�
Smith.�
�

Don�received�a�Peoria�Heights�Mayoral�Procla-
mation�recognizing�him�for�his�long�years�of�ser-
vice�as�a�leader�in�the�St.�Vincent�de�Paul�Soci-
ety�and�in�the�community,�and�we�were�out�in�
force�to�support�him!��Don�has�been�bringing�
friendship�and�service�to�the�poor�in�our�com-
munity�as�a�Vincentian�for�17�years�and�has�
visited�hundreds�of�families.��
�

Congratulations,�Don,�on�this�much�deserved�
honor!�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy
Please pray for who have died this week

Weekly Collection
August 23, 2026

Fiscal YTD
Collections needed ............................ $20,500 ..................................... $164,000
Sunday Collections ............................. $15,710 ..................................... $106,866
Electronic Collections……..……......….$1,743….……..….........…..……$30,869
Total Collected…………………...…….$17,453….. ............................... $137,735
Over/(Short)…. ................................ ... $(3,047) .....................................$(26,265)

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our
mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with
your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection. Electronic
contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving
tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org. Thank you for your
support.

Week of September 6
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL & PANTRY COLLECTIONS This Weekend

LABOR DAY Monday, September 7, Parish Office & School Closed in
observance

LABOR DAY MASS Monday, September 7, 9:00 a.m., Church

ROSARY Tuesday, September 8, 10:00 a.m., Chapel

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL Tuesday, September 8, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall

CCD MASS & MEETING Wednesday, September 9, 6:00 p.m., Church

OCIA Wednesday, September 9, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall

WOMEN OF THE WORD Thursday, September 10, 6:30 a.m., Parish Hall

MEN’S CLUB Thursday, September 10, 6:30 p.m., Back Parking Lot

TMIY Friday, September 11, doors open 6:00, program 6:30 a.m., ends by
7:30 a.m., Parish Hall

CHURCH CLEANING Saturday, following 8:00 a.m. Mass, Church

UPCOMING EVENTS
Memorial Golf Outing October 2

Progressive Dinner November 14

Baptism Congratulations
Samantha Nicole Cortes, daughter of

Mayra & Steven Cortes

Sponsor of the Week

Pray with the Pope
September 2026

For The Care of Water
Let us pray for a just and sustainable

management of water, a vital resource, so that
everyone may have equal access to it.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St.�Thomas�Food�Pantry�

�

While�all�donations�are�greatly�appreciated,�
of�particular�need�at�this�time�are:����peanut�

butter,�saltines�and�pasta�sauce.����������������
�

Thank�you!���

�� Do�you�ever�have�trouble������������������������������
explaining�Catholic�
teaching�to�your�non-
Catholic�friends�and�family,�
and�wish�you�could�explain�
things�better?�

�� Do�you�practice�your�Catholic�
faith,�but�recognize�there�are�still�
many�things�you�don’t�
understand?�

�� Are�there�times�when�you’re�not�sure�where�you�can�find�the�answers�
to�questions�you�have�about�your�faith�or�contemporary�moral�issues?�

�� Do�you�have�the�desire�to�go�deeper�in�your�faith�and�become�more�
knowledgeable�in�Catholic�teachings�and�practices?�

�
If�you�answered�“yes”�to�any�one�of�the�questions�above,�know�that�
you’re�not�alone,�and�consider�joining�us�for�7�weekly�sessions�designed�to�
help�Catholics�better�know,�practice�and�Love�their�Catholic�faith.���We�
will�meet�on�Monday�evenings�at�6::30�pm�from�September�14th�through�
October�26th�in�the�St.�Thomas�Parish�Hall.��You�can�send�an�email�to�
George�Burek�at�georgeburek@yahoo.com��Course�materials�will�be�
provided�for�a�nominal�cost�of�$10,�and�can�be�paid�for�and�received�at�
the�first�session.��Take�advantage�of�this�session�and�prepare�to�have�a�
deeper�appreciation�for,�and�greater�love�of�your�Catholic�faith.�

That�Man�Is�You�
returns�on�Friday,�
September�11th!��You�
can�also�register�or�
get�additional�
information�by�
sending�an�email�to�

George�Burek�at�georgeburek@yahoo.com.�All�
men�are�welcome�and�encouraged�to�attend.�
�

The�theme�for�this�year�is�Becoming�A�Man�After�
God's�Own�Heart.��Besides�some�outstanding�
presenters,�this�year's�program�provides�an�
updated�version�of�the�foundational�principles�
of�the�TMIY�Program.��We�meet�on�Friday�
mornings.��Doors�open�at�6:00�am�for�
Continental�Breakfast,�the�Video�presentation�
starts�at�6:30�followed�by�Table�Discussion�
around�7:00�am,�and�we�adjourn�by�7:30.��This�
will�be�our�11th�year�of�That�Man�Is�You�at�St.�
Thomas,�and�we�hope�you�can�join�us.

Job�Opportunity�–�Music�
Director�

��
St.�Thomas�the�Apostle�Church�has�an�immedi-
ate�opening�for�a�full�time�Music�Director.��The�
Music�Director�plans,�organizes,�and�leads�the�
music�ministry�for�worship�services.�This�role�col-
laborates�with�clergy�to�align�music�with�scrip-
ture�and�sermon�themes,�and�directs�rehears-
als�for�choirs.�The�Music�Director�will�also�pro-
vide�music�leadership�for�major�seasonal�cele-
brations�like�Christmas,�Easter,�weddings,�and�
funerals.��
�
Qualifications�and�skills�should�include�strong�
vocal�skills,�competence�on�a�piano�and�or-
gan,�familiarity�with�the�Catholic�Church�music�
traditions.��The�qualified�candidate�should�
have�a�degree�in�music,�liturgical�music,�or�
equivalent�experience�in�church�ministry.�
�
Medical,�dental,�vision,�and�403B�benefits�are�
available.��
�
Résumé�and�letter�of�interest�can�be�mailed�or�
emailed�to�the�Parish�Office�at��
904�East�Lake�Avenue,�Peoria�Heights,�IL�61616�
or�parishoffice@stthomas-church.net.�

Rosary�for�Peace�
Every�Tuesday�at�10:00�a.m.�

Where:��Small�Chapel—St.�Thomas�Church�
Where�two�or�three�gather�in�My�name,�I�am�there�among�them.��

Matthew�18:20�
�

Prayers�offered:��Rosary,�Chaplet�of�Mercy,�and�a�Few�Spontaneous�Intercessory�
Prayers�

�

Duration:��30�minutes�or�free�to�leave�early�
All�parishioners�and�friends�welcome�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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All 1st-8th grade students not attending a catholic
school are invited to CCD.

This is also the sacrament preparation for First Com-
munion and Confirmation for students not attending

a catholic school.
Scan for more information and registration.

To pay electronically please use the link at the end
of the registration form. Tuition can also be paid via

check or cash. Make checks payable
to St. Thomas CCD (may be dropped at
church office or in marked envelope in

collection basket at church).
Tuition:

1 Student $90.00 ($125 w/ sacrament)
2 Students $135.00 ($170 w/ sacrament)

3+ Students $165.00 ($200 w/ sacrament)

Contact information: Liz Plaskon,
CCD Coordinator

CCD@StThomas-Church.net (309) 339-4775

When you go to the poor, you
encounter Jesus

Greeting friends!
The St. Vincent de Paul Society has been
busy this summer. With everyday expenses

going up, people are having a hard time making
ends meet. This time of year, back to school costs
take a big bite out of families' savings. We try hard
to help, not only with prayers, money for rent, utilities,
etc. but also with providing information on communi-
ty assistance programs.
Sometimes our ministering takes an unexpected
turn...One of our teams got a call requesting help for
a man who was diabetic and going blind. They ar-
ranged a time for a home visit, but when
they arrived, there was no answer. His friend who
had helped to schedule the visit, was trying to get in
the door but he wasn't responding. Our Vincentians
were able to locate and pick up his daughter, who
had a key, from work and bring her to his
home. Once inside they found him unrespon-
sive and on the verge of a diabetic coma. 911 was
called and he was rushed to the hospital ICU. With-
out the St. Vincent visit, he likely would have
died. We are constantly humbled by how God
works through us.
A thank you card was recently sent to St. Thomas
parishioners. "Recently I received St. Vincent funds
for my car registration. I just want to thank all who
contributed to the funds. I am eternally grateful. This
will help immensely. God sent angels and I thank
you."
Thank you for all you do to support this ministry. It is
very much appreciated!

- Linda Waible

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish�Registration�
Complete�this�form�and�drop�it�in�the�collection�basket,�or�mail�to�the�
Parish�Office�or�Register�on�our�website�at�stthomaspeoria.org.��Under�
About�open�the�New�Parishioner�Registration,�complete�and�submit�the�
form.
Last�Name�______________________________________________________�
�
First�Name(s)�__________________________________Mr�__�Mrs�__��Ms�___�
�
Email�____________________________________________________________�
�
Phone___________________________________________________________�
�
Address�_________________________________________________________�
�
City_______________________________________�������ZIP________________�
�
Phone�___________________________________________________________�
�
Would�you�like�to�be�contacted�by�the�New�Parishioner�Welcoming�
Committee?�����Yes�________����No�________�
�
New�Parishioner�_______��������Change�of�address/phone�_______�

Does�your�rosary�need�repair?�
Place�it�inside�the�envelope�with�your�name�

and�phone�number.�Leave�it�in�the�red�repair/
donation�bin�on�the�table�at�the�right�side�of�

the�narthex,�or�contact�Mets�Ginoli�at�773-517-
7851.�You�can�your�collect�repaired�rosary�in�a�

week.�
�

Still�accepting�broken,�old,�
or�new�rosaries�and�rosary�
parts�(beads,�centers,�and�
crucifixes)�to�be�rescued�

and�donated.�

Holy�Hour�for�the�Unborn�and�
their�Mothers!�

In�September,�we�celebrate�the�feast�day�of�
Saint�Mother�Teresa,�who�ceaselessly�pro-
claimed�that�the�unborn�are�the�weakest,�the�
smallest,�and�the�most�vulnerable.�Join�Pro-life�
Prayer�Warriors�and�Knights�of�Columbus�as�we�
find�strength�in�prayer�and�in�the�presence�of�
the�Blessed�Sacrament�to�protect�the�defense-
less�unborn�at�a�Holy�Hour�for�the�Rights�of�the�
Unborn�on�Monday,�Sept.�7,�from�7:00-8:00�pm�
at�St.�Mark’s�Church,�1113�W.�Bradley�Ave.,�Peo-
ria.��

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



How�to�Submit�Bulletin�Information�
Send�information�for�the�bulletin�to�
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net�
with�subject�Bulletin.��
�
Submissions�are�due�by�Friday�
noon,�one�full�week�prior.��
�
Send�images�or�logos�separately�
as�attachments.���
�
Submissions�may�be�edited�for�
content�and�length.��Please,�DO�
NOT�send�PDFs.�

Sacrament�of�Baptism�
Parents�participate�in�a�
Baptism�class�before�
the�Baptism�of�their�first�
child.��Email�Kate�
Crim�at�kate-
crim@stthomas-
church.net�to�schedule�
the�class.�

Confessions�
Saturday�8:30�a.m.�and�

4:00-4:45pm�&��
6:00�p.m.-until�last���
confession�heard.�

Parish�Office�Hours��
The�Parish�Office�is�open�Monday-Friday�from�9:00�a.m.�to�1:00�
p.m.�Staff�are�also�available�by�email�or�voicemail.��To�leave�
a�message,�call�309-688-3446,�and�at�the�prompt,�press:�
� ���3��-��Fr.�John�
� ���0��-��Tracey�–�Administrative�Assist.�
�����������1341��-��Sheris—Finance�&�Tuition�
��������������1310��-��Kate—Faith�Formation��
�����������1301��-��Peggy—Bulletin� � �
If�you�have�items�to�deliver�for�the�Parish�Office,�you�are�
welcome�to�put�them�through�the�mail�slot�of�the�Office�
downstairs�in�the�Church,�or�under�the�door�of�the�main�
Sacristy�upstairs.��The�Church�is�open�from�7:00�a.m.�to�4:00�
p.m.�every�day.�

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Get this bulletin 
emailed to you 
every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1208

...or scan

IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Russell Smith
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