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Please join us this week for our monthly Holy 

Hour on Thursday evening at 7 PM.  You are 

most welcome as we pray for our parish 

through the intercession of our patron, St. 

Thomas.  Let us promote greater devotion to 

the Eucharist.  Let us pray for vocations with St. 

Therese of Lisieux. 

  

Last week the symbolic images of the virtues 

were added to the back wall of the 

sanctuary.  Here’s the story of where they 

came from and what they mean: 

  

When I was working in the Congregation of the 

Causes of Saints, we would study the lives of 

those proposed for beatification and 

canonization to see if they practiced lives of 

heroic virtue.  It was not enough to say that 

they lived good lives.  They had to demonstrate 

all the virtues, practiced consistently, and to a 

heroic degree. 

  

Saints are canonized because of their heroic 

martyrdom, or because of their heroic virtue.  It 

is important to demonstrate that the saints 

practiced the theological virtues (faith, hope, 

and love), the cardinal virtues (prudence, 

justice, fortitude, and temperance), as well as 

the virtues associated with the Evangelical 

Counsels according to their state in life 

(poverty, chastity, obedience), and the 

crowning virtue of humility. 

  

Adding them up,  there are 11 

virtues.  Combined with the heroic example of 

martyrdom, we arrive at 12 images.  The 

individual symbols are summarized in this 

week’s bulletin with explanations of the 

individual virtues to follow in the weeks to 

come. 

 

-Msgr. Gray 

Mass Intentions 
Sunday, July 12, 2020  

 7:00 a.m. For the People 

 9:00 a.m. Nancy Fifield/George & Lauren Kovac 

 11:00 a.m. Msgr. Jason Gray/FSJB 

 5:00 p.m. Intentions of Mary Zucksworth/Ed Mallow 

  

Monday, July 13, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Dr. James N. Kenny, Sr./Family 

 8:00 a.m. Gordon Jockisch/Rose Seghetti 

  

Tuesday, July 14, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Joseph Nham Vu/Phan & Tami Vu 

 8:00 a.m. Jerry Smith 1st anniversary/Joe & Marge Noe 

 

Wednesday, July 15, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Ric & Joe Olson/Phan & Tami Vu 

 8:00 a.m. Frances H. Smith/Tom & Sue Flannagan 

 

Thursday, July 16, 2020 

 7:00 a.m.  All Souls in Purgatory 

 8:00 a.m. Intentions of Daniel Owens/Ed Mallow 

 

Friday, July 17, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Alice Eaton/Charles Owen 

 8:00 a.m. Lucille & Melvin Noe/Family 

 

Saturday, July 18, 2020 

 9:00 a.m. Smith & Hafner Families 

 5:00 p.m. Sandy Rapp/D’Arcy Haeusser  

 

Sunday, July 19, 2020  

 7:00 a.m. Hylee Kemp/Ushers 

 9:00 a.m. Benefactors of Franciscan Sisters of John the Baptist 

 11:00 a.m. Deceased members of Bennet, Bautista, & Mejia  Families 

  & intention of Glen Bautista 

 5:00 p.m. For the People 

Readings for the Week of July 12, 2020 
Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Isaiah 55: 10-11; Romans 8: 18-23; Matthew 13: 1-23 
 

Monday St. Henry 

 Isaiah 1: 10-17; Matthew 10: 34—11:1 

  

Tuesday St. Kateri Tekakwitha 

 Isaiah 7: 1-9; Matthew 11: 20-24 
  

Wednesday St. Bonaventure 

 Isaiah 10: 5-7, 13b-16; Matthew 11: 25-27 
 

Thursday Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

 Isaiah 26: 7-9, 12, 16-19; Matthew 11: 28-30 

  

Friday Isaiah 38: 1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Matthew 12: 1-8 

 

Saturday St. Camillus de Lellis 

 Micah 2: 1-5; Matthew 12: 14-21 
 

Sunday Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Wisdom 12: 13, 16-19; Romans 8: 26-27; Matthew 13: 24-43 

Pray with the Pope 
July 2020 

Our Families 

 

We pray that today's families may be 

accompanied with love, respect and 

guidance.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 
 

Please pray for those who have died this week 

 

 

Week of July 12 
 

CENTERING PRAYER Monday, July 13, 8:30 a.m., Church 

 

ROSARY Tuesday, July 14, 10:00 a.m., Church 

 

HOLY HOUR  Thursday, July 16, 7:00, Church 

 

RECOGNITION OF 8TH GRADE GRADUATES Sunday, July 19, 11:00 a.m. Mass 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

  Fish Fry    August 1 

 Parish and School Picnic   August 9 

  Msgr. Rank Mass   August 20 

    Septemberfest    September 6 

 Men’s Club Golf Outing    September 25 

Sponsor of the Week 

Mcomm group, Inc. 

Weekly Collection 
                                                       July 5, 2020 Fiscal YTD 

Collections needed ............................. $20,000 ........................................ $20,000 

Sunday Collections .............................. $16,761 ........................................ $16,761 

Electronic Collections ........................... $3,399 .......................................... $3,399 

Total Collected ..................................... $20,160 ........................................ $20,160 

Over/(Short) ............................................... $160 ............................................. $160 

 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our                     

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.  Thank you for your      

support.  

Stay in Touch 
1. Join Msgr. Gray for Mass.  Link can be found on the parish website, 

stthomaspeoria.org or the Parish App 

2. Bookmark the Parish Blog which will feature regular updates 

(jgray.org/st_thomas). 

3. Download My Parish App to receive push notifications (Visit 

myparishapp.com/download). 

4. Receive the Bulletin and announcements in weekly emails from the 

parish.  (Email parishoffice@stthomas-church.net to sign up). 

5. Bookmark the parish webpage (stthomaspeoria.org). 

For those not yet ready to come back to Mass 
  
We will continue to have Communion available outside of Mass on      

Sunday from 12:00 to 12:30 pm.  Come into the narthex, or pull up in the 

crescent drive to receive. 

  

We will continue to record Mass and post the recordings on 

YouTube.  See the parish website stthomaspeoria.org for a link to the 

channel. 

 
We will begin recording the Sunday 7 AM Mass in place of the Saturday 5 
PM Mass.  As we begin to have music at Saturday evening Mass, we may 
have copyright issues with videos posted on YouTube.  The silent Mass on 
Sunday morning at 7 AM will be easier to upload. 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all 

things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I   cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least  spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You. Never 

permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.  

Parish Office Hours  
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

We will continue to have limited hours in the 

Parish Office.  The office will be open Monday-

Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p. m. Staff will also 

be available by email or voicemail.  To leave a 

message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt 

press: 

         3  -  Msgr. Gray 

         4  -  Fr. Stark 

         0  -  Terri-Administrative Assistant 

   1340  -  Julie-Accounting 

   1341  -  Pat-Tuition 

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office 

you are welcome to put them under the door 

of the Office downstairs in the Church, or under 

the door of the main Sacristy upstairs.  The 

church building is open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 

p.m. every day. 

 
St. Thomas Holy Hour 

 

Thursday, July 16 

7:00-8:00 p.m. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Summary of the depictions of the 12 Virtues 

depicted symbolically in the Sanctuary 

Virtue of Prudence 
  

Prudence is the virtue that disposes us to use our 

powers of reason to discern what is good in every 

circumstance.  Prudence also helps us choose the 

right means of achieving that good.  For these rea-

sons, Prudence is called right reason in action.  It is 

not simply the intellectual virtue of knowing what is right, but also a 

moral virtue of knowing how to do what is right. 

  

With the help of Prudence, we can apply sound moral principles, 

even in difficult particular cases, to accurately and confidently 

know how to achieve the good and avoid evil.  The prudent man is 

attentive to where he is going, since Prudence will guide the ob-

servance of the other virtues.  Hence, Prudence is often called the 

mother of all virtues. 

  

Prudence is depicted with a mirror, as the prudent person will reflect 

on his choices with wisdom and foresight in order to choose right-

ly.  Prudence is also depicted with a serpent with several layers of 

meaning.  First, the serpent is associated with the “remora” fish 

which attached itself to the hull of a ship, creating drag and caus-

ing the ship to sail more slowly.  Prudence requires careful decision 

making that is slow, deliberate and not rushed.  Second, Jesus tells 

us to be as “clever as serpents” (Mt 10:16), as wisdom is required in 

the application of Prudence.  Third, Prudence is not blinded by the 

reflection of beauty in the mirror but is also aware of the dangers of 

evil presented by the serpent. 

Left side, in descending order: 

Obedience:  Two tablets depicting the Ten Commandments 

Charity:  Heart on fire with love 

Justice:  Scales and Balance 

Prudence:  Mirror and serpent calling for reflection and wisdom 

Faith:  Cross with rays of glory 

Poverty:  Two turtledoves depicting the offering of a poor Israelite 

Right side, in descending order: 

Humility:  Lily of the Valley with blossoms bowing low 

Martyrdom:  Cross with martyr’s palm and crown 

Fortitude:  Tower of strength 

Temperance:  Basin and ewer depicting moderation of 

excess 

Hope:  Anchor of hope 

Chastity:  Upright lily of purity 

Virtue of Temperance 
  

Temperance is the virtue that moder-

ates the   attraction of pleasures.  It 

also calls us to be     balanced in our 

use of worldly goods.  Temperance 

teaches us to keep mastery over our 

instincts and     desires within the limits 

of what is honorable.  Through Temperance, we learn 

to restrain our appetites and practice self-

restraint.  Fasting helps us grow in Temperance. 

  

Temperance is associated with moderation or sobriety, 

teaching us to be restrained in our consumption of 

food and drink.  Temperance also calls us to be modest 

with respect to the fleshly desires and measured in our 

use of money and worldly objects. 

  

Temperance directs our passions toward the high goals 

of loving God with all our heart and our neighbor as 

ourselves, since it teaches us to curb our love for lesser 

things.  Temperance helps love remain uncorrupted. 

  

Temperance is depicted as an ewer and basin used to 

carefully measure what is needed while avoiding ex-

cess.  In Christian art, the pitcher is used to pour a mod-

erate amount of wine into a cup.  Alternatively, the 

basin can receive a modest amount of water, lest it 

overflow because of excess.   

Ordination of Bishop Elect Louis Tylka 
Bishop Elect Louis Tylka will be ordained as the Coadjutor Bishop of Peoria on Thursday, July 23, at 2:00 PM in the Cathedral of 

the Immaculate Conception in Peoria. 

Because tickets will be limited because of current restrictions, everyone is invited to view the ordination as it is streamed 

online.  It will be available at the Diocesan website:  cdop.org. 
 

Cardinal Virtues 
  

That means that the virtue of fortitude can be practiced by anyone, Christian or not.  Unlike the theological virtues, the cardi-

nal virtues are not, in themselves, the gifts of God through grace.  Rather, the cardinal virtues are developed by practice to 

develop a habit.  The Cardinal Virtues of Justice and Fortitude were presented in a previous bulletin. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 Please Help! 
It’s time to think about backpacks for school children in 

need! The COVID-19 pandemic has left many parents 

struggling, so we expect more need than ever before!  
 

This year, we’re putting together backpacks for grades    

K-8, and to make things easy and safe for everyone, we 

are asking only for monetary donations. This keeps every-

one out of the stores and away from the virus. Our     

committee is then able to purchase supplies in bulk,    

making your donations go even further.  
 

If you can help, please put your donation in an envelope 

marked BACKPACKS and place it in the collection plate 

during Mass, or drop it off at the parish office.  

If you  already have backpacks and/or school supplies 

that you would like to donate, we will still gladly accept 

them. Please put supplies in the designated boxes in the 

narthex.                               Thank you! 

NFP Week 
Natural Family Planning Week is July 19-

25. 

The theme is “Live the truth and beauty 

of God’s plan for married love!” 

 

In our Diocese there are many NFP 

methods available, as well as a       

Catholic Healthcare system that       

provides the services as well. 

 

Link to NFP providers: https://cdop.org/

evangelization-and-faith-formation-

old/marriage/ 

Link to OSF Fertilitycare: https://

www.osfhealthcare.org/fertility 

 

Cecilia Soñe, NFP Director, Diocese of 

Peoria, csone@ccdop.org  

Food Pantry 
Current needs are:  rice, jelly, syrup, 

and meal helper. 
 

All student positions are filled! Thank 

you! 

The gardens 

around            

St. Thomas 

grow more 

beautiful each 

year. 
Cared for by                 

Dr. Phil Adams and our                        

wonderful volunteers 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or  Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form. 
 

 

Last Name _________________________________________________ 

 

First Name(s) _______________________________________________ 

 

Email ______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________       ZIP________________ 

 

Phone ______________________________________________________ 

 

New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______ 

AmazonSmile 
 

To date, AmazonSmile has donated $1,039.98 

to help with  continued expenses of our school. 

Please join us, as a parish family, to support our 

school. 
 

AmazonSmile, a website operated by Amazon, 

lets customers enjoy the same wide selection of 

products, low prices, and convenient shopping 

features as on Amazon.com.  The difference is 

that when customers shop on AmazonSmile, 

the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% 

of the price of eligible purchases to charitable 

organizations.  Please use this link  to shop and 

help St. Thomas! 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/37-0662587 

 Register today at www.ndjfl.com  

 

Camp Kesem at Bradley 

University helps support 

local children whose 

parents or guardians  

have been affected by cancer.  
 

This summer, we are hosting our Kesem at 

Home program July 23-27. Spots are still      

available. 
 

If you know of any families currently affected 
by cancer, we would be excited to provide our 
support to the family and their children this 
summer.  
 

The family can visit our website to find more 
information:  
https://www.campkesem.org/find-a-camp/
camp-kesem-at-bradley-university   
For any questions contact us 
at: bradley@campkesem.org  

 
 
 
 
 
A child’s friend through and 
beyond a parent’s cancer. 

2020 St. Thomas Golf Scramble 
 

HOSTED BY ST. THOMAS MEN’S CLUB 

 
Save the Date! 

Friday, September 25, 2020 
Mt. Hawley Country Club 

For our Liturgical Volunteers  
 

Ministry Scheduler Pro has released a new     

version of the program that we use to manage 

liturgical volunteers.  Readers, servers, ushers, 

and extraordinary ministers should check out 

the new platform.  If you use the mobile app, it 

should have updated automatically. 

  

Comet Cash is back!  Volunteers are needed to 

sell Comet Cash after Masses at                        

St. Thomas.  Your help makes it possible for us to 

increase our tuition assistance and support our 

PTO. 

  

Servers, get ready!  For those families that feel 

comfortable, trained servers are encouraged 

to sign-up for open positions.  Little by little, we 

are getting back to normal. 

  

We will soon begin training for new servers from 

the previous year’s fourth-grade students! 

 

          St. Vincent de Paul  Helpline:  677-7696 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sacrament of Baptism 
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6:00-6:30 p.m. 
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subject “Bulletin”. Submissions are due by Friday noon one full week prior. Send 
images or logos separately as attachments. Submissions may be edited for 
content and length. 

Locally owned
for 90 years Matt & Kris Coulter St. Philomena Parishioners

PDC Services, Inc.
Peoria’s Trash & Recycling
Service Provider
674-5176 • pdcarea.com

ACCOUNTING

309.691.4417 • www.josephgrunklecpa.com

Joseph G Runkle CPA
Professional Income Tax Preparation & Accounting ServicesPE

-4
66
55
26

* General Construction
* Design Build
* Commercial & Residential
* Construction Management
* Pre Engineered Structures
DESIGNERS & CONTRACTORS

Dennis Bishop, Parishioner
243-5599

2800 W Alta Rd.

osfhealthcare.org

EAST PEORIA
698-8404 AUFMAN

SPECIALIZING IN ASPHALT PAVING • ASPHALT SEALING

Peoria Notre Dame High School
5105 N Sheridan Road

Peoria, IL  61614 • 309-691-8741
peorianotredame.com

certified public accountants & consultants
8726 N. Industrial Road • Peoria, IL 61615

Allison Buckardt - Parishioner
fax: 309.692.4159   gswcpa.com   phone: 309.692.4030

Illini Family Medicine location:
201 N Cummings Ln. Washington Office: 309-444-3627

CaribbeanCaribbean
SPRAY TAN | HAIR | FACIAL | WAXING | SAUNA

(309) 686-3751(309) 686-3751
1217 W. Main St. • Peoria, IL

www.caribbeantanandsalon.com

4704 N. Sheridan Rd., Peoria IL 61614
(309) 688-4327

Come see us for a free hearing screening

(309) 688-TREE (8733)
greg@bennetttree.com

“We think of them as our trees,
but why don’t we keep them in your yard.”

DENTURES PAR EXCELLENCE
“Excellence in Removable Prosthodontics”

richardjunedds.com
Richard P. June, DDS

 Parishioner 309-693-7200 Trumpeter Ronald Rabjohns, MD  -- Parishioner (309) 691-4410

www.kellyglass.com • (309) 676-3573

2400 S.W. Adams
4208 PARTRIDGE WAY • P.O. BOX 3858 • PEORIA, IL 61612

— Parishioners —
www.hedigerandmeyers.com

Collins Voorhees   309.691.5001 William Voorhees

Compliments of

Since 1968

1 & 2 Room Whirlpool Suites
Children under 12 stay  FREE

www.grandstayhospitality.com
9106 N Lindbergh Dr.

309-692-9200

Large Indoor Pool & Whirlpool 
Free Enhanced Continental Breakfast

www.shermansnow.com

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

(309) 693-2400
----24 Hour Service ----

www.laserelectricinc.com

Mon-Sat
10-5

688-PEAR

4544 N Prospect Rd.
Peoria Heights

aperfectpearboutique.com
Libby Fritsch-Koszuta, cLass oF ‘94

midwest-endo.com

Peoria
309-690-0011

Galesburg
309-315-2135

Midwest

Endodontic

Specialists, Ltd.
The Pursuit of Endodontic Excellence

Heating-Cooling-Refrigeration
Residential & Commercial

24 hour emergency service
    “free estimates on new
    equipment installation”329 N. Western

(309) 633-1313
www.dmiheatingandair.com

All Types of
Concrete Work

Driveways • Sidewalks
Patios • Foundations

Concrete Walls • Finished Floors

pgfoose@sbcglobal.net

Greg Foose
309-362-2119

Zack Foose
309-678-6228

Mike Hallar, Parishioner • www.awardshirts.com • 1316 E. War Memorial Dr. Peoria, IL 61614
 309-686-0026FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED Since 1977

Academy of Screenprinting & Awards, Inc. Screenprinting • Signs
Embroidery • AwardsA S A
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campbellappraisals.com
Lise: 309-645-0406

Parishioner
REFINANCING • HOME EQUITY LOANS • PURCHASING • CONSULTING

Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

The Real Estate 
Group Cell: 360-0012

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606

AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT
45 Years Experience Working With The Aged

Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner
Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381 • ksswf.com

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Scherer Lincoln Volvo
2200 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.692.9880

Scherer Mazda
2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.691.0300

Peoria, IL 61615
www.SchererAuto.com

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

wyman-group.com
309.685.8222

114 West
Stratford Dr.

Suite E l Peoria

G GLOBAL
VILLAGE

Fair Trade Shop

1308 E. Seiberling
Peoria Heights

Tues-Sat 11-5
Sundays in Dec 12-4

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

Saturday Evening TACO BAR • Sunday BREAKFAST 9am-4pm
309-839-2820  l  5805 N Humboldt Ave Peoria

Saturday Evening TACO BAR • Sunday BREAKFAST 9am-4pm

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

KEMP MFG. CO.

309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Portraits by Adrienne Art Studio
Hand drawn or painted from your photograph

9 x 12 painted • $180
11 x 14 drawn • $150

Fur Baby

Special

5835 N Galena Rd. • #114 • Peoria, IL 309-868-0204

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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