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Parochial Vicar: Fr. Pafrick
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Sacristan: Mother Vaclava Ballon, FSJB

(688-3500); fsjopeoria@yahoo.com Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deacon: Dcn. John Nelson...... 981-2716
Dcn. Ed Mallow........... 360-7735

Dcn. Mark Kelsch (Senior Status)

Faith Formation Coordinator: Kate Crim... (x1310)
katecrim@stthomas-church.net

School Principal: Maureen Bentley(x1210)
maureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Administrative Assistant: Tracey Deponai(x0)
tfraceydeponai@stthomas-church.net

Bulletin Editor: Peggy Sullivan...... (x1301)
peggysullivan@stthomas-church.net

Finance & Tuition: Mary TsorQides.........ccoueeeveeeenneen.
marytsoraides@stthomas-church.net

CCD Coordinator: Liz Plaskon(309)339-4775
ccd@stthomas-church.net

Parish Nurse: Mary Clare Geraghty... .......... (x1350)

Music Coordinator: Kim Deters...............
kimdeters@stthomas-church.net

Annulment Consultant: John Mackoway... ..
....................... 699 5215
St. Vincent de Paul Society
Helpline ............ (309) 264-5815

Stay in Touch
2. Join OCIA Class. Link can be found on the parish
website, stthomaspeoria.org or the My Parish App
3. Download My Parish App to receive push
notifications (Visit mypari- shapp.com/ download).
3. Receive the Bulletin and announce- ments in
weekly emails from the parish. (Email parishoffice@

stthomas-church.net to sign up).
4. Bookmark the parish webpage



Full-Time Teaching Position

STS has an immediate opening for a Fourth
Grade Teacher. Please share this with anyone
you think might be a good fit at St. Thomas.
The right candidate could come from a
variety of backgrounds. We would welcome:

¢ A recently retired teacher who would
enjoy returning fo the classroom in a
small-class setting with a supportive staff
and team.

¢ A stay at home parent that has a
teaching degree and wants to get back
info the classroom

¢ Arecent college graduate, whether in
education or another field, who is
interested in beginning a career in
tfeaching.

¢ Someone with a bachelor's degree who is
interested in transitioning from a career in
business, science, mathematics, or
another field into education.

* An experienced school aide with a
bachelor's degree who is ready to take
on a larger teaching role.

We are looking for someone who is caring,
hard working, dedicated, and excited to be
part of our STS community. We are also willing
to provide direction and support for someone
with a bachelor's degree that would like to
pursue getting their teaching certificate.

If you know someone who may be a good fit,
please share this opportunity with them or
encourage them to reach out fo me at
mavureenbentley@stthomas-school.net

Parish Council Openings

The Parish Council is a group of nine individuals
who were selected to represent the Parish by
advising and assisting the pastor. Members of
the Council commit to a three-year term and
meet once per month for one hour, generally
on the third Tuesday of each month, with
breaks for holidays. Prospective candidates
should be practicing Catholics who support St.
Thomas and are engaged in the life of the
Parish. It is helpful if the candidate brings some
familiarity or involvement in the activities of the
Parish or the School. If you would like to be
considered for an open position on the Parish
Council, or if you would like to nominate
someone to be considered, please contact the
Parish Office.

Readings for the Week of October 4

Sunday Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Isaiah 5: 1-7; Phillipians 4: 6-9; Matthew 21: 21: 33-43
Monday St. Faustina Kowalska

Galatians 1: 6-12; Luke 10: 25-37
Tuesday St. Bruno, Priest

Galatians 1: 13-24; Luke 10: 38-42
Wednesday Our Lady of the Rosary

Galatians 2: 1-2, 7-14; Luke 11: 1-4
Thursday Galatians 3: 1-5; Luke 11: 5-13
Friday St. John Leonardi, Priest

Galatians 3: 7-14; Luke 11: 15-26
Saturday Galatians 3: 22-29; Luke 11: 27-28
Sunday Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Isaiah 25: 6-10a; Phillipians 4: 12-14, 19-20;
Matthew 22: 1-14

Mass Intentions

Monday, October 5, 2026
7:00 a.m. Paul Hop Nguyen/Mai Dang

Tuesday, October 6, 2026
7:00 a.m. Mark Brewer/Loc & Linh Luong

Wednesday, October 7, 2026
7:00 a.m. Teresa McCabe/The Elger Family
8:00 a.m. Angela Kenny/Joe & Sandy Whalen

Thursday, October 8, 2024

7:00 a.m.
Schl Mass

Friday, October 9, 2026
7:00 a.m. Annie Holland-Morrissey/Kevin Morrissey
8:00 a.m. Grandparents of Jim & Mets Ginoli

Saturday, October 10, 2026
8:00 a.m. Sr. Bernadette/FSJB
5:00 p.m. Patricia McCauley/David McCauley

Sunday, October 11, 2024

St. Thomas the Apostle Church

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

8:00 a.m. Jerry McDonough/Eileen McDonough
10:00 a.m.  For the People
5:00 p.m. Louise Picl/Rick & Melanie Picl
Page 2 Peoria Heights, IL

Patricia Callaway/Catholic Women's League
Serena Tolentino/Sarmiento & Tolentino Families



Week of October 4
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL & PANTRY COLLECTIONS At all Masses this weekend
COFFEE & DONUTS Sunday, October 4, after morning Masses

WHY IT'S GREAT TO BE CATHOLIC Monday, October 5, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall
ROSARY Tuesday, October 6, 10:00 a.m., Chapel

CCD Wednesday, October 7, 6:00 p.m., School

OCIA Wednesday, October 7, 6:30 p.m., Parish Hall

ST. IGNATIUS BIBLE STUDY Thursday, October 8, 6:00 p.m., Parish
Hall

MEN'S CLUB Thursday, October 8, 6:30 p.m.

TMIY Friday, October 9, doors open 6:00, program 6:30 a.m., ends by
7:30 a.m., Parish Hall

CHURCH CLEANING Saturday, following 8:00 a.m. Mass, Church

Upcoming Events

October 17
November 1

Octoberfest
Progressive Dinner

Pray with the Pope
m October 2026
For Mental Health Ministry
A Let us pray that the mental health ministry
be established throughout the Church, helping fo
overcome the stigma and discrimination of persons
with mental illnesses.

Weekly Collection
September 13, 2024

Fiscal YTD
Collections Needed.......  .oevvieeieiinneenn, $20,500 ...oviieeieeee $184,500
Sunday Collections.......... coeeeveveecriecieeeieeas $15015 i, $121,881
Electronic Collections..... c..cccoceeeevvivceeicinenns $1.020 i, $31,889
Total Collected.....ccoveiies e $16,035 ..o $153,770
OVET/(SNOM) it e, $(4,465) o $(30,730)

our Suport of St. Thomas Parish is omportant to sustain our mission
Please remember to contribute regularly with your envelopes or checkd
n our regular Sunday collection. Electronic contributions can be made
fhrough direct debit or by using the Giving tab on our website
sfthomaspeoria.org. Thank you for your suppport.

Our Sympathy

Jim Kelly, brother of John Kelly

Welcome New Staff

We are happy to welcome two new members
of our Parish Office Staff. Mary Tsoraides, who
has been working in our school is our new
Finance and Tuition coordinator. Mary's email is

Kim
Deters is joining us as Music coordinator. Her
email is

If you see either of these ladies please
infroduce yourself and make them welcome.
We are glad they are joining us.

If you wish to
convert anyone to
the fullness of the

knowledge of

Our Lord and
His Mystical Body,

then teach them
B the Rosary.
One of two things
& will happen,
gither they will
stop saying the
Rosary or they will
get the gift of faith.

"Blessed Fultoﬁ

= Blown Insulation
s Fiberglass Batts

ENERGYHOME . spray Foam
Insulationinc. = [nsulation Removal
309.682.9090

www.ehinsulation.com

Dave & David LaHood - Parishioners

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Page 3

October 4, 2026

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST THOMAS ANNUAL
PROGRESSIVE DINNER &
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| YA
DINE AT A ST THOMAS HOME.
| DESSERT, AUCTIONS & DANCING
AT THE COUNTRY CLUB OF
PEORIA.

/I"v‘( aAqcteans

g
/f’n‘ EVE f.l'f.rf."lr .f.f;r.-'ﬁ .fr.tflr?»l'. /.f;—’/c."f: -'-f;nr'r;f.;. F/l At

The men of Spalding Council Knights Of Columbus presented a check for
$25,000 to Msgr. Gray for The Sheen Experience.

Wvinew Fulton Sheen Experience S 25,000.00

Twenty Five Thousand and oo wa.

et FSomiutet

w A Good Cause
FRETETITETY

AT

Catholic Women's League of
Peoria, IL
Hosts: Pathway Ministries Shower

Date: Sunday, October 11, 2026

Place: St Thomas the Apostle Church, Lower-
Level 904 E Lake Avenue, Peoria Heights IL
61616

Time: 1:30-3:30 PM

Light Refreshments Served

Peoria Rescue Ministries, founded in 1955,
changed its name in 2024 to Pathway
Ministries: From Poverty to Progress to focus on
men and women clients who are on the
journey to meet new life goals.

There is no fee to attend this event. Instead, we
are asking you fo bring one or more items from

the Pathway Ministries Pantry’s Need List:
Items requested: ALL - Twin Sheets &amp;
Pillowcases, Bus Passes, Band Aids, Book Bags
Women - Deodorant, Razors, Reading Glasses,
Underwear (all sizes)

Men - Deodorant, Razors, Reading Glasses,
Underwear (Boxers — all sizes)

Cash or check donations are accepted too.
Checks should be made payable to Catholic
Women's League. If you are unable to attend
but still want to partficipate, please mail your
check to Catholic Women's League at P. O.
Box 9674, Peoria IL 61612-9674. (All monetary
donations will be paid to Pathway Ministries by
check from Catholic Women's League).

If you have any questions, please call or fext
Ann Gerardo - 630-464-8474

St. Thomas
Food
Pantry
While all
donations are
greatly
appreciated, of
particular need at
this time are:
peanut butter,
saltines, and
pasta sauce.
Thank you!

St. Thomas the Apostle Church

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Peoria Heights, IL



When you go to the poor, you
encounter Jesus

The good news of today's Gospel is that all we need to do
is let God tend us and bring us to produce good fruit. All
we need do is be faithful; God will take care of the rest.

God calls us to do good not for our own reputation, but for
His love alone. When we ask others fo donate to the
Society, it is not for our sake but for the poor we serve.
When we seek to act as a voice for the voiceless, it is not
because of our special skills, but only our special
knowledge of the friends, the neighbors, the God who has
called us to this vocation.

----Society of St. Vincent De Paul contemplation

Please help the Society of St. Vincent de Paul to bring the
love and mercy of Jesus to those who feel left out and
abandoned.

- Chris Clemons
In August 2026:
58 calls for help were recieved
$17,506 assistance provided for our neighbors (about $330
per family)

Rosary for Peace
Every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. $i

Where: Small Chapel—St. Thomas Church :
Where two or three gather in My name, | am w{
there among them. Matthew 18:20 g

Prayersoffered: Rosary, Chaplet of Mercy, and a Few
Spontaneous Intercessory Prayers

Duration: 30 minutesor free to leave early
All parishioners and friends welcome

Spalding Council #427
Knights of Columbus

I.D. Drive (Tooftsie Rolls)
Before & After All Masses
October 39 & 4t

For more information please call
Dennis Goett at 309-550-1967

- FREE ADMISSION!!

PRETZELS,
BACON BEER

=S CHEESE SOUP,

BRING YOUR.CHAIRS & | ony; || _ BUCKSHOT CORN,
BLANKETS! () 7 N oonuTs!

FAMILIES § ' Y\ /GERMAN & AMERICAN

KIDS WELCOME! ; ] E7N" BEERS, WINE,
HOTDOGS & CHIPS s SODA & WATER

oﬁé”,‘jv LIVE BAND Dhﬂcf»

K. * FOOD . MUSIC®

t;xé"
=

7 %
~%y OCT17TH 6-3 PM-BALK [OT \‘

\7
-4

OGTOBER
LIFE
NIGHT

All High School students are
welcome! Bring a friend!

Dinner is provided!

LIFE TEEN

OCT.18
6-8PM
See you at St. Vincent
de Paul Parish Hall!
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Does your rosary need repair?
Place it inside the envelope with your name and
phone number. Leave it in the red repair/
donation bin on the table at the right side of the
narthex, or contact Mets Ginoli at 773-517- 7851.
You can your collect repaired rosary in a week.

Still accepting broken, old,

@S’W'“f t t or new rosaries and rosary
;‘ %Obu‘y $ parts (beads, centers, and
nojec t o
crucifixes) to be rescued and
. donated.

Please consider joining our team of volunteer
Extraordinary Ministers at OSF HealthCare Saint Francis
Medical Center. Join us in the hospital's Gandhi meeting
room for an informational meeting on Tuesday October
27th at 6:00 p.m. and fraining session on Tuesday
November 3rd at 6:00 p.m. These volunteers perform a
great service to the Church, by distributing Holy
Communion to God's people on those occasions where
they are hospitalized.

If you are interested in learning about this ministry to the
sick, please scan to register

Contact information

John R. Phillips, Administrative Secretary, figz
Pastoral Care Department

john.r.phillips@osfhealthcare.org (309)

tomplefe this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to thd

lDorish Office or Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org. Undej
bout open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submi

the form.

Last Name

|
First Name(s) M Mrs__ Ms
|

Email

Phone
|

[
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
lAddress :
' |
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Ibity ZIP

Phone
|

Would you like to be contacted by the New Parishioner Welcoming
Committee? Yes No

New Parishioner Change of address/ phone

e — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

FRIDAY, OCTORER IETH, 20815-30—; 1
ST. YHOMAS BACK PARKING LOT
PARK IN A RECTANCLE

Tmnfeu?rm evf:mu w:mn :

October is Respect Life Month

During the month of October, we are especially
called fo recognize, cherish, and defend the
God-given dignity of every human life, from

conceptfion to natural death.

The Peoria Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
(PDCCW) invites the faithful throughout our
parishes to join us in prayer for the protection of
human life, for the strengthening of families, and
for our legislators and leaders who are entrusted
with decisions that affect the dignity and
protection of every person.

Prayer for the Sanctity and Protection of Human
Life
God, our loving Father, Creator and Lover of all
life, You fashioned every human person in Your
own image and likeness.

Give us the strength and courage to defend and
protect human life from conception to natural
death. Help us fo serve actively in upholding the
sanctity and dignity of every human life.

We pray that our legislators and leaders may be
guided by the grace of the Holy Spirit to act
courageously and responsibly in defense of
human life.

Strengthen our families and help us to follow the
loving example of the Blessed Virgin Mary and
the faithful witness of St. Joseph. We make our
prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for us.

St. Rose of Lima, pray for us.

St. Maximilian Kolbe, pray for us.

Peoria Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
(PDCCW)
Respeect For Life Commission; Joan Blindt

St. Thomas the Apostle Church Page 6
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How to Submit Bulletin Information
Send information for the bulletin to
parishoffice@stthomas-church.net
with subject Bulletin.

Submissions are due by Friday
noon, one full week prior.

Send images or logos separately
asattachments.

Submissions may be edited for
content and length. Please, DO
NOT send PDFs.

Parish Office Hours
The Parish Office is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. Staff are also available by email or
voicemail.
To leave a message, call 309-688-3446, and at the
prompt, press:
3 - Fr. John
0 - Tracey - Administrative Assist. 1341 -
1310 - Kate—Faith Formation
1301 - Peggy—-Bulletin
If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office,
you are welcome to put them through the mail
slot of the Office downstairs in the Church, or
under the door of the main Sacristy upstairs. The
Church is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. every day.

Sacrament of Baptism
Parents participate in a
Baptism class before
the Baptism of their first
child. Email Kate

Crim at kate-
crim@stthomas-
church.net to schedule
the class.

Confessions
Saturday 8:30 a.m. and
4:00-4:45pm.

Diocesan is proud to be printing
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Fhomas the Upostle’s Sunday Bulletin

You are invited to help support our Parish!
For opportunities to advertise, please call 800-783-1623
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HEM

COLLINS VOORHEES

HEDIGER & MEYERS

Insuring Your Business, Your Family, Your Future
4208 PARTRIDGE WAY ¢ P.O. BOX 3858 « PEORIA, IL 61612
— Parishioners —
WWW.HEDIGERANDMEYERS.COM 309.691.5001
JAKE VOORHEES

Plastic Surgery
804 W. Trailcreek Dr. Peoria, IL

Wi Vi
ILLIAM VOORHEES Call: 309-670-0700

Text: 309-328-3248
www.rashidps.com

www.kellyglass.com » (309) 676-3573 |-_-

EAST PEORIA
CARL KAUFMAN .

6984 84?4 www“’f?\”wellcouansphali com _ _ { catho"‘ planners
SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING ASPHALT SEALING ﬂi ¢ Planners &
Calendars
* Holy Days &
_ 2400 S.W. Adams (REEE REE
) KELLY GLASS INC. " Notes Sections

Diocesan.com/shop

catholicmaich’

[llinois

CatholicMatch.com/golL

iz} IN LOVING
_ MEMORY OF

Russell Smith

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE

"Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

Richard P. June, DDS

richardjunedds.com

Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter

Grandview Capital Group
at Morgan Stanley

Bob Manning
Senior Vice President
Financial Advisor

(309) 671 4653
211 Fulton St., Suite 500A, Peoria, IL 61602

© 2025 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC, Member SIPC

O BISHOP
S)E)R 2o
INC.

* General Construction

* Design Build

* Commercial & Residential

* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599
2800 W Alta Rd.

;

vﬂ Get this bulletin
M emailed to you
Simply go to

every week.
www.DM.CHURCH/1208

ETEE
...0r scan =p %%

$DISCOVERMASS

—24 Hour Service —
(309) 693-2400

Commercial
* Industrial
* Residential

www.laserelectricinc.com”

UI REPRESENTING
‘ FCSLALife and FRATERNAL ASSOCIATION

LIFE INSURANCE AND ANNUITIES
WITH

Heart of Hiinois
Criminal Defonse

We help the accused by listening,
preparing, protecting, and caring.

( 309.999.1177

Maureen Williams, Owner/Parishioner

FRATERNAL BENEFITS

DON'T MISS OUR QUARTERLY
FRATERNAL MEETINGS WHERE YOU
CAN TRACE YOUR FAMILY
HERITAGE FREE OF CHARGE!

309-682-3314 o
WWW.THEISTCOMPANIES. COM

PEORIA. IL 61614

4930 N. EXECUTIVE DR.

Always There When
You Need Care

i
- Complimentary Evaluation - Transportation [
- Personal Care - Post Surgical Care

© (309) 296-0056

Local Owners
Alison Hammerton &
Lesley Vonachen/Parishioner

interimhealthcare.com/PeorialL

il

VONACHENGROUP.COM
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PEORIA EAR, NOSE & THROAT GROUP

7301 N KNOXVILLE AVE. ¢ 309-589-5900

— Parishioner -
JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.

EAR, NOSE,
&THROAT
]

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing

comm
group

Alumnus/Parishioner

Authentic Vietnamese Cuisine

SEl [N LOVING
'| MEMORY OF

Richard Gutknecht

MESSING

ROOFING

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

.. natuval nails

For [, St .
Junction City’s New Building

683 6968

Family Owned & Operated
for Over 40 Years

309-686-1870

51 Years Experience Working With The Aged
KistneraMSW

7
Assessment « Consultation « Care Management

Assistance with Long Term Care Insuronce Claims

30922310311'8]

Insurance Claims Specialists

Iy IN LOVING
| MEMORY OF

Judy Giannetto

GARY E. SCHMIDT

SAMUEL J. BROLLEY

Attorneys at Law
309.322.8315

www.heylroyster.com
PARISHIONERS

HEYL eoece
ROYSTER

.OM SMITH PLUMBING CO. i

Plumbing - Residential & Commercial
Plumbing Services « Sewg_ring

Iptid

ﬁ HealthinsuranceExchan
\._/ OF CENTRAL LT

John E. Moore - President

Serving You at lllinois Eye Center
Dr. Jacob Abou-Hanna, MD
Saint Thomas Alumnus

Peoria ¢« Washington « Pekin
309.243.2400 | illinoiseyecenter.com

Focusing on the health insurance needs of
small businesses & individuals

www.HealthlnsuranceExchangeCl.com ~ 309-740-9850

JIM ROCHFORD
ATTORNEY AT LAW
JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES

309.637.5322 PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700

drochford@rochfordlaw.com

Greg Whitten Jim Scherer  Simon Gayed
St. Thomas 51. Thomas St. Jude
Alumnus and Alumnus and Parishioner
Parishioner Parishioner

Discover Scherer,
you’ll love it here!

N
SCHERER

AUTOMDTIVE

Pioneer Parkway in Peoria
scherermazda.com | scherervolvocars.com

PRAIRIE HOME
ALLIANCE

PARISHIONER STEVE JACKSON
PRESIDENT

PEORIA| |t cosiomsam
SIDING & WINDOW €O, mms SOLUTIONS
PECRIAFIDING.COM CUSTOMBATHROOMSOLUTIONS.COM
3 Gutter
KITCHENS @ Helmet

WOODFRONTEKITCHENS. COM. ILLINCISGUTTERHELMET.COM

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will

Uplifting in-home
senior care

Contact us for a free
consultation:

(309) 685-7777
COmertKeepers-.oom

of a student at St. Thomas school

ILLINDISBDRY.COM

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
SIDING « WINDOWS « ROOFING = DOORS « KITCHENS
BATHROOMS = OUTDOOR LIVING = SUNROOMS
GUTTER HELMET + BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

PRAIRIEHOMEALLIANCE.COM T
203 EASTGATE DRIVE » WASHINGTON, IL » {309 699-9517

MCQUELLON o Bob McQuellon, e o
CONSULTING ® (309) 256-6700

—— REAL ESTATE TAX APPEALS

Amy Brewer
Parishioner

® VSIA 6uisiusApy/woduessdolq e dulluo £z91-£8/-008-L asieApy ol « NV STOOIJ

TeEne

WA Ssa| [

8021

Nour Beauty | —

s Our
TANNING | SALON | SPA o m
1217 W MAIN ST, PEORIA, IL Passion

(309) 686-3751 * WWW.CARIBBEAN-SALON.COM

ADVERTISE HERE

Promote your Business AND support your Parish.
Don Roe ~ 616-340-8580
droe@diocesan.com

Flooring * Lighting
Kitchen & Bath Cabinets
COUNTERTOPS

uilde

MANGOLD FORD
Rick Rohman
NEW & PRE-OWNED CARS

Eureka, lllinois

era™ (309) 467-2344

warehouse  Quart: ¢

Granite ® Laminate
Visit us online at bwpeoria.net

2115 SW Washington St. 3[]9'672'] 76[]

KEMP MFG. CO.

Precision Machining & Assembly of
Casting, Forging & Steel Products

KRUMHOLZ BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
Landscape *Excavating ®Erosion Control

309-579-2244

www.krumholzbros.com

Dave & RicHARD KRUMHOLZ

©2026 Diocesan

| Dave & David LaHood - Parishioners |

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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