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As we continue to make progress in the 

sanctuary, you will soon see twelve images 

depicting symbols of various virtues in the 

Christian life.  Each week, I will include 

information about two of the symbols in the 

bulletin to prepare us.  We’ll begin with two of 

the cardinal virtues:  Justice and Fortitude. 

  

This week, we celebrate the feast of our Patron, 

St. Thomas the Apostle.  This year, his feast day 

falls on First Friday, July 3.  Join us for morning 

Mass at either 7 AM or 8 AM, or join us for 

Adoration throughout the day, ending at 8 

PM.  Honor our Patron by praying our Parish 

Prayer on this Feast Day. 

  

Parish Prayer 

  

O God, 

You have called our parish family to praise you 

and to teach our children to know you and 

serve you. 

Grant, we pray, 

by gathering together to honor the Eucharist, 

like St. Thomas, 

we may recognize your presence before us, 

our Lord and our God, 

giving witness to your merciful love. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

-Msgr. Gray 

Mass Intentions 
Sunday, June 28, 2020  

 7:00 a.m. Joe & Ric Olson/Cathy Krueger 

 9:00 a.m. For the People 

 11:00 a.m. Benefactors of Franciscan Sisters of John the Baptist 

 5:00 p.m. Brooke Crawmer Joseph/Tom & Linda Castaldi  

  

Monday, June 29, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. William G. Niehus/Steve & Maggie Jackson 

 8:00 a.m. Melvin & Lucille Noe/Family 

  

Tuesday, June 30, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Thelma Antonacci/Cindy & George Yocum 

 8:00 a.m. Donald Hughes/Ed & Cathy Mallow 

 

Wednesday, July 1, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Helen Ann Farraher/Frances Farraher 

 8:00 a.m. Bob Arnold 13th Anniv./Betty Arnold 

 

Thursday, July 2, 2020 

 7:00 a.m.  Betty Shepherd/Friends 

 8:00 a.m. Charlie Hessling/Tom & Jane Schatseik 

 

Friday, July 3, 2020 

 7:00 a.m. Annie Joseph/Kate Hagenauer 

 8:00 a.m. World Peace & Special Prayer Intentions 

 

Saturday, July 4, 2020 

 9:00 a.m. Gordon Jockisch/Rose Seghetti 

 5:00 p.m. Barb Adams 2nd Anniv./Lawrence & Arvid Bass  

 

Sunday, July 5, 2020  

 7:00 a.m. Hylee Kemp/Donna Cotter 

 9:00 a.m. Winifred Haughney/Mike & Theresa Haughney 

 11:00 a.m. Mary Rose Kelly/Family 

 5:00 p.m. For the People 

Readings for the Week of June 28, 2020 
Sunday Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Kings 4:8-11,14-16a; Romans 6: 3-4, 8-11; Matthew 10: 37-42 
 

Monday St. Peter and St. Paul 

 Acts 12: 1-11; 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 17-18; Matthew 16: 13-19 

  

Tuesday First Martyrs of the Church of Rome 

 Amos 3: 1-8, 4: 11-12; Matthew 8: 23-27 
  

Wednesday St. Junipero Serra 

 Amos 5: 14-15, 21-24; Matthew 8: 28-34 
 

Thursday Amos 7: 10-17; Matthew 9:1-8 

  

Friday St. Thomas the Apostle 

 Ephesians 2: 19-22; John 20: 24-29 

 

Saturday Amos 9: 11-15; James 3: 13-18; Matthew 9: 14-17 
 

Sunday Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Zechariah 9: 9-10; Romans 8: 9, 11-13; Matthew 11: 25-30 

For those not yet ready to come 

back to Mass 
  
We will continue to have Communion available 

outside of Mass on Sunday from 12:00 to 12:30 

pm.  Come into the narthex, or pull up in the 

crescent drive to receive. 

  

We will continue to record Mass and post the 

recordings on YouTube.  See the parish website 

stthomaspeoria.org for a link to the channel. 

 
We will begin recording the Sunday 7 AM Mass 
in place of the Saturday 5 PM Mass.  As we 
begin to have music at Saturday evening Mass, 
we may have copyright issues with videos   
posted on YouTube.  The silent Mass on Sunday 
morning at 7 AM will be easier to upload. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Sympathy 
 

Rita Clark 

 

Wedding Congratulations 
 

Brandon Maurice Weed &  

Elizabeth Rose Bender 

 

Week of June 21 
 

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION sign-up in the Narthex; Adoration Friday, July 3 

after 8:00 Mass until Benediction at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CENTERING PRAYER Monday, June 29, 8:30 a.m., Parish Music Room 
 

ROSARY Tuesday, June 30, 10:00 a.m., Church 
 

INDEPENDENCE DAY MASS Saturday, July 4, 9:00 a.m., Church 

Sponsor of the Week 

Hacienda el Mirador  

Weekly Collection 
                                                      June 21, 2020 Fiscal YTD 

Collections needed ............................. $20,000 ................................... $1,020,000 

Sunday Collections .............................. $11,964 ...................................... $785,560 

Electronic Collections ........................... $3,399 ...................................... $172,967 

Total Collected ..................................... $15,363 ...................................... $958,527 

Over/(Short) ......................................... $(4,637) ..................................... $(61,473) 

 

Your support of St. Thomas Parish is important to sustain our                     

mission. Please remember to contribute regularly with 

your envelopes or checks in our regular Sunday collection.  Electronic 

contributions can be made through direct debit, or by using the Giving 

tab on our parish website: stthomaspeoria.org.  Thank you for your      

support.  

Stay in Touch 
1. Join Msgr. Gray for Mass.  Link can be 

found on the pari sh websi te, 

stthomaspeoria.org or the Parish App 

2. Bookmark the Parish Blog which will feature 

regular updates (jgray.org/st_thomas). 

3. Download My Parish App to receive push 

notifications (Visit myparishapp.com/

download). 

4. Receive the Bulletin and announcements in 

w e e k l y  e m a i l s  f r o m  t h e 

parish.  (Email parishoffice@stthomas-

church.net to sign up). 

5. Bookmark the par ish webpage 

(stthomaspeoria.org). 

For our Liturgical Volunteers  
 

Ministry Scheduler Pro has released a new     

version of the program that we use to manage 

liturgical volunteers.  Readers, servers, ushers, 

and extraordinary ministers should check out 

the new platform.  If you use the mobile app, it 

should have updated automatically. 

  

Comet Cash is back!  Volunteers are needed to 

sell Comet Cash after Masses at                        

St. Thomas.  Your help makes it possible for us to 

increase our tuition assistance and support our 

PTO. 

  

Servers, get ready!  For those families that feel 

comfortable, trained servers are encouraged 

to sign-up for open positions.  Little by little, we 

are getting back to normal. 

  

We will soon begin training for new servers from 

the previous year’s fourth-grade students! 

 
Dear St. Thomas Parish Family, 
 

I wanted to take a moment to thank you all for welcoming me to your 

community and introduce myself to you all.  My name is Deacon        

Austin Bosse, and I was born and raised on a beef cattle feedlot in  

northeast Kansas.  I moved to Champaign, IL in 2012 while I was working 

for Frito-Lay as an Operations Manager for their corn cleaning facility.  

My move to Illinois was supposed to be temporary; a four-year stint    

before I moved on to headquarters in Texas.  After a year of cleaning 

corn and growing in my life of prayer, I attended Emmaus Days.  It was 

on that retreat that I realized God was calling me to be His priest.  After 

another year and a half of prayer and discernment, I realized that God 

was calling me to make Central Illinois my permanent life.   
 

I was just ordained a Deacon on June 14th at St. Mary’s Cathedral of the 

Immaculate Conception in Peoria.  In that act, I promised to spend my 

life serving the people of God in the Diocese of Peoria.  In another year, I 

will do that as God’s priest, offering prayer and sacrifice on behalf of 

God’s people.  God has been very generous in bringing so many people 

and families into my life that this truly is my home.   
 

As I call St. Thomas home for the next four weeks, please invite me to 

your family events, meals and social gatherings.  My biological family is 

all over 500 miles away, so please make me a part of your family.    After 

all, we are one family united in the person of Jesus Christ and in him we 

truly share in the same flesh and blood as we partake of the Most Holy 

Eucharist.  I look forward to meeting you all even in these strange times, 

but be assured that you are all in my daily prayers.   
 

                   + God Bless + 
 

     Deacon Austin Bosse 

     albosse@email.msmary.edu 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Cardinal Virtues  
 

That means that the virtue of fortitude can be practiced by anyone, Christian or not.  Unlike the theological virtues, the        

cardinal virtues are not, in themselves, the gifts of God through grace.  Rather, the cardinal virtues are developed by practice 

to develop a habit.  

Virtue of Justice  
 

 

Justice is the moral virtue that consists in the constant and 

firm will to give their due to God and neighbor.  Justice     

toward God is called the "virtue of religion." Justice toward 

men disposes one to respect the rights of each person so we 

may develop relationships that promote equity and the  

common good. 

  

Justice is the cardinal virtue most frequently praised in the 

Sacred Scriptures.  All the Ten Commandments are           

concerned with justice.  The need for justice is evident even 

to small children who know that they should play fair with 

their friends, and that there is such a thing as right and 

wrong. 

  

Justice means doing what is right, even if we are not treated 

fairly in return.  Jesus was the just man who died for the sake 

of the unjust.  Jesus accepted the unjust punishment of death 

on the cross so we might be reconciled to God. 

Virtue of Fortitude  
 

Fortitude is the moral virtue that ensures firmness in difficulties 

and constancy in the pursuit of the good.  It strengthens the 

resolve to resist temptations and to overcome obstacles in 

the moral life.  The virtue of fortitude enables one to conquer 

fear, even fear of death, and to face trials and                   

persecutions.  It disposes one even to renounce and sacrifice 

his life in defense of a just cause. 

  

Fortitude is not foolhardiness, rushing into danger without a 

thought to the consequences.  Rather, fortitude is the virtue 

of the martyrs, who are willing to give up their lives for a    

purpose.  They accept death for Christ in order to hold fast to 

the faith. 

  

While we decide what needs to be done with the help         

of prudence and justice, fortitude gives us the strength to do 

it.  Fortitude, as a gift of the Holy Spirit, also allows us to cope 

with poverty and loss, and to rise above the bare minimum 

requirements of Christianity to great heroism. 

Beware of scams 
 

Spoofing is a kind of scam in which a real person’s email address is imitated in order to defraud others.  Please be aware of 

requests that appear to come from Msgr. Gray, but come from a gmail address in place of stthomas-church.net. 
 

St. Thomas will never email you to ask for an emergency donation of Amazon certificates, iTunes cards, Google Play cards, or 

any other gift cards.  If you have questions, contact the parish office. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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As We Reopen for Public Mass 
 There will be some modifications that we must 

take into account. 

  

The faithful will continue to be dispensed from 

attending Mass.  Parishioners should be aware 

that there is still some risk when people go out 

in public.  For those who are at risk or with 

underlying conditions, you may freely stay 

home.  People will be able (but not required) 

to come to Mass. 
 

If you are sick, we will insist that you stay 

home.  If you have been exposed to someone 

with the  virus, or  if  you have  flu-like 

symptoms, it is important that you not come to 

Mass where you may expose others. 
 

You are encouraged to maintain social 

distancing and wear protective equipment, 

such as a face mask or face covering.  Masks 

are not required when people are able to 

maintain proper distancing.  Families who live 

in the same household are also not required to 

maintain distancing among themselves. 
 

There will be a few other adjustments to our 

regular routine: 
 

   As a precaution, collection   

           baskets will not be passed during 

           the offertory.  Baskets will be left 

           in fixed locations for your    

           contributions. 

   There will be no gift procession 

           during the offertory. 

   There will be no sign of peace 

            before the Lamb of God. 

 The Precious Blood will not be 

           distributed. 

   The faithful are encouraged to 

           receive Communion in the hand 

           and to carefully avoid any        

           physical contact with the     

           minister's hand when receiving. 

   Those who do not wish to come 

           forward at Communion are 

           encouraged to remain in place 

           and to make an Act of Spiritual 

           Communion. 

 
Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all 

things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sac-

ramentally, come at least  spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You. Never 

permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.  

When you go the poor, you encounter Jesus 

We of the St. Vincent de Paul Society have as one of our 

primary missions the home visit with clients who are assigned 

to us. We meet with them, try to get to know their situation, 

and determine how we can help them. Sometimes that is 

financial, sometimes it is connecting them with a social 

service agency that can do more than we can, sometimes 

it is taking them to the Habitat store to get furniture at a tremendous 

discount, and sometimes even helping them get their medications.  
 

Recently my partner and I called on a young woman who has a one-year

-old son, is taking classes at night to become a medical coder, and is 

working a part-time job. She needed money to pay part of her rent for 

one month because of a paperwork error at the Peoria Housing Authority, 

verified by PHA. By meeting with her in her apartment we saw that she 

had very little furniture and especially needed a bed and a crib. The very 

afternoon that we visited her, one of our St. V de P members posted that 

he had a bed and mattress to donate to any client who might need it, so 

we jumped on it and within a few days two other Vincentians, one of 

whom owns a pickup truck, helped to move the bed to this young 

woman’s apartment. Then I brought a crib and mattress from our 

daughter’s house in Chicago. So our visit helped her pay a rent bill that 

she was not expecting to have to pay and gave her and her son 

comfortable beds to sleep in. She was so grateful for our help and 

impressed that people who had never met her were willing to lug a 

heavy bed and mattress into her apartment. 
 

Hopefully she will get her college certificate soon and will find a full time 

job to support herself and her son, and then who knows what other goals 

she can achieve. All this is thanks to your generous support of our mission. 

The needs never end and neither does the kindness of the people of St. 

Thomas Parish. Please continue to donate, to pray for the St. Vincent de 

Paul group as they work to meet the needs of our neighbors, and to 

consider joining our mission. 
 

      Pat Pusey 
 

The next St. Vincent de Paul collection will be the weekend of July 4/5. 

St. Vincent de Paul Helpline:  677-7696 

 

Progress in our Sanctuary 
  

The team from Daprato Rigali Studios has been making excellent    

progress on the sanctuary.  By mid-July, the ceiling and back wall 

should be complete, with the addition of decorative stencil work and 

the appearance of 12 images representing various virtues  posted 

around the arc of the back wall. 

  

By mid-August, they should have the Reredos and Baldacchino                 

installed.  The Reredos will have niches for the placement of mosaics of 

individual saints and the Baldacchino will stand over the Tabernacle to 

bring attention to the Blessed Sacrament. 

  
Later in October or November, they should have the actual mosaics 
ready to install, making room for the Blessed Mother, Good  St. Joseph,   
St. Thomas the Apostle, St. Bernard of Clairvaux, St. Patrick, and           
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, patroness of Catholic Schools. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Food Pantry 
Current needs are:  rice, jelly, syrup and meal 

helper. 
 

Students interested in earning service hours at 

the pantry this summer, please contact Rob 

B e r g  t o  s c h e d u l e  y o u r  h o u r s .   

orioberg@mediacombb.net or   815-954-0297. 

Parish Registration 
Complete this form and drop it in the collection basket, or mail to the 
Parish Office or  Register on our website at stthomaspeoria.org.  Under 
About open the New Parishioner Registration, complete and submit the 
form. 
 

 

Last Name _________________________________________________ 

 

First Name(s) _______________________________________________ 

 

Email ______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________       ZIP________________ 

 

Phone ______________________________________________________ 

 

New Parishioner _______        Change of address/phone _______ 

Parish Office Hours  
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

We will continue to have limited hours in the 

Parish Office.  The office will be open Monday-

Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p. m. Staff will also 

be available by email or voicemail.  To leave a 

message, call 309-688-3446, and at the prompt 

press: 

         3  -  Msgr. Gray 

         4  -  Fr. Stark 

         0  -  Terri-Administrative Assistant 

   1340  -  Julie-Accounting 

   1341  -  Pat-Tuition 

If you have items to deliver for the Parish Office 

you are welcome to put them under the door 

of the Office downstairs in the Church, or under 

the door of the main Sacristy upstairs.  The 

church building is open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 

p.m. every day. 

Holy Hour for the Rights of the 

Unborn 
The next Holy Hour will be held at St. Mark’s 

Church, 1113 W. Bradley Ave., Peoria. 

7:00 p.m., July 6, 2020 

The Holy Hour consists of Benediction, the     

Rosary, and other prayers. Please join in praying 

to God for the protection of these innocent 

lives and the restoration of their Constitutional 

rights. Please remember that to have a right to 

do something is not the same as being right in  

doing it. 

Sophia’s Kitchen 
Sophia's Kitchen has reopened! We're able to 

serve our regular full meal to our guests at the 

front door.  
 

All guests are required to wear a mask, which 

we have been providing, but we are running 

out of masks! Could you help us? We're happy 

to take any style. Donations can be dropped at 

Sophia's Kitchen Monday through Friday from 8 

AM to 3 PM at 103 S Richard Pryor Place.  
 

Questions? Please contact  ~                          

 Claire Crone at 655-1578.  

Office of Priestly Vocations Catholic Diocese of Peoria 
  

I pray you're staying healthy during these times and looking forward to 

things opening back up a bit in the coming months. We're especially 

grateful that we're able to start the process of opening churches back 

up, albeit in a limited capacity for now. 
 

Fr. Henehan wrote this month's feature article, giving you all a glimpse into 

the roller coaster that the last couple months have been for our 

seminarians. While all spread out, we did utilize Zoom to keep the 

fraternity among the seminarians strong, and probably just like you, we're 

all a little Zoomed out!                     

 

To read the newsletter:   https://comeandfollowme.org/newsletters/   
  

 ~ Fr. Tim Hepner,  Vocation Director of Recruitment 

AmazonSmile 
 

To date, AmazonSmile has donated $1,039.98 to help with  continued 

expenses of our school. Please join us, as a parish family, to support our 

school. 

 
AmazonSmile, a website operated by Amazon, lets customers enjoy the 

same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient shopping 

features as on Amazon.com.  The difference is that when customers shop 

on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 

price of eligible purchases to charitable organizations.  Please use this link  

to shop and help St. Thomas! 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/37-0662587 

St. Vincent de Paul Helpline:  677-7696 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parishioner
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Mcomm Group, Inc.
Channel Marketing
Alumnus/Parishioner

BILL McCARTHY
REALTOR® - PARISHIONER

The Real Estate 
Group Cell: 360-0012

309-495-0179
1209 W. Main Street

Peoria, IL 61606

AGINGCARE MANAGEMENT
45 Years Experience Working With The Aged

Sandi KiStner, mSw, c-aSwSm

 309-231-0318 Parishioner
Assessment • Consultation • Recommendation

Peoria Ear, Nose & Throat Group

JAMES A. GERAGHTY, M.D.
– Parishioner –

7301 N Knoxville Ave. • 309-589-5900

TOM SMITH PLUMBING CO.
ILLINOIS LICENSE 055-004303

Plumbing • Heating • Sewering • C
Tom SmiTh
tsptom@mtco.com
www.tomsmithplumbing.c

429 E. Sciota
Peoria Heights, IL

(309) 688-5114

Attorneys at Law
Parishioners:

Gary E. Schmidt

KarEn m. StumpE

ElizabEth t. arcot

676-1381 • ksswf.com

Tammy Vu
Parishioner

For beautiful, strong . . . natural looking nails
683-6968 Junction City’s New Building

Scherer Lincoln Volvo
2200 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.692.9880

Scherer Mazda
2300 W. Pioneer Pkwy

309.691.0300

Peoria, IL 61615
www.SchererAuto.com

Focusing on the health insurance needs of small businesses & individuals
John E. Moore - President

Chase Bank Building • 411 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria IL 61602
www.HealthInsuranceExchangeCI.com 309-740-9850

Robert W. McQuellon, MBA
President / CEO and Parishioner

Real Estate Tax Appeals

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
309-256-6700 Mobile • 309-693-2600 Office • 309-693-6200 Fax

Email: bob@mcquellon.com • www.mcquellon.com

Richard A. Kube II, MD, FACSS
Spine Surgeon

  7620 N University St.
 Parishioner Office: 309-691-7774

www.prairiespine.com

Minimally invasive spine surgery
Physical therapy on site

wyman-group.com
309.685.8222

114 West
Stratford Dr.

Suite E l Peoria

G GLOBAL
VILLAGE

Fair Trade Shop

1308 E. Seiberling
Peoria Heights

Tues-Sat 11-5
Sundays in Dec 12-4

Jim Rochford
Attorney At LAw

JIM ROCHFORD & ASSOCIATES
309.637.5322    PARISHIONER
101 South West Adams, #700
drochford@rochfordlaw.com

Saturday Evening TACO BAR • Sunday BREAKFAST 9am-4pm
309-839-2820  l  5805 N Humboldt Ave Peoria

Saturday Evening TACO BAR • Sunday BREAKFAST 9am-4pm

309-579-2244

KRUMHOLZ  BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

 Dave & RichaRD KRumholz

Landscape • Excavating • Erosion Control

www.krumholzbros.com

KEMP MFG. CO.

309-671-4543

1025 N Sheridan Road

www.sharrisuniforms.com

Your New Home for School Uniforms!

Portraits by Adrienne Art Studio
Hand drawn or painted from your photograph

9 x 12 painted • $180
11 x 14 drawn • $150

Fur Baby

Special

5835 N Galena Rd. • #114 • Peoria, IL 309-868-0204
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